LOCAL RULES

EXHIBITORS MUST FAMILIARIZE THEMSELVES WITH THE RULES,
AS THEY WILL BE STRICTLY ENFORCED.

The following are the local rules for the 17th District
Agricultural Association, Nevada County Fair. Variances to
these rules may only be granted by the Board of Directors of
the 17th District Agricultural Association. Variance requests
must be made in writing to: Nevada County Fair (17th District
Agricultural Association) 11228 McCourtney Road, Grass
Valley, CA 95949 or may be delivered to the Administration
Office at Gate 1, 11228 McCourtney Road, Grass Valley, CA.

General Rules

1. The Board of Directors of the 17th District
Agricultural Association, Nevada County Fair,
will be the final authority in any decisions or
disputes involving the Fair or the Fairgrounds.

2. 'The Nevada County Fairgrounds does not allow
smoking during the Fair on the Fairgrounds,
except in designated outdoor smoking areas.
Those who desire to smoke, MUST visit one of the
designated smoking areas.

3. No vehicles or trailers will be permitted on
the inner grounds during the five days of the
Fair without a signed permit from the Fair
Management.

4. No pets are allowed on the inner Fairgrounds
during events. Only properly identified service
animals trained to perform tasks for a person with
a disability are permitted. Emotional-support
animals are not recognized as service animals
under ADA regulations and are not permitted at
these Fairground events and are not allowed.

5. Substitutions can only be made within a division.
Substitutions must be made when the exhibit
arrives at the Fairgrounds; or for animals when
registration certificates are checked in.A $5 fee
must be paid for each substitution made by the
exhibitor in excess of two in the division. Paid at
the administration office.

6. Designated entry fees must accompany entry
forms. Entry fees are non-refundable. Returned
Checks for NON-SUFFICIENT FUNDS for any
payments to the Nevada County Fair (entries,
passes, auction, etc.) are subject to a $30 fee for
each check. Stop payment fee $35 per check.

7. Book subject to change without notice.

Still Exhibits

8. In the case of limited space, entry preference will
be based on available space in the following order:
a. Nevada County Junior Exhibitors
b. Nevada County Senior Exhibitors
c. Exhibitors from Placer, Sierra, and Yuba counties
d. All other California counties.

Legal residency shall be the determining factor. Final
decision of acceptance or rejection of any exhibit will be
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A Nevada County Youth exhibitor is defined

as an exhibitor who meets the eligibility and age
requirements as defined within the State Rules and
whose legal residence is within the boundaries of
the 17th District Agricultural Association (Nevada
County) or who attends a Nevada County school
and is a member of the FFA, Nevada County 4-H
or Nevada County Grange. Refer to State Rule
VIIL.1-20 Junior Department.

Exhibitors age on January 1 shall be maintained
through the calendar year.

Entries not received at the specified date and time
will not be permitted to compete for premiums.
Exhibitor entries including perishable entries
must be picked up Tuesday, August 18, 2026
between 12 pm and 6 pm unless otherwise noted.
Items will be disposed of if not claimed during
specified pick up deadline.

Exhibits claim tags must be presented when
claiming exhibits.
All items will be judged, but may not be displayed.

Premiums/Cash Awards, trophies and ribbon
awards are offered as an inducement to increase
competition. Where there are no entries or one
entry for two Kears or more, the Fair Board
may remove the class from the Competition
Handbook. By the same token, if there

are assurances that there will be sufficient
competition for a class, The Fair Board may add
them to the Competition Handbook for the
following year. Requests may be submitted.

Should a premium be found to have been obtained
by false evidence, misrepresentation or a violation
of any of the State or Local Rules, the premium
award will be withheld.

Placing of ribbons does not guarantee correct
judging placement. Only official placing stated on
the judging sheet(s) constitutes final placement
(State Rule IV #10).

Award Premium checks will be mailed fourteen
days after the completion of the event. There will
be a $35.00 fee for Stop Payment, if a replacement
check is issued.

Competition Still entries are required to remove
all labels, signs or traces of ownership from all
entries before being presented for judging, with
the exception of the exhibit tag which will be
given to the exhibitor at the time of submitting
exhibit.

