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MY TWO
CENTS

WORTH

In June we marked another milestone for Oregon 
Wheat with a formal celebration in Moro, Oregon for the 
centennial of the Oregon Wheat Growers League. In the 
opening remarks for the event, I noted that the League 
was created in 1926 by hard-working wheat farmers and 
their allies. That holds true throughout the entirety of 
our history and into today. With the long days for harvest 
this time of year, there isn’t much time to reflect on our 
past 100 years as we deal with the breakdowns, harvest 
crew communications and logistics required to get grain 
successfully from the field and to the elevator. However, 
I appreciate this pre-harvest celebration as a time to 
renew the commitment to Oregon Wheat. I give a lot 
of credit to those who came before me who ultimately 
provided an opportunity for me to continue farming in 
Sherman County.

In the early years, our struggles and the significant 
challenges we faced defined Oregon Wheat, with a past 
president reminiscing that “The Wheat League means 
a great deal to the dirt farmers. In the early 30’s, the 
Organization was about all we had- certainly we had no 
money. The farmers of Morrow County and Sherman 
County took their bed rolls and food and batched while 
attending the annual meeting.” We may still not have 
any money, but we do have a tremendous organization 
that has found ways to help improve our soil, expand our 
markets, and produce a better product. It has created a 
pathway for new generations of wheat farmers to operate. 

To be in my own county for the 100-year celebration 
as President of the Oregon Wheat Growers League was 
an incredible honor. Seeing wheat producers from around 
the state gathering together to share stories, talk about 
our history and think about the future of our operations 
was incredibly meaningful. As a sixth-generation  
farmer, I appreciate the work that came before me. The 
organization has grown over the last century, and the 
impact we have extends beyond the state and onto the 
national level. We were instrumental in the creation of 
the National Association of Wheat Growers and in the 
development of what is now U.S. Wheat Associates. 
In both, we maintain a strong leadership presence to 
advocate for wheat producers’ interests and expand 
our markets.

In reflections at our 50 year celebration, Allan 
Pinkerton, past President, noted that “The Eastern 
Oregon Wheat League group was composed of 
ordinary, hard-working people, true, but the impact of 
the organization they founded demonstrates that they 
not only created a trade organization, they did it with a 
philosophy that has enabled it to thrive and grow much 
more than might have been expected.” For the event, 
it was not just the founders and past presidents of the 
League we recognized, but those who sustained it over 
the years, working so hard to create what we have today.

Immediately prior to the celebration event, the 
League Board of Directors met with our state lobbyist 
and federal advocacy organization. It is clear that the 
next generation of hard working people remain dedicated 
to the success of Oregon Wheat. We are not sitting on 
the sidelines to wait for someone else to take action, 
but are coordinating to address the challenges we face.  
During our silver anniversary celebration, President 
Floyd Root remarked: “We, in agriculture, can never 
remain stationary. We must always progress forward.” I 
believe the League continues to exist to help make that 
progress and advance our industry. I certainly believe in 
the future of farming and take pride in the contributions 
that we make. For our present and future wheat farmers, 
I see opportunity that has been built on the foundation 
of our past. 100 years after Oregon wheat producers 
first came together to work for the common interest, 
the Oregon Wheat Growers League remains hard at 
work promoting wheat interests and providing a means 
for wheat growers to work together. From advocacy 
work in Salem to providing key input on federal farm 
legislation, the voice of Oregon wheat producers is being 
heard through the efforts of the Oregon Wheat Growers 
League. I would like to thank the League staff and our 
supporters for the event and all those who took time to 
attend. Happy harvesting!

President
Thad Eakin
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On June 10, 2026, more than 200 members, past and 
present leadership, staff, industry partners, and friends 
gathered in Moro, Oregon, where the League began a century 
ago, to celebrate its 100th anniversary. During the celebration, 
a full program of speakers shared the organization’s history, 
the challenges and opportunities faced together, and the 
League’s impact on the U.S. wheat industry as the first 
commodity organization of its kind. 

Remarks were delivered by Past President Bob Johns 
with a Centennial Reflection and Recognition of Past League 
Presidents, OSU Connections with the Director for OSU 
Extension and Dean for College of Ag, Wheat to the World 
with U.S. Wheat Associates VP of Overseas Operations, A 
Life in Foreign Service with Harriet Isom, and Advocating 
for Growers Interests with NAWG Policy Manager. We 
heard about community contributions from Representative 
Anna Scharf as she discussed the history of the Oregon 
Wheat Hearts, and the impact of collective giving from Past 
President Erin Hansell-Heideman during an overview of 
the Bushels for Betsy program. It concluded with speakers 

reflecting on the next 100 years as we heard from Sherman 
FFA students, Oregon Department of Ag Director, and 
Oregon’s Congressional delegation. 

In the closing remarks, current League Secretary/
Treasurer Kurt Melville highlighted the importance of 
continued leadership. “As I look at the current challenges that 
face Oregon Wheat farmers, I have to ask myself what can I 
do to ensure that my children and the next generations can 
experience the promise of better days through better ways. 
I look at my oldest son, graduated from college, married, 
expecting our first grandchild, and back working on the 
farm. Or my youngest son, one year left of high school and 
dreaming of a future farming with his brother. And I can’t 
help but believe that the future of Oregon Wheat farming 
is strong,” he stated. “I believe the Oregon Wheat Growers 
League and those who serve on it, will and must continue for 
the sake of the generations who will follow us.”

Thank you to everyone who joined us and helped make 
this milestone event a success! We invite you to explore the 
historical remarks, photos and listing of past presidents in this 
edition of the Oregon Wheat magazine. Then, find more on 
our website at www.owgl.org/OregonWheat100.

