To all Poultry Lovers showing at the Northwest Washington Fair,
The intent of this note is to remind you that showing poultry at the NWWF (or any other
poultry show) puts your birds at risk of acquiring infectious agents such as viruses, bacteria, and
external parasites such as lice and mites. They may be susceptible to diseases they have not
encountered before at your own home.
The veterinarians will be checking each bird for symptoms of any illness and will send home any
bird they see unfit for show or that put any other birds that enter the fair at risk.
For those planning on dusting their poultry, please do so at least a week prior to the Fair.
Trying to examine birds that have recently been dusted is dangerous to those doing the
inspection and makes inspection much more difficult.
Due to the recent threat of both Avian Flu and Infectious Laryngotracheitis(ILT), do not bring
any bird(all waterfowl, chickens, turkeys, game birds or pigeons) that shows signs of
sneezing, coughing/wheezing, eye or nasal discharge, open-mouthed breathing or lethargy. If
you have had any recent illnesses or deaths in your flock please do not bring any birds to the
fair. This will help reduce the spread of potentially fatal diseases.
Most all of you know about poultry lice, however, there is a threat of mites as well. Your birds
will be healthier and cleaner if you bathe them prior to the fair. See the attached information
on bathing your birds prior to show.
LICE--are tiny, wingless, 6-legged, flat bodied, insects. They lay their eggs on the host bird's
feathers, especially near the base of the feather shaft. They spend their entire life cycle on the
host bird, primarily in the feathers around the vent area, under the wings and abdomen. Most
common treatments include cleaning and disinfecting the house a well as using an approved
dust or spray made for poultry. The treatment of the birds must be done 2 weeks apart and
ALL birds treated should be repeated as needed(usually 2-3 times.)
MITES--are a whole different problem. They are very very tiny and difficult to see with the
naked eye. They have 8 legs and most commonly spread through bird to bird contact. They
suck the blood of the fowl and can live off the host bird for 2-3 weeks. This means that they
must be treated differently than lice. Mites often hide in the cracks and crevices of the poultry
house and come out at night and attack your poultry. The life cycle can be as little as 10 days,
which allows for a quick turnover and heavy infestations.
The treatment is very different as well. Birds must all be treated with the off-label use of
Ivermectin every 10 days for up to 3-4 treatments as well as complete disinfection of housing,
roosts and nesting boxes. Then the house must be completely dried and then all cracks and
crevices filled and sealed with a primer/sealer. This is a very time-consuming and costly
endeavor.
Most birds with mites have observable signs that may include darkening of the feathers on
white feathered birds due to mite feces, scabbing of the skin near the vent, and generally an
overall ill-thrift appearance of the birds.

The veterinarians inspecting your birds prior to entry at the fair will do their very best to
prevent the spread of any infectious diseases as well as external parasites. It is critical to
understand that viruses and bacteria as well as external parasites are not easy to
identify. Thus, it is best to isolate your birds at least 4-6 weeks after the fair to prevent possible
contamination into your home flock, dust or spray all birds with an appropriate poultry dust or
spray once you get home and then 2 weeks later, and continue to inspect housing and birds for
any signs of disease before allowing fair shown birds access to your other poultry for up to 4-6
weeks.

For more information, check out the following websites:
http://www.agf.gov.bc.ca/cropprot/poultry.htm
http://ohioline.osu.edu/vme-fact/0018.html

