
LEA COUNTY
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

Thursday, August 19, 2021 9:00 A.M.
Regular Meeting

Lea County Courthouse
100 North Main, Lovington, New Mexico 88260
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Consideration of Lea County Resolution No. 21-AUG-165R Approving the July 22, 2021 Regular Meeting Minutes

LCBCC Regular Meeting 08-19-2021 Item 01.01.01
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Public Comments (Non Agenda Items)

LCBCC Regular Meeting 08-19-2021 Item 01.02.01
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Commissioners and Manager Comments

LCBCC Regular Meeting 08-19-2021 Item 01.03.01
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Consideration of Lea County Resolution No. 21-AUG-166R Amending Lea County Resolution No. 20-OCT-209R
Approving the Lea County Board of County Commissioners Remaining Meeting Dates for Calendar Year 2021

LCBCC Regular Meeting 08-19-2021 Item 01.04.01

Suggested Remaining Meetings:

 Thursday, September 2, 2021 8:45 A.M. (Special Mtg – Certify Canvass)
 Thursday, September 2, 2021 9:00 A.M.
 Thursday, September 30, 2021 9:00 A.M.
 Thursday, October 21, 2021 9:00 A.M.
 Thursday, November 4, 2021 9:00 A.M.
 Wednesday, November 10, 2021 9:00 A.M. (Special Mtg – Certify Canvass)
 Thursday, November 18, 2021 9:00 A.M.
 Thursday, December 9, 2021 9:00 A.M.
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Consideration of Lea County Resolution No. 21-AUG-167R Supporting Minimizing Changes to New Mexico’s
Congressional Districts

LCBCC Regular Meeting 08-19-2021 Item 01.05.01
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Consideration of Lea County Resolution No. 21-AUG-167R Supporting Minimizing Changes to New Mexico’s
Congressional Districts

LCBCC Regular Meeting 08-19-2021 Item 01.05.02

The boundaries of state congressional districts in the State of New Mexico are redrawn after every Federal decennial census by legislative action,
adopted by both chambers of the Legislature and signed into law by the Governor, with assistance from the Citizen Redistricting Committee.

The citizens of Lea County and the State of New Mexico deserve a fair, fully transparent, impartial, and depoliticized process of the subsequent
drawing of state congressional districts of near equal population.

Lea County, in its entirety, is currently in New Mexico’s 2nd Congressional District.

The state’s congressional districts have conformed to a division between the northern and southern regions of the state since 1969.
The unnecessary splitting of counties such as Lea County, or of cities, or of Native American reservations, into two or more congressional districts
would divide our communities of interest, create administrative problems, and violate fair redistricting principles that focus on keeping communities
with defined boundaries undivided and contiguous.

Lea County respectfully requests and urges the Citizen Redistricting Committee and Legislature when drafting and adopting the state’s new
congressional redistricting plan to maintain the longstanding north-south division of the state’s congressional districts, to minimize city splits, to
keep Native American reservations whole, to split counties no more than once, and to adopt a congressional redistricting plan which generally
minimizes changes from the existing configuration of congressional districts.

Lea County calls upon all elected officials in the State of New Mexico who represent the people of Lea County to publicly announce their support
of and commitment to work towards passage of such legislative efforts that a copy of this Resolution shall be delivered to each of them.
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Consideration of Lea County Resolution No. 21-AUG-168R Supporting the Lea County Municipal School District
Boards of Education Local Control and Authority to Make Decisions in the Best Interest of Students, Staff and
Parents

LCBCC Regular Meeting 08-19-2021 Item 01.06.01

The Public School Code in NMSA 1978, Section 22-5-4, grants the Lea County Municipal School
Boards certain powers and duties which include developing educational policies for school districts,
overseeing budgeting and procurement, and adopting rules pertaining to the administration of all
powers and duties of the Lea County Municipal School Boards.

The Public School Code in NMSA 1978, Section 22-5-4.3, grants the Lea County Municipal School
Boards the power to establish student discipline policies governing areas of student and school activity,
detailing specific prohibited acts and activities, and enumerating possible disciplinary sanctions, and
that the development of these policies requires the involvement of parents; school personnel, and
students.

The New Mexico Administrative Code further requires the Lea County Municipal School Boards to
involve parents, staff, and students in the development of policies and the review of instructional
materials.

