DATES TO REMEMBER

—2023—
April 13
- PSACF Board Meeting-Centre Hall
April 19
Zone 4 Mtg. -Yoder’s
April 20
Zone 3 Mtg. - Westmoreland Fair
April 21

Zone 1 Mtg. - Jefferson County Fair
April 22

Zone 2 Mtg. - West End Fair Gilbert
May 4-6

IAFE Zone 1 Meeting Albany NY
October 1

- Junior Fair Person of the Year apps.
Due

Oct. 12

PSACF Board Meeting-Centre Hall
October 15

- Showcase apps. Due

- 2024 Request for Fair info material,
PSACF

Associate Dues Invoices, PSACF/PSSA
Convention material, Trade Show
apps. mailed.

Oct. 18

Zone 4 Mtg. -TBA
Oct. 19

Zone 3 Mtg. - TBA
Oct. 20

Zone 1 Mtg. - Jefferson County Fair
Oct. 21

Zone 2 Mtg. - Montour-Delong
November 1

- Fair Person of the Year apps. Due

- Communications Competition apps
due

- Queen Competition Applications due
November 15

- Reimbursement apps.—Fair Fund
due

- Baking Contests Summaries due
November 27—30

- IAFE Convention and Trade Show
Indianapolis IN

November 30

FAIRTALK material for December is-
sue due

—2024—
January 17—20
- 111th Annual Convention Hershey

March 2023

From our President

WOW, another great Fair Convention has come
\ and gone. Thank you to everyone who helped
.~ make the 2023 convention a great success. | hope
- you were able to enjoy some of the seminars, table
3 topics, the wonderful motivational speaker and
‘ é’ let’s not forget the entertainment. Convention is

| ¢ also a great time to meet up with old friends and
P make new ones, hopefully you had a chance to do
3 this and share some ideas.
[ would like to thank the PSACF Directors for all
the work they do in their own zones, and for all they did to make the
convention such a success. A special shout out to Harry Reffner, as the
secretary of the PSACF he does a wonderful job keeping everything in
order and managing our activities throughout the year. This year his
hard work and dedication were recognized with the PSACF fair person
of the year. Congratulations Harry!
This year’s PSACF theme is “PA County Fairs: Growing the Future”.
What a great time for all our fairs to start a Junior Fair Board, get the
younger people in your community involved in your fair. To grow the
future of our fairs, we're going the need the help and support of the
youth. So, get out there and invite the 4-H, FFA, Grange, church, and
school youth groups to come out and support your fair.
As your new president [ am here to help you grow your fair in any way
[ can. If you need something please call or e-mail me. One of the best
ways you can help your fair is to attend your zone meetings, hope to
see you there.
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PSACF OFFICERS - 2023-2024

President

Martha Ebersole

640 Dellville Rd.
Duncannon, PA 17020
(717) 834-4435

Vice President

Craig Lash

246 Dairy Ln

West Newton, PA 15089
(724)433-9395

Exec. Secretary/Treasurer
Harry Reffner

128 Cumberland Road
Bedford, PA 15522

{866) 814-6985

Immediate Past President
Samuel J. Zaffuto

355 N. Park St.

Sykesville, PA 15865
(814)591-3485

PSACF DIRECTORS - 2023-2024

Kevin D Bieber

PO Box 105 613 Main St.

