
 

Department 5 
Goats 

Superintendents: Rachel Nelan 608-239-3716; Katherine Novak 
262.949-3226 
Sat. May 9 9-11am Goat Weigh-in (MAP Building) 
Mon. May 11 by 5pm Animal DNA due to Fair Office 
Sun. July 5 Noon-8pm Barn Decorating 
Mon. July 6 8am-8pm Barn Decorating 
  5-8pm  Animal Arrival 
Tues. July 7 8-10am  Animal Arrival 
  10am  Weigh-in 
  Noon  Exhibitor Meeting 
Wed. July 8 9am  Dairy Goat Show: Breed 
Show, Dairy Showperson 
Thurs. July 9 9am  Meat Goat Show: Breed 
Show, Market, Other, Market Showperson, Other Showperson 
Sat. July 11 10am  Animal Auction & Youth 
Celebration 
  7pm  Master Showperson 
Sun. July 12 10am  Goat Sprout Show 
  3pm  Herdsmanship Meeting 
  TBD  Release 

Rules 
a. All market animal DNA is due by May 11th, 2026 at 5pm. 

o Exhibitors participating in the weigh-in on May 9th 
from 9-11am may pull DNA and submit it then. 

o If you do not turn in DNA, you will not be eligible to sell. 
Any exhibitors participating in dairy, pet, or other 
goats do not need to turn in DNA, but they do need 
official identification.  

a. Exhibitors participating in Rate of Gain must attend the 
weigh-in on May 9th, 2026. 

b. Entry Fee: $5.00 per class unless noted. Substitutions are 
allowed only within the division entered until check-in is 
completed. Exceptions may be considered by 
Superintendent for animal health conditions (Ex. 
Ringworm, warts, or others) with a veterinarian health 
certificate stating the condition of the respective entry. 

c. If an exhibitor has a special need to where 
accommodation is desired, please notify fair 
management and superintendent. 

d. Judging: Face to Face with Danish system. Exhibitors 
present to the judge, who places projects by the Danish 
chart (see last page). 

e. Each exhibitor may enter a total of 5 animals with no 
more than 2 market goats. Exhibitors do not need to 
declare at entry which of the market goats pre-identified 
through 840 Ear Tag and DNA identification they will 
bring to the Fair. Additional limitations may be imposed 
by Superintendent to reduce facility overcrowding at 
time of entry. 

f. Animal Health: All State of Wisconsin mandatory animal 
health regulations apply. See 2026 Wisconsin Animal 
Health Regulations for Fairs and Exhibitions in the entry 
information. 
o ALL GOATS MUST BE INSPECTED AT ARRIVAL PRIOR TO 

ENTERING THE BARN.  

o Goats must be free of abscesses, symptoms of 
contagious diseases and external parasites 
(including ringworm/fungus). Goats with 
ringworm/fungus may not be exhibited unless the Fair 
veterinarian determines it to be inactive and 
incapable of transmission. Affected animals must be 
removed immediately from the Fair Park, and the Fair 
Veterinarian/Fair Management/ Superintendent’s 
decision will be final. 

o All market goats at the Jefferson County Fair will be 
subject to random DNA testing. 

g. Identification: Any goat sexually intact or 12 months or 
older must have one of the following forms of 
identification. See Animal Health Regulations provided by 
DATCP for more details. All tag information must be in 
FairEntry prior to arrival at Fair 
o RFID Tag (15 digits beginning with 840) 
o Scrapie Tag 
o Legible Tattoos (breed or scrapie). Breed tattoos must 

be accompanied by registration papers 
o USDA Approved Implanted Microchips – must be 

accompanied by either registration papers in owner’s 
name OR certificate of veterinary inspection with 
implant# 

h. All Jefferson County Junior Fair Rules, Ethics Policy and 
Show Ring Ethics apply as listed in the entry information. 

i. Fair Management may remove from competition/Fair 
Park any goats which are not properly cared for or 
groomed.  

j. Goats with full natural horns may not be entered unless 
full natural horns are a standard for a specific breed (i.e. 
Boer, Angora, miniature goats). Dairy goats must be 
hornless, fully healed, or have scurs less than 2”. 
Superintendent may disqualify, remove or isolate goats 
deemed unsafe. 

k. Penning: Only goats entered in the appropriate class are 
allowed at the Fair. Nursing kids are only allowed to be 
penned at the fair if they are entered. 

l. Age classifications: Goat age shall be determined as of 
the opening day of Fair. Doe’s which have freshened at 
least once, including dry milkers must compete in the 
milking doe classes. Doe’s over 24 months of age which 
have not freshened can only be entered in the Other 
Goat Division. 

m. Dam & Offspring, Exhibitors Herd, and Bred & OwneD: Only 
animals entered and exhibited in individual age classes 
may be shown. 

n. Exhibitors may only enter a class one time 
o. Exhibit Release: Group exhibits MAY NOT be taken down or 

removed until the release time listed in the entry 
information. Pens must be cleaned and bedding placed 
in designated manure holding area after goats are 
removed. 

