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2024 Menard County Fair Royalty 

Miss Menard County - Raquel Reynolds 

Junior Miss - Journey Caruso 

Little Miss - Reagan Schulte 
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Menard County Fair ð Schedule of Events  
MONDAY, JULY 14, 2025  

4:00 -6:30  Drop off ALL entries for Dept. J, L, M, O, V1  

7:00  Judging in Department O ñCulinary  
 

TUESDAY, JULY 15, 2025  

8:00  Ribbon Cutting Ceremony Main Gate  
8:30  Goat Weigh -In  
9:00  Judging in Departments J, L, M, V1   
10:00  Barnyard Story Time ñ T & C Womenõs Club 

(see pg. 18)  
10:00 -8:00  Petting Zoo  
11:00  Goat Judging  
4:00  Sheep must be on the grounds  

5:00ð6:00  Market lambs will be weighed  
5:00  Beer Pavilion opens  
6:00  Carnival opens ð Boden Amusements -  
 Armband night  

6:00  Open Horse Show - Pleasure - Horse Arena  
6:00  Grandstand opens ð Adults $4.00, Children 

$2.00  
7:00  Little Miss Pageant ð Grandstand  
       Jr. Miss Pageant ð Grandstand  

 Queen Pageant ð Grandstand  
  

¶ Gate Admission FREE until 2:00 p.m.  

¶ Gate Admission at 2:00 p.m.    

  Adults    $5.00  
           10 and Under   Free 
 

Carnival Special   

 Armband (6:00pm -10:00 p.m.)  $25.00  
 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 16, 2025  

8:00  Sheep Judging - Show Ring  
10:00  Barnyard Story Time ñ T & C Womenõs Club 

(see pg. 18) - Pavilion  
10:00 -8:00  Petting Zoo  

11:00  Harness Racing ð Grandstand  
1:00  Women's Programs ð Pavilion  
4:00  Motorcycle Racing ñPractice  
5:00  Beer Pavilion opens  
6:00  Motorcycle Racing -Grandstand  

6:00  Carnival opens ð Boden Amusements  
6:00  FREE CARNIVAL TICKET GIVEAWAY!!!  
8:00  Pro Wrestling Epic ñ Pavilion  

 
 

¶ Gate Admission FREE until 2:00 p.m.  

¶ Gate Admission at 2:00 p.m.    

  Adults    $10.00  
           10 and Under   $5.00  
 

THURSDAY, JULY 17, 2025  

7:30 -9:30  Weighing of Swine  
8:00  Rabbit & Poultry Judging  
10:00  Barnyard Story Time ñ T & C Womenõs Club 

(see pg. 18)  

10:00 -8:00  Petting Zoo  
1:00  Women's Programs ñPavilion  
5:00  Beer Pavilion opens ñ closes at 12 midnight  
5:00  Menard County Farm Bureau - Member  
 Appreciation Dinner - Beer Pavilion  

6:00  Menard County Fair ñHall of Fame Presenta-
tionñBeer Pavilion  

5:00  Live Music ñBeer Pavilion ñMatt Combs   

6:00  Carnival opens ð Boden Amusements  ð Menard 
County Farm Bureau Member Ticket Giveaway  

7:00     Whippoorwill Rodeo Co. ñ Grandstand  
9:00     Live Music ñBeer Pavilion ñDrew Cooper Band  
 

¶ Gate Admission FREE until 2:00 p.m.  

¶ Gate Admission at 2:00 p.m.    

  Adults    $15.00  
           10 and Under   $5.00   
Carnival Special -  
  Menard County Farm Bureau -  
  Member Appreciation Night  

Queen  

Pageant  
Tuesday, July 15 
$4.00 Adults 
$2.00 Children 
Grandstand 

  

Rodeo by  
Whippoorwill  

Rodeo Co.  

