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Oregon Wheat League Celebration June 10, 2026 
Remarks from Bob Johns, Past President 

 
Good afternoon.  At the invitation of Administrator Amanda Hoey,  I’m here today to give 
you key highlights of the Oregon Wheat Growers League Organization, and the 
development to honor the foresight, and perseverance of past leadership. In a 10 minute 
period.  
 
It is truly a privilege as the 1993 past president of the Oregon wheat growers league to 
present the history of the Oregon Wheat Growers League here today. A little about myself, 
I’ve been married to my lovely wife Deborah for 52 and half years who is here with me to 
day. I have two children, and both have not chosen to not make farming their career. My 
family came to Oregon on the Oregon trail in 1940’s and homesteaded land in the Athena 
area in 1878. I graduated from OSU in 1973, and retired in 2020 from farming after 47 years. 
 
 As we look back 100 years have the issues facing wheat growers really changed?  Wheat 
prices, weather issues, wars, environmental concerns, farm programs and export 
competition, and many more issues were present then and now.  One that has changes is 
the technology that has changed our ways of farming from horses, mules to satellite driven 
machinery. Just yesterday was informed of a 16 cent increase to my transportation cost.  As 
in the past we are  not having competitiveness in our markets today do to mergers withing 
the industry. 
 
The Origination of the League 
In reading AG history from the 1920’s, during the depression following World War I, wheat 
growers were in real trouble, with wheat selling for less than it cost to grow it. Adding to the 
issue of low prices on December 15th 1924 nearly all the wheat in the mid-Columbia 
counties froze out when an east win dropped the temperature above 60 to 15 degrees 
below zero.  In addition, to the freeze there was an unprecedented need then for spring 
wheat seed, with the help of the research and extension faculty at Oregon Agricultural 
College they worked with growers to secure the seed needed to “save” the 1925 growing 
season.  
 
For the wheat farmers to survive, Oregon Governor Walter Marcus Pierce at the opening of 
the 37th   Oregon Legislature in 1925 he delivered a message of the plight of the wheat 
growers.  The Oregon house ways and means Committee introduced a bill providing funds 
for loans to the farmers.  By December 1925 most of the money loaned had been paid 
back. The loss of the winter wheat in 1924 brought heightened interest to an Eastern 
Oregon Economic conference hosted February 11-13, 1926 in Moro, Oregon, with more 
than two hundred growers, grain handlers, grain millers, and marketers gathered together. 
 
That effort led to conversations about research, seed sourcing, marketing, and grain 
transportation and a recognition of the power of collaboration.  
 
Committees were formed to tackle grower issues. Specifically, the group wanted to unite 
their efforts to help growers deal with emergencies and to coordinate educational 
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programs with Oregon Agriculture College Extension Service. The result was the 
establishment of the Eastern Oregon Wheat League in 1926, the first wheat commodity 
organization in the U.S. 
 
 In 1948 during Paulen Kasberg’s tenure the name was changed to Oregon Wheat Growers 
League. 
 
Visionary leadership has brought us to this centennial mark: not just in the creation of the 
League, but the OWGL lead to the to formation of the Oregon Wheat Commission, the 
National Association of Wheat Growers, the initiated the formation of the Western Wheat 
Associate and which later became a part of U.S. Wheat Associates, Oregon Grains 
Commission, and coordinated the creation of a regional lab to serve wheat interests. 
 
Forming the Oregon Wheat Commission to Grow Markets 
The League created the Oregon Wheat Commission in 1945. To prevent a surplus from 
developing after World War II, the Oregon Wheat Growers League decided in mid-1945 to 
increase the demand for wheat through promoting exports and developing additional uses 
of wheat. There was also a growing need to address other industry problems, including high 
freight rates.  
 
At a meeting of northwest farm organizations in Pendleton in June 1945, wheat farmers 
centered around the concept of helping themselves by forming a Commission in order to 
collect money from all Oregon wheat growers to finance programs of state wide value. 
 
