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Oregon Wheat League Celebration June 10, 2026 
Remarks from Dr. Kristopher Elliott, Vice Provost for Extension and Engagement and 

Director of the Oregon State University Extension Service 
 
Good afternoon. Thank you, Amanda, Thad, Bob and members of the Oregon Wheat 
Growers League. It is an honor to be here in Moro for this 100-year celebration. I want to 
recognize two of our extension faculty here today, Larry Lutcher and Jacob Powell, who 
help support this vital industry. They both represent the kind of local Extension presence 
that has been so important in wheat country for generations.  I’d also like to thank the 
current and past state and county elected officials in the room. Thank you for being here. 
Thank you for the trust you place in us. And thank you for your continued support. We could 
not do this work without each of you. 
 
As vice provost for Extension and engagement and director of the Oregon State University 
Extension Service, I am especially grateful for the focus of this moment. This is a 
celebration of wheat growers. It is a celebration of the League. And for Extension, it is a 
reminder of a responsibility we have carried since the beginning. 
 
In 1926, growers came to Moro because they faced a problem that no one farm could solve 
alone. A severe freeze in December 1924 had damaged winter wheat across the region. 
Growers needed spring wheat seed. They needed reliable information. They needed 
research they could use. They needed to talk through questions about seed, production, 
marketing and transportation. So, they gathered. 
 
The Oregon Agricultural College Extension Service helped organize the economic 
conference that brought growers and agricultural partners together here in Moro. That 
detail is important. Extension was not there to tell growers what to do. Extension was there 
to help people come together around a shared challenge. That is still the heart of our work. 
Extension listens. Extension brings people into the same room. Extension connects local 
experience with university research. Extension helps turn questions from the field into 
practical knowledge growers can use. That was true in 1926. It is true today. 
 
The League grew from the leadership of growers. That should always be said clearly. 
Growers built the organization. Growers gave it purpose. Growers carried it forward for a 
century. But Extension helped create the conditions for that first conversation. And we have 
been part of the conversation ever since. 
 
For 100 years, wheat production in Eastern Oregon has required toughness, skill and 
constant adaptation. This region asks a lot of growers. The land is productive, but it is not 
simple. Rainfall can be limited. Weather can turn. Markets move. Costs change. Disease 
pressure shifts. New varieties create new opportunities and new questions. Conservation, 
rotation, soil health and water all require decisions that shape the next crop and the next 
decade. Those decisions are made on farms. But they are strengthened by partnership. 
That is where Extension belongs. 
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Across Eastern Oregon, Extension has helped carry research from test plots, experiment 
stations and field trials into the hands of growers. We help share what is known. We help 
ask what still needs to be tested. We help make sure university work stays grounded in the 
realities of wheat country. 
 
That work often looks practical. It looks like a field day. It looks like a crop tour. It looks like 
a county meeting where growers compare notes. It looks like an Extension agronomist 
standing at the edge of a plot, talking through variety performance, disease pressure, soil 
moisture, rotation or residue. It looks like a question asked in June that becomes a trial the 
next season. And it looks like trust built over time. 
 
That trust matters. Growers do not need abstract answers. They need information that fits 
their ground, their climate and their operation. They need research that recognizes the 
difference between a promising result and a recommendation that can hold up in the field. 
Extension’s role is to help make that translation. We work with the College of Agricultural 
Sciences, the Agricultural Experiment Station, USDA partners, county offices, industry 
partners and organizations like the Oregon Wheat Growers League. 
 
But our charge is simple. We serve Oregon communities. Here in wheat country, that 
means serving growers. It means helping protect productivity. It means helping support 
rural economies. It means helping prepare for the next challenge before it arrives. 
The tools have changed since 1926. The combines are different. The varieties are different. 
The science has grown. The markets are different. But the basic Extension promise has not 
changed. We show up. We listen. We bring people together. We share research in ways 
people can use. And we stay in the work. 
 
The fact that we are gathered here today, 100 years later, says something powerful about 
the League. It also says something powerful about the relationship between Oregon wheat 
growers and Oregon State University Extension. This partnership did not begin as a 
ceremony. It began as a response to a hard season. It began because growers had urgent 
questions. It began because people believed that shared knowledge could help protect a 
crop, an industry and a way of life. That is a strong foundation. And it is still the foundation 
we stand on today. 
 
On behalf of Oregon State University Extension Service, thank you to the Oregon Wheat 
Growers League for 100 years of leadership. Thank you for continuing to challenge us. 
Thank you for grounding our work in the realities of wheat production. And thank you for a 
partnership that began here in Moro, grew through generations of Extension work and 
continues every time we gather in the field to ask: What do growers need next? 
 
Congratulations on 100 years. We are proud to have been with you at the beginning. 
And we are proud to continue the work with you today. 