Agwest Farm Credit 
Services

Amanda Hoey

Andy Zahl

Anna Scharf

Bayer Crop Sciences

Blown Away Ranch

D & B Supply

Eakin Ranch

Mark & Joanna Hales

H.T. Rea Farming

OSU Extension

Pendleton Hat 
Company

Pendleton Round – Up

Sherman County 
Fairgrounds

Sherman County FFA

Sherman County 
Museum

The Dalles Civic 
Auditorium

Tillamook Creamery

THANK YOU TO DONORS TO THE OREGON 
WHEAT FOUNDATION SILENT AUCTION AND 

EVENT SUPPORTERS:

Celebrating 100 Years: Oregon Wheat Growers
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It is truly a privilege as the 1993 past president of the 
Oregon Wheat Growers League to present the history of the 
League. As we look back 100 years, have the issues facing 
wheat growers really changed? Wheat prices, weather issues, 
wars, environmental concerns, farm programs and export 
competition, and many more issues were present then and 
now. One that has changed is the technology for farming: 
from horses and mules to satellite driven machinery. But 
as in the past, we still face increases in transportation 
costs, market competitiveness concerns and impacts from 
industry mergers. 

The Origination of the League
During the depression following World War I, wheat 

growers were in real trouble, with wheat selling for less 
than it cost to grow it. Adding to the issue of low prices, 
on December 15, 1924 nearly all the wheat in the mid-
Columbia counties froze out when an east wind dropped 
the temperature from above 60 degrees to 15 degrees below 
zero. In addition to the freeze there was an unprecedented 
need then for spring wheat seed. With the help of the research 
and extension faculty at Oregon Agricultural College they 
worked with growers to secure the seed needed to “save” the 
1925 growing season. 

At the opening of the 37th   Oregon Legislature in 1925, 
Oregon Governor Walter Marcus Pierce delivered a message 
of the plight of the wheat growers. The Oregon House Ways 
and Means Committee introduced a bill providing nearly 
$400,000 for loans to the farmers.  By December 1925 
most of the money loaned had been paid back. The loss 
of the winter wheat in 1924 brought heightened interest to 
an Eastern Oregon Economic conference hosted February 
11-13, 1926 in Moro, Oregon, with more than two hundred 
growers, grain handlers, grain millers, and marketers 
gathered together. That effort led to conversations about 
research, seed sourcing, marketing, and grain transportation 
and a recognition of the power of collaboration. 

Committees were formed to tackle grower issues. 
Specifically, the group wanted to unite their efforts to 
help growers deal with emergencies and to coordinate 
educational programs with Oregon Agriculture College 
Extension Service. The result was the establishment of 
the Eastern Oregon Wheat League in 1926, the first wheat 
commodity organization in the U.S. In 1948 during Paulen 

Kasberg’s tenure, the name was changed to Oregon Wheat 
Growers League.

Forming the Oregon Wheat Commission to 
Grow Markets

The League created the Oregon Wheat Commission in 
1945. To prevent a surplus from developing after World War 
II, the League decided in mid-1945 to increase the demand 
for wheat through promoting exports and developing 
additional uses of wheat. There was also a growing 
need to address other industry problems, including high 
freight rates. 

At a meeting of northwest farm organizations in 
Pendleton in June 1945, wheat farmers centered around the 
concept of helping themselves by forming a Commission in 
order to collect money from all Oregon wheat growers to 
finance programs of statewide value. In 1946, Jens Terjeson 
of Pendleton, and Marion Weatherford, Arlington, were 
tasked with bringing the Commission into reality. They 
spent more than a month at Salem during the 1947 session of 
the Legislature. Ultimately, the Oregon Wheat Commission 
bill was passed with only one dissenting vote. Governor Earl 
Snell then appointed the first Oregon Wheat Commission in 
1947 to administer the money accrued from the assessment. 

Visionary leadership has brought us to this centennial 
mark: not just in the creation of the League, but the OWGL 
led to the formation of the Oregon Wheat Commission, 
the National Association of Wheat Growers, and initiated 
the formation of the Western Wheat Associate which later 
became a part of U.S. Wheat Associates. It also created the 
Oregon Grains Commission and coordinated the creation of 
a regional lab to serve wheat interests.

I was blessed to of known many of the Past Presidents 
and gained a lot of wisdom from them.  I see the Oregon 
Wheat Growers as an organization that has always had vision 
and the leadership for the wheat industry to make change for 
the wheat producers. May we never forget all the County 
Presidents and the many County and State committee 
people who committed their time to the success of the 
Orgon Wheat Growers League.

The full remarks from speakers, as well as historical 
reference materials, is available on the League website at 
www.owgl.org/OregonWheat100.

Honoring the Past/ Growing the Future: 
Centennial Reflection
Summary of Remarks from Bob Johns, Past President to the Oregon Wheat League Celebration 
June 10, 2026
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Oregon Wheat Growers League Presidents

Ron Rew
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1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
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1977
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1980
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1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
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1926
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1934
1935
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1940
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1950
1951
1952
1953
1954
1955
1956
1957
1958
1959
1960
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1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
2020
2021
2022
2023
2024
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2026

Norm Goetze
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Jim Stonebrink
Mike Kortge
Mac Kerns
Judy Rea
Sherman Reese
Tom McCoy
Phil Zubrick
Ken Grieb
Karl Scronce
Brad Anderson
Don Coats
Mike Noonan
Kevin Porter
Je� Newtson
Darren Padget
Craig Reeder
Tyson Raymond
Walter Powell
Jerry Marguth
Eric Orem
Tyler Hansell
Dana Tuckness
Brent Cheyne
Alan von Borstel
Clinton Carlson
Clinton Carlson
Ben Maney
Collin Crocker
Wade Bingaman
Erin Hansell-Heideman
Thad Eakin
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I think that in a lot of ways, 
leadership is driven by serving the 
organization from the heart. There 
was a lot of heart and a tremendous 
amount of vision in the leadership that 
established the Oregon Wheat Growers 
League 100 years ago. In June, we 
had an opportunity to celebrate the  
accomplishments of those who came 
before us who laid the groundwork for 

a successful organization. A significant portion of the event 
included recognizing our past presidents and their families: 
those very generous hearts. For that purpose, we produced 
a special gift, which is a replica of an original Oregon wheat 
medallion. As with any meaningful token, the gift has 
a backstory.