 

Thursday, July 17 
7:00pm 

  

Flat -Track  

Motorcycle Racing  

Wednesday, July 16 
 

Practiceð4:00pm 
Racingð6:00pm 

FREE CARNIVAL TICKETS!! 
Wednesday, July 16th ~ 6:00 P.M. 
Courtesy of Kim Wenda Real Estate ð       
Powered by Re/MAX Professionals 

Gary Allan with Austin 
Snell & Sterling Elza  

Friday, July 18th ñ7:00pm  
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ALQMA  
Quarter Midget Races 
Sunday, July 20 
11:00am 
Grandstand 

ITPA Tractor & Truck Pull  
Saturday, July 19 
Grandstandð6:30pm 

FRIDAY, JULY 18, 2025  

7:30  4-H Swine Judging - Show Ring  
8:30  Open & Junior Swine Judging ð Show Ring  
10:00  Barnyard Story Time ñ T & C Womenõs Club 

(see pg. 18)  

10:00 -8:00  Petting Zoo  
1:00  Womenõs ProgramsñPavilion  
2:00 -4:00  Weighing of Beef  
5:00 -7:00  Live Music ñ Matt Combs ñ Beer Pavilion  

5:00  Beer Pavilion opens - Closes at 1:30 a.m.  
6:00  Carnival opens ð Boden Amusements -  
 All rides free w/ Gate Admission  
6:30  Grandstand / Track open  
7:00  Gary Allan with Austin Snell and Sterling Elza  

11:00  Gabe Carlock & The Bedrock ñ Beer Pavilion  
 

¶ Gate Admission FREE until 2:00 p.m.  

¶ Gate Admission (at 2:00 p.m.) - Includes Car-

nival and Concert (carnival opens at 6pm)  
  Adults     $45.00  
  10 & Underééééééééééé.$30.00 
 

Carnival Special   
**All carnival rides are included in your admission 

to the fairgrounds on Friday from 6 -10 p.m.**  
 

SATURDAY, JULY 19, 2025  

7:00  Fishing Contest Registration  
7:30  Fishing Contest Begins ð Awards at 9:00  
8:00  Beef Judging ð Quonset Bldg.  

8:00 -8:00  Petting Zoo  
8:00 -10:00  Weightlifting competition weigh -inñBeer Pavilion  
8:00  Antique Tractor Pull Registration  
9:00  BBQ Cook -Off setup may begin ñBeer Pavilion  

10:00  BBQ Cook -Off registration ñBeer Pavilion  
9:00  Antique Tractor Pulls ñGrandstand  
10:00  Kids Field Events ñT & C Womenõs Club (see 

pg. 17)  

10:30  Pedal Tractor Pull ñRegistration ñWhite Exhibi-
tion building  

11:00  Weightlifting Competition ð Beer Pavilion  

11:30  Pedal Tractor Pull Begins  
12:00  All Kids Activities ñRegistration in hospitality 

tent  
1:00  Women's Programs ñPavilion  

1:00  Beer Pavilion opens  
2:00   Tractor & Truck Pull Registration Begins  
2:00  County Market Backyard BBQ Cook -Off - 

Beer Pavilion  
2:00  Menard County Farm Bureau ñSweet Corn 

Eating Contest ñBeer Pavilion  
3:00  Live Music ñBeer Pavilion ñNeon Rodeo  

Menard County Fair ð Schedule of Events (cont.)  
4:00  Carnival opens ñBoden Amusements  

4:00  Cook -off judging ñBeer Pavilion  
5:00  United Pullers of America ñTruck Pull  
6:30  ITPA - Tractor & Truck Pull ð Grandstand  
9:00(est.)  Fireworks ð Grandstand (Raindate ð Sunday)  
9:30  Live Music ñBrushville ñBeer Pavilion  

 

¶ Gate Admission ñuntil 2:00 p.m.  
  Adults     $5.00  
  10 and Under    Free 

¶ Gate Admission ñ2:00 p.m.  
  Adults     $15.00  
  10 & Underééééééééééé.$5.00 

 
SUNDAY, JULY 20, 2025  

8:00  Church Service - Pavilion  
11:00  Beer pavilion opens  
11:00  Bags Tournament registration begins ñBeer    