No “For Sale” signs are to be posted at or near
any exhibit for the duration of the Fair. This rule
applies to both still and livestock exhibits. No
private treaties allowed on the Fairgrounds.

at the discretion of Fair Management. z
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Any failure by an exhibitor to keep an exhibit
fresh, clean and attractive, which is not in the

best interest of the Fair, endangers the public, or
fails to comply with the rules and regulations set
forth in this Competition Handbook will, at the
discretion of Fair Management, result in forfeiture
of any premiums which may have been won by
that exhibitor and possibly the immediate removal
of the entry in question from the Fairgrounds.

Inappropriate, unethical, or inimical behavior
on the part of exhibitors, leaders, advisors, or
parents may result in forfeiture of awards and/
or privileges on the premises of the 17th District
Agricultural Association.

Late Entries
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General Livestock Rules o e Wt
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Late Still Exhibit entries will be accepted until
5:00 p.m. on the Friday following the published
entry deadline. A non-refundable late fee of
$10 per item will be charged. No entries will be
accepted after this deadline.

Late Ag Mechanics entries will be accepted until
5:00 p.m. on the Friday following the published
deadline. A non-refundable late fee of $50 will
be charged. No entries will be accepted after this

time. > . >

Animals that are not entered in the Fair are not
allowed to be on the grounds during the Fair at
any time.

All livestock exhibitors can attend a voluntary
workday on the following day.

Option #1 July 25 Saturday 9 am to 1 pm

These work days are an essential part of our fair
f)rogram — they ensure the fairgrounds and
ivestock facilities are properly prepared for the
event, and give exhibitors the opportunity to
contribute to their community, take ownership of
the fair experience, and develop a sense of pride
and responsibility beyond the show ring.

* Check-in at the Livestock office for assignments.

All Livestock exhibitors showing large or small
animals must attend the mandatory orientation
meeting on Monday, August 10, 2026, at 6:00 pm
at the Pine Tree Stage.

All exhibitors nine (9) years of age and older must
obtain current certification in the Youth for the
Quality Care of Animals (YQCA) to participate
in any youth livestock program (excluding horse
& dogs) at a California Fair. Exhibitors without
valid certification are not eligible to participate,
including at the Nevada County Fair.

Certification information; https://yqcaprogram.org

29.

Unless otherwise noted, entry preference will be

based on available space in the following order:

a. Nevada County Junior Exhibitors

b. Nevada County Senior Exhibitors

c. Exhibitors from Placer, Sierra, and Yuba
counties

d. All other California counties.

Legal residency shall be the determining factor.

Late Livestock Entries
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Late Livestock entries Market and breeding

animal late entries will be accepted no later than

5 p.m. on the Friday immediately following the
ublished entry deadline. A non—refundab%e

ate fee of $50 tper animal will be added to the

regular entry fee. All ownership requirements,

as defined in the State Rules for California

Fairs, must be met and will be verified by

Fairgrounds staff for all late entries. Failure to

meet requirements will result in rejection of the entry.

Late entries for all Showmanship classes will be
accepted until 3 pm on Tuesday of Fair week.

A $25 late fee must be paid at the time the class
is added. Exhibitors must be entered in either

a Market or Breeding class to be eligible for
Showmanship.No late Showmanship entries will
be accepted after this deadline.

Exhibitor Classification
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Independent exhibitors will show as follows:

o Ages9 -13 years with 4-H/Grange
o Ages 14 and older with FFA

Independent Exhibitors must notify the
Fairgrounds Entries Department of their intent
to show as an Independent by April 1 in order to
be eligible to exhibit.

Youth exhibitors (4-H/Grange, FFA and
Independent) entering a Market animal must
complete the mandatory entry process and
provide proof of ownership.

Exhibitors from bordering counties may not
show and sell a Market animal at the Nevada
County Fair unless they meet the requirements
and definition of a Nevada County Youth
exhibitor. (See Local Rule No. 29)

See page 82 for uniform requirements.

Entry fees are Non-refundable.

Facilities, Awards and Conduct

38.

39.

Livestock trailers must be removed from the
Fairgrounds on the day animals are unloaded,
with the exception for those exhibitors who

are open exhibitors or are showing breeding
animals.

No exhibitor shall receive more than two (2) cash
awards in a single class under the American Judging
system. (State Rule IV #6 page 10)
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40. Premium checks for livestock exhibitors will be
mailed.

