
 
 

2026 New Mexico State Fair  
 

MOVE IN & SHOW CHANGES 
*Schedule & Rules are Subject to Change* 

SHOW UPDATES AND CHANGES ARE NOTED IN RED 

Junior Livestock Pavilion- JLP 
 

Friday, August 1st 
ENTRY DEADLINE: 
Jr. Market, Jr. Breeding Heifers, Jr. Wether Does, Jr. Commercial Ewes, entries DUE by 

11:59 p.m. 

Longhorn and Wool Lead entries due 
 

Sunday, August 10th 
Jr. Market late entries DUE by 11:59 p.m. 

Jr. & Open Poultry & Rabbit entries due 
 

Monday, August 25th 
ENTRY DEADLINE: 
Open Beef Cattle, Open Dairy Cattle, Jr. Dairy Goats, Open Dairy Goat, Open Breeding 

Sheep entries due 
 

MOVE-IN INFORMATION: 
 

Thursday, September 10th 
9:00 a.m.        Wool Show Fleece Arrival Begins  

5:00 p.m.        Wool Show Fleece In Place 
 

Friday, September 11th  
REMINDER: NO TACK OR ANIMALS ALLOWED ON GROUNDS BEFORE FRIDAY!                         
8:00 a.m.       Jr. Market, Jr. Breeding & Dairy Livestock arrival begins - ALL barns 

 



 

8:00 a.m.       Jr.Rabbit/Cavy/Poultry Arrival Begins  

7:00 p.m.       Jr.Rabbit/Cavy/Poultry In Place   
 

Saturday, September 12th 
8:00 a.m.       Open Angus, AOB & Hereford Cattle Arrival Begins  

12:00 p.m.     Jr. Market Goats/Jr. Wether Does In place - JLP 

12:00 p.m.   ​ ALL Jr. Market Swine MUST be in place*** 

4:00 p.m.   ​ Jr. Market Swine - Weights Due*** 

5:00 p.m.      Jr. Market Sheep & Jr. Commercial Ewes In place - JLP*** 

5:00 p.m. ​ Jr. Market Beef/Jr. Market Heifers/Jr. Breeding Heifers - In place JLP*** 
 
 

Sunday, September 13th 
1:00 p.m.​ Open/Angus/AOB, Hereford Cattle Arrival Begins 

4:00 p.m.   ​ Classify Jr. Market Lambs - Weights will be due 30 minutes after the  

conclusion of classification- JLP*** 
 

 

Monday, September 14th 
8:00 a.m.​ Replacement Dairy- Check-in- ONLY between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. 

10:00 a.m.   ​ Classify/Check in Jr. Market Beef/Market Heifers/Weights Due - JLP 
12:00 p.m.    Open Angus, AOB & Hereford Cattle Arrival/Check In Ends - Beef Barn*** 

12: 00 p.m.​ Jr. Breeding/AOB/Commercial Heifer- Check In & Weights Due 

5: 00 p.m.​ Replacement Dairy must be in place- Check in by 5:00 p.m. 
 

Tuesday, September 15th 
8:00 a.m.      Open Rabbit Arrival Begins  

9:00 a.m. ​ Open Angus Cattle Show – Beef Barn*** 

10:00 a.m.   ​ Open AOB Cattle Show - Beef Barn*** 

11:00 a.m. ​ Open Hereford Cattle Show – Beef Barn*** 

7:00 p.m.      Open Rabbits must be In Place  
 

Wednesday, September 16th 
 

Thursday, September 17th 

1:00 p.m.   ​ Jr. & Open Dairy Goat Show arrival - JLP*** 



 

1:00 p.m.​ Open Breeding Sheep Show arrival - JLP*** 
 

Friday, September 18th 
12:00 p.m.     Open Poultry Arrival Begins  

12:00 p.m.     Texas Longhorns Move in - Beef Barn 

1:00 p.m.​ Open Breeding Sheep Show in place - JLP*** 

7:00 p.m.       Open Poultry must be In Place  

5:00 p.m.       Texas Longhorns must be In Place  
 

Saturday, September 19th 
 

Sunday, September 20th 
9:00 a.m.     Texas Longhorn Day 2 Show - Beef Barn 
10:00 a.m. ​ 4-H Dog Show - JLP*** 
 
 

SHOW CHANGES 
Fitting Regulations are as follows:  
Absolutely NO artificial coloring, glues or adhesives will be allowed, no 
exceptions, while on the NMSF, Expo NM premises. Market Beef may be subject 
to a comb/glove test at any time.  
 

