
Animal Identification and DNA  
Identification: All Market animals must have 840 Ear Tag on the animal and DNA identification on file with the 
Jefferson County Fair to be eligible for Champion Awards & Sale. Once identified, market animals are subject to 
random 840 ear tag inspection and DNA verification testing at any time by Fair Management. Exhibitors who 
intentionally remove official 840 ear tags are subject to disciplinary actions. Market animals not DNA Identified by will 
be allowed to show but are not eligible for Sale or Champion Awards and will be identified as such after the judge 
has placed the class and will be lowered one ribbon group placing. 
Acceptable Market Identification (tags): Any 15-digit 840 ear tag identification will be accepted, RFID ear tags are 
preferred but not required. The Fair will have Individual 840 RFID Ear Tags available for purchase in the Fair office (503 
North Jackson Avenue, Jefferson) beginning October 2025 but the 840 identification ear tag used does not have to 
be a Jefferson County Fair issued ear tag. If an 840 ear tag is lost at any point throughout the project, you may 
purchase a new tag at the Fair office for $5. Animals which arrive at the Fair without 840 ear tag identification which 
matches initial identification are not eligible for Champion awards and will be lowered one ribbon group placing and 
identified as such after the judge has placed the class. 
Acceptable DNA Identification: Jefferson County Fair works with an outside service provider to offer a non-biased 
identification DNA verification process which is used to protect show integrity and ensure the animals entered are the 
same animals brought to the Fair by the exhibitor. The materials available for purchase at the Fair Park Office are 
tags for $5 and DNA envelope for $10. 
Pulling and Turning in DNA: 
State Fair: Jefferson Fair Park staff will send any DNA with state fair indicated to the Wisconsin State Fair before their 
May deadline. 
*Wisconsin State Fair DNA deadline will vary from Jefferson County – check the Wisconsin State Fair website. 
Deadlines 

o Beef: DNA must be on file with the Fair office by Monday, December 15th 2025 by 5pm. Exhibitors may attend 
weigh-in on Saturday, December 13th from 9-11am and pull/turn in DNA there. 

o Sheep & Goats: DNA must be on file with the Fair office by Monday, May 11th 2026 by 5pm. Exhibitors may 
attend weigh-in on Saturday, May 9th from 9-11am and pull/turn in DNA there. 

o Swine: DNA must be on file with the Fair office by Monday, May 11th, 2026 by 5pm 
Lost 840 Ear tag identification: If any market animals lose their documented 840 Ear tag identification prior to 
Tuesday of fair, exhibitors must email the following information to fair@jeffersoncountywi.gov 

o Exhibitor Name    Species     Lost 840 Ear tag # (All 15 digits) 
o If an 840 tag is lost after check-in, please contact the Fair office. Jefferson County Fair reserves authority to 

take a DNA sample of any animal which losses their 840 Ear Tag.  

Herdsmanship Information 

Guidelines and Rubric:  
Exhibitors will be judged on herdsmanship based on the following 

1. General Appearance: overall look of the club’s exhibit 
2. Cleanliness: Pens are clean and well bedded; animals are clean and groomed 
3. Decorations: Eye appeal, neatness, related to fair’s theme 
4. Identification: Clear identification of the club and the exhibitor(s) first and last name 
5. Storage: Decorations are put up safely, the aisle is free of obstacles, show boxes & feed pans are out of the 

way. 
Poultry and Rabbit Specific Info: 

1. Individuals must sign themselves up for barn duty 
2. The details of barn duty will be communicated by the superintendent(s) 
3. If an individual does not show up for barn duty OR does not fulfill their duties, the club they belong to will be 

docked points at the superintendent(s) discretion. 
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