41. Junior Livestock Auction checks: 4-H, Grange and
Independent exhibitors: Checks will be available
at the Administration Office once exhibitors
have received their Buyers “Thank You” List. FFA
students will receive their checks directly from
their advisors. ' L

o

Camping e

42. Camping sites are limited and assigned by Fair
Management. Livestock exhibitor campin
is limited to livestock exhibitors that need to
stay for the duration of the Fair. No Junior
livestock exhibitor shall be allowed to stay
on the Fairgrounds without a chaperone.
Camping chaperone must be 25 years of age
or older. A minimum of one chaperone is
required for every three youth campers.

Back-Up Market Animals

43. Back-up Market Animal(s): An exhibitor may
enter up to two back-up animals.
« Back-up animals may be of a different species
however they must match in size category.
(eg large w/large-animal species, and small w/
small-animal species).

o A back-up animal may not be simultaneously
entered as a breeding animal.

44. Family Back-up Market Animal

o A Family Back-up Animal is a back-up market
animal that is shared by immediate family
members who reside in the same household and
share in the responsibility of raising and caring
for the back-up animal.

» Each family member using the same family
back-up animal must properly enter and pay the
appropriate entry fee prior to the entry deadline.

o A Family Back-up Animal may only be weighed
in and shown by a single family member at the
Fair.

Animal Arrival & Weigh-In

45. Open livestock: will not be accepted before Monday,
August 10 at 1 pm and must be in place, with papers
checked by Tuesday, August 11, by 4 pm.

Official Weigh-In Schedule
Swine: Monday, August 10 .......... 7 pmto9 pm

Sheep: Tuesday, August 11 ........... 3 pmto4 pm
Goats: Tuesday, August 11 ........... 4 pmto5pm
Beef: Tuesday, August 11 .............. 6 pmto 7 pm

Poultry: Tuesday, August 11........ 10 am -12 pm
Rabbits: Wednesday, August 12 ................. 7 am

Additional weigh in rules:

46. Animals must be clean of mud before crossing the
scales.

47. Exhibitors with backup animals can weigh up to
three animals (their market entry and up to two
back-up animals).

48. Market and back-up animals in the same species,
exhibitor must declare which animal will be shown
to the Livestock Superintendent within the published

wei%h-in period for that species. If the exhibitor has

multiple market species entered, the exhibitor must
declare which animal they will be showing following
the conclusion of the weigh-in period for the last
species weighed.

Reweigh Procedure Market Animals

49. Allowed only if the first weigh-in is below minimum
or above maximum and results in animal being sifted.

50. Request must be made to Livestock Superintendent
immediately after intital weigh-in.

51. Scale will be zeroed and animal weighed again.
This second weigh becomes the Offical weight.

52. Animals presented for reweighing must remain
within the immediate scale area within view of
the Livestock Superintendent. Any animal that
leaves the immediate scale area after the initial
weigh-in and is subsequently returned will be
disqualified from reweigh consideration.

53. Animals not meeting market weight requirements
will be sifted from the Junior Livestock Auction.
State Rule: If the exhibitor has a market animal
that is below sifted weight and as a result may not
show in an individual market class, the exhibitor
may use this animal for showmanship only if
this animal is the only animal the exhibitor has
brought to the fair.

54. Non-show animal(s) must be removed from the
Fairgrounds by 8 pm on weigh in day.

Protests

55. Protests will be considered only if there has been
a violation of State or Local Rules that has not
been enforced. Decisions of judges, veterinarians,
weigh masters, breed callers, tail dock official and
times cannot be protested and are final. To file a
protest, it must be in writing within 24 hours of
the time of the cause of protest and accompanied
by a deposit of $500.00. For more information, see
the State Rules for California Fairs.




Barn Duties & Showing Requirements

56. Exhibitors of all barns/species are responsible to
organize their own barn duty schedules.

57. All animals must be off the Fairgrounds by 12
pm (noon) Monday, August 17, 2026

Additional Rules

58. Junior livestock exhibitors must show their
animal before the animal can be sold at the
Junior Livestock Auction.

59. All Supreme Champions, Reserve Supreme
Champions, Champions and Reserve
Champions must sell in all large and small
market species.

60. No animal will leave the Fairgrounds before
Sunday, August 16, 2026 at 8 pm. Fairgrounds
Management may designate a later time, if
deemed necessary, to ensure public safety.

61. The exercise area for all animals will be
designated by the Livestock Superintendent.

62. Exhibitors are responsible for supplying and
maintaining their own feed, bedding and caring
of animals while on the Fairgorunds.

63. Stall cards are available at the Livestock Office
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