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Lea County Subdivision Regulations and New Mexico State statutes enable land to be
separated and replatted through three (3) different methods.

• Traditional Subdivisions. Larger subdivisions go through a process that involves staff
review from the county and state agencies, the Lea County planning board, and the
Lea County Board of County Commissioners.

• Summary Subdivision. Smaller subdivisions go through a process that involves staff
review from the county and the Lea County Planning Board. The County Planning
and Zoning Board has delegated the authority to approve any summary subdivision
by 6.1.5 of the Lea County Subdivision Regulations.

• Claim of Exemptions. Lea County and State statutes allow for fifteen (15) exemptions
to the Lea County Ordinances and New Mexico State Statutes. This process review
only requires Lea County staff review to ensure the plat is meeting exemption
requirements.



Consideration of Lea County Resolution No. 22-JUN-139R Approving County Manager or Their Designee to Accept Right-of-Way Dedication
on Roadways Currently Maintained by Lea County

LCBCC Regular Meeting 06-09-2022 Item 02.06.02



Consideration of Lea County Resolution No. 22-JUN-139R Approving County Manager or Their Designee to Accept Right-of-Way Dedication
on Roadways Currently Maintained by Lea County

LCBCC Regular Meeting 06-09-2022 Item 02.06.03

Many of the land separations and replats occur in
the Extraterritorial Zones of the municipalities in
Lea County. The county and city share joint
jurisdiction of “planning and platting” functions in
these zones.

Although some plats are exempt from Lea County
subdivision regulations that would require
roadway dedication or access to the public right-
of-way, the requirement still exists in a city’s
subdivision requirements.

Many Lea County roadways are constructed on a
prescriptive easement or “easement of use” and
do not have the right-of-way with a defined width
and use. These prescriptive easements can cause
title insurance, clear zone, sight triangle, and
exclusive use issues.
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The Board of County Commissioners and/or its designee has the
sole authority to make land acquisitions on behalf of Lea County.
Currently, there exists a roadblock for a petitioner of an exemption
plat in terms of right-of-way dedication. While a city’s subdivision
ordinance may require a right-of-way dedication and Lea County
would encourage the right-if-way dedication, there is no means for
Lea County to accept it.

Dedicating right-of-way to the public is a two (2) part process. The
subdivider dedicates the right-of-way, and the public body access it.

One means of overcoming this roadblock would be to adopt a
resolution that allows the County Manager or their designee to
accept right-of-way only on county roadways that Lea County is
currently maintaining.

This would not allow the County Manager or their designee to
accept any new right-of-way or roadway that does not currently
have a publicly maintained roadway.
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STATE OF NEW MEXICO 
COUNTY OF LEA 

RESOLUTION NO. 22-JUN-139R 
 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE COUNTY MANAGER OR THEIR DESIGNEE TO ACCEPT RIGHT-
OF-WAY DEDICATION ON ROADWAYS CURRENTLY MAINTAINED BY LEA COUNTY 

 
 

WHEREAS, roadways play a critical role in the emergency response, quality of life, and economic 
vitality for citizens of Lea County; and 
 

WHEREAS, many of Lea County maintained roadways are on prescriptive easements; and 
 
WHEREAS, roadways that are dedicated to the public offer an advantage over prescriptive 

easement due to defined width, ownership, and use; and   
 
WHEREAS, Lea County wishes to accept right-of-way on currently maintained county roads at the 

staff level to stay in compliance with summary plat and exemption plat procedures. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners of Lea 

County that the County Manager or their designee can accept dedication on roadways currently maintained 
by Lea County. 

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Commission Chair and/or County Manager may finalize and 
sign any agreements consistent with the terms of this resolution. 
 
 PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED on this 9th day of June, 2022, by the Lea County Board of 
County Commissioners in an open meeting in Lovington, New Mexico. 
 

LEA COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

 
 

____________________________________   ___________________________________  
Dean Jackson (District 1), Chair      Gary G. Eidson (District 3), Vice Chair  
Voted:   Yes     No     Abstain     Voted:   Yes     No     Abstain 
 
 
____________________________________        ____________________________________ 
Rebecca Long (District 2), Member         Jonathan Sena (District 4), Member 
Voted:   Yes     No     Abstain     Voted:   Yes     No     Abstain 
 
 
____________________________________ 
Pat Sims (District 5), Member 
Voted:   Yes     No     Abstain 
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ATTEST: Keith Manes       APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGAL 
 Lea County Clerk       SUFFICIENCY:  
 
 
By:          ____________________________________ 
        Teri Davis, Deputy Clerk       John W. Caldwell, County Attorney 

 


