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I would like to start this next section with a quick survey. Would you please raise your hand if you 
have ever memorized or helped a teenager memorize these words I am about to say. "I believe in 
the future of agriculture with a faith born not of words, but of deeds. Achievements won by the 
present and past generations of agriculturists in the promise of better days through better ways, 
even as the better things we now enjoy have come to us from the struggles of former years." 
Wow! Look around at all the hands! 
 
Amanda asked me to provide a few remarks on the future of Oregon Wheat and why we serve 
and I believe these first words to the FFA Creed sum up why the Oregon Wheat Growers League 
and the farmers who have served in it are so important. For 100 years the League and its leaders 
have worked diligently to address hundreds of issues that faced Oregon Wheat. And truly, the 
better things we now enjoy have come to us from their struggles. 
 
So as I look at the current challenges that face Oregon Wheat farmers, I have to ask myself what 
can I do to ensure that my children and the next generations can experience the promise of 
better days through better ways. I look at my oldest son, graduated from college, married, 
expecting our first grandchild, and back working on the farm. Or my youngest son, one year left 
of high school and dreaming of a future farming with his brother. And I can't help but believe that 
the future of Oregon Wheat farming is strong. But are there struggles we must overcome? Yes! 
Are there people who don't understand agriculture we must educate or even fight against in 
government to ensure our industry continues? Yes! So I believe the Oregon Wheat Growers 
League and those who serve on it, will and must continue for the sake of the generations who 
will follow us. 