Wheat marketing has been a prominent driver for the 
League since its inception and those who were involved took 
to that task in earnest. Following a visit to nine countries in 
1954, the League landed on Japan as the most immediate 
opportunity for growth, launching a series of projects over 
the course of the next two years. As a follow up, there was an 
exchange of missions between Japan and the United States, with 
the first Japanese mission coming to the U.S. in August 1956, 
to see our wheat production firsthand. Marion Weatherford, 

who was an Oregon 
Wheat Commissioner, 
recognized the 
importance of that 
first team  and 
commissioned the 
production of a gift for 
them. As he puts it “I 
designed a small scene 
of wheat fields—
with Mt Hood in the 
distance, and a border 
of wheat emblems. 
I had a famous 
goldsmith make some 
medallions of sterling 
silver- one for each of the trade team members plus Sugano, 
the interpreter.” 

The goldsmith, Bercs, who crafted the medallion was 
certainly interesting in his own right. As Marion Weatherford 
noted, “Bercs worked for the Czar of Russia, [before being] 
captured by Hitler’s forces and forced to do work for Goering 
and Hitler. [He was] brought to Portland—some how—by Zell 
Bros, where he worked for many years.” Marion described 
him as “a beautiful character.” That goldsmith made an extra 
medallion, which Marion purchased and had in his possession 
until giving it to Wes Grilley, a prior Oregon Wheat Executive 
Vice President, as a donation to Oregon Wheat. We actually 
did not know it existed until Wes’ daughter dropped by the 
Pendleton office a couple months prior to the event, and I had 
it on my desk.

It is incredibly special, and we now have the original 
medallion framed and hanging in the Oregon Wheat 
Commission office in Portland. There is a hidden pocket 
at the back of the frame which also includes the original 
correspondence between Marion and Wes. It is emblematic of 
the start of Oregon Wheat’s market development work in Asia. 

In addition to the original medallion, one of the replicas 
was donated to the Sherman County Historical Museum for 
their collection. For our Past Presidents and their families 
attending the celebration, they received the gift, along with 
its description, during the celebration. For our Past Presidents 
who were unable to attend, we have the remaining medallion 
replicas available at the Pendleton office. I sincerely appreciate 
the heart of both the current and past leadership for the League. 
A single day cannot do justice to the century of work, but I am 
grateful that we had a chance to celebrate our past and were 
able to incorporate a meaningful token to the event.

Oregon Wheat From the Heart
Amanda Hoey, Oregon Wheat CEO

Materials with the original medallion donation. Letters and instructions 
from Marion are also included.

The original medallion crafted in 1956.
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Its harvest time! Congratulations to all the farmers, 
families and employees. This is when tensions are high, 
work seems endless, and the culmination of last year’s 
decisions come to fruition. I love this time of year, mostly 
for the closeness that we enjoy through shared struggles 
during harvest. 

My oldest memories of harvest involve my grandpa, Dr. 
Bill Hansell, who always had candy in his combine, and my 
father, Tyler Hansell, who always had pop in his combine. 
Our harvest crew consisted of about ten people. We had my 
mom in the cookhouse, and she usually had a helper. The 
cookhouse produced a lunch consisting of a cold sandwich, 
a folded bag of chips, and maybe an apple. The best part was 
always the homemade dessert. Before I was officially on the 
harvest crew, lunch was the best part of my day. Harvest would 
shut down, and everyone would come to our house and sit in 
the front yard under the trees to relax for about 50 minutes for 
lunch before heading back out to the equipment.  

As an impressionable young boy, I would climb the trees 
and swing around the branches listening to the truck drivers 
telling stories of driving into the elevators. It sounded exciting: 
driving the biggest trucks on the road with the windows 
down, and delivering our valuable crop to the elevators. The 
added bonus: getting paid the whole time. I knew that only 
the coolest guys got to work on the harvest crew because they 
all had cool nicknames on our CB radio. I was young, maybe 
a little too inquisitive, and a touch too adventurous, so I got 
left home with mom a lot. That meant I could sit next to our 
two-way radio in the kitchen and listen for hours every day 
about what each truck, bank-out, and combine driver were 
doing. Desert Rat (my Dad) would talk to Snake Bait (a high 
school boy who had obviously been bitten by a rattlesnake) 
about where the next load of wheat needed to be taken, and 
under whose name for which field. Pig Pen 1 (my grandpa) 
directed traffic at all times. White dog (Jim, the irrigator 
who is still the irrigator today, and who has now worked with 
four generations of Hansells) moved circles out of the way or 
turned on water when the combines left the field. I listened to 
all the excitement while sitting in our kitchen and answering 
the CB whenever someone called for Sand Castle (my mom 
at home). Every day of harvest was like listening to a live 
radio show.

Every year since, this is how I think of harvest: eager 

excitement for the moment that all the big rigs and coolest 
people come together to finish the product of our year long 
toil. Early mornings and long days follow one after another 
until the last wheat head is cut and the last load of grain is 
delivered to the elevator. After harvest is done, we have about 
a week before county fair, and school seems to start right after 
that. My family tries to take a quick trip to the coast to cool 
off and unwind after harvest.  

I know harvest is hard, expensive, and we endure a lot 
of unpleasantness. My hope is that we can all take a brief 
moment to remember harvests of the past, and amidst all that 
dirt, sweat and heat, try to find and hold onto the sweetness of 
it all. I wish you all the best of luck, and I hope you will all be 
safe out there in the fields. 