Lea County Municipal School Boards are elected by their communities and are often the most in tune to
the community and students' individual educational, health, and safety needs.

Specific decisions about operations, programs, how to meet goals, and how to address specific public
safety measures should be left to the Lea County Municipal School Boards.

The Constitution of the State of New Mexico in Article XII, Section 14, provides that the duly-elected
members of Lea County Municipal School Boards may be recalled only by the voters of the school
district from which those Lea County Municipal School Board members are elected.
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Consideration of Lea County Resolution No. 21-AUG-168R Supporting the Lea County Municipal School District
Boards of Education Local Control and Authority to Make Decisions in the Best Interest of Students, Staff and
Parents

LCBCC Regular Meeting 08-19-2021 Item 01.06.02

The Constitution of the State of New Mexico in Article XII, Section 14, further provides that a recall election may occur only if first the petition for a recall election cites
grounds of malfeasance or misfeasance in office or violation of the oath of office and is signed by registered voters not less in number than thirty-three and one-third
percent (33 1/3%) of those who voted for the office at the last preceding election at which the office was voted upon.

Dictates by the New Mexico Public Education Department to Lea County Municipal School Boards threatening punitive actions such as adverse licensure decisions
against school district personnel, suspension of Lea County Municipal School Board governance, and other enforcement measures, and regarding operations and policy
decisions without legislative approval or going through the proper rule-making process and that do not include input from the local community are antithetical to the
concepts of local control, federalism, and the rule of law and violate state statute, the New Mexico Administrative Code, and the Constitution of the State of New Mexico.

The Board of County Commissioners of Lea County supports the Lea County Municipal School District Boards of Education local control and authority to make policy
decisions the Lea County Municipal School Boards believe best reflect and are in the best interest of students, staff, parents, and the Lea County community; and that
the Lea County Municipal School District Boards of Education be permitted to adopt rules and policies pertaining to the administration of all powers and duties of the Lea
County Municipal School Boards, which include the responsibility to identify community and school district needs and opinions, and to develop short and long term
strategies for the educational success, health, safety, and welfare of students and staff.
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Consideration of Lea County Resolution No. 21-AUG-169R Approving Grant No. G20SN0017A Modification No. 2
Between Lea County and the Office of National Drug Control Policy Increasing Funds for the High Intensity
Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA) Region VI Awarded 01/01/2020 to 12/31/2021

LCBCC Regular Meeting 08-19-2021 Item 02.01.01

Lea County is the fiscal agent for the Region VI Drug Task Force.

For the grant period of 01/01/2020 to 12/31/2021, HIDTA was
awarded a grant in the amount of $1,200,120.00.

• August 4, 2020, Modification No. 01 increased the grant in the amount
of $52,139.00 for a total awarded of $1,252,259.00.

• May 18, 2021, Modification No. 02 increased the grant in the amount
of $201,538.00 for a total awarded of $1,453,797.00.
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Consideration of Lea County Resolution No. 21-AUG-170R Approving Two (2) Vehicle Purchases for the Lea
County Drug Task Force

LCBCC Regular Meeting 08-19-2021 Item 02.02.01

Lea County is the fiscal agent for the Lea County Drug Task
Force and there is supplemental money from the 2020 HIDTA
Grant that needs to be expended as soon as possible.

The Lea County Drug Task Force is in need purchase two (2)
new vehicles: a 2021 Chevrolet Blazer and a 2021 Chevrolet
Equinox; and will trade in two (2) used vehicles: a 2012 Ford
F-150 with 116,000 miles and a 2014 Ford F-150 with 98,000
miles.

The Lea County Drug Task Force received three (3) quotes
with Permian Ford being the lowest; however, it will be
several months before the vehicles would be available.
Mustang Country Chevrolet in Denver City, Texas was the
second lowest quote and has the vehicles in stock.

Lea County Drug Task Force is requesting approval to
purchase the two (2) new vehicles: a 2021 Chevrolet Blazer
and a 2021 Chevrolet Equinox from Mustang Country
Chevrolet.
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Consideration of Lea County Resolution No. 21-AUG-171R Approving 2nd Option to Renew Agreement between
Lea County and Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. for Banking and P-Card Services

LCBCC Regular Meeting 08-19-2021 Item 02.03.01

Approval of the 2nd Option 
to Renew Banking and      

P-Card Services with Wells 
Fargo Bank 
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Consideration of Lea County Resolution No. 21-AUG-172R Approving the Authorization of an Agreement with
the United States Department of Treasury to Accept Funding of $6.9 Million from the American Rescue Plan Act
of 2021

LCBCC Regular Meeting 08-19-2021 Item 02.04.01

State and Local Coronavirus Recovery Funds legislation, part of
the American Rescue Plan Act, was signed into law on March 11,
2021.