Pavilion  
9:30 -10:30  ALQMA Quarter Midget Race Sign -InñInfield  
11:00  ALQMA Quarter Midget Races ñGrandstand  
12:00  Bags Tournament begins ñ Beer Pavilion  
12:00 ð2:00 Entries and premium checks may be picked 

up for all departments.  
12:00 -6:00  Petting Zoo   
1:00  Womenõs ProgramsñPavilion  

3:00 -5:00  Demo Derby Check - In, $20 late fee after 5:00  
4:00  Carnival opens (limited rides) ð Boden Amuse-

ments  
6:00  Demolition Derby ñGrandstand  
 

¶ Gate Admission ñuntil 2:00 p.m.  
  Adults     $5.00  
  10 and Under ééééé.. Free 

¶ Gate Admission ñ2:00 p.m.  
  Adults     $15.00  
  10 & underééééééééééé..$5.00 

Demo Derby  
Sunday, July 20 

Grandstandð6:00pm 

Saturday, July 19ðLive Music Schedule 
BEER PAVILION 

 
Neon Rodeo - 3:00pm 
Brushville - 9:30pm 

Gabe Carlock & 
The Bedrock  

Friday, July 18 
Beer Pavilion 
After Concert 
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2025 Fair Board  

Officers & Directors  

Office Information  

Other ways to helpé 

Carnival Information  

20th Annual Fair Banquet  

 Thanks to Superintendents  

Womenõs 

Programs  

Gate Admission  
Tuesday:  
   Free Gate until 2:00pm  

   At 2:00pm  
 Adults   $5.00  
 10 and Under  Free 
 

Wednesday:  
Free Gate until 2:00pm  

    At 2:00pm  
 Adults   $10.00  
 10 & Under.......$5.00  

 
Thursday:  
Free Gate until 2:00pm  
    At 2:00pm  
 Adults   $15.00  
 10 & Under  $5.00  
Friday:  
Free Gate until 2:00pm  
 At 2:00pm  
 Adults   $45.00  

 10 & Under  $30.00  

Saturday:  
 Until 2:00 p.m.  

 Adults   $5.00  
 10 and Under  Free 
 At 2:00 p.m.  
 Adults   $15.00  

 10 & Under  $5.00  
 

Sunday:  
 Until 2:00 p.m.  
 Adults   $5.00  

 10 and Under  Free 
 At 2:00 p.m.  
 Adults   $15.00  
 10 & Under  $5.00  

Ride Tickets during the Fair (each)                      $3.00  
                  (10)  for $27.00                                  

 
**Advanced Ride Tickets before the Fair (10)  $20.00**  
 
Evening Specials  

 Tuesday (6:00pm -10:00 pm) ð Armband for $25.00  
   Wednesday ð Free Ride Tickets (see below)  
 Thursday ð Menard County Farm Bureau Customer Night  
 Friday (6:00 -10:00 pm) ð FREE with Admission to Fair  

 
ñRide tickets can be purchased before the fair  at the 
Menard County Fair Office ð 10 tickets for $20.00.  Ride 

tickets will be $3.00 per ticket during the fair. Each ride will 
require one ticket per ride.  
ñDue to the generosity of Kim Wenda Real Estate ñ
Powered by Re/MAX Professionals, FREE Carnival ride 
tickets will be given away starting at 6 pm on Wednes-

day, July 16th.  (While supplies last)  

Office Open June 30 ñJuly 22, 2025  
**Closed July 4**  

8:00am ñ 4:00pm ñ Mon., Tues, Weds., Fri.  
8:00am ñ 6:00pm ñ Thursday  

8:00am ñ 2:00pm ñ Saturday, July 12th  
11:00 ñ 5:00pm ñ Sunday, July 13th  

 
          Fair Office Phone:        (217) 632 -3848  
          Fair Office Email:        office@menardcountyfair.com  

