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cember 20, 1870, at which Milo Jones presided and W. DD. Hoard officiated as
secretary. 5. Favill of Lake Mills, A. Jenkins of Koshkonong, and D. M. Aspin-
wall of Farmington were appointed a committee to draft a plan for permanent
organization.” At a meeting held in the same place January 10, 1871, a constitu-
tion was adopted and the following officers elected: Milo Jones, president;
5. Favill and J. M. Case, vice presidents; Q. C. Olin, secretary; and Daniel
Holmes, treasurer. It was in this association that the idea originated for the
Wisconsin State Dairymen’s Association, organized in Watertown in 187

COUNTY FAIRS

. The jefferson County Agricultural Society was the outgrowth of a meeting
held during the latter part of August or the first of September, 1853, at the grist-
mill in Hebron. - After some discussion it was decided to issue a call for a
meeting of all interested in a town fair. The meeting was held on September
10, 1833, by-laws and a constitution adopted and the following officers elected:
‘Milo Jones, president; Peter Harsh and Justus Carpenter, vice presidents; George
P. Alarston. treasurer; S. C. Writer, corresponding secretary; C. Bartlett, H. H.
Meas, John Wentworth, N. . Parsons, George Blanchard, Gerard Crane, J. R.
Dve, Myron Smith and E. D. Masters, executive committee. The first annual
fair of the society was held on the grounds adjoining the Green Mountain House,
in the Village of Fort Atkinson, on September 29 and 30, 1833, D. F. Weymouth,
then of Minnesota, delivering the address. The various displays would be con-
sidered small now, but were very pretentious for the time. The society de-
pended upon the sale of membership tickets, at $r each, to defray the expenses.
The second annual fair was held at the same place. At a meeting of the com-
mittee 1 Jefferson March 2, 1855, the fair was ordered held at that place for 2
veriod of five years, on grounds appropriated from the farm of William A.
Whipple, in the eastern portion of the village. In 1839 the fair was again held
at Fort Atkinson. The exhibit of 1860 was held at Lake Mills and the next
one on the farm of Cyrus Whitney, one mile south of the City of Jefferson.
Jeginuing with 1864 the fair was held at Watertown for three years. In 1860
the scciety determined to hold the fair at Jefferson for ten years and also decided
to locate the fair grounds one-half mile northwest of the village. During the
summer of 1867 a contract was executed hetweeen the society and Orrin Henry,
by the terms of which the permanent occupation of the grounds was secured for
a consideration of $r;oc0.: Thereafter, the grounds were properly improved, a
foral hall and horticultural building erected, a race track finished and other
preparations made for the permanent housing of the exhibition, Improvements
in the fair grounds have been made from time te time, until now the Jefferson
County %J&mw is the equal of any. county fair in the State of Wisconsin.' The
society is now known as the wmmﬁ,mo: County and Rock River Agricultural

- Soclety.

OLD WATERTOWN FAIR (1874-1839)

In March, ‘Hmumr a driving park association was formed in Watertown, which
soon developed into the Central Wisconsin Agricultural and Mechanical Fair




