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School Exhibit Guide 2026 ~ Please share with all educators ~ Thank You.

County-Wide Participation: This Exhibit Guide is distributed to all School District Superintendents in
Chippewa County. Administrators are encouraged to share these guidelines with their entire staff.
Who Can Enter: Any staff member in a Chippewa County School District who works with students is
welcome to enter. This includes traditional classroom teachers, MAPE (Music, Art, Phys Ed) and
specialty area teachers, small group instructors, Special Education staff. You can enter individually or
as a small group (grade level, Special Education, MAPe, etc.).

Request a Presentation: A representative from the Fair office is available to visit your school for a
brief presentation to answer questions and provide tips. Please contact dtotzke@nwsfa.com to
schedule a visit or for further inquiries.

Basic Steps to Showcasing your Students Work at the Fair:

akron-~

Collect examples of great work throughout the year.

Register online between April 15 and June 15

Prepare items by placing 6 items on a piece of tag board.

Transport items: Drop off items June 1 and June 20. Pick up items between July 14 and 17, 2026
Pick up premium checks. See below for options.

School Exhibit Instructions & Guidelines

1. Collect Student Work

Student Representation: Aim to include at least one piece of work from every student (approximately 30
items total). Students are encouraged to assist in selecting their best work.

Recency Requirement: All submitted items must have been created during the current school year.
Curate for Variety: Select high-quality examples from a wide range of assignments. Showcase as many
different project types as possible (refer to the included project list for ideas).

Mounting & Presentation: To ensure a cohesive display and meet DATCP requirements, group six
individual items onto a single sheet of poster board, tab board, or heavy paper.

3D Submissions: Items that cannot be hung must be sturdy enough for transport. Submit these in a
protective display box or container; compact displays are preferred due to limited table space.

2. Register Your Entries (By June 15)

3. Prepare Your Entries

Online Window: Complete all registrations at nwsfa.fairwire.com between April 15 and June 15.
Entry Tracking: Every individual item in your collection must be documented during the online
registration process.

Streamlined Grouping: Schools may designate one volunteer to handle registration for multiple
teachers. Email for information on setting up a Quick Group.

Support & Assistance: The Fair office is available for help after school during the academic year and
during daytime hours once summer break begins.

Payment & Fees: To bypass the registration fee, email dtotzke@nwsfa.com for the required access
code. Alternatively, you may pay the fee as a donation to fair programming.

Collection Branding: Please include a name banner printed on 8.5 x 11- iv\’vu‘ et
inch paper in landscape orientation to identify your collection. School ;
Documentation: Complete and submit the Information Sheet included in

this packet with your collection. Teacher
Mounting for Wall Display: Wall-mounted items are preferred. Group six Grade

items on construction paper, or heavy paper or poster board to help é

volunteers staple the display. Savatatatatatalatey

Prohibited Items: Projects containing perishable food items cannot be accepted.
Labeling: Label the back of every item with the district, school, teacher, grade, and student name. For
grouped items, you may list multiple names on the back of the mounting sheet.



4. Transport ltems

Delivery Window: Drop off items at the fairgrounds between June 1 and June 20.

Location: Exhibits are in the Youth Building, near the East Gate and the Agricultural Campus.

Office Hours: Mon—Fri, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Call ahead to ensure the building is open.

District Coordination: Designate one person to transport all collections and ensure they are aware of
both drop-off and pick-up dates.

Packaging: Lay flat items inside a large, brightly labeled garbage bag. Use sturdy boxes for all 3D work.
Pickup: All exhibits must be picked up between July 14 and July 17, 2026.

5. Judging & Premium Checks

Judging Schedule: Judging occurs prior to the Fair, typically before the July 4 holiday weekend.
Grade-Level Competition: Collections are judged against others at the same grade level. A placement
sticker or ribbon may be applied during judging.

Registration Accuracy: Only items registered online will be counted. ltems omitted from registration
printouts will not be included in your total count.

Premium Earnings: A $12 premium is awarded for every six items, up to a maximum of $60 per
collection.

Use of Funds: Teachers may use premiums for classroom needs, school initiatives, donations to the
PTO, or distribution among the participating students.

Check Collection: Pick up checks at the East Gate during the Fair, or at the Fair Office the Monday
following the Fair. The remaining checks will be sent with the projects.



