
 

 

 

General Rules for 4-H & FFA at 
the North Idaho State Fair 

*The North Idaho State Fair is proud to partner with both 4-H and FFA to bring our youth and community exceptional, educational programs with the focus 
of agriculture. Each group works independently from their own state and national rules and regulations in coordination with the North Idaho State Fair 

to showcase their projects at the annual fair.

GENERAL RULES 
1. Members must submit all fair entries and pay stall fees by July 15, 

2022; no entries will be taken after July 15, 2022. 
2. Exhibitors, parents, and leaders are expected to conduct 

themselves in a responsible and sportsman-like manner at all 
times. Efforts are being made to ensure that the Fair is an 
enjoyable experience for everyone. Any violators, be it toward 
fair rules, fair officials, other exhibitors, parents or leaders or 
toward the general public, will face immediate expulsion from the 
fair and will forfeit any privileges or premiums associated with the 
Fair.  

3. All protests must be in writing and accompanied by a deposit of 
$50 which will be forfeited if protest is not sustained. Such 
protest must state plainly the case of the complaint or appeal 
and must be delivered to a 4-H Extension Staff person or FFA 
advisor within six hours after the occasion of such protest. The 
protest will be considered by the Extension Staff or FFA advisor 
as quickly as possible and their decision in the matter shall be 
final. 
 
LIVESTOCK GENERAL RULES 

4. An exhibitor may not enter the same animal in both 4-H and FFA. 
However, may show the same species, example: a steer in 4-H 
and a heifer in FFA. 

5. The use of inhumane fitting, showing and/or handling practices 
or devices shall not be tolerated. For example: striking the animal 
to cause swelling or for bracing purposes, use of an electrical 
contrivance, or breaking a tail. 

6. Grade or registered livestock are shown in the same class, unless 
otherwise noted. 

7. Only dehorned or polled cattle and sheep can be entered and 
shown. Any cattle and sheep having scurs over 2 inches long from 
the skin at the base of the horn to the tip will be disqualified from 
exhibiting. This is a safety precaution for exhibitors and the 
public. 

8. Pet/Pack, and Breeding Goats may be shown with horns. All horns 
must be tipped, taped, or padded. Market and Dairy goats must 
be dehorned or polled or have scurs less than 2 inches long. 

9. All Market Sheep and Market Goats entered in the North Idaho 
State Fair must be under one year of age, fair officials will use 
teeth to confirm age of animal.  

10. All sheep and goats exhibited require Scrapie identification, 
beef/dairy cattle requiring Bangs vaccinations, and poultry 
requiring avian influenza testing must be in compliance to exhibit. 
(see Idaho Livestock Exhibitors Reference Manual for more 
information) 

11. Exhibitors shall furnish hay and other feeds at their own expense. 
Due to swine pen size, only self-waterers plus an optional self-
feeder (no larger than 12 inches x 12 inches at the base) may be 
left in swine pens; buckets and pans must be removed 
immediately after feeding. Failure to provide proper care (feed, 
water, etc.) of any animals may result in disqualification and 
removal of affected animals. 

12. Only animals weighed and tagged during the Spring weigh-ins are 
eligible to be shown in any market animal classes; these tagged 
animals may not be entered as breeding projects that year. 

13. All Livestock Barns, including Poultry & Rabbits, must be cleaned 
by livestock exhibitors before 10 am daily. Cleanliness of pens and 
aisles must be maintained during Fair hours without obstructing 
the walkways. All animals will utilize designated bedding 
materials. Exhibitors must stall in assigned areas, no exceptions. 

14. There will be a barn curfew from 10PM to 5AM. Exhibitors will 
not be allowed in livestock barns during this time unless 
accompanied by an approved leader or chaperone and with 
permission from the barn superintendent. 

15. Upon request of the barn superintendent, an exhibitor’s animal 
may be used for the livestock judging contest or round robin. 

16. All animal entries must stay in their designated exhibit area for 
the duration of fair. Animals may only leave the exhibit area with 
superintendent authorization.  