Oley, PA 19547
(610) 987-6529

David WW. Cowden
168 Skyline Dr.
Hickory, PA 15340
(724)356-2577

Dan Dickey

10145 Church Road
Espyville, PA 16424
(814) 724-9667

Roger Dirlam

250 Sunrise Ave.
Honesdale, PA 18431
(570) 253-3540

Karen Dobson
9 Ebelhare Rd
Pottstown, PA 19465
(610)212-6180

Tony R. Frazier

1303 Franklin Drive
Bloomsburg, PA 17815
(570) 317-8099

Beverly Gruber

5265 Sell Rd

New Tripoli, PA 18066
(610) 393-0294

Ben Haagen

485 Snydertown Rd
Howard, PA 16841
(814) 383-4428

Joe lrons

12669 Route 59
Smethport, PA 16749
(814)598-5446

Michael Kowalewski
862 Cudo Rd
Montrose, PA 18801
(570) 278-9250

Judy Kmetz

353 Smith Pond Rd.
Shavertown, PA 18708
(570) 675-2952

Jana Mellott

1432 Trails End Road.
Harrisonville, PA 17228
(717)571-8837

Shirley Mclntire

1479 Franklin Road
Jackson Center, PA 16133
(724)699-0797

Jeanne Miller
299 Riley Dr.
Girard, PA 16417
(814)774-5703

Sally Nolt

25 Iris Circle
Elizabethtown PA 17022
(717)367-7256

Chares F. Nutaitis
1158 Candlewood Dr.
Pen Argyl, PA 18072
(610) 863-8873

Jim Reed

122 Coal Hill Lane
Slippery Rock, PA 16057
(724)967-6627

Dr. David Reese, DVM
10 Dry Run — Left Branch
Pine City, NY 14871
(607)733-3154

Debbie Stephenson
667 Washington Rd.
Prosperity, PA 15329
(724)627-4752

Jeff Walason

6528 Cortland Rd
Alum Bank, PA 15521
(814)839-0177

David VWWilcox

6365 Miller Hill Rd
Sugar Grove, PA 16350
(814)688-2066

MEMBERS AT LARGE

Milliron & Goodman LLC
Andrew Goodman

200 N. 3™ Street
Harrisburg, PA 17101
(717)232-5322

Tracy Barone

Fair Fund Admin.

2301 N. Cameron St
PA Dept. of Agriculture
Harrisburg, PA 17110
(717)772-3094

Galla Higinbotham
5075 Wrenwood Ln
Alexandria, PA 16611
(814) 669-4443

FAIRTALK published four
times per year by the
Association. Send
information for the
publication to:

Hamy Reffner

128 Cumberland Rd,
Bedford, PA 15522

A Salate To Our Sponsors
110* Annaal Convention

Saffire Evanls

ELATINGM SPONSOR

Full Pull Produchons, Inc.

SGOLD SPONSORS
Intarnational Associaiion of Fairs and Exposilions
Wast Madia Group

SIL SPONSO
The Fair Publishing House, Inc.
PA Showmen's Associalion
Varialy Allrachons, Inc.

BRONIE SPONIORS
Barllebaugh Amu=amants
{Goodlima Amusaments, LLC
PA Dapartment of Agniculbure
Penn Pramier

BRASS SPONIORS
Arjol Produclions
Bayond Spots & Dols
Clarion County Fair
Parry County Gommunity Fair Associalion, Inc.
PATRON

Hookslown Fair
C Hill Community Fair

PA Prafiarrad Program + PA Egg Fammers



WILL YOU BE CREATING SUPERFANS?
BY: KEVIN D. BIEBER

Brittany Hodak came to Hershey as our convention Keynote Speaker. Brittany, an award -winning en-
trepreneur, author and customer experience speaker, showed all of us how we can create Superfans out
of all our fair attendees.
What is a Superfan? The definition is simple, it is a customer who creates more customers. How many
times have you told friends and family of a good experience you had at an event or store or maybe an-
other fair? By doing that, you are a Superfan, hopefully creating excitement from that friend or family
that will now go visit that same event or shopping location. Once again, customers creating more cus-
tomers. Isn’t that exactly what we want at our fairs?
Brittany reminded us of the simple principles that maybe we sometimes forget or even take for granted.
Think about this, every time you put on that fair shirt, you become a representative of your fair. Show
people you care and that you want them to come to your fair, just remember those people have plenty
of options in today’s world. Also, show the community you care and are proud of your fair and what
you do.
Although [ was intrigued by many comments that Brittany made, there is one comment that stuck with
me after her keynote speech. Think about this, “with marketing, we tell people about our fair, however
with magic, others tell people about your fair.” Which one would you rather have?
The 2023 convention was full of table topics and seminars. [ received many positive words back from
you regarding the topics and speakers, thank you, the committee appreciates that. As for the table top-
ics, once again we ran those sessions as discussion only. We also ran each session twice, hoping that
your schedule allowed you to get to as many as possible. The days of convention were also filled with
several educational seminars. Those seminars ranged from Animal Health Updates, Food Safety, Lead-
ership, Succession Planning, Creating Magic and so much more. It was great to see some of the rooms
full as you hopefully learned something to take back to your fair.
As for our second annual Youth Day, we were honored to once again have the State FFA Officers conduct
two seminars on Saturday morning. These seminars included, Self -Awareness is the Key to Great Lead-
ership as well as You Don’t Need to Know it All to Be a Great Leader. [ am sure we will be back again
with the third annual Youth Day in 2024.
Although we just ended another great convention, I can assure you that your table topic and seminar
committee are already working hard on a line-up for the 2024 convention. We will also take your sug-
gestions into consideration as we prepare the 2024 schedule.
On behalf of the committee, thank you for your attendance at convention as well as your positive com-
ments, we certainly look forward to another great convention in 2024 .
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Fair Person of the Year