Northern Wisconsin State Fair School Exhibits ~ Online Registration Tip Sheet
Decide if everyone will complete their own registration or if one person from your building will use the “Quick
Group” feature to enter everything. Email dtotzke@nwsfa.com to schedule assistance.
www.nwsfa.fairwire.com

Department B-35 School Exhibits
Divisions = the grade the student completed this year.

Division A: Pre-K Division G: Grade 5 Division M: Grade 9
Division B: Kindergarten Division H: K-5 multi-grade Division N: Grade 10
Division C: Grade 1 Division I: Grade 6 Division O: Grade 11
Division D: Grade 2 Division J: Grade 7 Division P: Grade 12
Division E: Grade 3 Division K: Grade 8 Division Q: 9-12 multi-grade
Division F: Grade 4 Division L: 6-8 multi-grade

Class #1: Individual Student Work (Mounted Set)

o A set of six individual items mounted together on a single display board (poster board, tab board, or
heavy paper). Use the Description Field in the online portal for your own reference or to provide specific
project descriptions for the judges.

Class #2: 3D, Group, or Collaborative Projects

¢ Any three-dimensional work, large-scale group projects, or collaborative efforts that cannot be hung for
display. These items must be sturdy enough for transport and should be submitted in a protective
container that can also be used for the exhibit.

Possible topics: for your use in the Description Field during online registration:

¢ Nursery Rhymes project ¢ Social Skills project ¢ 3D craft

¢ Project about letters / e School Spirit project e Sculpture
alphabet ¢ Religion Project e Diorama

¢ Writing sample, Printed / Creative works e Papier Mache’
Manuscript ¢ Holiday Activity e Poster, not academic

o Writing sample, Cursive / e Seasonal Activity e Ceramic/Pottery
Penmanship ¢ Project about color(s) e Ceramic sculpture

e Language project, connected e Freehand drawing, crayon e Ceramics, wheel thrown.
to the curriculum. e Freehand drawing, marker e Ceramics, hand built.

* Reading activity, connected to e Freehand drawing, pencil e Ceramics, slip casting.
the curriculum. e Freehand drawing, pen e Art Project, other

o |llustrated short story, based e Freehand drawing, mixed
on a published text. media Technology & Engineering

o lllustrated short story, original. e Freehand drawing, pastel, related.

e Creative writing, long, original mounted with clear covering. « Woodworking project

» Newspaper style article, e Freehand drawing, chalk, e Printmaking project
original mounted with clear covering. e Metalworking project

e Research report, short e Freehand drawing, charcoal, e 3D-printed project

e Research poster mounted with clear covering. ¢ Project created in Tech Ed

¢ Math activity, numbers e Painting, watercolor Classes

¢ Science report, single page e Painting, tempera e Model related to STEM.

e Science poster e Painting, oil

e Science project, 3D e Painting, other

¢ Social Studies report, single e Craft project, not holiday
page related.

¢ Social Studies poster ¢ College, mixed material

¢ Social Studies project, 3D artwork



Northern Wisconsin State Fair ~ School Exhibitor Information Sheet
This form must accompany your collection.

About me (fill in all)
1 My name is (first & Last):
[l My building/district are:

N NAANAAANANAANAANAANANANAN

About my collection (answer all question) g
71 My collection includes total items, displayed in sets of 6. School

71 | had a total of students in my class this year. Teacher a

O students have an item in my collection. Grade t

WWW\E

Collection Label/Sign (choose 1)
[ I have designed my own 8.5 x 11 inch, landscape, sign on any color paper. Example:
[J The Fair may create a sign. School:

o Grade/Department:

o Name / Group Name:

Cost (choose 1)
O I will email dtotzke@nwsfa.com for the secret code, so my cost to enter is $0. (no wristband)
O I will pay the registration fee of $15 (April 15 to May 14) or $20 (May 15-June 15). This includes a $25
weeklong wristband.

Premium Check (choose 1)

[ I will pick up my check. From the East Gate during the 5 Fair days or from the office on Monday
following the fair.
[J My check can go with the person who picks up the school's exhibits.

Transporting Projects
[0 School Exhibits are located in the Youth Building near the East Gate on the Agricultural Campus.
[0 Drop off between June 1 and June 20. Call ahead so the building can be unlocked.
[l Pick up between July 14 and July 17. Call ahead so the building can be unlocked. Remember to stop
by the office for the Premium Checks.
[ If you know the name and phone number of the person who will be dropping off and picking up exhibits

for your building/district include it here:

o Name: Phone:




Sample labels for the back of each project.
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