  
          Mailing Address:        P.O. Box 375  
         Petersburg, IL  62675  
 

          Physical Address:       18450 Fairgrounds St.  
         Petersburg, IL 62675  
 
          Office Manager:        Jaime L. White  

          Financial Manager:        Jacqueline Hines    
          Grounds Supt.:        Kevin A. Standley  
          Asst. Grounds Supt.:      James òCeciló Oller 
          Electrician:         Daniel Edge  

          Sound & Lighting:        Tom Merz - ATS 

Benjamin A. Hollis ñ President  
Randall C. Gum ñ Vice -President  

Holly A. Meteer ñ Secretary  
Ronald P. Cooley ñ Treasurer  

The 19th  annual fair fundraiser banquet was held on March 

8, 2025 at Wankelõs in Petersburg. The fundraiser was a 
great success and the fair board and staff would like to 
thank all who attended and supported the banquet.  
 

The 20th Annual Banquet is scheduled for February 28, 
2026.  Watch in the future for more information.  Mark your 
calendars and plan to attend!  

 

Quite often questions are asked of the office and fair board 
members of "how can I help the fair?"  Besides attending 
daytime and nighttime events or participating in the differ-
ent livestock/non -livestock shows, any contributions you 

have to offer will gladly be accepted.  We are set up and able 
to receive tax -deductible donations.  Think about leaving 
something to your fair from your Estate.  Your fair has been 
in existence since 1855 and needs your help to continue in  

its tradition.  
 
Menard County Fair, Inc. is a non -for -profit organization 
that relies on your help and state funding.   

We would like to thank the Superintendents and the many 
other people who have given so much of their time to make the 
Menard County Fair the success it is. Without your assis-

tance, the Board of Directors and employees of Menard Coun-
ty Fair, Inc. could not supply the people in Menard County the 
kind of fair that Menard County deserves.  Thank you again.  

Womenõs programs include style shows, cooking schools, 

music, food, arts & crafts, fun, surprises, and prizes.  Watch 
the Petersburg Observer for daily schedule.  

Edwin L. Ruppel  
 

Roger D. Reimer                     
 

Gordon E. Watkins  
 

Julie A. Wankel  
 

Megan M. Gibson  

James B. Westervelt  
 

Mark A . Stewart  
 

Jeffrey L. Sampson  
 

Windell R. Milner  
 

Bradly J. Leischner  
 

Brianne M. Satorius  **Grandstand admission is 
included in all gate admis-
sion with exception of 
Tuesday, July 15th. 
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General Rules & Regulations  

Entries  

NOTICE TO HOLDERS OF THIS  PREMIUM BOOK: 
The publishing of this premium book, which is placed in your 
hands each year, entails a great deal of work and costs sev-
eral thousand dollars. The firms who carry ads in this book 
are, through this means, supporting the fair and make possi-
ble to publish this book each year. Therefore, it would be 
appreciated  if you would give these firms who have desig-
nated themselves fair supporters, the benefit of your busi-
ness whenever possible, through your purchases. Thank you 
for your cooperation in patronizing these firms. 

General Information  
1.  The Fair Office will be open starting June 30, 2025, see 

page 6 for office hours. The office will be CLOSED 
Friday July  4th.  

2. All in -person and mail -in entries close on July 13th, 
2025 at 3:00 p.m.  A postmark DOES NOT constitute 
an entry date (online entries will close at 11:59pm 

July 13th, 2025).  There will be no exceptions for any 
department except Q, R, and S whose entry deadline 
can be found under department information.  Note:  

Departments A, F & G do have provisions for late en-
tries.  

3.  Each class has an entry fee, this includes group/pair 
classes.  You must enter the group/pair classes to ex-

hibit.  NO EXHIBITOR PASSES WILL BE ISSUED FOR 
NON-LIVESTOCK ENTRIES UNTIL ENTRIES ARE 
DELIVERED TO THE FAIR.  

4.  Livestock entries will be posted in the barn area at the 

time the livestock is to be on the grounds for check in.  
There will be a two (2) hour period in which the exhibi-
tors are to check the posting for errors.  At the end of 
the two (2) hour period, entries will stand and no 

changes will be made to the classes.  No one will be 
able to show in a class if they are not entered.  

