
2027 Manatee County Rabbit Showmanship Questions to Study 

Study the following for your age group: 

Cloverbuds:  Study all questions under the cloverbud section. 

Juniors:  Study all questions under the cloverbud and junior sections.  

Intermediates:  Study all questions under the cloverbud, junior, and intermediate sections. 

Seniors:  Study all questions under the cloverbud, junior, intermediate, and senior sections. 

Additional tie breaker questions will come from the FL State Fair Skilathon, as needed. 

 

Cloverbuds 

1. If a rabbit has a dewlap, where is it? Under its chin 

2. In most breeds, does a buck or doe get dewlaps? Doe 

3. Where is the hock on a rabbit? Bottom of the rear feet 

4. What is the normal gestation period for a rabbit? Usually 28-34 days 

5. Which ear is a rabbit’s tattoo placed in? Left ear 

6. How many teeth does a rabbit have? 28 

7. How much hay can a rabbit be fed a day? Unlimited – a rabbit can have as much as they want 

8. What is the single most important thing in your rabbit’s diet? Water 

9. How many ribs does a rabbit have? 24 

10. What does BOG stand for? Best of Group 

11. What does BOB stand for? Best of Breed 

12. What does BIS stand for? Best in Show 

13. What does BOSG stand for? Best Opposite Sex of Group 

14. What does BOV stand for? Best of Variety 

15. What does BOSV stand for? Best Opposite of Variety 

16. Where are the cheeks of a rabbit located? The sides of the face, below the eyes 

17. Where is the chest of the rabbit located? The front portion of the body between the forelegs, 

belly, and neck 

18. What do you call the fur covering a rabbit? Coat 

19. What is the hair or coat of a rabbit called? Fur 

20. What is the colored part of the eye called? Iris 

 

