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Kern County Fair Wraps a Memorable Run with Strong Community
Impact, Thriving Exhibits, and Three Sold-Out Grandstand Events

BAKERSFIELD, CA — The Kern County Fair closed out its 2025 run with robust
participation across livestock, competitive exhibits, concerts, and community drives—
underscoring the Fair’s role as a vital gathering place for Kern County.

Despite intermittent rains that reduced overall attendance by 9% compared to last year,
the Fair still welcomed over 300,000 guests across 12 days, delivering safe, family-
friendly entertainment and significant contributions to local causes.

“Even with a few rainy evenings, Kern County showed up— in the barns, in our exhibit
halls, and at our stages,” said Michael Olcott, CEO of the Kern County Fair. “From
robust youth participation to thousands of pounds of food donated and thousands of
pints of blood collected, this Fair once again reflected the generosity, grit, and spirit of
our community.”

2025 Fair by the numbers:
Agriculture & Youth (Junior Livestock Program)

e Livestock Exhibitors: 1,040
e Livestock Entries: 5,438
e Junior Livestock Auction: $1.45 million in sales supporting local youth

Competitive Exhibits

e Exhibitors: 3,448
e Entries: 7,720
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Entertainment Highlights

e Top 5 attended shows at the Budweiser Pavilion (Hard Rock Hotel and Casino
Taejon Concert Series): Banda El Mexicano, Banda Machos, Ashanti, Sugar
Ray, and The Isley Brothers

e Grandstand: Three sold-out events

Community Impact

e Feed the Need: 22,506 pounds of food donated to Community Action Partnership
of Kern food banks

e Pint for a Pass: 8,000 pints of blood collected for Houchin Community Blood
Bank

e KC’s Reading Round-Up: 5,728,400 minutes read by 28,642 Kern County
students

Local Jobs & Operations

e Over 500 temporary employees hired for seasonal work

The Fair also featured popular special-program days and cultural celebrations, including
Senior Day, Gospel Day, and a full slate of free concerts and attractions across the
grounds. Continuing the tradition of welcoming families from across the region to
experience agriculture, arts, food, and live entertainment.

“Thank you to our sponsors, exhibitors, vendors, volunteers, first responders, and the
thousands of guests who created their moments with us,” Olcott added. “We’re already
planning 2026 and can’t wait to raise the bar again next year.”

About the Kern County Fair

The Kern County Fair is dedicated to providing a family-friendly event that showcases
agriculture, local businesses, entertainment, and educational opportunities for the
community. Each year, thousands of visitors attend the fair to enjoy the exhibits,
livestock shows, concerts, and a variety of cultural and community-based activities.

The 2026 Kern County Fair runs September 23 — October 4, 2026.
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