In 1946, Jens Terjeson of Pendleton, and Marion Weatherford, Arlington, were tasked 
bringing the Commission into reality. They spent more than a month at Salem during the 
1947 session of the Legislature. Ultimately, the Oregon Wheat Commission bill was passed 
with only one dissenting vote.   
 
Governor Earl Snell then appointed the first Oregon Wheat Commission in 1947 to 
administer the money accrued from the assessment. The first Commission appointed by 
Governor Snell was: Jens Terjeson, Pendleton; Marion Weatherford, Arlington; Millard 
Eakin, Grass Valley; Ralph McEwen, Haines; and William Enschede, Hillsboro. Ex-officio 
members were: E. L. Peterson, Director of Agriculture, State Department, Salem; and D. D. 
Hill, Head of the Department of Farm Crops, Oregon State College, representing Dean 
Schoenfeld. Mr. Terjeson was elected Chairman of the Commission and served in that 
capacity until his resignation in 1954. 
 
The Commission was among the first commodity commissions in the United States funded 
by a tax on producers, the tax was a ½ cent a bushel 
 

 

My personal journey with the league began when my Uncle Ralph McEwen, who served as a 
OWGL president, a Oregon wheat commissioner, and director of the Oregon wheat 
commission. brought me to the fifth-year celebration here in Moro.  In the late 1970’s there 
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was a major protest by growers over the price of wheat in Washington DC.  As a young 
farmer this drew my attention to see how I could become engaged to make a difference for 
the wheat industry.  I was blessed to of known many of the Past Presidents and gained a lot 
of wisdom from them.  I see the Oregon What growers as an organization that has always 
had vision and the leadership for the wheat industry to make change for the wheat 
producers 
 
My Memories 
I’m grateful for all the friends and business people I’ve met by serving as a OWGL 
president. This organization gave me the opportunity to be a spokesman for all the Wheat 
growers of Oregon; I have great memories being in meetings at the Oregon State Capital 
and Washington DC.  I so appreciated our league administrators over the years and 
especially Wes Grilley and Scott Huchinson during my active time in the League.  My Uncle 
Ralph McEwen, Frank Tubbs, Dr Warren Kronstad, and Paulette Pyle, John Oades, Clint 
Reeder and Loui Carlson were a major influence to my tenure with the wheat league.  
Extension agents and Researchers played a part in my success as a farmer and leader.  
Senator’s Packwood and Hatfield, along with Congressman Bob Smith gave the OWGL the 
ability to have influence at the national level.  Our lobiest were and continue to be what has 
given us direction and wisdom to function as a well-respected organization.  May we never 
forget all the County Presidents and the many County and State committee people 
who committed their time to the success of the Orgon wheat Growers League. 
 
It is truly been and honor to represent All the Past Presidents here today who have donated 
their time to the OWGL at a cost to their families and farms.  Early presidents received no 
compensation for their time and expenses.  If you read the history of all the 
accomplishment of the OWGL you see how the Presidents of this organization were 
visionary about seeing the success of the Oregon and US wheat industry. 
 
 My challenge to the future OWGL leadership is lean on your past Presidents for wisdom 
and direction.  Continue to tell your story of the value of agriculture and the role Oregon 
wheat plays in this.  Never allow the conflicts within the industry, to limit your visions, 
always be looking for creative solutions.  As farms become larger you must engage these 
farmers to become a part of your organization by showing them how your hard work is 
benefiting them 
 
Now, 100 years after Oregon wheat producers first came together to work for the common 
interest, the League remains hard at work promoting wheat interests and providing a 
means for wheat growers to work together. From advocacy work in Salem to providing key 
input on federal farm legislation, the voice of Oregon grain producers is being heard 
through the efforts of their Oregon Wheat Growers League. 
 
I will now turn back to Amanda Hoey, our League Administrator, to read through the past 
Presidents list and invite their representatives up to accept a meaningful token from the 
League. 
 


