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Supporting prison artists and
movement art projects led by
prisoners. N




Art Ot Freedom

by Lawrence Jenkins

a FREEZE!!

PUT YOUR HANDS UP!!

§ don’'t shoot

" SHUT UP! TURN AROUND!
HANDS BEHIND YOUR BACK!
don’t try no shit MAN
DONT RESIST

In jail THEY told us,

FOLLOW THE LINES PAINTED ON THE GROUND.
In the cell, can’t help but notice
familiar names on the wall.

Carved with pain

The years they were bound.

Have uyou ever seen a jailhouse mural??

Imagine an abstract painting

with different shapes, colors, smells and stages
stages of urine, shit, blood and mucous

All over the floor - the ceiling - the walls.

It no secret to how the STATE extracts body fluid.
im just saying..

There’s a SCIENCE to it.

The lengths THEY go to CENSOR

and put a SILENCE to it.

There’s a SYSTEMATIC VIOLENCE to it.

More aimed at the spiritual / mental.
than anything. .

THEY stripped us from everything
Then offered a damn Western.

Some lined paper,

4 And a pencil.

This is not art for arts sake.
This is survival, healing and resistance.
This is humanity captive

" exceeding its LIMITS.

% Don’t even check the dimensions.

Let’s just keep spinning.

In love and struggle.
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“Let’s Get Free” by Michael Elmore




About Us

We are a collective of incarcerated artists and creatives
who have been teaching and mentoring the incarcerated
artist community since 2017. With assistance and mutual
aid of both friends and comrades, we’ve hosted many
art events over the years, created art workshops, and
engaged politically throughout the COVID-19 pandemic.

Whether it's through providing tips or tools or
fostering a space for creative expression, we’ve
continually contributed to those willing to take the
time in developing their artistic talent and creative
practice.

Now it’s time to bridge the gap to help those who
are incarcerated connect with positive and creative
communities who are willing to support them.

Art by Phan Nen

Our Mission

Our mission is to provide a platform to recognize our
value, uplift our artistry, and amplify our voices so we
can economically support our families and communities.

“On a Mission” by Sketch

Our role is to give alternative opportunities to artists
under the restrictions of prison. The incarcerated
population are people too and deserve to be given a
platform to express themselves in their creative art
form.




Art by Phan Nen

Art by Edmund Washington
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[ draw wildlife and nature to
spiritually connect with natural
elements of freedom...

...Charcoal allows me to capture all of the blends of
light from darkness. Colored pencils and oil pastels
) ) ) allow me to burnish all of the colors and hues of
Luwren?e J. is a poet, V%3901 artlst,'t?acher, farmer, life and energy onto a canvas. Which reminds me that
community leader and activist. He facilitates arts T 4417 Bagse Gisten. CHEt T 688 8¥111 &ae,

education workshops inside prison and organizes inside/ ’
out art exhibitions and solidarity art projects to help
uplift emerging artist’s works, stories and creative
contributions to bigger causes. Lawrence is currently
preparing for clemency and growing this vision outside
of prison.

*This is why I put so much focus on eyes--I am three
stages away from blindness in both eyes. There are
some things that I want to see in this world before
my time comes. Liberation, healing and peace for ALL
imprisoned and oppressed people! I will forever be
committed to creating art that uplifts and empowers
revolutionary movements fighting for this. Making art
is how I practice freedom.”




Art by Lawrence Jenkins Art by Edmund Washington



“I've been drawing for a while and I'm still learn-
ing. As it stands, I choose to play with mixed me-
dia. It’s fun dabbling in both precision of pencil
or colored pencils and making it stand out amongst
the mess and chaos of charcoal, pastel or painting
with my fingers. It’'s liberating.”

Edmund, also known as Eddy_PRS, is a 34 year old
black man with 8 years of experience in drawing.

