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Hale is on fire in Lovington 
 
LOVINGTON, N.M. – Before he became a professional rodeo cowboy, Trevor Hale was just a 

cowboy.  
Raised in the northern Texas Panhandle, being around livestock was just a way of life. He’s 

made the transition to the game nicely, though, and roped the lead Friday during the third day of 
competition at the Lea County Rodeo.  

“I grew up around cattle and horses, so it makes a big difference,” said Hale, 24, of Perryton, 
Texas. “You’re horseback all day. You’re roping and doing cowboy stuff, so I just transferred it into 
rodeo. When you get to be around it all the time, it has to help.”  

He began his day roping Friday morning. He stopped the clock in 9.5 seconds and is in a tie for 
fourth place in the opening round. Hale was even faster during the evening performance, making a 9.0-
second run. He had to be faster, because that time, too, has him fourth in the second round. His two-run 
cumulative time of 18.5 seconds pushed him to the top of the leaderboard for the Lovington title.  

“I knew I had a pretty good calf” in the second round, Hale said. “Shane Hanchey was (10.5 
seconds) this morning on that calf. I knew with two good times, I’d have a good shot for the average. 
Hopefully it holds through tomorrow.”  

There’s a chance someone can beat that time on the final night, but he stands a chance to win 
some good money … again. Since his inaugural season in 2022 – in which he finished second in the Tie-
Down Roping Rookie of the Year race – Hale has collected more than $15,000 in Lea County. He won 
the championship outright two years ago and was the runner-up the year before.  

“I think every year that I’ve been here, I’ve gotten a check,” he said. “I’ve always done good 
here, and it’s treating me good again.”  

Every penny he can earn is important. Not only does the money help cover expenses that come 
with being on the rodeo trail, but dollars equal championship points. Only the top 15 on the money list 
in each event at the end of the regular season advance to the National Finals Rodeo; the top money-
earners are crowned world champions.  

Hale entered this week of rodeos 16th in the tie-down roping world standings with $88,765. He’ll 
need to continue to climb that ladder if he hopes to play for the biggest payday in the game in December 
at Las Vegas. He has a helping hand in Titus, a 19-year-old sorrel gelding he’s had for just less than two 
years.  

“I bought him from (three-time defending champion) Riley Webb a year and a half ago, and he’s 
been a good one for me,” Hale said. “He’s a winner. He knows when he’s supposed to do his job, and he 
stays out of my way and lets me do my job.”  