5. Menard County EMS and area fire departments on the 
fairgrounds various times during the fair for first aid 

and medical needs.  
6.  Tuesday, JULY 15, 2025 Domestic Exhibits Buildings 

will be open from the time judging is complete until 
8:00 p.m. in the evening of that day.  If you choose not 

to buy the exhibitor pass, you will have to pay to enter 
the fair each day.  Buildings will be closed to the public 
during judging on Tuesday.  Please refer to the individu-
al department listing to determine when judging will 

occur. Wednesday - Saturday the buildings will be open 
from 12:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.    Sunday the buildings will 
open from noon to 5:00 p.m. However, exhibitors will be 
allowed to begin picking up items at 12:00pm.  Sunday 

at 2:00p.m. the gate charge becomes $15.00.  Exhibi-
tors entering after 2:00pm, will be required to pay the 
gate admission or use an exhibitorõs pass.  ENTRIES 
MAY ALSO BE PICKED UP ON MONDAY  07/21/25 .  

However, buildings/entries will not be monitored. NO 
ONE WILL BE ADMITTED FREE BY SAYING THEY 
ARE THERE TO PICK -UP AN EXHIBIT, PLEASE 
DONõT ASK. 

 

ALL ADMISSION AND TICKET SALES ARE FINAL  

1. Menard County Fair, Inc. leaves its Board of Directors 

the final and absolute right to interpret these rules and reg-
u lat ions and to arbitrar ily sett le and determine quest ions 
and differences in regard thereto.  They may amend these 
rules as they deem advisable.  

2.  Great care will be used by the Officers of the corpora-
tion to prevent loss by theft or injury to animals or articles 
on exhibition. In no case will the corporation become re-
sponsible for loss or injury as they may occur.  

3.  The officers and agents of the corporation waive all re-
sponsibility for injury to persons or animals taking part in 
races on the track or otherwise in the barns or on the 
grounds.  

4.  Season tickets may be obtained by calling the Fair office 
before or during the fair.  Payment will be required prior to 
the ticket being mailed. The transfer or loan of season or 
exhibitor's tickets can be considered a fraud upon the Fair 

Board and will subject the owner to loss of the ticket.  
5.  ALL LIVESTOCK EXHIBITORS MUST PURCHASE AN 
EXHIBTORõS PASS *(see exceptions)* ñ NON-LIVESTOCK 
EXHIBITORS, POULTRY EXHIBITORS, GOAT EXHIBI-
TORS, AND OPEN HORSE EXHIBITORS HAVE THE OP-

TION  TO PURCHASE AN EXHIBITORõS PASS 
6. There will be a strong and efficient presence by the 
sheriffõs office on the grounds to maintain order. 
7.  No Alcohol  will be allowed to be brought on the 

grounds.  

8.  All premium checks are void if not cashed 
before November 1, 2025 NO EXCEPTIONS!  

 

1.   All in -person and mail -in entries close on July 13th, 
2025 at 3:00 p.m.   A postmark DOES NOT constitute an 
entry date (online entries will close at 11:59pm July 
13th, 2025) .  Entries can be mailed, e -mailed, made online, 

or made in person at the fair office before this date. Entries 
can not be called in. ENTRIES NOT RECEIVED BY THIS 
DATE WILL BE REFUSED!  A POSTMARK DOES NOT 
CONSTITUE AN ENTRY DATE! Entries made prior to this 
date cannot be changed after deadline.   Do not bring 

exhibits at time of entry.   Times are listed for bringing 
exhibits for each department in the schedule of events.  
2.  All exhibitors must give their social security number 
and address at the time of entry.  Entry form must be 

signed.  No entry will be made without the social securi-
ty number, address of the exhibitor and signature.  
3. All entries must be accompanied by check or money 

order for stall/pen fees, EXHIBITORõS TICKET fee and entry 
fees.  Persons entering by email must pay their entry 

fees by mailing a check.  Payment must be received by 
7/13/25.  

