
 

Department 6  
Equine 

 
Superintendents: Sue Zimmerman 920-723-9465 & Jordan 
Soleska 262-719-7673 
Sun. July 5 Noon-6pm Decorate Barn 
Mon. July 6 8am-8pm Decorate Barn 
Tues. July 7 1-7pm  Animal Arrival 
  5-7pm  Check-in 
Wed. July 8 9am  Showperson, 
Driving/Trail/Western Riding 
Thurs. July 9 9am  Gymkhana, 
Western/English Under Saddle 
Sat. July 11 7pm  Master Showperson 
Sun. July 12 10am  Equine Sprouts 

3pm  Herdsmanship – MAP 
Building 

  TBD  Release 

Rules 
a. Entry Fee: $2.50 per class 
b. Stall Fee: $10.00 per Horse 
c. If an exhibitor has a special need to where 

accommodation is desired, please notify fair 
management and superintendent. 

d. Judging: Face to Face with Danish system. Exhibitors 
present to the judge, who places projects by the Danish 
chart (see last page). 

e. Entries: 
o Only one animal (horse, pony or draft) per exhibitor. 
o Exhibitors will be divided into classes based on age as 

of January 1 of the current year. Grouping of classes 
will be at the superintendent's discretion. 

o Exhibitors may enter no more than 8 individual horse 
classes. After entry deadline, exhibitors may only 
change within the entered division. 

f. The shows will follow the Equestrian Guidelines as 
published by the Wisconsin 4H Horse Association. The 
guideline can be found on the Wisconsin 4H Horse 
Association website. 

g. Exhibitors must comply with State of Wisconsin, Jefferson 
County Fair, and  Fair Management rules. Fair 
management will reference WI State 4-H Horse 
Association “Equestrian Guidelines” and “Gymkhana 
Rules & Class List” for detailed class guidelines. 

h. Health Rules: All State of Wisconsin mandatory animal 
health regulations apply. See County & District Fairs, 
Animal Health Rules and Regulations in entry information.  
o A negative EIA (Coggins) test is required for all 

exhibition equine. The test must be CURRENT and valid 
through September 30th of the current fair year. 
Original documentation must be presented to Fair 
Management prior to unloading. 

o Horse ID sheets, EIA (Coggins) test and proof of 
vaccination must be submitted to Superintendent 
prior to the arrival of fair. They may be submitted with 
Fair entry, email or mail. 

o It is recommended all horse be in good health and 
vaccinated prior to June 1 of the current Fair year for 

Eastern  and Western Encephalomyelitis, Tetanus, and 
Equine Influenza. 

o Any animal health verification with out of state 
addresses listed with animal information will be 
considered by Fair Management as owned outside of 
Wisconsin and will require a current CVI for Jefferson 
County Fair exhibition. 

i. Superintendent:  
o Will assign stalls based on entry information provided 

by the exhibitor 
o Questions, interpretations, and any variance from 

participation rules or classes should be directed to 
Fair Management. Superintendent’s decisions will be 
final. 

o Exhibitors or adults should not approach the judge 
before, during or after the show. Questions and 
concerns regarding judges or judging should be 
directed to Superintendent 

o Once a horse is checked in and unloaded it may not 
leave the Fair Park until the designated time as 
communicated by the superintendent on Sunday 
unless authorized by the Fair Veterinarian, 
Superintendent, or Fair Management. 

j. Definitions: 
o Horse – over 56 inches.  
o Pony – Ponies or horses measuring 56” and under are 

eligible to show in either the pony class or in the horse 
class (no cross exhibiting). Exhibitor must declare at 
check in. 

o Miniatures – must enter and show in the pony classes 
for safety reasons. 

o Stallions are not allowed to be exhibited. A stallion is 
defined as an unaltered male over 1 year of age.  

o Mares with foals at side are not allowed to exhibit. 
k. Horse/Exhibitor Safety: 

o For Safety reasons, exhibitors may receive assistance 
with horse handling if exhibitor is in the immediate 
area. This includes but not limited to leading to and 
from the stalling area and lunging in arenas. 

o Long pants, boots with a cut-out heel, and SEI 
approved (and fastened) helmets, must be worn 
when mounted/driving while on the Fair Park. 