OWC Chair

Tyler Hansell

Voices on the 
CB: The Rhythm 
of Harvest
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Although we talk about the 
quality of wheat varieties in terms of 
‘good,’ ‘bad,’ or where they land on 
the Preferred Variety Brochure, that’s 
really shorthand for a much more 
complex set of datapoints and tests 
performed. It’s important to be able 
to communicate quickly and easily 
the overall quality of varieties, but 
there’s also value in understanding 
how the varieties are chosen to be 
evaluated, how they move through 
the lab, and how the final numbers come together. Terms 
in bold are the critical elements we use to make overall 
quality determinations.

To start, there are two main streams for varieties to enter 
the lab, summarized above in the funding descriptions: via 
Variety Testing Programs, and directly from the wheat breeder. 
The wheat breeders all have their own specific processes for 
determining the samples that come to us. Those decisions are 
greatly helped by the Oregon State University Quality Lab at 
early generations. Mostly, however, breeders send us material 
that they have chosen to plant for the following year based 
on things like previous quality data, yield, agronomics, and 
a whole host of other traits. The samples chosen from the 
Variety Testing Programs, however, are another story. Once 
the planting lists have been finalized, we choose the varieties 
that are new and are within their first three years of being 

evaluated by our lab. Some experimental lines may continue 
past three years, and we will keep sampling them until they 
are either dropped or released. From there, we keep an eye on 
early Falling Number scouting by the Falling Number team 
at Washington State University and USDA-ARS, test weight, 
and protein data. For the Variety Testing Program samples, it’s 
important to ensure that samples selected are representative 
of what would ultimately be of export quality, which means 
meeting a minimum Falling Number of 300 seconds, test 
weight of US Grade No. 2 or better, and a protein appropriate 
to the market class. 

Once samples are selected, collected, and entered 
into what we call ‘nurseries,’ they enter the quality testing 
pipeline. This pipeline starts with samples being cleaned 
using a small-scale scourer to remove any chaff from the 
field and to remove any very tiny kernels. After cleaning, the 
test weight for each sample is measured and the protein and 
moisture estimated using NIR spectroscopy. The moisture is 
used to determine the amount of water used for tempering. 
Tempering of wheat means adding water the day before 
milling to make the bran more leathery, and easier to peel off, 
as opposed to the kernels being more brittle and shattering. 
When the bran peels off, there’s less bran contamination in 
the resulting white flour. A lot of flour is sold using ash (or 
bran contamination) as a specification, so it’s vital that we 
mill the wheat as a commercial miller would. The tempered 

Japanese sponge cakes. Most show nice volume and a flat or domed top. 
The one in the bottom right corner is sunken in with a small volume, which 
is considered poor quality.  Photo credit: Shelle Lenssen.

A Journey through the Western Wheat Quality Lab

Alecia M. Kiszonas, Director of Cultivar Development for the Western Wheat Quality Lab, 
USDA-ARS

Commission Grant Project:: 
Advancing wheat grain quality in Oregon state, 

Genotype & Environment ‘G&E’ study, One-third cost 
of Miag pilot flour milling.

2026 Oregon Wheat Commission Funding: 

•	 Accelerate the development of new wheat varieties 
with superior quality and grain yield by processing 
a greater number of OSU breeding samples in a 
shorter amount of time and with more extensive 
analysis: $23,000

•	 Obtain robust, statistically-valid comparisons of 
the quality of new varieties and pre-release lines: 
$40,000

•	 Conduct large-scale flour milling of the PNW Wheat 
Quality Council breeder samples on the WWQL’s 
Miag Mill: $5,250
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grain rests for a day, after which it is milled into white flour on 
a small, experimental mill. From the mill, two key parameters 
measured are the break flour yield, or the percentage of very 
high quality flour produced, and the total flour yield, or the 
total flour extraction. Combined with the flour ash measured, 
these parameters make up the overall milling score. 

After the flour is milled, it enters the Flour Lab, where 
a number of tests are done, primarily focused on the large 
molecule systems in flour: starch, protein, and fiber. In the 
flour lab we start by using NIR spectroscopy to estimate flour 
protein and moisture. From there, soft wheat samples will 
undergo Solvent Retention Capacity (SRC) tests. These use 
four solvents and really isolate those components of starch, 
protein, and fiber. The Water SRC test gives a good overall 
measurement of the water absorption of the flour, which is 
critical to soft wheat product quality. The Carbonate SRC 
estimates the damaged starch in flour. This damage typically 
occurs during milling and causes negative attributes such as 
increased water absorption in flour. In the Lactic Acid SRC 
we can evaluate not only the protein content, but also the 
protein quality. Protein quality is a vital component of gluten 
strength and helps us understand the variety’s suitability for 
different soft wheat applications. The last is Sucrose SRC, 
which estimates the fiber content of the flour and can be 
influenced by the gliadin proteins as well. Overall, we like to 
have lower Sucrose SRC levels in soft wheat flour. 

The last stop in a jar of flour’s life in the lab is in the Bake 
Lab. There’s a saying written on a dry-erase board in the Bake 
Lab that reads: The Bake Lab is where the rubber meets the 
road. And if you smell something burning, the rubber and 
the road met and didn’t get along.” The sentiment holds true, 
at least the first part. Predictive tests and measurements of 
individual components of wheat flour are vital, however, the 
baked products are essential in putting the flour component 
evaluations into context. Soft wheat products here all get 

baked into the internationally approved Sugar Snap Cookie 
and the cookie diameter is measured. A larger cookie means 
greater spread, and is indicative of good soft wheat quality that 
would fit the standards of the majority of soft wheat products 
on the market. Advanced soft wheat and club lines are also 
evaluated for their sponge cake baking performance. We use 
a standardized Japanese Sponge Cake procedure and measure 
the cake volume. For hard wheat the Mixograph is used to 
understand the dough mixing properties of a variety and to 
predict the water absorption and mixing time needed for a 
bread bake. Following the Mixograph, hard wheat varieties 
are baked into ‘pup’ loaves, or loaves of bread using just 100g 
of flour. The loaf volume is measured and the crumb structure 
analyzed for these miniature loaves of bread. And then we all 
take them home and make delicious French toast!

