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As we celebrate 100 years of the Oregon Wheat Growers League, it is important to 
recognize something larger than wheat itself—the people, the purpose, and the heart 
behind this industry. For generations, Oregon wheat growers have done far more than raise 
a crop. They have raised families, strengthened communities, supported local economies, 
and stepped forward time and again to help neighbors in need. Quietly. Humbly. Without 
seeking recognition. That spirit of service remains one of the defining characteristics of 
Oregon agriculture. 
 
One reflection of that commitment is the Oregon Wheat Foundation. Established in 1980, 
the Foundation supports education, research, leadership development, and hunger relief. 
For more than four decades, it has connected Oregon wheat producers with the 
communities they serve. In 1997, the Foundation launched Bushels for Betsy, a hunger-
relief program proposed by Foundation Chair Tom Winn and named for his daughter. What 
began with donations of baking and pancake mix quickly grew into a statewide effort, with 
growers contributing more than 33,000 pounds of product in the program's early years. 
 
In 2008, Bushels for Betsy took a major step forward through a partnership with Farmers 
Ending Hunger. Together, the organizations donated 90,000 pounds of pancake mix—
enough to make nearly 1.9 million pancakes—for the Oregon Food Bank Network. Oregon 
wheat growers supplied the wheat, Pendleton Flour Mills milled it into flour, Continental 
Mills mixed and packaged it, and the Oregon Food Bank distributed it to families across the 
state. 
 
Today, growers continue to donate wheat and cash through the program, helping produce 
nearly 200,000 pounds of shelf-stable baking mix with each production run. Since the 
partnership began, more than 2 million pounds of ready-to-use baking mix have been 
distributed to Oregonians facing food insecurity. The partnership also reflects the mission 
of Farmers Ending Hunger, founded in 2004 after Hermiston businessman Fred Ziari 
challenged Oregon agriculture to help address hunger in our state. Farmers responded 
immediately. Producers, processors, truckers, mills, volunteers, and donors united behind 
a simple idea: Oregon-grown food should help feed Oregon families. Early leaders, 
including my father, Tyler Hansell, helped turn that vision into a statewide movement. 
 
Programs like the Oregon Wheat Foundation, Bushels for Betsy, and Farmers Ending 
Hunger represent the very best of Oregon wheat growers. As we celebrate the League's 
centennial, we honor more than a century of agricultural leadership. We celebrate a 
century of neighbors helping neighbors—and wheat growers who have led not only with grit 
and innovation, but with generosity, compassion, and heart 
 