Harry of Bedford, PA was named the 2022 Fair Person of the Year at the PA State Association of
County Fairs (PSACF) Annual Convention held in January in Hershey, PA.

A native of Roaring Spring, Blair County, he graduated from Central High School and pursued a career
in the information technology field working for Hedstrom for the next 35 years.

In the fair industry since the early 90s, Harry has nearly “done it all” at the Bedford County Fair held
yearly in late July. He has been an entry clerk, been an exhibitor, entry superintendent, board mem-
ber, and then served as board secretary from 2003-2022.

In 2006 his leadership abilities made him a perfect candidate for the PA State Association of County
Fairs board of directors. During the next six years he served on many committees including fair per-
son, communications, sponsorship, budget legislation and resolutions. In 2012 he was elected the
PSACF secretary/treasurer, a position he continues to hold. With 108 fairs, someone always seems
to have a question and Harry always seems to have the answer. He truly has a passion for fairs and
was well deserving of this honor.

His family includes his wife Marcia who has supported him and been his backup in all his fair en-
deavors and one daughter Nicole who lives in the Lancaster area.

At the Convention, it was a total surprise (shock) to be joining the past 53 honorees who had
received the award since its beginning in 1970. As | read over the recipients many | did not
know, 3 however | recognize coming from the Bedford Fair, of the 21 that | have known, it is
humbling to be among them. Starting as an exhibitor at Bedford and coming under the guid-
ance of a former Fair Person, John H. Holbert | started my journey to where | am today. It
has been my personal honor and privilege to serve all of the 108 outstanding Fairs in the As-
sociation. Thank you to all, Harry



ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS

ZONE1

Accepting the award from Zone Chair Sam is Wayne Jack-
son

In the early 90’s the fair was relocated to its cur-
rent home along Interstate 80 near Brookville.
After more than 25 years the fair has achieved its
goal of building out the fairgrounds from a tract
of 54 acres that was donated to them. Last year
the fair was the beneficiary of a major donation
which provided for installation of new water
lines.

The outstanding accomplishments of Jefferson
County Fair have been achieved through the ef-
forts of hundreds of volunteers who have donat-
ed their time and effort as well as many sponsors
and contributors who have provided the finan-
cial resources.

Sound System Design, Installation,
Repairs and Upgrades

Live Sound Reinforcement

Wired and Wireless Networks

ELECTRONICS
724-941-2000

www.studio2000sound.com

Video Surveillance Systems

ZONEII

Accepting the award from Ben Haaegen is Crystal Glass
and Bruce Hassinger

Beaver Community Fair has been selected for
this year’s Zone 2 Fair Award. Beaver Communi-
ty Fair is real down home, country fair that has
been going strong since 1928 celebrating agri-
culture, food and country living. The seven day
event is held the third full week of September
with a myriad of exhibits including but not lim-
ited to sewing, photography, garden produce,
farm products, livestock, truck and tractor pulls
and the list goes on. They also encourage the
youth with many contests such as nail driving,
pedal pulls, corn shelling, tug of war as well as
providing many musical events and midway
rides. Beaver Community Fair is proud to serve
Snyder County and the surrounding communi-
ties. If you are looking for a great time and a
welcoming fair ... make a visit to Beaver Commu-
nity Fair in September. Quoting one the fair di-
rectors: “The Fair is always a better place as a
participant than just an attendee. Bring the kids
and enter them in the kids’ games. Get a team
together for the tug of war or consider enter
something from your garden in the produce de-
partment.” We offer our sincere congratulations
to Beaver Community Fair.