17. Use of any unauthorized drugs, tranquilizers, or performance 
enhancing substances in animals is strictly prohibited; withdrawal 
times for licensed products must be followed. All animals entered 
in the North Idaho State Fair are subject to testing. Should a 
violation occur, it will be dealt with according to procedures as 
listed on the Animal Check In and Quality Assurance Form. 

18. The participant is on notice that the unauthorized use of 
drugs/tranquilizers may be a violation of state and/or federal 
statutes, and that the above sanctions by the Fair Board, FFA 
and/or Extension do not circumvent the prosecution of any 
individual violating state and/or federal laws. 

19. All animals will be subject to a health inspection prior to the 
opening day of fair. Livestock must enter the fairgrounds through 
the Dalton gate entrance (next to CDA High School) and be 
inspected by the fair veterinarian prior to unloading. Please 
review the Idaho Livestock Exhibitors Reference Manual for 
livestock health guidelines. 

20. FFA and the 4-H Extension reserve the right, in consultation with 
the Fair veterinarian and exhibitor’s family, to require the 
immediate removal of any animal from the grounds that exhibits 
a condition deemed detrimental to itself or other animal exhibits.  
 

WEIGH-INS & SHOWS 
21. At initial weigh in of the species, animals must be declared as 4-H 

or FFA and tagged accordingly. 
22. Market animals will be weighed prior to the start of the fair. All 

animals must be clean and dry in order to cross the scale. All 
livestock exhibited at the North Idaho State Fair must be stalled 
by 2pm on Monday August 22, 2022. 

23. If a weight is disputed by the exhibitor, the exhibitor’s parent, or 
any representative of the exhibitor, the animal will step off the 
scale and be IMMEDITALY re-weighed. The market animal may 
not return to the stalls, wash area, trailer, or any other area or 
the exhibitor forfeits the ability to re-weigh the animal. Quality 
assurance forms need to be submitted to department 
superintendents before the animals are weighed. 



 

 

24. During the course of the North Idaho State Fair all animals are to 
be clean and well fitted for quality and fitting & showing classes. 
Only the exhibitors are allowed to do actual grooming of their 
project animals. Parents and leaders are urged to be present and 
provide support/assistance to the exhibitors.  

25. Exhibitors must exhibit their own project animal/fowl in quality 
judging, plus fit and show one animal/fowl from each livestock 
category (beef, dairy, goat, poultry, rabbit, sheep, swine) the 
individual enters in the Fair. Any requests for exception must be 
made directly to the Department superintendent and are subject 
to review team approval (Extension 4-H Educator/Coordinator or 
FFA advisor of program enrolled, Department Superintendent, 
and one other representative from the program). All market 
animals must be fit and shown unless excused as specified above. 
4-H poultry and rabbits must show according to provisions noted 
in the Project Requirement Handbook. All animals must be able 
to be handled by the student in a responsible and safe manner, 
or the animal will be removed. 
 

STOCK SALE RULES 
26. Sale order for 2022 is beef, sheep, rabbit, poultry, goat, and 

swine. 
27. Animals eligible for sale: all market beef, goats, sheep, swine, 

poultry and rabbits owned by eligible 4-H members or FFA 
students, meeting weight requirements and receiving a blue or a 
red ribbon in the official quality grading. White ribbon animals 
will not be sold through the Stock Sale. All animals will be eligible 
to sell if shown as provided in Rule 25 of the general livestock 
rules.  

28. Livestock animals not meeting the weight requirements of the 
species, will NOT be eligible to leave with a processor from the 
fair. Lightweight and white ribbon livestock will be loaded out as 
Take Out (exhibitor responsible for removal).  

29. No more than two market animals (excluding market rabbits and 
market poultry) can be sold by an individual in any given year at 
the Stock Sale. Exhibitors must be present, or insure that another 
individual is present on their behalf, to take their animal through 
the Stock Sale. If no one is present with the animal at the 
appropriate time, then it will not be allowed to sell. 

