Oregon Wheat Medallion: 100 Year Past President’s Gift

Following a visit to nine countries in 1954, the Oregon Wheat Growers League landed on
Japan as the most immediate opportunity for growth, launching a series of projects over
the course of the next two years. As a follow up, there was an exchange of missions
between Japan and the United States, with the first Japanese mission coming to the US in
August 1956. Marion Weatherford, who was an Oregon Wheat Commissioner, recognized
the importance of that first team and commissioned the production of a gift for them. As he
puts it “| designed a small scene of wheat fields—with Mt Hood in the distance, and a
border of wheat emblems. | had a famous goldsmith make some medallions of sterling
silver- one for each of the trade team members plus Sugano, the interpreter.”

The goldsmith, Bercs, was certainly interesting as Marion noted that Bercs worked for the
Czar of Russia, before being captured by Hitler’s forces. Ultimately he made it to Portland,
where he worked for the Zell Bros for many years.”

That goldsmith made an extra medallion, which Marion Weatherford purchased and
donated to the Oregon Wheat Growers League. It is emblematic of the start of Oregon
Wheat’s market development work in Asia. In recognition, we created a replica of the
medallion front, with our 100-year celebration notation on the back, which we are providing
to our past presidents.

The original medallion (above) is now framed at the Commission office, with an inscription
included on Japanese paper. The letter from Marion that accompanied the medallion is
included in a pocket at the back of the frame.