4.  NO ENTRY FEES WILL BE RETURNED!  
5.  All entry fees will be collected at the time of entry.  No 
entry fees will be deducted from winnings.  We regret any in-

convenience this may cause.  Each class has an entry fee, this 
includes group/pair classes.  You must enter the group/pair 
classes to exhibit.  Livestock entries will be posted in the barn 
area at the time the livestock is to be on the grounds for check 

in.  There will be a two (2) hour period in which the exhibitors 
are to check the posting for errors.  At the end of the two (2) 
hour period, entries will stand and no changes will be made to 
the classes.  No one will be able to show in a class if they are 

not entered.  
6.  All exhibitors should check the individual departments 
for time entries are to be in place.  
7.  No articles or exhibits may be removed from the 

grounds before 12:00 p.m., SUNDAY, JULY 20, 2025, unless 
otherwise specified or given permission by department su-
perintendent.  
8.  Decision of the department judge shall be final.  

9.  If an exhibitor files protest, it must be filed with the 
Secretary of the fair board and sworn to before a notary pub-
lic. The fair board shall act upon the protest and their deci-
sion shall be final.  

10.  Premium checks for ALL departments may be 
picked up on SUNDAY, JULY 20, 2025. If you do 
not pick them up, they will be mailed end of busi-
ness on Monday, July 21, 2025.  NO CHECKS 

WILL BE PRINTED EARLY.  
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General Livestock Rules  
1. Exhibitors must furnish their straw and feed, and for 

sanitary reasons, their own water pail and feed trough.  
2.  The fair board asks that all exhibitors keep their 

stalls and pens in a clean and sanitary condition.  
3.  No stalls or pens will be rented for feed and equipment 

purposes unless space is available.  
4.  Entry fees on livestock will be collected in advance.  
5.  Health papers MUST be available to veterinarian upon 

request.  The superintendent of each department may 

request suspicious animals to be inspected by the offi-
cial vet and those which are diseased will be refused 
admission to the grounds or removed from the grounds.  

6.  All breeding animals must be owned by the exhibitor at 

the time of entry.  All breeding animals must be regis-
tered, tattooed and have their health and registration 
papers available.  If any discrepancy is found the animal 
shall be disqualified and the exhibitor shall be barred 

from the Fair for a period of two years.  If anyone enters 
any animal in any other name than that of the bona fide 
owner, no premium shall be paid even though one could 
be awarded by the judge, and such exhibitor shall be 

barred from exhibiting any animal at this Fair for a two 
year period.  

7.  An exhibitor may make no more than two entries in any 
one class.  

8.  Only the exhibitor and the animal being shown are al-
lowed in the ring at the time of judging.  Exhibitors 
must wear entry tag number while in the ring.  

9. Any entry scratched must be reported prior to the show-

ing of the class.  
10.  The Menard County Fair Board reserves the right to 

refuse any livestock entries.   
11.  All in -person and mail -in entries close JULY 13, 2025, at 

3:00 p.m. , entries can be mailed, e -mailed, or made in 

person at the fair office before this date.  
12.  EACH CLASS HAS AN ENTRY FEE THIS INCLUDES 

GROUP / PAIR CLASSES. YOU MUST ENTER THE 

GROUP / PAIR CLASSES TO EXHIBIT. LIVESTOCK 
ENTRIES WILL BE POSTED IN THE BARN AREA AT 
THE TIME THE LIVESTOCK IS TO BE ON THE 
GROUNDS FOR CHECK IN. THERE WILL BE A TWO 

(2) HOUR PERIOD IN WHICH THE EXHIBITORS ARE 
TO CHECK THE POSTING FOR ERRORS. AT THE 
END OF THE TWO (2) HOUR PERIOD ENTRIES WILL 
STAND AND NO CHANGES WILL BE MADE TO THE 

CLASSES. NO ONE WILL BE ABLE TO SHOW IN A 
CLASS IF THEY ARE NOT ENTERED.  