As part of the Local Coronavirus Recovery Funds legislation, $13.8
million was allocated to Lea County in two equal payments.

To make use of the funding, the County must execute an
agreement.
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Consideration of Lea County Resolution No. 21-AUG-173R Ratifying Selection of Insurance Coverages and
Premiums

LCBCC Regular Meeting 08-19-2021 Item 02.05.01
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Consideration of Lea County Resolution No. 21-AUG-174R Approving the Small Community Air Service
Development Program (SCASDP) Grant Agreement Between Lea County and the United States Department of
Transportation (USDOT)

LCBCC Regular Meeting 08-19-2021 Item 02.06.01

Lea County has been notified that it is the recipient of the USDOT FY19
Small Community Air Service Development Program to support the Hobbs
to Denver Air Service. 22 communities were awarded the SCASDP grant
this year. The federal grant was awarded in the amount of $800,000 that
can be spent over a 5 year period.

This grant was made possible due to the efforts of a large group of
partners that added in producing a professionally generated grant
application. These partners include the City of Hobbs, Economic
Development Cooperation of Lea County, Air Planners, and the Permian
Strategic Partnership.

These funds will be used towards marketing and the revenue guarantee
associated with the Hobbs to Denver air service. This air service could
begin as early as October 31, 2021.

Staff is requesting that the LCBCC accept this grant agreement and allow
the county manager to sign the grant agreement when it is issued to Lea
County.
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Consideration of Lea County Resolution No. 21-AUG-175R Approving a Cooperative Education Services (CES)
Task Order with Constructors Inc to Widen and Apply Overlay on Battle Axe Road 1.0 Miles

LCBCC Regular Meeting 08-19-2021 Item 02.07.01

Lea County entered into an CAP grant with
NMDOT for the widening and reconstruction of 1
mile of Battle-Ax roadway. The total grant amount
is $297,488 to aid in the funding of the construction
project.

Lea County wishes to enter into a CES contract
with Constructors Inc. to widen and apply an
asphalt overlay on 1 mile of Battle-Ax beginning on
NM 128.

Constructors Inc. is familiar with the construction
methods and materials that will be utilized on this
project.

The total proposed cost of the project is estimated
at $366,592. Additional funds are budgeted in to
complete the project.
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Consideration of Lea County Resolution No. 21-AUG-176R Approving a Recommendation from a Freeholders
Committee Not to Discontinue or Vacate a Dedicated Alley in Air Base City Subdivision, Block 2 in Section 1,
Township 18 South, Range 37 East, N.M.P.M. in Lea County, New Mexico

LCBCC Regular Meeting 08-19-2021 Item 02.08.01
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Consideration of Lea County Resolution No. 21-AUG-176R Approving a Recommendation from a Freeholders
Committee Not to Discontinue or Vacate a Dedicated Alley in Air Base City Subdivision, Block 2 in Section 1,
Township 18 South, Range 37 East, N.M.P.M. in Lea County, New Mexico

LCBCC Regular Meeting 08-19-2021 Item 02.08.02
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Consideration of Lea County Resolution No. 21-AUG-176R Approving a Recommendation from a Freeholders
Committee Not to Discontinue or Vacate a Dedicated Alley in Air Base City Subdivision, Block 2 in Section 1,
Township 18 South, Range 37 East, N.M.P.M. in Lea County, New Mexico

LCBCC Regular Meeting 08-19-2021 Item 02.08.03

• Good morning Bruce,

• I don’t have Chris Pruett Email. I have looked at this and had a short text with 
Corey. I believe we should not grant an abandonment on this alley with a live gas 
line in place.