Juniors 

1. Where is the saddle on a rabbit located? Middle of back 

2. What does gestation mean? The time period a pregnant doe carries her young 

3. What is the word for a rabbit giving birth? Kindling 

4. What is a newborn rabbit called? Kit 

5. How do you prevent sore hocks? Keep the hutch clean and provide something for a rabbit to 

stand on to get off the wire 

6. What is it called when a rabbit sheds its fur? Molting 

7. What are the eight smallest breeds of rabbits? Britannia Petite, Netherland dwarf, Dwarf Hotot, 

Polish, Holland Lop, American Fuzzy Lop, Jersey Wooley, and Himalayan 

8. How can you cool a rabbit in hot weather? Shade the hutch, use a fan or add a frozen water 

bottle to the hutch 

9. What are the four types of fur a rabbit can have? Normal, satin, wool, and rex 



10. What does variety mean?  A division within a breed of rabbits determined by the color 

11. If a toenail is bleeding, how can you stop it?  Dip it in flour, cornstarch, quick stop, or styptic 

powder 

12. How many times can a rabbit molt in a year?  As many as three times 

13. What organs of a rabbit are inside the chest cavity, well protected by the ribs? The heart and 

lungs 

14. What is a mature rabbit of breeding age called? Adult 

15. What is a rabbitry? Living quarters for raising domestic rabbits 

16. Why are wire cages better than wood cages?  Less bacteria and easier to clean 

17. Why is sanitation important in your rabbitry? To prevent disease 

18. What is flyback fur? A coat of fur that quickly returns to its normal position when stroked from 

the hindquarters to the shoulders 

19. What is rollback fur? A coat of fur that gradually returns back to its normal position when 

stroked from the hindquarters to the shoulders 

20. What is a group of rabbits called? Herd or a less formal word is a fluffle 

21. What is the rear part of a rabbit called? Hindquarters 

22. How old are baby rabbits when they open their eyes?  7 to 10 days old 

23. What should you check for when checking the toenails of a rabbit? Mismatched toenails, wrong 

color toenails, broken, or missing toenails 

24. What are the six rabbit body types? Semi-Arched, Full Arch, High Head Mount, Compact, 

Commercial, and Cylindrical 

25. What is the discoloration or stains of the rabbit’s coat that are caused by urine, manure, or rust 

called? Hutch Stains 

26. What is the condition characterized by scabby, open sores in the bottom of a rabbit’s hock or 

paws called? Sore Hock 

27. In large breeds, class 6 rabbits, what is the age of an intermediate rabbit? Six to eight months 

28. In small breeds, class 4 rabbits, what is the age of senior rabbits? Over six months old 

29. In breeds with senior weight over 9 lbs, what is the age of a senior rabbit?  Over eight months 

old 

30. What is the natural waviness of the fiber in a wool undercoat called? Crimp 

31. What is the body portion of the butterfly marking extending up from the nose to between the 

eyes of the rabbit called? Nosefork 

32. What is albino? A white rabbit with pink eyes caused by a recessive gene, rendering the rabbit 

unable to produce any colored pigment 

33. What is the color on the underside of the rabbit extending from the forelegs to the crotch area 

called? Belly Color 

34. What is a defect or fault that detracts from the appearance called? Blemish 

35. What is a dewlap? A pendulous fold of loose skin that hangs from the throat, common in does 

and should be in proportion to the total body size 

36. What is the area where the ears attach to the skull or head called? Ear Base 

37. What is the ankle of the rabbit, most often referred to on the front legs, called? Pastern 

38. What is the marking on each rear foot of a Dutch called? Stop 

39. What are the long hairs on a rabbit’s coat called?  Guard hairs 

40. What is surface color? The top color of the fur, lying in its normal position 



Intermediates 

1. What is a stifle? The knee joint 

2. What is the word of a major (serious) imperfection, such as wrong eye color or missing toenail 

called?  Disqualification 

3. What is snuffles?  An upper respiratory disease 

4. What is a fault according to ARBA?  A deviation from perfection or a physical imperfection, 

subtracting points from the overall score 

5. What does ARBA stand for?  American Rabbit Breeders Association 

6. What causes buck teeth and what can be done to correct them?  It is a genetic condition and 

nothing can be done to correct them – the rabbit should not breed 

7. If you have three rabbits and one is sick, what is the first thing you should do?  Isolate the sick 

one 

8. What are lopped ears? Pendulous ears, carried below horizontal rather than upright 

9. What is the name for an abnormally bent or twisted tail?  Wry tail or screw tail 

10. What does a rabbit use its tail and hind feet for?  Communication and/or signal danger 

11. How much should you feed a rabbit each day?  One ounce of pellets per pound of rabbit 

12. What term is used when describing the thickness of a rabbit’s coat?  Density 

13. What is the texture of the coat?  The tactile surface characteristic, or feel, of the fur 

14. How many breeds of rabbits have wool and name them?  Six breeds – English Angora, French 

Angora, Giant Angora, Satin Angora, Jersey Wooley, and American Fuzzy Lop 

15. What are the 5 lop-eared breeds of rabbits?  English Lop, French Lop, Mini Lop, Holland Lop, and 

American Fuzzy Lop 

16. What are the 5 breed of rabbits that have colors for the names?  Cinnamon, Lilac, Palomino, 

Sable, Silver, and Tan 

17. What is mastitis? An inflammation of mammary glands – this is a disqualification from 

competition 

18. What is the name of the book that ARBA publishes which describes all the breed of rabbits?  