All of these attributes are then analyzed using the student’s 
t score formula in comparison to the check variety for that 
market class and one overall score is produced. The score 
then dictates where in the Preferred Variety List the variety 
will appear and what its designation will be. Hopefully this 
has all made clear that even though it looks like the quality 
determination is based on one number, it’s really a collection 
of years of analyses and hundreds of data points distilled into 
one number. I also hope that this explanation has shown how 
this whole operation is a team effort. We have highly skilled 
and specialized people who perform all of these analyses and 
no one person could do it alone. We greatly appreciate the 
support from the Oregon Wheat Commission to make sure we 
can continue to have a great and robust team.

There’s a saying written on a dry-erase 
board in the Bake Lab that reads: “The 
Bake Lab is where the rubber meets 
the road. And if you smell something 
burning, the rubber and the road met 
and didn’t get along.”

“
Sugar snap cookies, which show good diameter and good top grain 
characteristics. Photo credit: Shelle Lenssen.

Pup loaves of bread. All of the loaves have good volume and crumb 
structure. Photo credit: Shelle Lenssen.
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From agriculture-focused keynote speakers to breakout 
sessions on issues that affect your operational success/
profitability, there is a lot to gain from the Oregon-Washington 
grain convention this year. If you are a first-time attendee, an 
added benefit to consider is the Oregon Wheat Young Farmer 
scholarship. With the deadline quickly approaching, we 
encourage young farmers to talk with their county president 
and submit an application. 

 Supporting the next generation of producers is a focus 
for Oregon Wheat and this year, the League is offering four 
scholarships for first-time attendees to the 2026 Oregon-
Washington Grain Growers Convention. The event takes 
place November 30 to December 2, 2026, in Kennewick, 
Washington and the scholarship covers the full convention 
registration and lodging, significantly reducing the cost 
of participation. 

“I first connected with the League through attendance 
at convention on a young farmer scholarship,” stated Josh 
Macnab, Sherman County Wheat Growers League President. 

“Prioritizing building my knowledge and enhancing 
leadership skills was my interest in applying to attend, but I 
ended up finding connections across the state that have helped 
me in my own farming operations.”

 Kevin Corn, League Vice President reflects similarly, 
noting that his pathway to becoming an officer and advocating 
for wheat producers around the state was built through the 
connections he made at Convention, having attended on a 
prior scholarship. “The young farmer scholarship removes 
the financial barrier to participate. It is valuable both for those 
just getting started in their farm operations and those who 
have been working in it for several years.”

Applications are available at www.owgl.org/
convention and must be submitted by September 1, 2026. 
Invest in your future, broaden your perspective, and join 
us this November!

“An investment in knowledge pays the best interest.” — 
Benjamin Franklin

Young Farmer Scholarship: Expand Your Connections
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We all know someone who deserves recognition for 
their tireless contributions to Oregon’s wheat industry. 
Tell us about them! The Oregon Wheat Growers League is 
seeking nominations for the 2026 Above and Beyond and 
Distinguished Service awards. We encourage you to consider 
individuals within your network who have made a difference in 
Oregon agriculture. Award recipients will be recognized during 

the annual gala at the Oregon-Washington Grain Convention. 
This year’s awards are particularly meaningful as we 

celebrate 100 years of wheat grower service to the industry. We 
highly encourage references to historical contributions. Find 
the nomination form, along with information about past award 
recipients, at www.owgl.org/awards. All nominations must be 
submitted by September 1, 2026 for consideration.

Celebrate Wheat Champions: 2026 Awards Open
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No matter the job, having the right tools and technology 
can make all the difference in a project’s efficiency, capacity, 
and outcome. In agriculture, that rings true for every link 
along the supply chain, including research and wheat breeding. 
When Oregon State University’s Columbia Basin Agricultural 
Research Center (CBARC) in Pendleton identified a need to 
modernize its greenhouse, a critical facility supporting wheat 
research, the Oregon Wheat Commission answered the call.

With funds previously committed to the station and yet to 
be used, the Commission re-allocated $60,000 to invest in the 
greenhouse renovation. The project is on track for completion 
in July 2026.

Investing in Infrastructure
CBARC’s mission is to “conduct research and extend 

knowledge to enhance agricultural production on non-irrigated 
croplands while protecting the environment and sustaining 
rural communities in Oregon and beyond.” According to 
Dr. Francisco Calderon, CBARC Director, the greenhouse 
renovation is part of a broader infrastructure update. Serving 
Oregon wheat growers since 1928, OSU and USDA researchers 
in Pendleton focus on dryland grain production research and 
support growers through programs in plant pathology, crop 
physiology, cereal variety testing, soil chemistry, physics 
and microbiology, weed science, hydrology, and agronomy. 
“The greenhouse was built in the 1990s, so it is more than 25 
years old,” says Calderon. “We initially planned to replace the 
exterior panels, but later decided on a larger renovation with a 
bigger long-term impact.”

The renovation has been carried out in phases, starting 
with replacing the exterior panels, followed by a comprehensive 
retrofit to modernize the facility’s capabilities and efficiency. 
Major upgrades include replacing the existing rock floor with a 
concrete floor with radiant heating, installing new greenhouse 
benches, upgrading environmental control systems, 
modernizing irrigation infrastructure, and relocating and 
redesigning the wet-wall cooling system to improve efficiency.