 
Lea County Fair and Rodeo 
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Aug. 5-8 
Bareback riding leaders: 1. (tie) Leighton Berry, on Rafter H Rodeo’s Medicine Show, and Kade Sonnier, on 
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Penthouse Pro Rodeo’s Cosmic Stardust, 89 points; 3. Bradlee Miller, 88; 4. (tie) Garrett Shadbolt and Luke 
Thrash, 86.5; 6. Bryce Eck, 86; 7. (tie) Cole Franks, Ben Kramer and Lane McGehee, 85.   
Steer wrestling: First round leaders: 1. Bridger Anderson, 3.9 seconds; 2. Eli Lord, 4.1; 3. Colten Leech, 4.2; 4. 
Tyler Waguespack, 4.3; 5. J.D. Struxness, 4.5; 6. (tie) Kyler Dick, Garrett Oates and Riley Westhaver, 4.6. 
Second round leaders: 1. (tie) Jesse Brown and Justin Shaffer, 3.9 seconds; 3. (tie) Rooster Yazzie and Eli 
Lord, 4.1; 5. (tie) Shayde Etherton, Riley Reiss and Cimarron Thompson, 4.3; 8. Seth Peterson, Cody Devers, 
Landris White and Bridger Anderson, 4.4; 8. Tyke Kipp, 4.6. Average leaders: 1. Eli Lord, 8.2 seconds; 2. Bridger 
Anderson, 8.3; 3. Rooster Yazzi, 8.8; 4. Cimarron Thompson, 9.3; 5. Landris White, 9.5; 6. Mason Couch, 9.7; 7. 
Zach Hamar, 9.8; 8. Tyke Kipp, 10.2. 
Tie-down roping: First round leaders: 1. (tie) Dylan Hancock, Max Mathis and Kyan Wilhite, 9.4 seconds; 4. 
(tie) Trevor Hale and Cody McCartney, 9.5; 6. Hagen Houck, 9.9; 7. Cory Solomon, 10.0; 8. Chris McCuistion, 
10.1. Second round leaders: 1. Tyler Calhoun, 7.8 seconds; 2. Shane Hanchey, 8.6; 3. Cash Hooper, 8.9; 4. 
(tie) King Pickett and Trevor Hale, 9.0; 6. Kater Tate, 9.1; 7. Cade Wallis, 9.2; 8. (tie) Cole Clemons, Anthony 
Jordan and Pecos Tatum, 9.4. Average leaders: 1. Trevor Hale, 18.5 seconds on two runs; 2. Shane Hanchey, 
19.1; 3. Cade Wallis, 20.5; 4. Kater Tate, 20.8; 5. Cory Solomon, 21.5; 6. Quade Hiatt, 21.7; 7. Tyler Calhoun, 
21.8; 8. Klay Kirkes, 22.2.  
Breakaway roping: First round leaders: 1. (tie) Rylee A George and Sawyer Gilbert, 2.4 seconds each; 3. 
Taylor Munsell, 2.5; 4. Sequin Brewer, 2.6; 5. Hailey Schafer, 2.7; 6. Aspen Miller, 2.8; 7. (tie) TiAda Gray and 
Josie Goodrich, 2.9. Second round leaders: 1. Hali Williams, 1.9 seconds; 2. (tie) Quincy Sullivan, Kaydin Finan 
and Avery Landry, 2.4; 5. Bailey Bates, 2.5; 6. Claire Dale, 2.6; 7. Taylor Munsell, 2.7; 8. (tie) Cheyanne 
McCartney and Rylee George, 2.8. Average leaders: 1. (tie) Taylor Munsell and Rylee George, 5.2 seconds on 
two runs; 3. Hali Williams, 5.4; 4. Sawyer Gilbert, 6.0; 5. Kaydin Finan, 6.1; 6. Timber Allenbrand, 6.2; 7. Avery 
Landry, 6.4; 8. (tie) Kinlie Brennise and Kassidy Dennison, 6.5. 
Saddle bronc riding leaders: 1. (tie) Zac Dallas, on Pete Carr Pro Rodeo’s Toma Jo, and Brody Cress on Pete 
Carr Pro Rodeo’s Secret Agent, 89 points; 3. (tie) Zeke Thurston and Ryder Wright, 87.5; 5. Weston Patterson, 
87; 6. (tie) Lefty Holman and Allen Boore, 86.5; 8. Tanner Butner, 85. 
Team roping: First round leaders: 1. Clint Summers/Jade Corkill, 4.6 seconds; 2. Derrick Begay/Colter Todd, 
4.8; 3. Curry Kirchner/Tanner Braden, 4.9; 4. Brenten Hall/Wyatt Cox, 5.0; 5. J.C. Yeahquo/Logan Moore, 5.1; 6. 
(tie) Tee McLeod/Jake Edwards, Kolton Schmidt/Paden Bray and Aaron Tsinigine/Ty Romo, 5.3. Second round 
leaders: 1. (tie) Derrick Begay/Colter Todd and Bridger Ketcham/Corey Kendrick, 4.6 seconds; 3. (tie) Erich 
Rogers/Cory Petska and Cody Snow/Lane Mitchell, 4.8; 5. Chad Masters/Joseph Harrison, 5.1; 6. (tie) Wyatt 
Bray/Chris Young and Jhett Trenary/L.J. Yeahquo, 5.2; 8. Conley Kleinhans/Kyler Kanady, 5.3. Average leaders: 
1. Derrick BegayColter Todd, 9.4 seconds on two runs; 2. Chad Masters/Joseph Harrison, 10.5; 3. Tee 
McLeod/Jake Edwards, 10.7; 4. Cody Snow/Lane Mitchell, 11.7; 5. Gavin Hershbereger/Garrett Hershberger, 
12.6; 6. Bryson Alder/Oliver White, 14.0; 7. Brenten Hall/Wyatt Cox, 15.6; 8. Wyatt Bray/Chris Young, 16.9.  
Steer roping: First round leaders: 1. Chet Herren, 11.7 seconds; 2. Clay Long, 11.9; 3. Dalton Walker, 12.2; 4. 
Scott Snedecor, 12.3; 5. Roger Nonella, 12.6; 6. Wade Shoemaker, 12.9; 7. Dustin Bassett, 13.1; 8. Erich 
Rogers, 14.4. Second round leaders: 1. Jarett Holliday, 12.0 seconds; 2. Ryan Rochlitz, 12.2; 3. (tie) Chet 
Herren and Cash Myers, 12.5 each; 5. (tie) Laramie Allen and Clint Buringa, 12.8; 7. Laramie Allen, 12.8; 8. John 
Clark, 13.9. Third round leaders: 1. Kelton McMillen, 9.6 seconds; 2. Clay Long, 10.1; 3. (tie) Clint Buringa and 
Jarett Holliday, 12.0; 5. Troy Tillard, 12.4; 6. Tanner Stec, 12.5; 7. Chet Herren, 13.7; 8. Cash Myers, 13.9. 
Average leaders: 1. Chet Herren, 37.9 seconds on three runs; 2. Scott Snedecor, 42.4; 3. Erich Rogers, 47.4; 4. 
Slade Wood, 47.5; 5. Wade Shoemaker, 60.0; 6. Tanner Stec, 63.9; 7. Laramie Allen, 66.1; 8. Clay Long, 22.0 
seconds on two runs. 
Barrel racing leaders: 1. Sydney Graham, 17.13 seconds; 2. Morgan Addison, 17.39; 3. Raelin Jurgens, 17.43; 
4. Brittney Hawley, 17.52; 5. Kim Squires, 17.54; 6. Kassie Mowry, 17.55; 7. Makenzie Mayes, 17.57; 8. Emma 
Parr, 17.61; 9. Whitley Sharp, 17.62; 10. Tara Carr, 17.67; 11. Katelyn Scott, 17.70; 12. Lindsey McCuistion, 
17.75; 13. Loralee Ward, 17.80; 14. Cindy Smith, 17.81; 15. Kara Kreder, 17.91.  
Bull riding leaders: 1. Noah Lee, 90.5 points on Stockyards Pro Rodeo’s Firewater; 2. Qynn Andersen, 89.5; 3. 
(tie) Clayton Sellars and Luke Mackey, 89; 5. (tie) Josh Frost, Cooper James and Marshal Tsosie, 88; 8. Robbie 
Taylor, 86.5.  

 
-30- 