NEW MEXICO BRED SHOWS 

There have been some questions regarding the New Mexico bred shows at the New 
Mexico State Fair this year.  As discussed in the superintendent meeting, we have 
decided to not have individual separate shows.   
 

When the exhibitors are entering the NMSF they will need to check the New Mexico 
Bred box and add the New Mexico Breeder on their online entries, New Mexico Bred 
entries will be recognized during their respective species shows.  This way it can be 
equal across all species with Beef, Dairy, swine, lambs and goats, as some of those 
species did not offer a New Mexico Bred show.   
 

The New Mexico State Fair will have New Mexico Bred awards for the following: 
**Grand Champion & Reserve Grand Champion overall in each species.  

 

JR. MARKET LAMBS/COMMERCIAL DAMS AND JR. MARKET GOATS/WETHER DOES: 

1.​ All market lambs must be slick shorn from the hock and knee up, including belly 
wool, and be show ring ready upon arrival at the fairgrounds. No one will be 
allowed to leave grounds to shear and return. 



 

2.​ No change of color pattern by paint or dying of hair will be allowed. 

3.​ Health Requirements & Inspection Procedure:  

●​ The fair and show management reserves the right to have trained personnel 
capable of conducting a microscopic examination to determine the presence 
of ringworm at classification.  

●​ Sheep with active ringworm lesions will be required to be treated as 
determined necessary by livestock personnel and staff.  

●​ Lambs must also be free of scabies, sore mouth and foot rot and other 
contagious diseases or will not be allowed to show.  

●​ The fair and show management reserves the right to disqualify any animals 
found to be diseased or whose physical appearance is detrimental to the 
integrity of the show. 

4.​ The breeds recognized at NMSF will be Dorset, Speckle Face, Hair Sheep, 
Southdown, Blackface. 

5.​ All market goats must be slick shorn from the hock and knee up, including belly 
hair, and be show ring ready upon arrival at the fairgrounds. No one will be 
allowed to leave grounds to shear and return.  

 

JR. MARKET SWINE: 

Entries:  

There is no limit on the number of swine each exhibitor may enter; however, exhibitors 
are limited to bringing a maximum of four (4) swine. All pens will contain at least 2 
swine.  

Arrival:  

Jr. Market Swine entries must be on grounds by 12:00 p.m. Saturday, September 
12th, 2026.  

Show Weight:  

Exhibitors will declare their own show weight rather than the traditional weigh-in 
process. Weights will be due by 4:00 p.m. to the officials and must be submitted by 
all Junior Market swine exhibitors.Declared weights for hogs must be in a range from 
210 pounds to 290 pounds weigh back must be within 10 pounds of the official weight.  
Watering of pigs after the pig is officially weighed and before the class is judged is 
prohibited and will be subject to disciplinary action.  Entries will be divided into equal 
sized classes based on declared weights. Any discrepancy will be resolved at the 
superintendent's discretion.  
 

 

 



 

JR. MARKET BEEF 
1.​ Classification:  

Market beef will be classified on Monday, September 14th at 10:00 a.m. and 
check in time is by 12:00 p.m. by breed in order of breeds in the premium 
book. Market beef entering classification as a cross or market heifer will remain 
as such, and not be reclassified. Weights will be due by 12:00 p.m. or at the 
end of the classification and must be submitted by all Junior Market 
beef exhibitors.  This will become the official weight for that animal.  All beef that 
are to be classified will need to have their heads shaved.  At the time of 
classification only the exhibitor, the classifier, state fair personnel, and NMLB 
personnel (brand inspectors) will be allowed in the ring. No one else is allowed 
unless previous permission is given. The ring is off limits to spectators, breeders 
and parents. Classification is based on visible characteristics of the steer. The 
judgment of the breed classifier(s) is final and not subject to protest.  

Official NMF ear tags are only tags permitted, absolutely no breeder names 
will be visible while entering the show ring.  They must be removed before 
the time of classification.   