PA County Fairs:

GROWIEING

THE FUTURE




ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS

ZONE 111

Accepting the award from Zone Chair Debbie, John
E. Holbert, Peggy Zembower, Bill Hoover.

The fair will celebrate its 150th year anniversary in 2024.
Staging an agricultural fair every year since it was char-
tered in 1874, (with the exception of 1 ware ear and the
COVID year). Originally conducted on the town’s streets,
in 1875 the Directors borrowed funds to purchase land
outside the town’s limits. By 1901 the loan was paid off
and the Agricultural Society was in the black. During the
early years local residents witnessed their first manned
balloon flight, their first airplane fight, and their first mo-
torized form of transportation. In 1936 an official USTA %
mile race track was built utilizing WPA manpower. Since
year one both horses and race cars have completed on
that track, a practice that continues today. We embrace
the history of the race track, as well as other aspects of
our fairgrounds, such as the 1927 built 18’ high coffee pot
which now stands at our main entrance. A 2019 fire just
one week after the fair gutted a portion of the office build-
ing, destroying many records. But with community sup-
port a more efficient complex was rebuilt. With the help
of an active Jr. Fair Board and dedicated volunteers the
future looks bright. Promoting the agricultural industry,
plus educating and entertaining the public is their goal
each year.

ZONE1V
Accepting the award from Zone Chair Kevin Abigail Nissley, Matt
Swartz

This Fair truly lived up to last year’s theme - Working Together To Keep
The Tradition Alive. They are the full package. They have continued to
grow over the past 49 fair seasons to be the place where the community
gathers, exhibits, is entertained, celebrates the agricultural heritage of
the county, and supports local businesses.

This fair has come a long way since its first fair with one exhibit tent, one
food stand, a few rides, no livestock, no commercial vendors, and no
entertainment. Over 100 volunteers now work together to provide a fair
that is truly an “American Tradition”. It now boasts over 3000 competi-
tive exhibits, over 40 food stands, over 150 commercial vendors, over
800 head of livestock, multiple contests and three stages for entertain-
ment acts.

The fair is always looking for new ideas that will appeal to the public.
They feature a Baby Photo Contest, a Senior Citizens Day, an impressive
Petting Zoo tent with interactive displays, and beautiful displays of com-
petitive entries. This year they added a new “2-by-4 Woodworking con-
test” where exhibitors could cut, drill, turn or shape one 8-foot 2 x 4 into
a crafted item. Many entries were featured during the contest’s first
year, and several exhibitors elected to donate their creations to the fair’s
annual auction.

This fair encourages youth participation and volunteerism, thereby
building a pipeline of future fair leaders. One of their outstanding youth
was selected as the Zone’s “2022 Junior Fair Person of the Year” as a
result of his extensive involvement with exhibiting, volunteering, and his
impressive livestock security gate project that he engineered on his own
and solicited thousands of dollars in sponsorships to complete. Another
young lady has taken her passion for agriculture and her experiences as
a PA Fair Queen to take on a leadership role with the Fair’s queen pro-
gram.

The fair is unique in that their fairgrounds are located on the school dis-
trict’s property, and their competitive exhibits building and parking are-
as are provided by the neighboring church. They have mastered the fine
art of cooperation to successfully partner with these two key organiza-
tions.

From Frog Jumping to a Skid Steer Rodeo to numerous livestock shows,
this fair does an outstanding job of opening up the world of an agricul-
tural fair to patrons young and old.

Because of their efforts, dedication, commitment, and ability to build win
-win relationships with their volunteers, vendors, sponsors and vendors,
our Zone is proud to award this year’s Fair of Year to

The Elizabethtown Fair!
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PSACF OUTGOING DIRECTORS

Sherman

The Board had 5 member retire af-
ter a combined 64 years of service.

