To all Poultry Lovers showing at the Northwest Washington Fair,

The intent of this note is to remind you that showing poultry at the NWWF (or any other
poultry show) puts your birds at risk of acquiring infectious agents such as viruses, bacteria, and
external parasites such as lice and mites. They may be susceptible to diseases they have not
encountered before at your own home.

The veterinarians will be checking each bird for symptoms of any iliness and will send home any
bird they see unfit for show or that put any other birds that enter the fair at risk.

For those planning on dusting their poultry, please do so at least a week prior to the Fair.
Trying to examine birds that have recently been dusted is dangerous to those doing the
inspection and makes inspection much more difficult.

Due to the recent threat of both Avian Flu and Infectious Laryngotracheitis(ILT), do not bring
any bird(all waterfowl, chickens, turkeys, game birds or pigeons) that shows signs of
sneezing, coughing/wheezing, eye or nasal discharge, open-mouthed breathing or lethargy. If
you have had any recent illnesses or deaths in your flock please do not bring any birds to the
fair. This will help reduce the spread of potentially fatal diseases.

Most all of you know about poultry lice, however, there is a threat of mites as well. Your birds
will be healthier and cleaner if you bathe them prior to the fair. See the attached information
on bathing your birds prior to show.

LICE--are tiny, wingless, 6-legged, flat bodied, insects. They lay their eggs on the host bird's
feathers, especially near the base of the feather shaft. They spend their entire life cycle on the
host bird, primarily in the feathers around the vent area, under the wings and abdomen. Most
common treatments include cleaning and disinfecting the house a well as using an approved
dust or spray made for poultry. The treatment of the birds must be done 2 weeks apart and
ALL birds treated should be repeated as needed(usually 2-3 times.)

MITES--are a whole different problem. They are very very tiny and difficult to see with the
naked eye. They have 8 legs and most commonly spread through bird to bird contact. They
suck the blood of the fowl and can live off the host bird for 2-3 weeks. This means that they
must be treated differently than lice. Mites often hide in the cracks and crevices of the poultry
house and come out at night and attack your poultry. The life cycle can be as little as 10 days,
which allows for a quick turnover and heavy infestations.

The treatment is very different as well. Birds must all be treated with the off-label use of
Ivermectin every 10 days for up to 3-4 treatments as well as complete disinfection of housing,
roosts and nesting boxes. Then the house must be completely dried and then all cracks and
crevices filled and sealed with a primer/sealer. This is a very time-consuming and costly
endeavor.

Most birds with mites have observable signs that may include darkening of the feathers on
white feathered birds due to mite feces, scabbing of the skin near the vent, and generally an
overall ill-thrift appearance of the birds.



The veterinarians inspecting your birds prior to entry at the fair will do their very best to
prevent the spread of any infectious diseases as well as external parasites. It is critical to
understand that viruses and bacteria as well as external parasites are not easy to
identify. Thus, it is best to isolate your birds at least 4-6 weeks after the fair to prevent possible
contamination into your home flock, dust or spray all birds with an appropriate poultry dust or
spray once you get home and then 2 weeks later, and continue to inspect housing and birds for
any signs of disease before allowing fair shown birds access to your other poultry for up to 4-6
weeks.

For more information, check out the following websites:
http://www.agf.gov.bc.ca/cropprot/poultry.htm
http://ohioline.osu.edu/vme-fact/0018.html
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HOW TO WASH FOULTRY

Danial K. &ndrews, Extension Poultry Scientist

The Showmanship Cantest is an important par
of the fair aclivity because it provides an
apportunity for the yauth to prave that be ar
she has rrained and properly prepared his or her
stock, This sheet wiil be canfined to the clzanirg
und preparation of the bird  for  show.
liaformation o@n  handling, tracing, =znd
presenta ion before the judse is contafned jn e
Showermanship  Guide, EM 2403, 4.4 Fooftry
Sugdaing Sories.

The oid-timers alwavs washed their  birds
hecause the competitors weshed theirs and
shealute perfection wes the only way o win,
Today we fesl that the pressure is less intenss, A
clean chigken howse with fresh, clean litter is the
apst  and casiest  way  to produca  clear,
showregom  chickens. Thess oirds mguire oniy
lhat dieir shsnks and feet be scrobbed. We
aduise complete washimg ouly for birds that are
sniled.

Jirty shanks and plumage detact from the
normal marit of @ specimen. |t 5 nat a great deaf
of troutde to wash birds cnce the process is
fnower, A dozen birds con fasily be wazhed in

three hours.
Matarials Mecpigary far Waeshing Yaur Birds

» Soap

® Wartn water |3 tubs)

1 Soft cloths (Turkish towesl b

Llean cages §1 par blrd]

Drusting powweder far lice and mites
Electric hair dryer {Cntionall

Tha Placa. First, it 75 necessary ta salect a kot
day ar find a warm roam in which the birds can
dry. Birds should dry slowdy for best results, and
thesefare, the room temperature should be
aroung B0YF_, if possible, AN elactric heatar will
Felp. The dry:re ccops ehauld be free from sl

COOFERATIVE EXTEMEION SEAVICE

SOLLEGE OF AGRICLUITLRE =

duat and dirt; clean straw or shavings should ke
placed an the bowam, T a wire cage is used, be
sare it i= large ennugn fer the bird ta stretch aut
withaut hitting her wing feathers.