• From: Bruce D. Reid
Sent: Monday, July 12, 2021 2:11 PM
To: Daniel Johncox; Corey Needham 

• Subject: Freeholder Committee Information 

• Vacation decision for alley in Block 2 of Air Base City Subdivision. I need an up-to-
date email for Chris Pruitt. Does anyone has one?
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Consideration of Lea County Resolution No. 21-AUG-176R Approving a Recommendation from a Freeholders
Committee Not to Discontinue or Vacate a Dedicated Alley in Air Base City Subdivision, Block 2 in Section 1,
Township 18 South, Range 37 East, N.M.P.M. in Lea County, New Mexico

LCBCC Regular Meeting 08-19-2021 Item 02.08.04



21

Consideration of Lea County Resolution No. 21-AUG-176R Approving a Recommendation from a Freeholders
Committee Not to Discontinue or Vacate a Dedicated Alley in Air Base City Subdivision, Block 2 in Section 1,
Township 18 South, Range 37 East, N.M.P.M. in Lea County, New Mexico

LCBCC Regular Meeting 08-19-2021 Item 02.08.05

Lea County received a request to vacate a dedicated alley in Air
Base City Subdivision, Block 2 being east of the Lovington Highway
and west of Pearl Drive.

Pursuant to NMSA 1978 § 67-5-4, the Lea County Board of County
Commissioners appointed a three-person freeholders committee
on June 10, 2021.

Three-person freeholders committee evaluated and recommends
to the Lea County Board of County Commissioners that said alley
not be vacated.
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Consideration of Lea County Resolution No. 21-AUG-177R Appointing a Freeholders Committee to Evaluate the
Vacation of a Dedicated Street Between Block 5 and Block 6 in the Chula Vista Subdivision, North of Ponderosa
Street and West of Grimes Street in Section 4, Township 18 South, Range 38 East N.M.P.M. in Lea County, New
Mexico

LCBCC Regular Meeting 08-19-2021 Item 02.09.01
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Consideration of Lea County Resolution No. 21-AUG-177R Appointing a Freeholders Committee to Evaluate the
Vacation of a Dedicated Street Between Block 5 and Block 6 in the Chula Vista Subdivision, North of Ponderosa
Street and West of Grimes Street in Section 4, Township 18 South, Range 38 East N.M.P.M. in Lea County, New
Mexico

LCBCC Regular Meeting 08-19-2021 Item 02.09.02
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Consideration of Lea County Resolution No. 21-AUG-177R Appointing a Freeholders Committee to Evaluate the
Vacation of a Dedicated Street Between Block 5 and Block 6 in the Chula Vista Subdivision, North of Ponderosa
Street and West of Grimes Street in Section 4, Township 18 South, Range 38 East N.M.P.M. in Lea County, New
Mexico

LCBCC Regular Meeting 08-19-2021 Item 02.09.03

Lea County received a request to vacate a dedicated street between
Block 5 and Block 6 in Chula Vista Subdivision, being east of Grimes
Street and north of Ponderosa Street in Section 4, Township 18, Range
38 East.

Pursuant to NMSA 1978 § 67-5-4, the Lea County Board of County
Commissioners must appoint a three-person freeholds committee;
and

The three-person freeholders’ committee will evaluate and make a
recommendation to the Lea County Board of County Commissioners at
the next regular commission meeting setting forth their finding.

The three-person freeholders are:

• Corey Needham, Assistant County Manager of Operations
• Daniel Johncox, Chair, Lea County Planning and Zoning Board
• Charles (Charlie) F. Pruit, Public Safety Administrator
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Consideration of Lea County Resolution No. 21-AUG-178R Awarding Bid. No. 01 2021 – 2022 for Purchase of
30,000 Gallon Water Tank for Maljamar Fire District and Mescalero Water System

LCBCC Regular Meeting 08-19-2021 Item 02.10.01

Request for Proposal was sent out to receive quotes for a construction
of a 30,000 gallon Fire Storage Tank for Maljamar Fire District.

Two bids were received for the construction of 30,000 gallon water
storage tank. The lowest bid came from D&R Tank Company for the
amount of $227,033.89. Funds were approved for this fiscal year Fire
Department Water Systems for the amount of $300,000.00.