DIVISION A – MEAT GOAT BREEDING STOCK 
Premiums: 1st: $12.00; 2nd: $11.00; 3rd: $10.00; 4th: $9.00 
Class 8, 9, & 10 receive Ribbons ONLY 
Class Description 

1. Junior Doe Kid– less than 4 months 
2. Senior Doe Kid – at least 4 months but less than 7 

months 
3. Junior Yearling Doe – at least 7 months but less than 

12 months 
4. Senior Yearling Doe – at least 12 months but less than 

24 months old and not in milk 



 

5. Doe at least 2 years but under 3 years old 
6. Doe at least 3 years but under 5 years old 
7. Doe at least 5 years old 
8. RIBBON ONLY: Dam & Offspring – Dam and 1 doe 

offspring of any age. The exhibitor of the Dam is the 
exhibitor of record. 

9. RIBBON ONLY: Exhibitor’s Herd – (3) owned by exhibitor 
– 1 doe under one year, 1 doe yearling, 1 doe two years 
or over. 

10. RIBBON ONLY: Bred & Owned – doe any age (exhibitor 
or immediate family must have owned Dam at the 
time of breeding of the animal entered) 

Awards for Division A 
Ribbon & Award: Grand & Reserve Grand Champion Meat Goat 

Doe 

DIVISION B – MARKET GOATS 
a. Market goats must be a castrated wether with no 

testicular tissue present, or Doe, and have all milk teeth. 
The judge or Superintendent is authorized to 
handle/mouth any market goat and all decisions are 
final. 

b. Market goats will be subdivided by weight at 
Superintendent discretion. Weights can be light, medium, 
and heavy weights. 

c. Identification: All Market animals must have 840 Ear Tag 
and DNA identification on file with the Jefferson County 
Fair or Wisconsin State Fair by May 11th to be eligible for 
Champion Awards. See page 15 for more details on 
Identification and DNA. 

Goat Add-Ons 
Ultrasound 

a. Ultrasound Fee: $15 per animal. Entry Fee helps offset the 
cost of ultrasound technology. 

b. Ultrasound scan will take place during weigh in. Check 
the schedule at the beginning of the section for dates 
and times. 

c. Ranking based on using a Goat Carcass Index. Higher 
values reflect leaner more muscular carcasses with a 
higher percentage of edible product. The following five 
factors are entered into the index equation to determine 
the value: 
o Carcass Weight: 45 lbs. or greater (equivalent live 

weight 80#) 
o Backfat: greater to or equal to 0.04 inch but as little 

as possible above that 
o Bodywall Thickness: greater to or equal 0.45 inch but 

as little as possible above that 
o Loin Muscle Area: as large as possible; winners are 

typically 2.0 sq. inch or above  
o Leg Score: as high as possible – 15 is the maximum; 

most goats are 7 – 10. 
d. Final results will be posted in the goat barn. 

Rate of Gain 
a. Entry Fee: No entry Fee 
b. Eligible entries must have an official weight recorded at 

the designated Fair weigh in and an official Fair weight 
taken during check-in. See the schedule at the beginning 
of the department for dates and times. 

c. The official Average Daily Gain (ADG) will be calculated 
as the Fair check-in # minus the Spring weigh-in #, 
divided by the number of days on feed. Placings will be 
determined from highest ADG (first place) to lowest ADG 

d. See the Meat Goat Production resource for information 
on maintaining healthy animals here: meat-goat-
production.pdf 

 
Premiums for class 1: 1st: $12.00; 2nd: $11.00; 3rd: $10.00; 4th: 
$9.00 
Class Description 

1. Market Goat (may enter up to 2 times) 
2. Ultrasound (may enter up to 2 times) 
3. Rate of Gain (may enter up to 2 times) 

Awards for Class 1 (Market Goat) 
Ribbon & Award: Champion & Reserve Market Meat Goat 
Ribbon & Award: Champion & Reserve Market Dairy Goat 

Ribbon & Award: Grand & Reserve Grand Champion Market 
Goat 

Awards for Class 2 (Ultrasound) 
Ribbon & Award: Grand & Reserve Grand Champion 

Ultrasound Carcass 
Awards for Class 3 (Rate of Gain) 