13.  Exhibits and livestock are required to be in place for 

exhibition on the fairgrounds for a minimum of three 
days, except for exhibits and livestock in 4 -H club 
shows, junior shows, one -day shows and in Depart-

ments C, D, E, Q, R, S, T, V  and Z. The county fair 

board may require specified exhibits and livestock to 
stay beyond the minimum 72 -hour exhibition time. The 
number of days the exhibit or livestock must be on the 
fairgrounds for exhibition shall be indicated in the Pre-

mium Book (Section 260.55). If recommended by the 
county fairõs veterinarian and approved by fair, early 
dismissal of livestock may be granted for the following 
reasons: disease outbreak, severe hot weather, or other 

existing conditions which may result in the death of 
livestock. The IL Dept. of Ag may also grant early dis-
missal of livestock and other exhibits in emergency situ-
ations upon recommendation of fair management in the 

case where facilities have been lost due to fire, wind, or 
heavy rain damage to tents and barns, or loss of electri-
cal power, or if facilities cannot accommodate livestock 
due to space limitations. All eligible early dismissals 

shall be followed up in a letter to the IL Dept of Ag. 
(Note: Early release to go to another fair is not allowed 
nor is the Superintendent allowed to release early.)  

CROP INSURANCE CENTER  
For your crop insurance and                               

crop hail coverage needs  

 
Barb Dirks / Rick Allen  

217 -632 -2230  

605 Old Salem Road  

Petersburg, IL 62675  

cropinsctr@cropinscenter.com  
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Fully Equipped Service Dept. 
Servicing all makes & models 

Check our entire inventory at  
www.niklesofpetersburg.com 

300 South Sixth St.  
Petersburg, IL 62675  

LOCAL PEOPLE  
GREAT SERVICE  

COMMUNITY MINDED 
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Menard County Fair, Inc. is a non-for-profit organization whoõs success relies on the help of donors and 
state funding.  Unfortunately, Illinois State funding for county fairs has been drastically reduced over the 

years, and with rising costs, we are tasked with doing more with less.  Your fair has been in existence since 
1855, educating the community and providing entertainment to the area. Together with your help we can 

continue this great tradition.  
Please consider the Menard County Fair when  

planning your estate or making your community donations!  

Ways that you can help: 
ATTENDANCE 

The fair offers many daytime and nighttime events for all ages to enjoy!  

PARTICIPATION 

There are many different livestock and non-livestock shows and events to participate in! 

VOLUNTEER YOUR TIME 

Many community members offer a wide variety of talents and time to support the various fair events.  

MONETARY DONATIONS 

Consider leaving something from your estate or an annual contribution.                        

We are a 501(C)(3) organization.  Any donations are tax deductible! 

ANYTHING YOU CAN DO IS GREATLY APPRECIATED! 

Together we can continue to build something incredible for our wonderful county!  
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Menard County Fair  

Queen Pageant  

Director:  Haley Stewart  

Assistant Director: Abbey Knox  
Assistant Director: Leah Daniels  

 
TUESDAY, JULY 15, 2025  

1.  Personal Characteristics:  In order to be eligible, con-
testants must certify to the Personal Characteristics in 
this section:  

 a) Must be a minimum of 16 years of age and not 

have reached her 22 nd  birthday by January 1, 2025.  
Must be a U.S. Citizen.  Contestant, Parent or Legal 
Guardian must currently be a resident of Illinois for a 
minimum of six months.  

 b) Can never have been convicted of a felony offense.  
 c) Was born female and have always been a female.  
 d) Does not use or consume any illegal controlled 

substances or abuse the use of alcohol or other danger-

ous substances.  
 e) Is of good moral character.  Has never performed 

any act or engaged in any activity or employment that 
is or could be characterized as immoral or indecent.  