30. It is mandatory to sell all Grand and Reserve Champion market 
animals. Other eligible market animals must also be sold, unless 
excluded at the time of Fair weigh-in.  

31. On market animals sold, the title to the animal will pass 
immediately on acceptance of final bids by the auctioneer, with 
possession taking place at scheduled loadout. Exhibitors will care 
for the animals until their removal. 

32. A sale charge will be deducted from all animals sold through the 
Stock Sale. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

33. Exhibitors must turn in their buyer thank you notes to their 
livestock leader or FFA advisor, who must distribute them 
accordingly.  Thank you buyer stall cards MUST be posted day of 
the sale.  

34. No exhibitor, parent or leader shall approach a Stock Sale buyer 
after an animal has been sold at auction, to regain ownership of 
that animal. Any inquiries must be directed through the 4-H 
Office or FFA advisor, no exceptions! Failure to abide by this rule 
may result in at least a 1-year suspension from selling any animal 
in the Stock Sale. 
 

AWARDS 
35. The Danish award system will be used. All completed exhibits will 

be divided into three ribbon groups according to the quality of 
project work exhibited at the Fair. Blue ribbons indicate excellent 
work. Red ribbons indicate very good work. White ribbons 
indicate fairly good work. Incomplete exhibits will not receive 
awards or be displayed. Only completed exhibits receiving a blue 
ribbon will be eligible for top overall awards, which will be given 
at the judge’s discretion. Unless otherwise noted, premiums are: 
Blue: $5, Red: $3, and White: $1. Additionally, Farm Bureau adds 
an additional $2 per 4-H & FFA premium.  

36. Cash premiums will be paid out during a specific time at the fair: 
Saturday, August 27, 2022 4-8pm and Sunday, August 28, 2022 
10am-4pm. All premiums may also be picked up Tuesday, August 
30th, 2022 through Friday, September 2nd, 2022 during regular 
Fair Office hours (9 am to 4 pm daily, closed for lunch between 
Noon and 1 pm and closed on the weekends). If not claimed by 4 
pm on September 2nd, 2022 the premium will be considered a 
donation to the Fair’s general fund. 
 

EXHIBIT REMOVAL 
37. Unauthorized removal of exhibits prior to scheduled release 

times will result in forfeiture of any and all premiums, awards 
and/or sale proceeds, and be subject to further disciplinary action 
as deemed appropriate. 

38. Livestock removal: Rabbits and poultry, including small animal 
sale entries, can be checked out from 7 pm to 9 pm on Sunday, 
August 28. The Stock Sale Livestock animals marked for take-out 
may be checked out after 7 pm Sunday, August 28. Large volume 
stock sale loads will be scheduled at an alternate time, by species. 
All animal entries are to be checked out with the species 
superintendent, by the exhibitor or responsible owner. Final 
removal of bedding, decorations, and breakdown of pens will be 
addressed at the barn meeting.  



 

 

 

ADDITIONAL FFA RULES 
 

Current local FFA chapters and their respective advisors: 
TIMBERLAKE HIGH SCHOOL – Jacqui Duran, Olivia Murphy-Sweet 

LAKELAND HIGH SCHOOL – Laura Kelley 
The FFA program is a youth leadership organization for students studying agriculture, food and natural resources. These Future Farmers of 

America strongly support positive animal care and strongly oppose animal abuse. Through agricultural education, students are provided 
opportunities for leadership development, personal growth and career success. 

 
FFA EXHIBITS 

53. Entries can only be made in those projects for which the member 
was officially enrolled in a SAE. Entries must be in the proper class 
and entered through ShoWorks to be eligible for top overall 
awards. All entries must be made/grown/raised during the 
project year. 

54. At the final weigh-in an exhibitor will weigh in their first choice 
animal. If that animal does not make weight, then the member 
may weigh in a second animal (available to them as a personal 
alternate or an alternate in their family pool. Only animals 

specified as an alternate for that individual/family at initial 
weigh-in may be used as the second/alternate). An Exhibitor with 
two entries in the same market livestock class must specify which 
animal will be sold before crossing the scale.   
 
