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Recognition of Past Presidents and Staff 
I think that in a lot of ways, leadership is driven by serving the organization from the heart. 
There was a lot of heart and a tremendous amount of vision in the leadership that 
established the League 100 years ago. Today, we get to celebrate the accomplishments 
from all those who came before us who laid the groundwork for a successful organization. 
That begins with recognizing our past presidents and their families. Those very generous 
hearts. For that purpose, we have a special gift.... and with any meaningful token, it has a 
backstory. 
 
So, wheat marketing, as you heard from Bob, has been a prominent driver for the League 
and those who were involved took to that task in earnest. I won’t delve too much into it, as 
we will hear from Brian Liedl with USW, but following a visit to 9 countries in 1954, the 
League landed on Japan as the most immediate opportunity for growth, launching a series 
of projects over the course of the next two years.  

 
As a follow up, there was an exchange of missions between Japan and the United States, 
with the first Japanese mission coming to the US in August 1956, to see our wheat 
production first hand. Marion Weatherford, who was an Oregon Wheat Commissioner, 
recognized the importance of that first team  and commissioned the production of a gift for 
them. As he puts it “I designed a small scene of wheat fields—with Mt Hood in the 
distance, and a border of wheat emblems. I had a famous goldsmith make some 
medallions of sterling silver- one for each of the trade team members plus Sugano, the 
interpreter.”  

‗ The goldsmith, Bercs, was certainly interesting as Marion noted that Bercs worked 
for the Czar of Russia, before being captured by Hitler’s forces. Ultimately he made 
it to Portland, where he worked for the Zell Bros for many years.” 

 
That goldsmith made an extra medallion, which Marion purchased and had in his 
possession until giving it to Wes Grilley (a prior Oregon Wheat CEO). We actually did not 
know it existed until Wes’ daughter dropped by the office a couple months ago.... and I had 
it on my desk. 
 
It is incredibly special, and we have it framed here. It is emblematic of the start of Oregon 
Wheat’s market development work in Asia. In recognition, we have created a replica of the 
medallion front, with our 100 year celebration notation on the back, which we are providing 
to our presidents and past staff leadership. 
 
Community Connections 
The League’s origination story was one of farmer leaders and county extension agents, who 
went beyond commiserating on the plight of wheat farmers to coordinated action. Facing a 
freeze that killed the crop in the winter of 1924 (placing in jeopardy availability of seed) 



combined with a lack of credit, the situation certainly would have appeared dire. But these 
leaders identified a seed source and worked to address the insufficient locally available 
financing ... securing a loan from the State of Oregon of nearly $400K. Needless to say, 
interest that next year in the economic conference was robust with OSU playing a key role. 
OSU led efforts that would harness the energies and expertise into a more permanent 
structure. 
 
Well Wishes to Oregon Wheat 
Before we conclude with videos and closing remarks, I would like to share reflections from 
Allan Pinkerton, past President, from our golden jubilee. He noted that “The Eastern Oregon 
Wheat League group was composed of ordinary, hard-working people, true, but the impact 
of the organization they founded demonstrates that they not only created a trade 
organization, they did it with a philosophy that has  enabled it to thrive and grow much 
more than might have been expected.” I hope that through today and beyond we can 
adequately pay tribute to those who worked so diligently for Oregon Wheat. 


