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Lea County has numerous roadway that are either not owned by
the county, not maintained by the county or both.

This creates a variety of problems including ability to access for
emergency personnel for life safety, school bus access,
connectivity, development and title insurance.

These roadways were created over the years through a few
different means that include claim of exemption land divisions,
paper platted subdivisions, to developers not completing
obligations.

Lea County staff has compiled a list of private roadways from
complaints/requests from individuals, difficulties with permits
from building officials, and road department reviews.
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The majority of these roadways are located in the Extraterritorial
Zones of the municipalities.

They range from serving 1 residence to over 15 residences.

Lea County currently requires that the right-of-way for a roadway
be dedicated to the county and the roadway be built to the
county’s minimum standards prior to being excepted as a county
owned and maintained roadway.

The current minimum standard for the county road in the ET
Zones is a 60 feet wide right-of-way with a 26 feet wide chip-
sealed roadway.
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Challenges and Issues:

• Right-of-way would have to be obtained in many areas

• Right-of-way width and building setbacks may not be
compliant of some roadways

• Lea County adoption of Development Standards would be
necessary to ensure that additional private roadways
were not created in the future

• Past, current, and future developer complaints
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Lea County could choose to accept and maintain these roadways
if the necessary right-of-way was dedicated to Lea County.

If this is the will of the commission, staff would recommend
established and adopting criteria for both consideration of
acceptance and priority.

This criteria could include:

• Number of homes served

• Density of homes

• Total cost or cost per residence

• Age of the roadway

• Does it has existing dedicated right-of-way

• Environmental concerns with property

• Connectivity (life safety)
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Staff has completed a draft
list of approximately 90
private roads (44 miles)
that could be considered
throughout the county.

An estimated total cost if
completed over the next 6
years would be in the $17-
$19 million range.



Discussion of Private Roadways in Lea County

LCBCC Regular Meeting 06-09-2022 Item 03.01.07



Discussion of Private Roadways in Lea County

LCBCC Regular Meeting 06-09-2022 Item 03.01.08

Questions/ Comments?