FFA LIVESTOCK EXHIBITOR DRESS GUIDELINES 

55. FFA attire includes black pants, white collared shirt, Official FFA 
tie/scarf, and Official FFA jacket.  Boots, hard-soled or tennis 
shows must be worn for safety reasons (no sandals, flip flops, or 
open-backed shoes, etc.).

 
FFA DEPARTMENTS, DIVISIONS & CLASSES 

SECTION I - FFA ANIMALS 
DEPARTMENT 1  

LARGE LIVESTOCK 
Showmanship Classes: Novice classes apply to students who 
have never shown that species before. Advanced classes apply 
to those who have shown for 1+ previous years. The top 
showman from each division will be brought back to compete 
for top overall showman within a given species (4-H and FFA). 
The top overall showman within each species will advance to 
the respective Round-Robin contest.   
DIVISION 1: FFA CATTLE 
CLASS 1 Breeding Beef (all breeds) 
  Lot 1 Cow, 3 years & older 
   2 Producing Cow, 2 years old 
   3 Yearling Heifer  
   4 Heifer Calf 
   5 Cow & Calf, if not shown in Lot 1 or 2 
 2 Dairy Cattle (all breeds) 
  Lot 1 Producing Cow, 3 years & older 
   2 Producing Cow, under 3 years 
   3 Non-producing Cow, 2 years old 
   4 Yearling Heifer  
   5 Heifer Calf 
 3 Market Beef (all breeds) 

  Lot 1a Market Steer (all breeds), 1100 pounds & 
over 

   1b Registered Aberdeen Steers, 50-74% are 900 
pounds & over, 75-100% are 750 pounds & 
over 

   2 Light Weight Feeder Beef (all breeds) 
 4 Cattle Showmanship (Market or Breeding) 
  Lot 1 Novice Cattle Showman 
   2 Advanced Cattle Showman 
 
DIVISION 2: FFA GOAT 
CLASS  1 Breeding Meat Goats (all meat type breeds) 

  Lot 1 Senior Doe, any doe over 24 months 
   2 Junior Doe, any doe under 24 months who 

has never kidded 

(Any doe over 24 months that has never kidded is not 
eligible to exhibit.) 

 2 Dairy Goats (all breeds) 
  Lot 1 Senior Doe, any doe who has ever freshened 

including dry milker 
   2 Junior Doe, any doe under 24 months who 

has never freshened 
(Any doe over 24 months that has never freshened 

shall not be shown.) 
 3 Market Goats (all breeds - born after October 1 of 

the previous year) 
  Lot 1 Market Goat, 65 pounds & over,  

   2 Light Weight Feeder Goat, under 65 pounds 
 4 Goat Showmanship (Market or Breeding) 
  Lot 1 Novice Goat Showman 
   2 Advanced Goat Showman 
 
DIVISION 3: FFA SHEEP 
CLASS 1 Breeding Sheep (all breeds) 
  Lot 1 Ewe, 2 years & older 
   2 Yearling ewe, determined by their teeth 
   3 Ewe lamb 
 2 Market Sheep (all breeds – under 1 year determined 

by their teeth) 
  Lot 1 Market Lamb, 110 pounds & over 
   2 Light Weight Feeder Lamb, under 110 

pounds 
 3 Sheep Showmanship (Market or Breeding) 
  Lot 1 Novice Sheep Showman 
   2 Advanced Sheep Showman 
 
DIVISION 4: FFA SWINE 
CLASS 2 Market Swine (all breeds) 
  Lot 1 Market Hog, 230 pounds & over 
   2 Light Weight Feeder Hog, under 230 pounds 
 3 Swine Showmanship  
  Lot 1 Novice Swine Showman 
   2 Advanced Swine Showman 



 

 

DEPARTMENT 2  
SMALL ANIMALS 

DIVISION 1: FFA RABBIT 
CLASS  1 Breeding Rabbit (all breeds) 
  Lot 1 Junior Doe 
   2 Senior Doe 
   3 Junior Buck 
   4 Senior Buck 