The Water. So7t weter jives much better results
e laaed water and & good grade of soap is
necessary, fvory $04p chips of Eux i3 good. Yau
mgt U a anap, as a detergent will remove the
oils from the feathers and mzke them lock dull
and unkempt, Threg tubs of watar are necezzany.
The first tub of water should be warm, If the
wiasher s bare elbows can be held in it for bwe
rinutes it is not too hot, The first water should
have zbour cne-helf pound of s08p disgelvad in
il and an abundant foar oF suds whipped up.
Co not rub spap onta tne festhers as it &
gdifficult 1o remawve comp etely.

The second and third wbs contein clean water
far ringing, The water of the seond wb should
ae ghout body temperature and that in the thind
tub should be cool. A few drops of bluing in the
third tub will help whiten the birds. Addition of
too much bluing may causs sireakiness.

The Sorub Down. The bird should ba restad on

zhe palm af tha {aft hand, holdlng the tio of i
wings by the thumb and little finger nf the right

hand, and immersed in the tub of warm zode. If
the bird struggies too fiercely, the head can be
dipped under for ar nstant which ususlly stoas
thiz trouble, &l feathers must became entiraly
spakad 2= the rubbing of dry feathers aceaks
therm,

Aftar the feathars are groperly seaked, ke
=ntire body of tha bird shouid be lathered. Rub
or brush extremely dirty spots until every speck
is washed away. All ubhing shaold be dane with
Aand nat Aagainst the grein of the feathers. Ae sere
that all the dirt has hesn washed off hefore
emoving the bird from the toeb of seds. [f the

WARHIMGTER SFATE UHIVERAITY = FULLMAMN

It gomyprrat-on wmith thg ilnicad S:adme Oapactmount ol Agriculture
lusums in furtherancs of the Acic of kiay B end Juas 30, 1914, by the ‘Washmgion Slabe Unienrmity
roracadive Frbansinh Garsise 0 1 Tanen Rirscbar
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legs are extremely dirty, brush them with a stiff
vegetable brush.

The Rinse. The bird will be clean if it has been
washed thoroughly in the suds tub. The next
problem is to remove all soap from the feathers.
If any is allowed to remain, the feathers will not
fluff out and an unsightly bird will result. To
remove the soap, the bird is first soaked for two
minutes in the second tub of rinse water and
then drawn through the water three or four
times against the grain of the feathers.

The third tub also rinses and is used as an
invigorator to offset the drowsy effect of the
warm water. When birds are placed in this cool
water their combs may turn purple and care

should be taken to remove the birds from the °

water to avoid chilling. A thorough rinsing in the
third tub will remove all of the soap.

The Rub Down. Some poultrymen hasten the
drying of the birds by wrapping them in Turkish
towels after the last tub; thus removing much of
the water. Its use seems to give best results.
Holding the bird by the legs head down and
causing it to flap its wings vigorously hastens
drying, shapes the feathers into natural position,
and accelerates circulation of the blood.

Birds are permitted to dry in the drying coops,
and it is essential that they be kept both warm
and clean during the process. Addition of a
perch several inches above the floor will
encourage the bird to hop up and preen its
feathers in completely clean surroundings.

Use of Oil. A lot of youth feel that the best way
to show a chicken is to rub it down with mineral
oil after washing and drying. This is wrong. The
only place that oil or vaseline should be used on
a chicken is on the shanks or on the beak. Once
applied, it should be rubbed off again (as you
would polish a table, for example). Never put oil
on the feathers as dust immediately settles on
the bird and it looks sick and exhausted.

Trim the Nails. Older layers may require a
pedicure. Clip the bird’s toenails and trim up the
rough edges of the beak if you are showing an

older bird. Pullets generally will not require this
detail.

Final Details. Some exhibitors wash birds twice
before showing. This gives a more- attractive
appearance, but washing once is sufficient.
Washing should be done as near the date of the
show as possible, and in case any feathers do not
fluff out properly, small areas can be steamed
over a teakettle to bring out their natural shape.
(Hold bird a safe distance, near the steam, as
steam can cause serious burns.)

A bird can be washed in about 15 to 20 minutes,
although it may take 12 to 18 hours for the
drying. The exhibitor should be sure to take the
birds to the show in a clean coop and prevent
soiling after the washing is over. Dusting with
cornstarch helps to keep the cleaned plumage in
a freshened condition. The birds should not be
crowded, or the coop chould not be so low that
their combs will rub the top of it. It is well to
place one bird to a coop, as fighting may resuit
from crowding and the birds may become
matted and soiled on the way to the show.

It is not advisable to wash ducks or geese.
Several days in clean water with a clean, dry
place to stand will allow most ducks time to get
themselves into top shape.

Other Management Tips

Protect the Combs. Use open top or grill-type
feeders for show birds. Reel-type feeders often
are periodically overgrown and the birds forced
to hit their combs while eating. This minor
management problem often causes a lopped
comb which is a disqualification for males.

Protect the Feathers. Nearly perfect feathering is
essential to prize-winning birds. The cushion
feathers on the female are soft and easily pulled
or disarrayed by the males. Keep the males
separate from each other if fighting becomes a
problem.

Remove the Non-Show Birds Early. Early
removal of birds with crooked toes, standard
disqualifications or poor type allows more room
and time for care of the better birds.

Assistance from Washington State University is available to all persons, without regard to race,_color, or-national origin.
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