
  

Hillsborough County Fair Returns November 5th- 15th, 2026 with 11 Days of Food, 
Fun and Family Tradition   

  

The 33rd Annual Fair Offers Something for Everyone While Celebrating America, Reflecting the Values 
That Have Made Our Fair a Treasured Community Tradition- Heritage, Patriotism, Agriculture, Family, 

and Community Pride  
  

TAMPA, Fla. – September 7, 2026 – Celebrate America! The 33rd  annual Hillsborough County Fair opens on Thursday, 
November 5th, and runs through Sunday, November 15th, for 11 days of food, fun and contests celebrating agriculture, 
entertainment and community. The Hillsborough County Fair is more than an event. It is a celebration of our community 
and an opportunity to honor our agricultural roots while helping build the next generation of leaders through youth 
development programs, education, and competition. Located at 215 Sydney Washer Road in Dover, Florida. Daily tickets 
are on sale September 1st! 

Pre-Fair Events  
Harvest Queen Scholarship Pageant - September 12 the Hillsborough County Harvest Queen Scholarship Pageant 
recognizes outstanding young women who serve as ambassadors for agriculture and our community while earning 
scholarship opportunities and developing leadership skills.  

 25th Anniversary Harvest Awards Luncheon - October 20 the Harvest Awards Luncheon celebrates its 25th Anniversary 
this year. This special event honors the individuals, families, and organizations who have made significant contributions 
to Hillsborough County agriculture and helps preserve the rich agricultural heritage of our community 

Special Grandstand Events  
One of the biggest changes for 2026 is that all special grandstand events are included with fair admission. No 
additional event ticket is required! 

Rodeo Weekend is November 6 & 7 in the main grandstands, starting with Friday Night Lights Rodeo on Nov 6, where 
you can experience the excitement of professional rodeo competition featuring bronc riding, bull riding, barrel racing, 
team roping, and more. Family Day at the Rodeo on Saturday, Nov 7 is fun for all including kids’ activities begin at 6:00 
PM followed by another full evening of rodeo action and family entertainment. 

The dirt flies on weekend two with fan-favorite events County Fair Truck & Tractor Pull on Friday and Saturday,  
November 13 & 14, and Demolition Derby on Sunday, November 15. The Truck & Tractor Pull begins with Pedal Tractor 
Races where kids compete in divisions for prizes. Followed by the fan-favorite Truck & Tractor Pull returning with the 
loudest engines, the biggest machines, and intense competition as drivers battle for pulling supremacy. The Demolition 
Derby closes out the 33rd Annual County Fair as it pits local drivers against each other in a high-energy showdown to see 
which will be the last car standing. Watch as drivers crash, smash, and battle for survival in an unforgettable grand finale. 

https://www.hillsboroughcountyfair.com/p/fair
https://www.hillsboroughcountyfair.com/p/fair


Entertainment  
The Fair offers an array of free entertainment throughout its run. New Entertainment for 2026 includes Pirate Man Dan -
Brings a thrilling, high-energy show filled with excitement, comedy, audience participation, and fun for all ages. Magic 
USA - Combines incredible illusions, patriotic themes, and family entertainment in a unique celebration of America and 
the wonder of magic.  

Returning Family Favorites include: Firefighter Training Show - An educational and entertaining demonstration 
highlighting the skills and bravery of our firefighters. Riddle Me This Experience - Interactive games, puzzles, brain 
teasers, and riddles designed to challenge guests of all ages. Cowboy Camp - Learn about life in the Old West through 
hands-on activities and demonstrations. Farmer Sydney - Keep an eye out for our beloved fair mascot, Farmer Sydney, 
who will be roaming the fairgrounds, greeting guests and posing for photos! 

Food & Beverages  
From sweet funnel cakes and buttermilk corn dogs to fresh-squeezed lemonade and tasty tacos, the fair offers a feast of 
traditional fair fare. As well as a festive beer tent will serve cold brews in a lively, open-air setting. The space will provide 
a place for visitors to relax, recharge and toast to fair time fun.  

Agricultural Fair  
The Hillsborough County Fair celebrates being one of the area’s largest agricultural fairs highlighting youth participants 
and featuring livestock shows every day of the fair with 11 different livestock species. More than one thousand young 
people from Hillsborough County show off their livestock projects in our livestock barns. The Hillsborough County Fair 
remains committed to supporting youth development. Guests will have the opportunity to visit livestock barns, watch 
youth livestock shows and competitions, and attend livestock sales. See firsthand the dedication, responsibility, and 
leadership skills developed by local youth exhibitors. These programs continue to help build the next generation of 
agricultural and community leaders. 

Other Family Fun Throughout the Fair  
Guests can enjoy: Exciting carnival rides for all ages, delicious fair food and classic fair favorites, shopping from 
commercial and specialty vendors, agricultural exhibits and educational displays, and daily entertainment included with 
admission.  
Hometown Hillsborough – Redesigned for 2026 One of the most exciting additions this year! This enhanced experience 
will showcase: Hillsborough County's agricultural heritage, the commodities that helped build our community, historical 
displays and exhibits, educational opportunities for all ages, and the story of agriculture's impact on Hillsborough 
County's growth and success. Visitors will leave with a greater appreciation of where we came from and the importance 
of agriculture in our future. 
Farmer Sydney Ag Education Area Presented by the Hillsborough County Farm Bureau, the Farmer Sydney Ag Education 
Area returns with engaging, hands-on educational experiences. Visitors can learn: Where their food comes from, how 
crops are grown, the importance of livestock production, and the role agriculture plays in everyday life. This interactive 
area continues to be one of the fair's most popular educational attractions 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The 2026 Hillsborough County Fair is where tradition meets the future. From agriculture and youth development to 
family entertainment and community celebration, there is truly something for everyone. For generations, the 
Hillsborough County Fair has brought together families, farmers, businesses, educators, volunteers, and community 
leaders. The fair continues to serve as a place where families create lifelong memories, youth showcase their hard 
work and talents agriculture is celebrated and preserved community pride is strengthened, future leaders gain 
valuable life skills through competition and participation. 

Every ticket purchased supports the mission of the Greater Hillsborough County Fair Association to promote 
agriculture, youth development, education, and community involvement. 

We invite everyone to join us November 5-15 as we Celebrate America, honor our heritage, support our youth, and 
create memories that will last a lifetime. 

 

For more information and tickets, please visit our website. 

# # # 

Media visit here for assets HERE. 

 

 

 

Media Contact: 

Suzanne Holcomb, Executive Director 

suzanne@hillsboroughcountyfair.com 

813-737-3247 

https://hillsboroughcountyfair.com/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1E-4KXEipWqhLnczaKSrvs4TlPpDYpJ3S
mailto:suzanne@hillsboroughcountyfair.com
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