C. Sherman Allen
John Berne

John Blaney, Jr
Susan Hahn
Glenn Stoltzfus



DIRECTORS/OFFICERS

2022 - 2023 PSACF Directors 2022 - 2023 PSACF Directors

PSACF
Left: Out
Going Pres-
ident Sam
Right:
Incoming
President
Martha

2022-2023 Out Going President Jimmy Snyder and
PSSA Officers and Directors Incoming Jimmy Houghton Jr.




FARM SHOW AWARDS PRESENTED BY HEIDI SVONAVEC

Bill Hoover from Bedford Coun- | | Linda Rooker from Fayette Alton Strong from Indiana

ty Fair accepting 1st place PA County Fair accepting 1st place County Fair accepting Home-

Preferred by Tierra Lochner Angel Food Cake by Shelia Su- made Chocolate cake by Sharon
han Karlhelm

2022 SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS PRESENTED BY SALLY NOLT
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Over 130 departed
were remembered in
the Memorial Service.
Ben Haagen recalls
them as Queen Anna
places a memorial
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C OMMUNIC AT ION

By: Martha Ebersole

We had another great convention this year, and it was great to see the Communications area overflowing
with so many great entries! Congratulations to all the winners.
This year’s communication breakfast was well attended, but there’s always room for more - make it part of
your plan for next year. I motivated the people at the breakfast with a poem that [ saw on a sign at a yard
sale. (Yes, [ bought the sign.) The poem was written by John Wesley a United Methodist pastor.
Do all the GOOD you can
By all the MEANS you can
In all the WAYS you can
In all the PLACES you can
At all the TIMES you can
To all the PEOPLE you can
As long as EVER you can
[ focused on one word out of this poem to focus on... CAN.
Do all the Good you can, make very day a good day. Do good to and for others you will be rewarded. Be the
reason that someone smiles today. There are two things you are in total control of in life, your attitude and
what you do.
By all the Means you can (method). We all have different ways of doing things. Be open to and welcome
other ideas.
In all the Ways you can. There are many ways to do things, don’t always think it has to be done your way.
Work together as a team.
In all the Places you can. On the fairgrounds there are a lot of places that you can help. There are other
places you could volunteer too, 4-H, FFA, Grange, Lions Club, and churches.
At all the Times you can. Use your time wisely and efficiently. Time is non-refundable use it with good in-
tention.
To all the People you can. Treat others the way you would like to be treated.
As long as Ever you can. Don’t give up. Keep going and doing as long as you can. Be gentle with yourself
you're doing the best you can do.
Always try to have a positive outlook!
Be strong enough to stand alone
Smart enough to know when you need help, and
Brave enough to ask for it.
Have a GREAT FAIR Growing the Future




L@wa%élamm Varch 2023
Submitted by Karen Dobson

The PA Fair Queen Program held its annual meeting on February 22. The following members were elected as of-
ficers for 2023: Judy Kmetz, Chairman; Ruth Trumbetta, Vice-Chairman; Karen Dobson, Secretary and Gary
Moore, Treasurer. The following appointments were made: Karen Dobson and Amy Utegg, State Contest Coordi-
nators; Bryndil Kemler, Events and Publicity Coordinator; and Amy Hawn, Jamie Kempher, Judy Kmetz, and Ruth
Trumbetta, Fundraising Committee.

A special thank you to John Berne from the McKean County Fair on his many years of commitment and service as
Chairman of the Queen program. John is one of our biggest fans. He loves being a part of what he always fondly
calls the “glitz and glamour of the convention”. He is extremely proud of the way the Queen board and committee
chairs work tirelessly all year long to improve and grow this program. Please keep John in your thoughts and
prayers as he takes some much needed downtime to rest, restore and get stronger. His goal is to return to con-
vention so he can emcee the queen coronation once again. We are rooting for him.

Zones 1 and 3 are reminded to elect a Director to the PA Fair Queen Program Board at the October 2023 fall zone
meetings. The Director’s term runs March 1, 2024 through February 29, 2026.