Calderon explains the renovations will expand the 
researchers’ ability to conduct controlled, year-round studies 
that directly benefit wheat growers. “Having a cutting-edge 
greenhouse allows us to screen plants year-round instead of 
relying solely on field seasons. We can carefully control factors 
like temperature, humidity, irrigation, and other environmental 
conditions to understand better how weeds, diseases, and crop 
varieties respond under specific circumstances.”

Dr. Christina Hagerty, OSU Dryland Cereal Pathologist 
and Oregon Wheat Cereal Grain Pathology Faculty Scholar, 

agrees that this will directly impact her research. “It’s very 
common for us to start a research question in the greenhouse 
and then move it to the field to see if the results hold under 
real production conditions,” says Hagerty. “The reverse 
also happens when we see something interesting in the 
field but aren’t sure if it was caused by weather or another 
environmental factor. In the greenhouse, we can control 
those conditions, which gives us much greater confidence in 
understanding why we’re seeing a particular result before we 
share recommendations with growers.”

Dr. Judit Barroso, Associate Professor in Weed Science, is 
looking forward to increasing research capacity. “We are going 
to have the needed space to conduct larger studies with more 
replications and have more confidence that the temperature is 
staying consistent throughout the experiment,” said Barroso. “I 
am also excited about the new greenhouse because it will allow 
us to collaborate with colleagues at other universities under 
much more consistent conditions. We’ll be able to compare 
results from the same seed and the same herbicide treatments 
across multiple locations with greater confidence.”

Benefitting Growers
Research at CBARC ranges from disease screening and 

herbicide tolerance evaluations to soil amendment studies, 
variety development, and more. Calderon explains that these 
modernized facilities not only accelerate research timelines 
but also offer direct benefits to growers. “The work we plan 
to do in the updated greenhouse will directly translate into 
faster delivery of improved varieties, soil amendments, and 
other research outcomes that benefit growers. The greenhouse 
is a key step in moving these activities forward and making 
our research more agile and faster.”

“The modernized greenhouse gives us another opportunity 
to keep research moving throughout the year. While our 

Inside the renovated CBARC greenhouse, which has new benching and a 
new radiant heat floor.

Investment Helps Modernize Greenhouse at CBARC

Amanda Spoo, ajae communications
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winter wheat is dormant, we can continue generating data that 
helps us answer research questions faster and provide growers 
with results they can trust,” says Hagerty. “This is especially 
valuable for graduate students and postdoctoral researchers 
because they have limited time to complete their research and 
training. Being able to collect another season of data during 
the winter strengthens their projects and helps move research 
forward more quickly.”

Ultimately, Hagerty says some research questions cannot 
be answered in the field. “For example, if we study whether 
cover crop species can host nematodes, we can safely inoculate 
plants in the greenhouse and contain those organisms. The 
greenhouse also allows us to work with sensitive plant 
genetics, experimental products, or pathogens that would not 
be appropriate to study under field conditions.”

Modernizing Capacity
For Oregon Wheat Commissioner and grower David 

Brewer, the investment reflects the Commission’s commitment 
to supporting research that delivers practical value back 
to the farm. “Research remains one of our most important 
investments because it helps ensure Oregon wheat growers 
have ongoing access to the tools, information, and innovations 
needed to stay productive and competitive,” says Brewer. 
“When we invest in infrastructure, we give researchers the 
tools they need to deliver results that can make a difference 
on our farms.”

In recent years, CBARC has also completed a new office 
and laboratory building, and additional facility improvements 
are currently under evaluation. “A big part of our activity 
during the last few years at CBARC has been modernizing 
our capacity,” says Calderon. “We are an older station, and 

upgrading this infrastructure allows us to conduct more 
precise, efficient, and year-round research for years to come.”

Calderon says CBARC regularly welcomes visitors, 
researchers, students, and growers throughout the year. “We 
have an open-door policy. If someone wants to come visit the 
station, talk with me, or meet with one of the researchers, we 
encourage that.”

The U.S. Supreme Court ruled in June that the Federal 
Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) 
expressly preempts state-law-based failure-to-warn claims 
when the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has 
made a definitive determination on product safety .“Farmers 
depend on clear, predictable, science-based regulations and 

continued access to effective crop protection tools. [This] 
decision reaffirms that EPA’s label, based on a rigorous process 
of scientific review, is the law. NAWG continues to support a 
regulatory system grounded in sound science, transparency, 
and consistency,” said Sam Kieffer, National Association of 
Wheat Growers CEO.  

Supreme Court Decision on FIFRA Preemption

The Wheat Foods Council announced the hiring of 
Sheri Glazier as Executive Director.  Glazier is a wheat 
farmer and registered dietitian from Loyal, Oklahoma. She 
holds a bachelor’s and master’s degree from Oklahoma 
State University and is the founder of Dirt Road Dietitian, a 

multifaceted program focused on connecting nutrition science 
and agriculture. The Wheat Foods Council is an industry-
wide partnership dedicated to increasing domestic wheat 
foods consumption through nutrition information, research, 
education and promotional programs.

Wheat Foods Council Hires Executive Director
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Oregon wheat producers, researchers, and industry 
partners joined together on June 9 and 10 for the annual OSU 
and USDA-ARS Field Days at the Pendleton and Sherman 
Stations. Over the course of the two days, attendees had the 
chance to hear from scientists from both OSU and USDA-ARS 
through a series of presentations and informal conversations.

For Oregon wheat producers, field days offer an opportunity 
to see their investments in action, ask questions, and to better 
understand how projects connect back to decisions producers 
make in the field. I left the Pendleton Field Day encouraged 
by the turnout and level of engagement amongst producers and 
industry folks alike. 

At the Pendleton Station Field Day, attendees started the 
morning with a welcome and overview from Dr. Francisco 
Calderon, CBARC Director and Soil Scientist, and Dr. Kate 
Reardon, USDA-ARS Research Microbiologist. Presentations 
covered wheat breeding, weed emergence, cover cropping, 
winter wheat variety selection, and several other topics.