He has survived 16 years of a 22 year sentence. With-
in that time, he created an art class with a couple
of his peers. As it stands, Edmund has ambitions of
creating a safe environment for children in impov-
erished communities to cultivate creative minds and
help them understand the value in oneself.

“Coastal Connection”

“Buddhist Release”

Art is both inspiration and
therapy in an environment of
constant chaos”

“Proud Affection”




[ create art so that I can express
who [ am as an artist and show
what I am passionate about.”

My name is Michael Elmore DOC# 834075, I am 40

yrs old. I am from Mt. Vernon in Skagit County,
Washington. I love and enjoy helping other artists
discover “more in depth” who they are as an artist,
as well as teaching others how to draw. Things that
are important to me are my family and friends, my
art and tattooing, and helping others.
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Martin Sostre Portrait

“My favorite medium is black and gray graphite
and I really enjoy expressing my artwork through
portraiture. I love and enjoy bringing someone
to life in my art. However, I can and will draw

anything. I am the type of artist that can look at
anything and draw it.




[ started drawing to overcome i

)
El my sadness, stress and negative

DOC#ITT9"] - feelings about myseli.”

Phan is a 86 year old Vietnamese man serving a 40

sentence. He is a self taught visual artist who

specializes in portraits and is well known for

drawing celebrities and historical figures. Phan is ’
also a respected elder, leader and teacher in the
prison art community. Despite his language barrier,
he has been able to educate and empower mdny prison
artists whose works are nationally recognized.
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Be ¢ Portrait - s R :
eyonce Portrai Flo Kennedy Portrait !

*Drawing makes me happy. Seeing my cart make others
happy is the greatest feeling in the world. I like
drawing portraits of people the most because faces i
_ . really stick to my mind and I like being able to 1
R R ' : : capture photos that mean the most to people. I just i

Lm@nzoKmnbankmnPommmt ! like drawing for the people. And I need money, I
need food.”
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I can’t even begin to tell you how
Nipsey--through his music—-
helped me get through some real

tough times behind these walls.”
18

abillyg_artisty on instagram




“Hello, I'm Daniel and I grew
up in Tacoma. I've been doing
art for almost three decades. I
started out doodling and end-
ed up getting pretty decent at
drawing. I grew out of drawing
and moved into beading. I enjoy
beading because cause it helps
center me and keeps me motivat-
ed to see my projects come to-
gether. To me, my art and bead-
work are almost as important to
me as much as family.”

“I create art for family and
friends and to share a piece of
myself with others. I get joy out
of knowing I created something and
it brought happiness to someone who
also enjoyed my work as much as me.
I do medallions, 3D birds, earrings
and necklaces. I don’t know how to
do something I try and figure it
out. If someone wants to learn I
will gladly sit with them. I don’t
mind teaching others how to create
their own beadwork”




Art Opportunities

Our artists are always looking for opportunities
to exhibit and sell their work. Several of our
artists also have curotorial experience. Fesl free
to reach out with any opportunities!

Connect

Human connection is one of the most vital
lifelines for artists on the inside. Reach out to
an artist to ledrn more about them or share how
thelr work has impacted you.

Follow & Share

Follow us on Instoagram for
the latest updates and
share our posts so that
artist work can reach new
dudiences.

Subscribe

Visit our website

and subscribe to our
newsletter to stay
informed about events,
updates and other ways
to support the

asolidarity.art.collective collective.

Via Mail

[Firstname] [Lastname] #[DOCNumber)
[Unit Number]

Stafford Creek Correction Center
1.91 Constantine Way

Aberdeen, WA 98520

Visit www.doc.wa.gov for mail policies.

Online

Visit https://securustech.online/
« Click “Create an Account” -- it’'s freel
« Launch eMessaging
» Add desired contact using full name,
and Tacility name
Purchase stamps
+ 8end o message!

DOC number

Questions about getting in touch? Send
us a message on Instagram or email us at
solidarityartcollective@gmail.com
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