Lebanon Area Fair Queen Chloe Bomgardner of Lebanon County was crowned the 2023 Pennsylvania Fair Queen
on Saturday, January 21 at the 110th annual convention of the Pennsylvania State Association of County Fairs
and Pennsylvania State Showmen’s Association.

Bomgardner was one of 58 contestants who were evaluated by a panel of three judges on their written and
speaking skills, knowledge of the fair and agricultural industries, and their poise and personal presentation in
business attire.

Chloe is the daughter of Corwin and Tara Bomgardner. Agricul-
ture and the Lebanon Area Fair have always been an important
part of her life. She assists her family with raising Holstein show
heifers, dairy beef, chickens, and market hogs. She is an active
member of the Northern Lebanon FFA Chapter, serving as vice
president. She is also a current president of the NorLebCo 4-H
Dairy Club. Chloe enjoys participating in the Lebanon Area Fair
by showing her animals and volunteering in fair food stands. Her
plans include attending college to major in Large Animal Science.

- '}?‘T gés@»

York State Fair Queen Sarah Rehmeyer, 18, of York County was
selected as 2023 Alternate. The daughter of William and Lisa
Rehmeyer, Sarah’s agricultural experience started at age 6 as a
member of the York County 4-H Goat Club and continued as a
member of FFA during high school. She has volunteered with var-
ious 4-H and STEM events as well as the York County Birthing
Center. She is currently attending college studying Analytical
Chemistry.

The other top five finalists were New Holland Farmers Fair RS » .
Queen Kendell Moats; Fayette County Fair Queen Isabel 2023 PA Fair Queen Chloe Bomgardner
Poorbaugh; and Huntingdon County Fair Queen Evangeline
McGargle. See Queen on following page .......
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From Queen Previous Page ...

Abigail Jerome, from Luzerne County and representing the Bloomsburg Fair, was chosen as Miss Congeniality by
her fellow contestants.

“As local fair queens, these young people are ambassadors for their communities, for agriculture, and for Pennsyl-
vania,” said Agriculture Secretary Russell Redding. “Their advocacy and passion play a critical role in connecting
fair visitors and people across the Commonwealth to agriculture.” He added, “Chloe has already accomplished so
much for agriculture, and she certainly has a bright future ahead.”

Each of the 58 contestants prepared a brief speech highlighting why people should come to her county or commu-
nity fair and wrote an essay about the fair’s significance in her local community. They were each interviewed by
the panel of three judges and gave a stage introduction during the PA Fairs’ annual banquet. The top five finalists
were chosen and gave impromptu answers on a theme for the Pennsylvania Fair Queen Program. Bomgardner
answered that her theme would be Growing The Next Leaders. “The PA Fair Queen Program is not just a program
to name the next PA Fair Queen, but a program to develop leaders from all 108 fairs throughout Pennsylvania.
Whether you are crowned the PA State Fair Queen tonight, or you go home the same county fair queen you were,
you are all winners and you are all taking the next step in life to become the next leaders in the agriculture indus-
try,” said Bomgardner.

Both Chloe and Sarah will receive scholarships from the Pennsylvania State Association of County Fairs at the end
of their reigns in January 2024. They were crowned by outgoing Alternate Rebecca Williamson from the American
Legion County Fair and the 2022 PA Fair Queen Anna Haldeman from the Manheim Community Farm Show.

L-R: Miss Congeniality Abigail Jerome, Bloomsburg Fair; Finalist Evangeline McGargle, Huntingdon County Fair; 2023 PA Fair
Queen Alternate Sarah Reymeyer, York State Fair; 2023 PA Fair Queen Chloe Bomgardner, Lebanon Area Fair; Finalist Isabel
Poorbaugh, Fayette County Fair; and Finalist Kendell Moats, New Holland Farmers Fair.

The 2023 Queen and Alternate will travel the state this year representing Pennsylvania’s rich agricultural heritage
and serving as an ambassador for the fair association.

The PA Fair Queen Program wishes to thank its 2023 sponsors and everyone who supported its fundraising efforts
at the convention.

