
2027 Horticulture Challenge
Presented by:

Rules for the Manatee County Fair 
Overview: The Manasota FNGLA invites all 4H & FFA members at the Manatee County Fair to compete in our
Horticulture challenge! Any 4H or FFA member may compete in correctly identifying horticulture plants for a chance
to win ribbons with premium money!  

Divisions:   Junior, Intermediate, and Senior 

Prizes: 1st- Blue Ribbon ($50)  2nd Red  ($40)  3rd White ($30)  4th Yellow ($20)  5th Pink ($20) 

Date of competition: Saturday January 16, 9:30-11AM outside of the east side of the Mosiac Arena 

Event Materials: Pencil, Clipboard 

Resources: FNGLA Plant List (attached) 

Format: Plants will be set out on tables and numbered. 4H & FFA members will be required to identify all 30 plants
by either the common or scientific name. Students will utilize the plant specimen list and write the corresponding
number to the correct plant on their score sheet.  Follow the additional directions incase of a tiebreaker.

Rules:
No advisors/leaders/parents will be allowed in the competition area. 
There should be no communication verbally or non-verbally with any other 4H or FFA member or advisor,
leader, or parent. This will result in disqualification Any sort of cheating will result in disqualification. 
No cell phones or smart watches in the competition area or in the surrounding area where plants are
displayed. 
Do not touch or move plants or numbers in front of plants. 
Must be in good standing with club or chapter to participate. 

Winners will be announced at the Awards Ceremony on Saturday, January 23, 2026 at 7:30PM 



        Tea Bush (Melochia tomentosa)
        Prickly pear (Opuntia stricta)
        Red Maple (Acer rubrum)
        Tropical Sage (Salvia coccinea)
        Firebush (Hamelia patens)
        Black Mulberry (Morus nigra)
        Slash Pine (Pinus elliottii)
        Blueberry (Vaccinium darrowii)
        Blue porter weed (Stachytarpheta jamaicensis)
        Bald cypress (Taxodium distichum)
        Black Eyed Susan (Rudbeckia hirta)
        Sweetbay Magnolia (Magnolia virginiana)
        Tickseed (Coreopsis lanceolata)
        Sweetgum (Liquidambar styraciflua)
        Necklace pod (Sophora tomentosa)

        Coontie (Zamia integrifolia)
        Southern Live Oak (Quercus virginiana)
        Elliots Lovegrass (Eragrostis elliottii)
        Pig nut hickory (Carya glabra)
        Frog fruit  (Phyla nodiflora)
        Scorpian Tail (Heliotropium angiospermum)
        Sea Oat (Uniola paniculata)
        Sea Grape (Coccoloba uvifera)
        Gumbo limbo (Bursera simaruba)
        Fakahatchee Grass (Tripsacum dactyloides)
        American elm (Ulmus americana)
        Simpson stopper (Myrcianthes fragrans)
        Dahoon holly (Ilex cassine)
        Pink Muhly Grass (Muhlenbergia capillaris)
        Lobolly bay (Gordonia lasianthus)
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Division:   Cloverbud          Junior         Intermediate        Senior 

First & Last Name:                                                                            

4H or FFA Club:                                                                                   

Identify the correct plant by writing the number next to the correct name:

Tie Breakers:
1. Put a star next to each plant that you would naturally find on the beach in Florida! 
2. Put a check mark next to each plant that is known to attract butterflies as nectar

sources or host plants
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