   5 Doe & Litter, shown in own escape proof 
cage. 
(Bunnies to be 4 weeks or older) 

 2 Meat Pen, all meat pens compete together, each 
rabbit weighing 3-5 1/2 pounds at 8-12 weeks of age. 

 3 Rabbit Showmanship (Market or Breeding) 
  Lot 1 Novice Rabbit Showman 
   2 Advanced Rabbit Showman 

 
 
DIVISION 2: FFA POULTRY 
CLASS 1 Domestic Market Poultry 
  Lot 1 Market Poultry – 6-8 lbs, less than 12 weeks 
   2 Market Turkeys – Hens less than18 weeks 

old and weigh 18-25 lbs each, Toms less than 20 
weeks old and between 25-35 lbs 

 2 Pullets/Laying Hens 
 3 Family Flock 
 4 Poultry Showmanship 
  Lot 1 Novice Poultry Showman 
   2 Advanced Poultry Showman 
 
 
 

 
SECTION II – STILL LIFE EXHIBITS

DEPARTMENT 1 
FFA PLANTS 

DIVISION 1: FFA GARDEN 
VEGETABLES AND FRUITS-Classes are listed as type of fruit or 
vegetable, followed by quantity that constitutes an exhibit. 
SUGAR BEETS 
1. Sugar beets - 3 
 
SEED POTATOES 
2. Russets - 10 
3. Bliss Triumphs - 10 
4. Norgold - 10 
5. Targhee - 10 
6. Any other early potatoes - 10 
 
COMMERCIAL POTATOES 
7. Russets - 5 
8. Bliss Triumphs - 5 
9. Any other early potatoes - 5 
 
VEGETABLES 
10. Table Beets - 5 
11. Table Beets, pickling 1” to 1½”- 5 
12. Table Beets, slicing 2” to 3”- 5 
13. Carrots, long - 5 
14. Carrots, half long - 5 
15. Onions, yellow - 5 
16. Onions, white - 5 
17. Onions, white pickling – 10 
18. Radishes - 10 
19. Parsnips, any variety - 5 
20. Turnips, table - 5 
21. Turnips, field - 5 
22. Cabbage - 2 heads 
23. Corn, sweet - 5 ears 
24. Corn, field 5 ears 
25. Corn, Indian - 5 ears 
26. Popcorn - 5 ears 
27. Cucumbers, under 2” - 10 
28. Cucumbers, 2” to 5” - 5 
29. Cucumbers, over 5” - 5 
30. Lettuce - 2 heads 
31. Kohlrabi - 5 
32. Swiss Chard - 2 heads 
33. Peppers, Mango - 5 

34. Peppers, Jalapeno - 5 
35. Peppers, pimento - 5 
36. Peppers, chili - 5 
37. Peppers, any variety - 5 
38. Pumpkins, field - 1 
39. Pumpkins, pie - 1 
40. Squash, Acorn - 2 
41. Squash, Hubbard - 2 
42. Squash, Golden Hubbard - 2 
43. Squash, Banana - 2 
44. Squash, Summer Crookneck - 2 
45. Squash, White Scalloped - 2 
46. Squash, Zucchini - 2 
47. Squash, Buttercup - 2 
48. Squash, any other variety - 2 
49. Tomatoes, red slicing - 5 
50. Tomatoes, green - 5 
51. Tomatoes, cherry - 10 
52. Tomatoes, pear - 10 
53. Tomatoes, any other variety - 5 
54. String Beans, green - 20 pods 
55. String Beans, yellow - 20 pods 
56. String Beans, purple - 20 pods 
57. Green Peas - 20 pods 
58. Cantaloupe - 2 
59. Watermelons, mature - 2 
60. Rhubarb - 5 stalks 
61. Sunflowers - 1 
62. Hopps - 10 
63. Any other 
 
