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2026 Kansas State Fair 4-H Bale Decorating Contest 
Hosted by the Kansas State Fair 

 
The Kansas State Fair invites Kansas 4-H Clubs to participate in the 2026 4-H Bale 
Decorating Contest. This creative competition allows clubs to showcase teamwork, 
creativity, and pride in 4-H while celebrating the decorating theme for the 2026 Kansas 
State Fair: America 250. 
 
1. Eligibility 
• Open to Kansas 4-H Clubs in good standing. 
• Each participating club may submit one (1) entry. 
• Clubs must complete and submit the official entry application by the entry deadline 

listed below. 
 
2. Bale Allocation 
• Each accepted club will be provided, at no cost: 

o One (1) round hay bale 
o Two (2) square hay bales 

• Bales will be provided by the Kansas State Fair and must be used as the primary 
structural elements of the display. Additional bales may be used at the club’s expense. 

 
3. Theme 
America 250 
Designs should celebrate American history, heritage, patriotism, innovation, freedom, or 
Kansas’ role in the American story. Creative interpretation of the theme is encouraged while 
remaining family-friendly and respectful. 
 
4. Decorating Rules & Guidelines 

• All decorations must be family-friendly and appropriate for a public Fair environment. 
• Decorations must be securely attached and capable of withstanding outdoor weather 

conditions i.e. wind and rain. 
• Only non-hazardous materials may be used. 
• No live animals, food items, or perishable materials are permitted. 
• No open flames, fireworks, or electrical components requiring power are allowed. 
• Clubs may not alter or remove provided bales. 
• The Kansas State Fair reserves the right to remove or modify any display deemed 

unsafe, inappropriate, or non-compliant. 
 
5. Entry Deadline 

• Completed entry applications must be received no later than Friday, August 14, 2026. 
• Space may be limited; early submission is encouraged. 
 
 

 



 
 

Page 2 
2000 NORTH POPLAR STREET ● HUTCHINSON, KS  67502 ● 620.669.3600 / 800.362.3247 ● KANSASSTATEFAIR.GOV 

6. Setup & Completion Timeline 

• Bale displays will be located throughout the Kansas State Fairgrounds. 
• The Kansas State Fair will assign each participating club a designated bale decorating 

space. 
• A location map showing each club’s assigned space will be sent to clubs prior to the 

Fair. 
• Bales will be in place and decorating may begin on Thursday, September 10th after 10 

a.m. 
• All bale decorations must be completed by Friday, September 11, 2026, at 10:00 a.m. 
• Displays must remain intact for the full ten (10) days of the Kansas State Fair. 
• Late, incomplete, or abandoned entries may be disqualified and subject to removal by 

the Kansas State Fair. 

7. Judging 
• Judging will take place on Friday, September 11, 2026. 
• Entries will be evaluated by a panel selected by the Kansas State Fair. 

 
Judging Criteria & Weights: 
• Adherence to Theme (America 250) – 35% 
• Creativity & Originality – 25% 
• Visual Impact – 20% 
• Use of Provided Bales – 10% 
• Overall Craftsmanship & Attention to Detail – 10% 

Judges’ decisions are final. 
 
8. Awards & Recognition 

• First Place, Second Place, and Third Place entries will receive prize packages. 
• Prize packages may include ribbons, certificates, recognition signage, and/or 

sponsor-provided items. 
• Winning clubs may be recognized through Kansas State Fair promotional materials, 

social media, and on-site signage. 
 
9. Liability & Responsibility 

• Participating clubs are responsible for their decorations and materials. 
• The Kansas State Fair is not responsible for damage caused by weather, vandalism, or 

normal Fair operations. 
• Decorations may be removed after 7:00 p.m. Sunday, September 20th through 

September 23rd.   Any remaining decorations will be disposed of accordingly. 
• By entering, clubs grant the Kansas State Fair permission to photograph, video, and 

use images of the displays and participants for promotional and archival purposes. 
 
10. Entry Application & Submission 
All completed applications must be submitted to: 

Tammy Wanamaker 
Special Events Coordinator 
Kansas State Fair 
2000 North Poplar Street 
Hutchinson, KS 67502 
tammy.wanamaker@ks.gov  
(620) 669-3624 

mailto:tammy.wanamaker@ks.gov
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                    2026 Kansas State Fair 4-H Bale Decorating 
Contest 

Entry Application 
 

Kansas 4-H Club Name:            

County:              

Club Leader / Primary Contact Name:         

Phone Number:             

Email Address:             

Estimated Number of Youth Participating:         

Brief Description of Proposed Design: 

             

             

             

              

Agreement & Acknowledgement 

By submitting this application, the undersigned acknowledges that they have read 

and agree to abide by all rules and regulations of the 2026 Kansas State Fair 4-H 

Bale Decorating Contest. 

 
 
              
Signature (Club Leader or Authorized Representative)   Date: 
 

For questions or additional information, please contact 

Tammy Wanamaker 
Special Events Coordinator 
tammy.wanamaker@ks.gov 
(620) 669-3624  
 

mailto:tammy.wanamaker@ks.gov