Ribbon & Award: Grand & Reserve Grand Champion Rate of 
Gain 

DIVISION C– OTHER GOATS 
a. Open to Non-registered or recorded, crossbred, pygmy, 

dwarf, fiber, miniature, etc. 
b. The exhibited goat may not be shown in any other 

division other than Showperson 
Premiums: 1st: $12.00; 2nd: $11.00; 3rd: $10.00; 4th: $9.00 
Class Description 

1. Junior Doe Kid– less than 4 months 
2. Senior Doe Kid – at least 4 months but less than 7 

months 
3. Junior Yearling Doe – at least 7 months but less than 

12 months 
4. Senior Yearling Doe – at least 12 months but less than 

24 months old and not in milk 
5. Doe 2 years old, but under 5 years 
6. Doe at least 5 years old 
7. Wether under one year old 
8. Wether at least one year old 
9. Pet – Any age or sex 
10. Ribbon Only: Dam & Offspring – Dam and 1 

doe/wether offspring of any age. The exhibitor of the 
Dam is the exhibitor of record. 

DIVISION D– DAIRY REGISTERED BREEDS (BLUE 
REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE) 
DIVISION E – DAIRY GRADES 

a. To exhibit in the registered breed division, each entry 
must have an original registration certificate with 
matching identification. This registration certificate, 
along with a photocopy of the certificate, must be 
presented to Superintendent at check-in. Goats without 
appropriate registration will show in the grade division. 

Premiums: 1st: $12.00; 2nd: $11.00; 3rd: $10.00; 4th: $9.00 
Class Description (for divisions F-H) 

1. Junior Doe Kid– less than 4 months 
2. Senior Doe Kid – at least 4 months but less than 7 

months 
3. Junior Yearling Doe – at least 7 months but less than 

12 months 
4. Senior Yearling Doe – at least 12 months but less than 

24 months old and not in milk 
5. Yearling Milker Under 2 years old and in milk 

https://sustainagga.caes.uga.edu/content/dam/caes-subsite/sustainable-agriculture/documents/meat-goat-production.pdf
https://sustainagga.caes.uga.edu/content/dam/caes-subsite/sustainable-agriculture/documents/meat-goat-production.pdf


 

6. Junior milker at least 2 years old but under 3 years old 
and in milk 

7. Mature milker at least 3 years old but under 5 years 
old 

8. Aged milker at least 5 years old 
9. RIBBON ONLY: Dam & Offspring – Dam and 1 doe 

offspring of any age. The exhibitor of the Dam is the 
exhibitor of record. 

10. RIBBON ONLY: Exhibitor’s Herd – (3) owned by 
exhibitor – 1 doe under one year, 1 doe yearling, 1 doe 
two years or over. 

11. RIBBON ONLY: Bred & Owned – doe any age (exhibitor 
or immediate family must have owned Dam at the 
time of breeding of the animal entered) 

Division F-H Awards 
Ribbon & Award: Grand & Reserve Grand Champion Breed Doe 
Ribbon & Award: Grand & Reserve Grand Champion Grade Doe 
 
DIVISION F –SHOWPERSON 

a. Showperson classes will be broken at the 
Superintendent’s discretion. 

b. Exhibitors must enter themselves into Showperson in 
FairEntry before registration ends. 

c. Exhibitors may participate in both dairy and 
meat/market goat showperson 

d. Exhibitors must show their own exhibited goat from an 
entered class 

e. The Supreme Champion Dairy & Meat Goat Showperson 
will participate in the Master Showperson contest. The 
winner of Other Goat Showperson will not participate in 
Master Showperson. Please see the Master Showperson 
portion of the book for more information 

Premiums: 1st: $5.00; 2nd: $4.00; 3rd: $3.00; 4th: $2.00 
Class Description 

1. Dairy Goat Showperson Ages 8-19 
2. Meat/Market Goat Showperson Ages 8-19 
3. Other Goat Showperson Ages 8-19 

Awards for Showperson 
Ribbon and Award: Supreme & Reserve Supreme Champion 

Showperson (for each type) 
Award: Honorable Mention Supreme Champion Showperson 

(for each type) 

DIVISION I - Herdsmanship 
a. Small and large group classes will be determined by the 

number of exhibitors exhibiting animals. 
b. The 1st place herdsmanship group from the previous Fair 

will receive preferred penning placement at the following 
year’s Fair. 

Premiums: 1st: $25.00; 2nd: $20.00; 3rd: $15.00; 4th: $10.00 
Class Description 

1. Small Group 
2. Large Group 

 