# #
Photos courtesy of Tim McGowan Studios
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COMMUNICATION AWARDS

(Left) BILLBOARD  (Right) BRO-
1st Luzerne Cien- CHURE
na Pace 1st Centre County
2nd Huntingdon ~ Maryann Haagen
Evangeline 2nd Gratz
McGargle Bruce Koppen-
3rd Carbon  Kris- haver
tin Simmons 3rd Harford

Emily Hawley

(Left) CREATIVE (Right) FACE-
FAIR IDEA BOOK

1st Potter County 1st Manheim
Judi Truton 2nd West Alexan-
2nd Cameron der

Jami Kempher 3rd Oley

3rd York State Shirley Moyer

(Left) FAIR DIS- (Right) PREMIUM
PLAY TABLE TABLOID

1st Huntingdon 1st Bedford Barb
Evangeline Mearkle
McGargle 2nd Elizabeth-

il 2nd Oley Mari town Abigail Nis-
eHaas sley

3rd Warren Cas- 3rd Gratz Bruce
sie Dahlrymple Koppenhaver

(Left) PLACEMAT  (Right) FAIR DIS-
1st Elizabethtown PLAY FLOOR
Abigail Nissley 1st Oley Linda
2nd Fayette Jes-  Shirey
sica Hudack 2nd Allentown
3rd Hookstown Allison Emanuel
Isabel Poorbaugh 3rd Huntingdon
Evangeline
McGargle
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COMMUNICATION AWARDS

(Left) SCRAPBOOK  (Right) POWER-
COVER TRADI- POINT

TIONAL 1st Oley Kevin
1st Middletown Bieber

2nd Warren Cas- 2nd Bedford Bar-

sie Dahlrymple bara Mearkle

3rd Wattsburg 3rd Warren Cassie
Tina Curtis Dahlrymple

(Left) NON- (Right) PROMO-
PREMIUM TAB- TIONAL MATERI-
LOID ALS

1st Clearfield Da-  1st Oley Marie
vid L. Hallstom Haas

2nd Perry Martha 2nd Spartansburg
Ebersorl Connie Sitterley
3rd Centre Co 3rd Warren Cassie

Grange Lisa Bulter Dahlrymple

(Left) SCRAPBOOK  (Right) SCRAP-
DIGITAL BOOK COVER DIG-
1st Bloomsburg ITAL
2nd Bedford Barb 1st Bedford Barb
Mearkle Mearkle
3rd Spartansburg  2nd Clearfield Da-
Connie Sitterley vid L. Hallstom

3rd Bloomsburg

(Left) VIDEO TAPE  (Right) WEBSITE
1st Allentown Alli- 1st Oley Linda

son Emanuel Shirey

2nd Oley Marie 2nd Washington
Haas Wayne Hunnell
3rd Bedford Barb  3rd Bedford Barb
Mearkle Mearkle
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COMMUNICATION AWARDS

(Left) PREMIUM  (Right) SCRAP-
BOOK BOOK TRADI-
1st Spartansburg TIONAL

Connie Sitterley  1st Middletown
2nd Elizabeth- 2nd Wattsburg

town Abigail Tina Durtis
Nissley 3rd Warren
3rd Oley Shirley  Cassie Dahlrym-
Moyer ple

Dley v

. T
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m the PA State Fair Queen

Hello! My name is Chloe Bomgard-
ner and I am the 17-year-old
daughter of Corwin and Tara Bom-

gardner of Jonestown, Lebanon
| County. I enjoy living on a small
farm with 8 of my siblings where
we raise Holstein show heifers,
chickens, beef, market hogs, and
crop farm small grains. Growing up
I was homeschooled. In 9th grade,
however, I started taking Agricul-
tural classes through my local high school. There I got in-
volved in the Northern Lebanon FFA chapter and soon be-
came the Chapter Treasurer. After serving as Treasurer for 2
years, | was elected to serve as the 2022-2023 Northern
Lebanon FFA Vice President. This organization has impacted
my life tremendously, and I credit most of my opportunities
and experiences to it. Throughout the course of my FFA ca-
reer, I have had the opportunities to compete in multiple
Career and Leadership Development Events(CDEs and
LDEs) at the county, regional, and state levels, becoming a
state finalist multiple times. My favorite CDEs and LDEs in-
clude Parliamentary Procedure and Prepared Public Speak-
ing. Aside from Contests and in-school activities, FFA opens
up many opportunities outside of the classroom. Through
FFA, I was even able to start my very first market hog pro-
ject this past year that I got to show at the Lebanon Area
Fair! I credit my involvement in FFA to my older siblings and
family members who were all involved before me.

