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Good afternoon! Thank you for having me. | am honored to be here today to celebrate 100
years of leadership by the Oregon Wheat League. | want to start by saying thank you. Thank
you to the Oregon Wheat Growers League for standing as the unified voice of wheat
growers across the state. This organization’s leadership has maintained its strength and
reputation across generations. Oregon wheat is known internationally for its high quality
and safety standards.

Over the last 100 years this group has helped build relationships all over the world —
starting with a pivotal decision in 1956. That year, the League established an office in Tokyo,
starting with a foundational relationship with Japanese buyers that has since expanded
across Asia. Today more than 90% of Oregon’s wheat is exported primarily to Asian markets
such as Japan, Taiwan, Korea, and the Philippines. Typically, when | research Oregon
products in export markets wheat is at the top of the list.

You have invested in research, technology and market development that continues to
shape your future. It’s not by chance thatin 1989, Oregon Wheat created the Wheat
Marketing Center providing technical training, grower workshops, innovative research,
product development, and crop quality testing services. Oregon Wheat Growers are always
looking for new opportunities. These are uncertain times in agriculture everywhere. A
changing climate, rising production costs, access to skilled labor, fluctuating markets, and
uncertainty in trade are creating challenges across the sector.

But even with these challenges, you continue to look for new opportunities and hit the
challenges head on. Your hard work, patience and persistence help support and grow
Oregon’s economy. You provide for healthy working lands that benefit all Oregonians. You
are active members of your communities; bring resources, skills, and engagement thatis
the spirit of Oregon and what makes this state a special place. There is areason The
Oregon Wheat Growers League is celebrating its 100th anniversary, you are resilient.

The Oregon Department of Agriculture stands with you. We use our resources to assist
whenever possible. Promoting markets across the globe. Protecting natural and working
lands. Building a prosperous agriculture industry for generations to come. ODA’s tag line is
Protect, Promote and Prosper. It encompasses the work we do. And, honestly, the same tag
line could be true for the Oregon Wheat League and what it does for Oregon’s wheat
growers.

Today, we celebrate your success and honor the foundation you’ve built. As we look ahead
to the next 100 years, we know future generations will use technology, science, and
innovative practices to develop a product that meets the needs of families around the
world.

The world will change. Consumer preference will shift. Markets will evolve. But the
commitment to high quality, relationships and stewardship...that’s what will endure. |
want to thank you again for standing as the unified voice of wheat growers across the state.