FRUITS 
64. Apples, Wealthy - 5 
65. Apples, Macintosh Reds - 5 
66. Apples, Transparent - 10 
67. Apples, Delicious - 5 
68. Apples, Jonathan - 5 
69. Apples, any other variety - 5 
70. Plums, Green Gage - 10 
71. Plums, Blue Damson - 10 
72. Plums, Satsuma or other variety - 10 
73. Italian Prunes - 10 
74. Strawberries - 15 
75. Raspberries - 15 
76. Crab apples - 5 



 

 

77. Pears, winter - 5 
78. Pears, summer - 5 
79. Any Other 
80. Pumpkin 
81. Squash 
82. Red Potato 
83. White Potato 
84. Cucumber 
85. Sugar Beet 
86. Table Beet 
87. Onion 
88. Apple 
89. Ear of corn 
90. Sunflower 
91. Cabbage 
92. Turnip 
93. Kohlrabi 
94. Tomato 
 
THRESHED GRAINS AND LEGUMES 
95. Any white spring wheat - 2 quarts 
96. Any red spring wheat - 2 quarts 
97. Any hard red winter wheat - 2 quarts 
98. Any white winter wheat - 2 quarts 
99. Any white oat - 2 quarts 
100. Any barley - 2 quarts 
101. Peas, smooth - 2 quarts 
102. Peas, wrinkled - 2 quarts 
103. Beans, Pinto - 2 quarts 
104. Beans, Great Northern - 2 quarts 
105. Beans, other variety - 2 quarts 
106. Alfalfa - 2 quarts 
107. Red Clover - 2 quarts 
108. Sheaf of wheat, bearded 
109. Sheaf of wheat, plain 
110. Sheaf of barley 
111. Sheaf of oats 
112. Sheaf of clover seed 
113. Sheaf of alfalfa seed 
114. Sheaf of grass-Brome/Timothy/Orchard/Crested Wheat 

 
 
DIVISION 2: FFA FLOWERS 
Classes are listed as type of flower, followed by 
quantity that constitutes an exhibit. 
1. Asters - 5 
2. Bachelor Buttons - Bouquet 
3. Cactus - 1 
4. Carnations - 5 
5. Chrysanthemums - 3 to 5 
6. Cosmos - Bouquet 
7. Dahlia - 1 
8. Daisy - 7 
9. Gladiolus - 5 
10. Marigolds - 5 
11. Pansies - 9 
12. Petunias - Bouquet 
13. Phlox - 3 to 5 
14. Plant, Hanging - 1 
15. Plant, Potted - 1 
16. Rose - 1 
17. Salvia - 3 to 5 
18. Snapdragons - 5 to 7 
19. Sweet Peas - Bouquet 
20. Tuberous Begonia -1 
21. Violet, African - 1 
22. Zinnias - Bouquet 
23. Geranium 
24. Geranium - Martha Washington - 1 
25. Geranium Ivy 
26. Hanging Basket 
27. Small Planter 
28. Large Planter 
29. Floral Arrangement 
30. Floral Arrangement Live 
31. Floral Arrangement Dried Artificial 
32. Floral Arrangement Other 
33. Other 
 

DEPARTMENT 2  
FFA MECHANICS 

DIVISION 1: FFA MACHINERY 
Check out the informational display for FFA Mechanics under 
the Grandstands! Classes to become available in the future. 

 

DEPARTMENT 3 
CONTESTS 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DIVISION 1: FFA LIVESTOCK JUDGING  
This contest is open to all FFA students. Please see 4-H Section 
III-Division 1 for 4-H Livestock Judging classes. 
CLASS 1 FFA-Individual  
 
NOTE: All work to be done by the FFA student! 
 
DIVISION 2: HERDSMANSHIP SPECIAL CLUB AWARDS  
Cattle - Goat - Sheep – Swine – Rabbits - Poultry. Judging may 
take place daily from animal entry to haul out. Herdsmanship 
will be based on care and appearance of animals, tidiness of 
walkways, pens/stalls and appropriate signage for chapter and 
entry (student and animal).  The official score card will be 
available for review prior to fair. 
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