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Kern County Fair Board Makes History, Elects
NaTesha “T” Johnson as First African American

Woman Chair in 110-Year History
Bakersfield, CA – March 17, 2026 — In a historic milestone for the Kern County Fair and Event
Center, the 15th District Agricultural Association Board of Directors has elected NaTesha “T” Johnson
as Chair of the Board. This appointment marks a significant moment in the organization’s 110-year
history, as Johnson becomes the first African American woman to serve in this leadership role.

Johnson brings a wealth of experience, leadership, and community impact to her new position. She has
served on the Board and has consistently demonstrated a strong commitment to advancing the mission
of the Kern County Fair while supporting the broader community.

Professionally, Johnson serves as the Executive Director of Entrepreneurship and Workforce
Development at Bakersfield College. She holds a Master of Public Administration from California State
University, Bakersfield, and a certification in Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion from Cornell University.

Her dedication to public service is longstanding. Johnson is the third African American woman to hold a
state-appointed position on the 15th District Agricultural Association Board. Her appointment was
originally made by former Governor Jerry E. Brown and continued under Governor Gavin Newsom,
reflecting sustained confidence in her leadership and service.

In addition to her board service, Johnson has held numerous influential leadership roles, including
serving as the 2023 Chair of the Bakersfield Women’s Business Conference and becoming the first
African American woman to preside over the historic Fox Theater in its 90-year history.

Reflecting on her appointment, Johnson shared:

“The Kern County Fair has been a part of my life for as long as I can remember. From attending as a
child to participating in 4-H activities, livestock showcases, and community events, the fairgrounds have
always held a special place in my heart. I am honored to now serve in this role and give back to an
institution that has given so much to our community. I look forward to working alongside this incredible
board to continue building a fair that reflects the richness, diversity, and strength of Kern County.”

Johnson’s appointment represents not only a personal achievement, but also a meaningful step
forward in representation and leadership within the region.
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