Attests that any and all online depictions associated 
with the contestant's name or likeness including but 
not limited to Facebook Twitter, and all other social 
media sites are consistent with the standards and dig-

nity of the Miss Menard County Fair Queen Pageant.  
2.  Contestants must be single and never have been mar-

ried, divorced, or had their marriage annulled.  Con-
testants can never have been pregnant, is not the adop-

tive parent of a child.  
3.  Limitations - Contestants must reside within the area 

encompassed by Menard County School Districts or 
must be attending Menard County Schools, or has 

graduated high school from a Menard County School.  
Any girl whose parents are residing within the area 
encompassed by Menard County School Districts, who 
is a student at a university, college, trade school or 

other school of higher education, shall be eligible.  
4.   Contestants will be judged as follows:  
   25% Stage Presence  
  25% Beauty & Physique  

   35% Personal Interview  
   15% Speech & Communication  
5.  All contestants will complete their interview and beauty 

& physique portion prior to the pageant. Then the con-

testants will appear on stage in business suits and 
evening gowns, Tuesday evening during the pageant.  At 
this time the 2025 Queen will be selected and crowned 

by Miss Raquel Reynolds, 2024 Menard County Fair 
Queen.  

6.  Contestants will be photographed individually and/or 
with other contestants and retiring queens.  These pho-

tos become property of Menard County Fair, Inc. and 
are for publications and advertising and promoting the 
pageants or in conjunction with Menard County Fair 
events.  Menard County Fair, Inc. shall have the right to 

photograph and video record the contestant and to use 
the contestantsõ name, face, likeness, voice, and appear-
ance in connection with exhibits, publicity, advertising, 
and promotional materials of the corporation and the 

corporation shall retain such right if the contestant 
voluntarily withdraws or is disqualified from the pag-
eant.  

7.  Contestants and the crowned queens/miss shall have 

no material on social media/networking site, including 
but not limited to Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, etc. 
which the corporation deems to be controversial, ob-

scene, or otherwise objectionable, in its sole discretion.  

Any such material shall be grounds for disqualification 
of a contestant or crowned queen/miss.  

8.    Contestants who have appeared at the State Pageant on 
stage for another county in Illinois are not eligible to 

participate.  
9.  The winner of the contest will appear in Springfield 

sometime in January 2026, for the Miss Illinois County 
Fair Pageant.  The winner of the state contest will serve 

as hostess of the 2026 Illinois State Fair and DuQuoin 
State Fair.  

10.  The reigning Queen will forfeit her title, prizes 
(including scholarship award) and privileges to the 1st 

runner -up in the case of marriage at anytime prior to 
the 2026 Menard County Fair or in case of gross mis-
conduct as defined and determined by and in the sole 
discretion of Menard County Fair Board.  

11.  The Queen must meet with pageant director before 
January 1, 2026.  She must also help gather donations 
for the 2026 Menard County Fair Queen Pageant.  
Scholarship money may be reduced or forfeited if she 

does not comply with these terms.  
12.  If the scholarship recipient should determine not to 

attend a post -secondary institution within three years 
of being awarded the scholarship, the recipient thereby 

forfeits the prize.  The scholarship money is not trans-
ferable and not redeemable for cash.  

13.  Contestants must file applications with the Menard 
County Fair Pageant Committee on or by July 4, 2026  

14.  The decisions made by the 2026 Menard County Fair 
Pageant judges shall be final.  

15.  For further information, contact Haley Stewart at   
        menardcopageant@gmail.com  

 
We, the undersigned, have read, understand and agree to 
comply with the 2025 Menard County Fair pageant rules.  
 

       ________________________           ________________________ 
           Contestant            Parent/Guardian  
                     
DUTIES OF QUEEN AND ATTENDANTS  

1.  Attend ribbon cutting ceremony at the main gate of the 
fairgrounds for the 2026 Fair.  

2.  Report at the Fair Office each time she is on the 
grounds!  

3.  Present ribbons at the judging events, such as to the 
winners in the swine, beef and sheep livestock divi-
sions.  

4.  Represent Menard County in January 2026 at the State 
Pageant. During this time, Miss Menard will compete 
on stage in her business suit, bathing suit, and evening 
gown.  

 
There will be a box seat in the grandstand next to the aisle, 
which will be at the disposal of the Queen, Jr Miss, and Little 
Miss any time during the Fair.  The Queens are encouraged to 

attend grandstand events.  