Standards of Perfection 

19. What is the undercoat?  A growth of short fur partly concealed by longer and coarser guard hairs 

20. Where are the rabbit’s sweat glands located? Underside of the front paws 

21. What is the difference between a disqualification and a fault? DQ eliminates the rabbit from the 

competition while a fault only takes off points 

22. What parts of the rabbit make up the hindquarter?  Hips, loins, hind legs, and rump 

23. What is the agouti pattern? A hair shaft that has three or more bands of color, with a definite 

bread between each color 

24. Where is the muzzle found? The lower part of the face and nose of the rabbit 

25. What is a parasite? An organism that lives on, or within, the host animal and are all 

disqualifications from competition 

26. What is a flea? A small wingless bloodsucking insect that may feed on rabbits 

27. What is lice? (plural of louse) a small, usually sluggish bloodsucking insect that sometimes lives 

on rabbits and is a disqualification from competition 

28. What is an arch? The gentle curvature of the spine, extending from the neck or shoulders in 

some breeds to the rear of the rabbit, best viewed from the side profile 

29. What does the back consist of? The top portion of the shoulders, loin, and hindquarters 



30. What is banding? A hair shaft having various colors, normally associated with an agouti coat 

31. What is the undercolor? The fur color at the base of the fur shaft next to the skin 

32. What are bell ears? Ears that have large, heavy tips with a distinctive fall or lop 

33. What is the belly? The abdomen, from the last rib to the pelvis, containing primarily the organs 

of digestion 

34. What is a bib?  Chest wool on the Lionhead, which is also considered to be a part of the mane 

35. What is a bob tail? A tail noticeably shorter than normal and a disqualification from competition 

36. What is the skeletal structure of a rabbit called? Bone 

37. What are the colored markings on the feet and legs of pointed pattern rabbits called? Boots 

38. What is a rabbit used primarily to produce offspring called? Breeder 

39. What is a cataract? An opaque or white lens in either or both eyes and is a disqualification from 

competition 

40. What is conjunctivitis? Inflammation of the inner membrane of the eyelid, appearing red and 

inflamed – a disqualification from competition 

41. What determines the density of a rabbit’s coat? The number of fur fibers in a given area 

42. What is a dewclaw? An extra toe on the inside of the front legs, which can be used for digging, 

burrowing, and scratching 

43. What is the intrusion of a color marking into a white marking area called? Drag 

44. What is the spot on the iris of the eye that is a different color than the rest of the iris and is a 

disqualification called? Eye spot 

45. What are the splotches or streaks of color around the eyes in pointed pattern rabbits called? Eye 

stain 

46. What is a coat of fur lacking spring or body and lying too close to the body called? Flat Coat 

47. What is the longer, coarser protruding hair of the coat, which offers protection to the undercoat 

called?  Guard Hair 

48. What kind of fur should have the guard hairs the same length as the undercoat? Rex fur 

49. What does the hind leg consist of? Foot, hock, stifle (knee), and hip joint 

50. What is a pedigree? A genealogy of the male and female ancestors, showing the date of birth, 

the parents, grandparents, and great grandparents along with other information such as color, 

weight, registration numbers, etc. 

 

Seniors 

1. What are buck (wolf) teeth?  An improper alignment of the upper and lower teeth – a 

disqualification from competition 

2. How many degrees of vision does a rabbit have? 360 degrees of vision 

3. How many eyelids does a rabbit have? 3 (upper, lower, and inner eyelid) 

4. What is the purpose of a rabbit’s third eyelid? To protect the cornea during dust storms and still 

be able to see 

5. When can you breed a doe?  When it reaches maturity, normally around 5-6 months depending 

on the breed 

6. When should a nest box be placed with a pregnant doe?  Between 21-27 days of gestation 

7. How long should kits be left with the doe? 5-8 weeks depending on the breed and the kits 

8. What does REW stand for? Ruby Eye White 

9. What are the two show groups when showing lop breeds? Broken and Solid 



10. What is the brightness or brilliance of the fur called? Luster 

11. What is the best prevention and control of parasites? Sanitation, quality housing, adequate 

health, and understanding of parasites 

12. What fur type has sheen to it?  Satin 

13. What percentage of rabbit is usable? About 93% 

14. What breed of rabbit has transparent guard hairs? Satin, Angora Satin, and Mini Satin 

15. What’s the scientific family name for rabbits? Lagomorph aka lagomorpha 

16. What is the overall physical state of a rabbit in relation to its health, cleanliness, fur, and 

grooming called? Condition 

17. What is it called a doe is separated from her young so they can no longer nurse?  Weaning 

18. What is the difference between a subjected disqualification and a non-subjective 

disqualification? A subjective DQ is a DQ that can be changed (a young buck with one testicle not 

descended, conjunctivitis, or an entry in the wrong class that can be fixed) while a non-

subjective DQ is something that is not subject to change (split penis, broken appendages, or 

wrong eye color) 

19. What is a boil? A localized area of inflammation caused by an infection under the skin, in a gland, 

or in a hair follicle which may produce localized swelling, heat, redness, and possibly pus 

