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General Rules 
a. Participation in the Jefferson County Fair is a valued opportunity for everyone involved. To ensure a positive experience for all, it’s 

important that exhibitors, parents, leaders, and volunteers uphold the highest standards of conduct. If rules are not followed, 
exhibitors may face disqualification, loss of awards or premiums, and potential ineligibility for future participation. We appreciate 
your commitment to maintaining the integrity of the Fair. 

b. It is the Exhibitor’s responsibility to be aware of all dates, deadlines and updates which may be emailed, posted online at the Fair 
website or in FairEntry. 

c. The Jefferson County Fair Park Committee reserves the right to interpret the rules and regulations listed in entry information. 
d. The Jefferson County Fair Park is not responsible for LOST or STOLEN articles, or for INJURY or DEATH of livestock. Owners/exhibitors 

assume full responsibility. Exhibitors exhibit at their own risk. 
e. The Jefferson County Fair Park has the right to publish, and copyright any exhibitors image (including audio, moving image or 

photography) for educational programs, websites, and promotion of its programs. 
f. All general rules apply to all departments unless stated otherwise. 
g. Junior Exhibitors must be 8-19 years of age on January 1 of the current fair year and in good standings of the youth organization 

they represent to participate in the fair. Junior department entries at the Jefferson County Fair are open to members of 4-H, FFA, 
or other recognized youth organizations under adult leadership which are recognized by the Jefferson County Fair. The 
organization must have an educational program appropriate to its mission and be approved by the Fair prior to March 1 of the 
current Fair year.  
o Youth organizations approved for participation in the Jefferson County Fair must have at least 50% of their members residing 

in Jefferson County or an adjacent county (Dodge, Dane, Rock, Walworth, or Waukesha). Exemptions apply to school affiliated 
organizations, statewide organizations (ex. Breed associations), or youth residing in dual households. Member residencies will 
be reviewed after the registration close date and any discrepancies may be verified with the youth organization leader. 

h. No entry shall compete for more than one premium except Showperson Events (livestock exhibits). 
i. Exhibits must be the result of the exhibitor’s own labor or current Fair year projects (Fair to Fair) and may not have been shown at 

a previous Jefferson County Fair (except for animal projects). 
j. Any exhibit containing illegal or protected materials will be disqualified. 
k. Exhibits not fulfilling department rules and requirements may be disqualified or subject to lowered placings. The Judge, 

Superintendent, and Fair Staff have the right to disqualify any exhibit.  
l. Junior exhibitors entering a static (non-animal) project must attend Judging Day to present their exhibit to the judge, unless an 

exception has been made by Fair Park staff. 
m. Animal Exhibits: 

o Must be shown by the exhibitor unless special permission is granted by Fair Management because of a medical condition or 
conflicting JCF Junior division shows. 

o Animals not properly cleaned/groomed, halter broke or unsafe may be disqualified or forfeit premiums. 
o May not be unloaded or placed in housing facility until all necessary papers are checked by Superintendent(s). Failure to do 

so may result in quarantine, disqualification and/or the animal being removed from the Fair Park. 
n. Fitting: Only the exhibitor, their immediate family (father, mother, grandparents, sibling, or guardian), another Jefferson County 

Fair exhibitor, or an authorized organizational leader may assist with show preparation/fitting at any time during the Fair. Animals 
may only be fit in designated areas. Additional fitting rules can be found in the Jefferson County Fair Ethics Policy. 

o. If an exhibitor has a special need to where accommodation is desired, please notify fair management and superintendent. 
p. Livestock are at the risk of the exhibitor at all times. Proper animal husbandry management, which includes feed, bedding, daily 

care and animal health is the responsibility of the exhibitor unless stated otherwise. 
q. Premises ID number must be included at the time of entry submission for any LIVESTOCK ENTRY (all animals aside from dogs, cats, 

and animals participating in the Animal Science Department). 
o If you can’t remember your Premise ID, you can find it on the WLIC (Wisconsin Livestock Identification Consortium) website 

here: Premises ID Retrieval | WLIC 
o If you do not have a premise ID, you can register for one here: Premises Registration & Renewal | WLIC 
o Failure to include Premise ID at the time of registration may result in the entry being denied 

r. All exhibits must be in place by the specified entry check-in deadline. Exhibits arriving after the deadline may not be eligible to be 
judged. 

s. Any postings in/on any building must have Fair Management approval. 
 

Ethics Policy 
The Jefferson County Fair is committed to fostering an environment of respect, integrity, and fairness for all participants. Our Ethics 
Policy is designed to ensure that every exhibitor, volunteer, and visitor upholds high standards of behavior that promote honesty, 
responsible animal care, and respectful interactions. By following these guidelines, we can create a positive experience that reflects 
our shared values and commitment to a safe, inclusive, and enjoyable Fair for everyone. 

a. Tampering, and/or inhumane treatment; and/or misrepresentation as to breeding, age, ownership and any irregularity in 
showing will be considered fraud and deception. 

b. To maintain the highest degree of confidence and integrity in the livestock shows, the Jefferson County Fair Park reserves the 
right to disqualify any animal fitted in an unethical manner and/or disqualify the exhibitor. Unethical fitting includes, but is not 
limited to: 

https://wiid.org/premises-registration-renewal/premises-id-retrieval/
https://wiid.org/premises-registration-renewal/
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o Any injection of gas, solid, or liquid to alter normal conformation. 
o Cutting or tearing of the hide, tissue removal, or any procedure intended to alter shape or appearance. 
o Attempts to disrupt or change normal dental development. 
o Dyeing or coloring of hair. 
o Addition of artificial tailheads, switches, polls, hair, or heels. 
o Administration of fluids (internally or externally, in liquid or solid form) to alter conformation or firmness. 

c. The use of any medication not prescribed by a veterinarian is prohibited. Any alteration of the animal’s state after checking them 
into the Fair, including breeding devices, is not permitted unless ALL OF the following occur: 
o Veterinarian recommends the altering of the animal’s state 
o Approved by Fair Staff 
o Administered by the veterinarian, the exhibitor, or the exhibitor’s immediate family 

d. All exhibitors, their immediate family and any other parties involved in the unethical fitting and showing of an animal, will be 
subject to forfeiture of award(s) and premium(s), and/or dismissal from the Fair Park; and/or being barred from competition 
immediately in the department in which the violation has occurred and/or from all departments entered; and/or in future 
competition at the Jefferson County Fair. 

e. Any exhibitor who has been banned or suspended from exhibiting at any Wisconsin county or state fair may be deemed ineligible 
to exhibit projects or participate in the Jefferson County Fair and/or its Animal Auction. 

 