o Exhibitors are ONLY allowed to ride the horse they 
entered and checked in, no exceptions. Riding is 
limited to designated riding arena and when entering 
the show ring. 

o Kicker/Biters: Known kickers must wear a red ribbon 
on their tail. Known biters must wear a green ribbon 
on their forelock. Ribbons worn will not be judged 
against the horse. 

o In driving classes an exhibitor may have an adult ride 
in cart (helmet required). 

l. Additional Division/Class Guidelines:  
o The entry gate will be held a maximum of two 

minutes. Exhibitors requiring a tack change must 
notify gate person of the request a minimum of two 
(2) classes before their class is called. 

o Walk/trot entries MAY NOT CANTER in WALK/TROT 
classes and MAY NOT CROSS ENTER in canter classes 
unless youth wants to enter in Gymkhana classes, 
they MUST ONLY walk or trot the pattern. 

o Walk/trot entries are WALK/TROT ONLY 
o Decoration: Decorations are to be hung up with tape, 

staples and nails are not permitted in the horse stalls 

https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/projects/agriculture-and-animal-science/horse-project/wisconsin-4-h-horse-association/
https://4h.extension.wisc.edu/opportunities/projects/agriculture-and-animal-science/horse-project/wisconsin-4-h-horse-association/


 

o Showperson: Judged on exhibitor’s ability to show the 
horse at halter. 

o Trail and In-Hand Trail: judged on training and 
handling of the horse over obstacles 

o Horsemanship/Equitation: judged on exhibitors’ 
ability to ride under saddle. 

o Pleasure: Judged as to its performance as a pleasure 
mount. 

o Western Riding: Judged on gaits being relaxed, 
controlled, fluid moving through a pattern. Simple 
lead changes are permitted, flying lead changes are 
preferred and may result in a higher maneuver score. 

Premiums for Divisions A-C 
1st: $6.00; 2nd: $5.00; 3rd: $4.00; 4th: $3.00 

 

DIVISION A –WESTERN/ENGLISH UNDER 
SADDLE 
Class Description 

1. Hunter Under Saddle 
2. Saddle Seat Pleasure 
3. Hunter Under Saddle - Pony 
4. Walk/Trot Hunter Under Saddle – Horse/Pony 
5. English Equitation 
6. Saddle Seat Equitation 
7. English Equitation- Pony 
8. Walk/Trot English Equitation – Horse/Pony 
9. Western Pleasure 
10. Western Pleasure - Pony 
11. Walk/Trot Western Pleasure – Horse/Pony 
12. Horseless Horse Pleasure – English/Western 
13. Horseless Horse Equitation – English/Western 
14. Western Horsemanship 
15. Western Horsemanship – Pony 
16. Walk/Trot Western Horsemanship – Horse/Pony 

 

DIVISION B – GYMKHANA 
Class Description 

1. Poles 
2. Barrels 
3. Flag Race 
4. Plug 

 

DIVISION C –DRIVING/TRAIL/WESTERN 
RIDING 
Class Description 

1. Cart Pleasure Driving – Horse/Pony 
2. In-Hand Trail – Horse/Pony 
3. Trail – Horse/Pony 
4. Walk/Trot Trail – Horse/Pony 
5. Western Riding 

 

DIVISION D – SHOWPERSON 
a. Exhibitors must enter themselves into Showperson in 

FairEntry if they wish to participate. 
Premiums: 1st: $5.00; 2nd: $4.00; 3rd: $3.00; 4th: $2.00 
Class Description 

1. Showperson: Western 
2. Showperson: English 
3. Showperson: Pony 
4. Showperson: Horseless Horse 

DIVISION E – HERDSMANSHIP 

a. All groups will be automatically entered in herdsmanship 
and must follow all exhibit rules. 

b. Group divisions (small or large) will be determined by the 
number of exhibitors exhibiting horses. Groups will be 
divided as evenly as possible after exhibits are in place. 

Premiums: 1st: $25.00; 2nd: $20.00; 3rd: $15.00; 4th: $10.00 
Class Description 

1. Small Group 
2. Large Group 



 

 