20. What is a hernia? A protrusion of an organ or other viscera through the wall or cavity containing 

it and is a disqualification from competition 

21. Where are the two locations where a hernia is most commonly found in a rabbit? Near the 

center of the abdomen at the umbilicus and around the genitals 

22. What is a mutation? The sudden change of a physical characteristic caused by an alteration of 

the organization of a gene 

23. What is a mite? A very small insect that can infest rabbits and is often noticed due to dandruff 

found at the back of the neck, but can be found on other areas of the rabbit 

24. What is a pinworm? Small worms approximately 1/4 inch in length that reside in the large 

intestine and can sometimes be found on or around the anus 

25. What is a split penis? A disqualification from competition where the penis exhibits a large 

opening that extends more than half of the way up or down the shaft 

26. What is awn fluff? The soft, crimped, intermediate wool fibers ending with a straight tip 

27. What is awn hair? The strong, straight, guard hair protruding above the undercoat of the Giant 

Angora 

28. What are bowed legs? Legs that are curved outwardly or inwardly from the middle and a 

disqualification from competition 

29. What is cottony? A very fine, soft textured fur or wool that lacks guard hair 

30. What are cow hocks? Hind legs that turn inward at the hock, causing the toe portion to turn 

outward from the body and is a disqualification from competition if severe 

31. What is the crown? A strong basal ridge of cartilage at the top of the head, forming the ear base 

on some lop-eared breeds 

32. What is dead tail? A tail that is hard and brittle due to the loss of circulation and not a 

disqualification unless broken or out of alignment 

33. What is a deviated sternum? A condition in which the connecting tissue of the ribs and/or 

breastbone fuse together forming an irregular sternum and is a disqualification from 

competition 



34. What is the holding or position displayed by a rabbit’s ears when it is in a relaxed, normal pose 

called?  Ear carriage 

35. What is ear lacing? A colored line of fur that outlines the sides and tips of the ears 

36. What is entropion? The condition in which one or both of the eyelids fold inward, can be 

hereditary and is a disqualification from competition 

37. What is an eye band? A thin marking that forms a complete outline of the eye and found in the 

Blanc de Hotot and Dwarf Hotot 

38. What is faking? Any dyeing, plucking, trimming, or clipping so as to alter appearance with the 

intent to deceive and is a disqualification from competition 

39. What is felting? Wool fibers that have become interwoven during natural growth and a fault in 

wooled breeds 

40. What is fiber? The individual hair that combines with others to compose a coat of fur/wool 

41. What is finish? The desired degree of perfection in condition (fully prime in coat, color, and flesh) 

42. What is the flange? The thin outer portion of the backside of the ear and a fault when viewed 

from the front of the rabbit on breeds with ears carried erect and close together 

43. What are flat shoulders? A trait that occurs when the top line over the shoulders is noticeably 

parallel to the surface of the judging table, lacking the continuous arch from the neck over the 

shoulders 

44. What is a freckle? A foreign colored pigment on the skin in the nose and mouth area and a 

disqualification in some breeds such as Dutch 

45. What is a fryer? A young rabbit ready for mark – meat class of rabbits no over 10 weeks of age 

and weighing between 3 ½ to 5 ½ pounds 

46. What are lap spots? Intensification of belly color in the area of the groin, inside the hind legs, 

and on the belly 

47. Wha is a light toenail? A toenail showing some pigmentation but not the full color 

48. What is the surface or intermediate color band of some varieties of rabbits, which is off-white in 

color, called? Pearl 

49. What are peg teeth? Two small residual incisors just behind the normal top incisors (this term 

may be incorrectly used to indicate butting teeth) 

50. What is the hide of an animal called after it has been removed? Pelt 

51. What are pinched hindquarters? Hindquarters tapering towards the tail, giving a pinched 

appearance 

52. What is a pointed pattern? The ears, tail, nose, front feet, rear feet, and leg markings in 

Californian, Himalayan, and Pointed Whites 

53. What is the definition of a poor coat? Fur not in good condition due to molt, stain, ill health, or 

poor genetics 

54. What is a pre-junior? An animal under 3 months of age that is showable only when the breed’s 

showroom classes specifically allow pre-juniors 

55. What is prime? An animal that exhibits ideal condition of flesh and coat 

56. What is racy? Slim, trim, alert, and hare-like in appearance 

57. What are ribs? The curved portions of the sides, immediately behind and under the shoulders 

58. What is a run? An intrusion of white color into a colored marking area on a marked breed 

59. What are slobbers? Excessive salivation creating wet or extremely moist and unsightly fur 

around the mouth, lower jaws, and forelegs and is a disqualification from competition 



60. What are splayed legs? A condition where the muscles and ligaments that support the front and 

hind limbs are underdeveloped and thus cause a rabbit to spread the legs outward and prevent 

appropriate standing posture 

61. What is ticking? Longer guard hairs, throughout the coat, of a color distinct from the underwool 

or body fur 

62. What is a tumor? An abnormal growth of tissue and disqualification from competition 

63. What is weepy eye? An abnormal discharge from the eye, resulting in severe matting in the area 

below the eye and a disqualification from competition if combined with conjunctivitis 

64. What is it called when a rabbit is marked with streaks of color? Laced 

65. What is flabby?  The condition of a rabbit where the skin hangs loosely on the body 


