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2025 Indiana State Fair Strikes a Chord with ‘Soundtrack of Summer’ Theme

Successful Fair celebrating the Soundtrack of Summer,
presented by Get Prepared Indiana

INDIANAPOLIS, IN - The 168™ Indiana State Fair wrapped up its 2025 season just one week ago, following
15 days full of summertime fun, competition, education and entertainment. This year’s State Fair final
attendance was 854,977 (slight increase over 2024 attendance 854,236) This year’s theme hit all the high
notes with its “Soundtrack of Summer” celebration, presented by Get Prepared Indiana—bringing
Hoosiers together for music, memories, and nonstop Fair fun. Hoosiers from all corners of the state
enjoyed fairgoer favorites, including the traditions of food, animals, exhibits and rides.

“The Indiana State Fair is a shining example of Hoosier hospitality, showcasing the heart of our state—our
people, our agriculture, and our deep-rooted traditions,” said Governor Mike Braun. “I had the pleasure
of visiting the Fairgrounds several times this year, and it was incredible to see so many Hoosiers coming
together to enjoy the music, food, and festivities. Events like the State Fair not only celebrate our
agricultural heritage but also support economic development across our state.”

Highlights of the 2025 Indiana State Fair:

e Despite navigating 6 days of 90+ degree heat, the 2025 Indiana State Fair attendance reached
854,977. (slight increase over 2024 attendance 854,236)

e Hundreds of thousands of fairgoers enjoyed multiple fan-favorite new attractions, including the
Vinyl Revival, Art of Music Experience, the Big Top Circus (presented by Bee Window), the
Hoosier Lottery Free Stage, and so much more.

e Nearly 10,000+ Hoosiers participated and entered over 50,000+ entries throughout
competitions across the Fairgrounds.

e The Grand Drive, Supreme Drive, and Harvest Dinner events were a highlight of the Fair,
celebrating our dedicated youth through the Indiana State Fair Foundation philanthropic efforts.

More Fun Facts about the 2025 Indiana State Fair:
e The Giant Pumpkin tipped the scales at 1,323 pounds.
e 1,600 pounds of Indiana cheese was carved by Sara ‘The Cheese Lady’ Kauffman throughout the
State Fair.
e More than 32,000+ canned goods were built into towering sculptures in the CANStruction
exhibit, which were then donated to Gleaners Food Bank of Indianapolis.

“Our team is honored to deliver the 168" year of the beloved tradition of the Indiana State Fair” said
Cindy Hoye, Executive Director of the Indiana State Fair Commission. “From the moment guests step
through our gates to the memories they carry home, the Fair continues to showcase the very best of
Indiana. It’s not only a treasured tradition, but also a celebration of our Hoosier Spirit.”
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The Indiana State Fair returns August 7 — 23, 2026, promising fresh experiences, timeless traditions, and
even more ways to celebrate all things Indiana. Headlining next year’s Fair is the brand-new exhibit,
“Rewind: A VHS Revival,” an immersive throwback inspired by the wildly popular Vinyl Revival attraction.
By popular demand, this interactive “movie version” will transport guests back to the golden age of VHS
with nostalgia, fun, and plenty of surprises. Stay tuned for more exciting announcements about the 2026
Indiana State Fair in the months ahead!

For more information about this year’s highlights and to stay updated on next year’s Fair, visit
www.IndianaStateFair.com.

About the Indiana State Fair:

The Indiana State Fair, known as the state's premier multi-day event, is a vibrant celebration of the Hoosier
spirit and agricultural legacy. Over 15 exciting days, it unites communities across Indiana to honor the
state's unique identity and welcomes visitors from far and wide. Renowned for its top-notch
entertainment, spotlight on 4-H youth, engaging agricultural education programs, modern facilities, and
an array of delicious fare, the Indiana State Fair has been a treasured tradition for Hoosiers for over a
century. The 2026 Indiana State Fair will return August 7" through August 23™ (closed Mondays). For more
event information, be sure to visit our official website at www.indianastatefair.com.
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