A presentation that stood out was Dr. Hero Gollany’s and Dr. 
Curtis Adam’s, “Benefits of Cover Cropping in the Intermediate 
Precipitation Zone.” Dr. Adams and Dr. Gollany offered a look 
at how cover cropping fits into dryland systems where each inch 
of moisture is important. The takeaway was that cover crops 
are not one-size-fits-all. They require careful consideration as 
part of a broader soil health and cropping system conversation. 
We learned that in the intermediate precipitation zone, cover 
crops offer benefits related to nutrient cycling, organic matter, 
and overall soil function. These potential benefits also must be 
weighed against water use, timing, and species selection. 

Another highlight was Dr. Eric Nazereno’s presentation, 
“Working on Cereal Diseases: Insights and Plans for Oregon 
and PNW.” Cereal disease management is a topic that reaches 
close to every part of wheat production, from variety selection, 
fungicide decisions, and long-term breeding priorities. A 
primary takeaway was the importance of staying ahead of 
disease pressure rather than reacting. For wheat producers, this 
means supporting research on pathogen pressure and using that 
information to make timely management decisions. 

The Pendleton Field Day included remarks from Anthony 
Peña, Vice President of Policy and Communications at the 
National Association of Wheat Growers, and Dr. Staci L. 
Simonich, Dean for OSU’s College of Agricultural Sciences. 
Their participation helped connect field-based research with 
broader policy, education, and agricultural leadership efforts 
that support wheat producers at the state and national levels.

The next day, the Sherman Station Field Day in Moro 
included another full morning of learning. Presentations 

included winter wheat variety trials, OSU’s wheat breeding 
program, pre-emergence herbicide use for weed control in 
wheat, and many others. The event also included a historical 
presentation by Dr. Richard Smiley on Sherman Station’s role 
in the formation of the Oregon Wheat Growers League. A 
fitting topic for the League’s 100th year and the celebration that 
took place later in the afternoon.

 Field days provide balance between technical learning and 
relationship building. Attendees had opportunities to ask questions, 
visit with fellow producers, and discuss how ongoing research 
applies to their own operations. Those informal conversations are 
an important part of keeping research practical and responsive 
when it comes to the needs of Oregon wheat producers.

Strong attendance at Pendleton and Sherman just shows 
that Oregon wheat producers value research, innovation, and 
the opportunity to learn from each other. While these two field 
days were highlighted here, they are part of a larger season of 
wheat-focused field days that took place across the state.

Field Days Showcase Oregon Wheat Research in Action

Devyn Meilleur, League Program Director

Baker City, OR
2885 13th Street
541-523-4779

Redmond, OR
213 E. Antler Ave
541-548-1035
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Despite it being a year marked by geopolitical uncertainty, 
volatile freight costs and intense competition, the 2025/2026 
marketing year (June 1, 2025–May 31, 2026) closed with U.S. 
wheat exports at 23.7 million metric tons (MMT), a 15% year-
over-year increase and the highest since 2020/2021. Total U.S. 
soft white (SW) wheat exports ended at nearly 4.48 MMT, 
down 5% from the previous year.

U.S. Wheat Associates says it was an interesting year 
of U.S. wheat finding its place in the market. Increases in 
wheat exports to both core and swing markets reflected the 
reputation and value of U.S. wheat in the global marketplace, 
underscored by a focus on trade servicing and solidifying 
partnerships and agreements in Asia, where the majority of 
Oregon wheat is exported. Four of those markets highlighted 
below include notable U.S. SW wheat sales that impact 
Oregon wheat growers.

Philippines
The Philippines is the world’s largest importer of U.S. 

SW wheat, reflecting over six decades of strong relationships 
between U.S. wheat growers and the country’s milling 
and baking industries. In April 2026, Philippine millers 
and bakers signed two agreements with USW to adopt the 
American Quality Wheat Seal during a USDA Agricultural 
Trade Mission. 

The American Quality Seal program is a label USW 
developed to differentiate flour and baked goods made from 
U.S. wheat. In a 2020 USW survey, Filipino consumers 
preferred products with this label. Of respondents, 74% said 

they would buy more items with the American Quality Wheat 
Seal, and 79% were willing to pay more for them.

Six leading baking and milling companies signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to adopt and use 
the seal on products made from flour with at least 75% 
U.S. wheat. Companies agreed to meet food safety and 
verification standards while receiving USW technical and 
promotional support.

Following the main ceremony, another six Philippine 
baking companies signed a Memorandum of Intent to establish 
a framework for working with USW to explore adopting the 
seal, signaling growing participation in the program and 
momentum in the baking sector. “These ceremonies helped 
deepen trade ties and reinforced customer confidence in the 
quality, consistency, and performance of U.S. wheat and the 
trade and technical assistance we provide to support their own 
long-term growth,” said Joe Bippert, USW Regional Director 
for South and Southeast Asia.

As in most years, the Oregon Wheat Commission 
welcomed a USW trade team of executives from the 
Philippines to Oregon last summer to offer a firsthand look 
at the U.S. wheat supply chain. During their time in Oregon, 
the team was hosted for a farm visit during harvest by Ryan 
Rea, Umatilla County League President. “Even though this 
is a long-established market, it is critical that we continue to 
foster and reinforce a strong relationship with our Filipino 
customers, especially as we face increasing competition,” 
said Amanda Hoey, Oregon Wheat CEO.

The Philippines ended the 2025/2026 marketing year as 
the second-largest market for U.S. wheat, purchasing 2.57 
MMT, including 1.32 MMT of SW wheat.

Bangladesh
In July 2025, USW signed an MOU with the Government 

of Bangladesh. The agreement commits Bangladesh to 
purchasing 700,000 metric tons (MT) of U.S. wheat annually 
for the next five years. Bangladesh has historically been a 
U.S. wheat swing buyer when prices are competitive. U.S. 
wheat purchases have ranged from no imports to the last high 
of 450,000 MT in the 2019/2020 marketing year. Before the 
MOU, Bangladesh’s most recent significant purchase was 
about 150,000 MT of U.S. hard red spring (HRS) wheat in 
2023/2024.

