Rules:

Youth Speech Contest

Hillsborough County Fair
215 Sydney Washer Road — Dover, FL 33527

Entertainment Pavilion
November 9, 2026
7:00 pm

Registration is online on a first come-first serve basis. Deadline to
sign up is midnight October 9th.

Registered contestants are required to check-in 1 HOUR prior to the
start time of the event. Failure to do so can result in your disqualification
from the competition. Please enter through main gate and park in fair
parking lot.

Entry is FREE to middle and high school students who must reside in
Hillsborough County or be enrolled in an organization in that county,
such as 4-H, FFA, Scouts, Trail Life USA, Etc.

Each contestant will receive two free tickets for entry to the
Hillsborough County Fair. Tickets will be mailed to address provided on
entry form.

Contestants will be divided into middle school and high school
divisions and must be enrolled as a student in the applicable grade as of
the beginning of the 2026/2027 school year.



6. The Greater Hillsborough County Fair Association, Inc. does not
discriminate against any person on the basis of age, race, color, sex,
disability, religion or national origin.

7.  The contestants must prepare and present the speech personally
using the fair theme “Celecrate America!”.

8. Contestants are NOT permitted to use any visual aids, such as a
PowerPoint presentation or poster.

9. Speech Length:
o Middle School Division — minimum 2 minutes, maximum 3 minutes
o High School Division — minimum 4 minutes, maximum 5 minutes

* One point deduction for each second under or over.

10.  Each judge will individually rank the participants and then rankings
from all judges will be averaged to determine the final placings. In the
event of a tie, the judges will use the individual raw scores to determine
the outcome.

11.  All decisions by the judges are Final. Arguing with our judges will
result in your disqualification.

12. As a contestant, you agree to allow the Greater Hillsborough
County Fair Association, Inc. to film and photograph you during the
contest.

13. Order of appearance will be determined by a blind draw and posted
prior to the start of the contest.



14. Each contestant will be judged on a point system of 1-100 according
to the following categories:

o Oral Communication: Tone, precision, clarity, and command of the
audience

o Non-Verbal Communication: Attention, mannerisms, and poise

o Speech Content: Knowledge of the topic and details surrounding it

Prizes and ribbons to be awarded for each division as follows:

1st Place $100
2nd Place $50
3rd Place $25



Youth Speech Contest Registration Form

Theme: “Celebrate America!”

Contestant Name:

Parent/Guardian Name :

Phone Number:

Address:
City. State Zip
Contestant Grade (as 0f9/2026) Age (as0f9/2026)
School

Organization (4-H, FFA, etc)

I do hereby agree to abide by the rules and regulations of the Youth Speech Contest at the Hillsborough County Fair. [
agree that the Greater Hillsborough County Fair Association, Inc in no way responsible for any injuries or accidents that
may occur. | agree that the application information is true. I agree that that the judge's decision will be final and that my

family and I will show forth good conduct at all times. I agree that the decisions of the Judges regarding any
interpretation of the rules will be final. I agree that the use of any photographs taken during the contest can be used for
publicity and may be posted on social media. The contestant listed below and parent/guardians agrees to indemnify,
defend, and hold harmless the Greater Hillsborough County Fair Association, Inc, its officers, directors, employees, and
agents from and against any and all claims, liabilities, damages, losses, and expenses, including reasonable attorney’s
fees, arising out of or in connection with The Hillsborough County Fair.

Contestant Name:

Contestant Signature: Date

Parent/Guardian Name:

Parent/Guardian Signature: Date