The description of this project is construction of a 30,000 gallon water
tank, Part of the Mescalero Water System, to be located adjacent to the
existing water tank in Maljamar, New Mexico. This system feeds water to
existing fire hydrants through the community and a resource of supply
to Maljamar Fire.
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Consideration of Lea County Resolution No. 21-AUG-179R Authorizing Out of State Travel September 13 – 17,
2021 to San Diego, California to Attend the Western Detention – Detention Equipment Training Program

LCBCC Regular Meeting 08-19-2021 Item 02.11.01
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Consideration of Lea County Resolution No. 21-AUG-180R Approving the Lea County Technology Policy

LCBCC Regular Meeting 08-19-2021 Item 02.12.01

This policy is established to regulate the use of technology,
both hardware and software, provided by Lea County (County)
to its employees, elected officials, and others (users).

LEA COUNTY TECHNOLOGY POLICY
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Consideration of Lea County Resolution No. 21-AUG-181R Approving the Lea County Indigent Claims
Burial/Cremation Report

LCBCC Regular Meeting 08-19-2021 Item 02.13.01

BURIAL INDIGENT CLAIMS

Date
Deceased

Date of
Birth

Funeral
Home

Amount
Requested

Type of Burial Recommendation for
Approval Comments

Claim #1 01/09/2020 05/10/1950 City of Hobbs $400.00 Opening and Closing 
Fee

$400.00

Deceased owned no property.
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Discussion of the Lea County Detention Center Restricted Housing April – June 2021 Quarterly Report

LCBCC Regular Meeting 08-19-2021 Item 03.01.01

An Act
RELATING TO 
CORRECTIONS;ENACTING THE 
RESTRICTED HOUSING ACT; 
PROVIDING RESTRICTIONS ON THE 
USE OF RESTRICTED HOUSING; 
REQUIRING REPORTING.
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Discussion of Lea County Communication Authority and the City of Eunice

LCBCC Regular Meeting 08-19-2021 Item 03.02.01
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Discussion of Lovington Convenience Center

LCBCC Regular Meeting 08-19-2021 Item 03.03.01
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Discussion of Increasing the Number of Fire Hydrants in Lea County Outside of Municipalities

LCBCC Regular Meeting 08-19-2021 Item 03.04.01
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Discussion of the Lea County Procurement Policy

LCBCC Regular Meeting 08-19-2021 Item 03.05.01

Discussion of the

LEA COUNTY PROCUREMENT POLICY
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Discussion of Lea County’s Infrastructure Capital Improvements Plan (ICIP) for FY 2023 – 2027

LCBCC Regular Meeting 08-19-2021 Item 03.06.01
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Discussion of Lea County’s Infrastructure Capital Improvements Plan (ICIP) for FY 2023 – 2027

LCBCC Regular Meeting 08-19-2021 Item 03.06.02
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Discussion of Lea County’s Financial Report for July 2021

LCBCC Regular Meeting 08-19-2021 Item 03.07.01
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Discussion of Lea County’s Financial Report for July 2021

LCBCC Regular Meeting 08-19-2021 Item 03.07.02
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Discussion of Lea County’s Financial Report for July 2021

LCBCC Regular Meeting 08-19-2021 Item 03.07.03
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Discussion of Lea County’s Financial Report for July 2021

LCBCC Regular Meeting 08-19-2021 Item 03.07.04
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Discussion of Lea County’s Financial Report for July 2021

LCBCC Regular Meeting 08-19-2021 Item 03.07.05
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Discussion of Lea County’s Financial Report for July 2021

LCBCC Regular Meeting 08-19-2021 Item 03.07.06
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Discussion of Lea County’s Financial Report for July 2021

LCBCC Regular Meeting 08-19-2021 Item 03.07.07
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Discussion of Lea County’s Accounts Payable for July 2021

LCBCC Regular Meeting 08-19-2021 Item 03.08.01
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Executive Session

LCBCC Regular Meeting 08-19-2021 Item 04.00.01

COMMISSION MAY CONVENE IN CLOSED SESSION to Discuss
Pending Litigation Involving County Records and Pending Litigation
Involving a Construction Contract in Central Lea County; and the
Disposal of Real Property in Central Lea County, as Authorized by
NMSA 1978 § 10-15-1 H (7) and (8) Respectively.

COMMISSION MAY CONVENE IN OPEN SESSION to take Action, if
any, on the Closed Session Item(s).
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Other Business

LCBCC Regular Meeting 08-19-2021 Item 05.00.01



46LCBCC Regular Meeting 08-19-2021

Join Us at Our Next Meetings 
on

Thursday, September 2, 2021 at 8:45 A.M. & 9:00 A.M.

Adjourn
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