“This deal reaffirmed the country’s commitment to 
bolstering national food security and advancing U.S. trade The Philippine Trade Team on the farm with Ryan Rea during harvest.

2025/2026 Marketing Year Showcases Impact of 
Trade Relationships

Amanda Spoo, ajae communications
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relations, while also helping U.S. wheat farmers gain consistent 
demand in the Bangladesh market,” said Joe Sowers, USW 
Regional Vice President for South and Southeast Asia. “With 
more demand for wheat foods and a rising export market 
for wheat food products, Bangladesh is a really good fit for 
our farmers.”

Bangladesh honored the MOU with the first three U.S. 
wheat shipments arriving in early 2026, including 114,790 MT 
of SW. In February 2026, the United States signed a reciprocal 
trade agreement with Bangladesh, further reinforcing the 
trade relationship. By the 2025/2026 marketing year-end, 
Bangladesh rose from a swing buyer to the ninth-largest 
market for U.S. wheat, purchasing 744,939 MT, including 
349,922 MT of SW.

Indonesia
Progress was made in Indonesia, a consistent top 

three wheat-importing country where the market is highly 
competitive, and millers remain price-sensitive. Indonesian 
wheat consumption  for food use has increased by 22% over 
the past decade. Rapid growth in demand for wheat foods is 
expected to continue, including for higher-quality products 
that favor flour from U.S. wheat classes.

In July 2025, APTINDO, Indonesia’s flour milling 
association, signed an MOU with USW, committing to 
purchasing a minimum of 800,000 MT of U.S. wheat in 
calendar 2025 and then increasing by an additional 25% to 1 
MMT from 2026 through 2030.

Exceeding its first-year commitments under the MOU, 

Indonesia purchased 832,588 MT of U.S. wheat from July to 
December 2025, far surpassing its average of 500,000 MT 
over the last five marketing years. USW has kept pace by 
increasing trade servicing activities, including trade missions 
and consultations to improve the technical performance 
of U.S. wheat in their mills, and by adjusting contracts to 
maximize the value of U.S. wheat purchases. “For the next 
five years, millers have an incentive to comply with the 
MOU, giving USW an opportunity to showcase the superior 
performance of U.S. wheat classes and reinforce the value of 
U.S. wheat beyond price,” said Sowers. “At the 1.0 MMT per 
year commitment, more than 10% of Indonesia’s expanding 
wheat foods sector will be supplied by U.S. farmers.”

Oregon wheat growers contributed to the progress and 
focus on Indonesia. In October 2025, Hoey and Commissioner 
Dana Tuckness joined colleagues from Washington and Idaho 
on a market development trade mission to Indonesia, with 
additional stops in the Philippines and Singapore, to listen 
and learn about customers’ unique needs and challenges. The 
Commission also welcomed the Southeast Asia trade team 
with customers from Indonesia, the Philippines, Thailand and 
Vietnam, a region that accounts for nearly a quarter of all U.S. 
wheat sales, to Oregon in the summer for a visit.

Indonesia ended the 2025/2026 marketing year as the 
sixth-largest market for U.S. wheat, purchasing 1.15 MMT, 
a 50% increase year-over-year, including 640,756 MT of 
SW wheat.

Taiwan
In April 2026, Oregon wheat growers celebrated the 60th 

anniversary of the USW Taipei Office in Taiwan, recognizing 
a long-standing partnership between growers and customers 
after another  year of positive collaboration.

In September 2025, the Taiwan Flour Millers Association 
and USW signed a Letter of Intent to purchase 3.6 MMT 
of U.S. wheat, including SW, from 2026 to 2029, valued at 
$1.296 billion. In February 2026, U.S. Trade Representative 
Ambassador Jamieson Greer signed an Agreement on 
Reciprocal Trade between the United States and Taiwan. If 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 22The Oregon Wheat Commission delegation at the 60th anniversary 
celebration for the USW Taipei Office.

The PNW delegation visiting Bogasari Flour Mills in Indonesia.
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finalized by Taiwan’s legislature, the U.S.-Taiwan Agreement 
on Reciprocal Trade would help lower tariff and non-tariff 
barriers to U.S. wheat products and facilitate the purchase 
of more high-quality, reliable U.S. wheat. The agreement 
addresses several key sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS) issues, 
assuring U.S. exporters that Taiwan will adopt science-based 
standards and enable trade in the event of disruptions.

Taiwan ended the 2025/2026 marketing year as the 

seventh-largest market for U.S. wheat, purchasing 979,868 
MT, including 131,991 MT of SW wheat.

Marketing Year 2026/2027
Looking ahead to the 2026/2027 marketing year, growers 

can follow USW’s regular market analysis at uswheat.org. The 
USW Commercial Sales Report is published on Thursdays 
and the USW Price Report on Fridays. USW also publishes 
a monthly graphic summary of the USDA WASDE (World 
Agricultural Supply and Demand Estimates).

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

The Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss 
Coverage (PLC) programs, administered by the USDA Farm 
Service Agency, aim to protect farmers from significant income 
losses due to fluctuations in crop prices or revenue shortfalls. For 
the 2025 crop year, farmers are automatically eligible to receive 
the higher payment between ARC-CO and PLC per eligible 

base acre. Nationwide, PLC will pay more to wheat than ARC-
CO but individual calculators can help compare those estimates. 
Assumptions can be based on a $6.98 benchmark price, $5.06 
Marketing Year Average, and $1.29 PLC rate. Actual per-acre 
payouts depend on your county’s NASS yield data and the final 
Marketing Year Average prices.

Calculating ARC and PLC Payments
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