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Three Candidates Announced for 2026 Fairest of the Fair Competition 
The Jefferson County Fair has announced that applications for the 2026 Fairest of the Fair program officially 
closed on December 22. This year, three candidates will be competing for the title of 2026 Jefferson County 
Fairest of the Fair.  

The Fairest of the Fair program is a long-standing county tradition that promotes agricultural, educational, 
social, and cultural opportunities. Throughout the year, the Fairest of the Fair represents Jefferson County at 
events across the community, including parades, readings, school visits, and, of course, the annual 
Jefferson County Fair. 

Applications for the 2026 position opened during the 2025 Jefferson County Fair, with the first application 
received just one day after the Fair concluded. Following the close of applications, three contestants are 
announced: Sydney Streich, Megan Doherty, and Olivia Jennrich. While each candidate brings unique 
experiences, all share a deep love of the Fair and a strong commitment to community involvement and 
agricultural advocacy. 

Sydney Streich has been involved in 4-H for over 14 years, showing more than 10 different project areas 
including horses and dogs. She has earned multiple titles and honors including two-time Equine Supreme 
Showperson at the Jefferson Fair. Sydney values volunteering at agricultural related events, participating in 
community events, and mentoring youth. She is currently studying criminal justice at the University of 
Wisconsin – Platteville. 

Megan Doherty has roots in both FFA and 4-H showing animals including swine. She grew up watching her 
family exhibit which sparked her own passion at the Fair. With titles such as Class of 2025 Valedictorian, 
Megan is someone who pushes herself out of her comfort zone and isn’t afraid to try a new experience. 
Megan is in her first year at the University of Nebraska – Lincoln. 

Olivia Jennrich is passionate about agriculture and is rooted in Jefferson County Dairy in both FFA and 4-H. 
At just 10 years old, Olivia began exhibiting at the Fair where she created memories with livestock, friends, 
and family. She’s earned multiple agriculture-based scholarships including the 2025 FFA Alumni 
Scholarship. Olivia is attending the University of Wisconsin – Madison studying Genetics & Genomics. 

The three contestants will come together on January 5 for a full afternoon of interviews, professional 
development, and creative activities. Candidates will be evaluated by a panel of three qualified judges, 
along with the 2025 Jefferson County Fairest of the Fair, who will collectively determine the 2026 titleholder. 

James (Jim) Braughler serves as a Jefferson County Supervisor and is a librarian at L.D. Fargo Public Library 
in Lake Mills. He previously taught fine arts and social sciences at the high school level. His connection to 
county fairs began in Pennsylvania, where he exhibited livestock, florals, vegetables, and baked goods. 
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Through his 4-H training, Jim developed strong public speaking skills and now presents at state-level 
events. This is his second year serving as a judge for the Jefferson County Fairest of the Fair program. 

Cheryl Ehrke, a Fort Atkinson seamstress and dairy farmer, worked for 17 years as a grade school learning 
aide. She has been involved with the Jefferson County Fair for 55 years, beginning as a 4-H member 
exhibiting dairy cattle, clothing, home furnishings, and arts & crafts, and later serving as a 4-H Dairy Leader. 
Most recently, she has served as Superintendent of Junior Cultural Arts at the Jefferson County Fair. 

Amy Maresch is a small business owner and community advocate in Jefferson. She opened Vintage on 
Main, a home décor boutique, in July 2022 and has served as Executive Director of the Jefferson Main Street 
Association since May 2023, where she supports downtown businesses and community development. Amy 
also performs as an announcer for a variety of regional horse shows throughout southern Wisconsin and 
has a lifelong passion for horses and fair traditions. 

The Jefferson County Fair looks forward to the upcoming Fairest of the Fair events and invites community 
members to attend the Coronation Ceremony on January 9, 2026, at 5:00 p.m. During the event, all three 
candidates will be presented on stage, answer final questions, and one will be crowned the 2026 Jefferson 
County Fairest of the Fair. 

For more information, please contact Sammy Garvey at 920-674-7139 or sgarvey@jeffersoncountywi.gov. 

The Jefferson County Fair extends its appreciation to all applicants and judges for their continued 
dedication to preserving and promoting the traditions, education, and community spirit of the Fair. 

About the Jefferson County Fair 
The Jefferson County Fair is a beloved tradition that celebrates the agricultural, social, and cultural 
achievements of the community. Come join the Fair fun on July 8th-12th 2026! 

 