Their involvement in 4-H inspired me to be a part of that
organization growing up as well. I joined the NorLebCo 4-H
Dairy club when I was just 8 years old, showing my first heif-
er calf that same year. Since then, I have held many office

positions in that club including Reporter, Vice President, and
the current President for the past two years. Showing dairy
cows has always been a passion of mine!

My earliest memories at the Lebanon area Fair include
watching my older siblings walk around the ring with their
own cows, waiting for my turn to do the same! At a very
young age, [ would exhibit many home and garden exhibits
such as cakes, eggs, vegetables, and many more.

When I turned 8, I showed my very first heifer calf! Since
then, every year you can either find me in the dairy barns, pig
barn or anywhere volunteering and making memories with
my family and friends throughout the fairgrounds. My fair
has taught me many life lessons and skills such as the im-
portance of hard work, responsibility, patience, volunteer-
ism, and sportsmanship. Apart from showing at the Lebanon
Area Fair, I also show my dairy cows at other local, state, and
national shows, including other county fairs. From showing
at those other county fairs, I have grown to understand and
appreciate that all county fairs have their own unique tradi-
tions for bringing PA agriculture and tourism to their com-
munities, and I am excited to experience them and serve as
an ambassador for all Pennsylvania fairs through the Penn-
sylvania State Association of County Fairs.

Lastly, [ want to thank all of my family and friends who sup-
ported me throughout the years. And all of my agricultural
endeavors! I also want to thank the Lebanon Area Fair for
the opportunity to represent my county at the State Pageant,
as well as the many people who helped me prepare for it. I
am excited for the year ahead and the many opportunities
and friendships I will make!

Sincerely, Chloe Bomgardner
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pennsylvania

DEFARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

We all know fair boards began planning this year's fairs the
day after the gates closed on their 2022 events. In 2023, we
are once again faced with the challenge of keeping

department 8 im the limelight withouwt the star of the show:

poultny.

hamy fairs have hosted alternative contests and activities to
spread the word about HPAI to keep these exhibits active.
haybe your fair can host a pen decorating or poster contest,
virtual chidken judging, or even faux showmanship. Consider a

themed scrapbook, speech or photography comtest. It's
important the exhibitors in this department hawve an
opportunity to shine! If your fair is looking for ideas, dcheck
out the Fair Fund’s webpage on the department’s website or
reach owt to the fair office directly; you can also obtain
informational materials on the USDA's website as well.

We'd love to hear about what your fair is planning! Please
send us your ideas and photos so we can share them with youwr
fellow PSACF members.

A few immportant reminders:

*  Poultry: The Pennsylvania Departrment of
Agricufture’s HPAI General Quarantine Orders are still

in effect

*  Swine: The Swine Quarantine order is still in place.
Swine Health Monitor Traiming is offered by Penn
State Extension and must be remewed annually.

= Rabbits: There is pg current prolibifign of out-of-stote
rabbits for exhibition ot Pennsylvania Fairs. Sections
1% & 16 of the 2023 Animal Health Rules for PA Fairs
contain both requirements and recommendations
related to rabbit exhibition at the fairs.

Tracy Barone

FY 20232024

Capital Improvement Matching Funds Applications are Due
June 30! Be sure to begin your applications early. Remember,
you'll need to include meeting minutes and the signature page
with your application submission.

Welcome Jenny Groff!
We're excited to
imtroduce lenmy Groff,
the new fair office
program assistant with
the PA Department of
Agriculture. lenny
comes to us with a
wealth of knowledge
and experience. A
2018 Cum Laude
graduate of the
Pennsyhania State
University, she holds a
bachelor's degree in animal science with a minor in ag
business management. A Center County native, lennmy has
been invelved with 4-H and FFA where she raised and showed
dairy cattle, beef cattle, market steers, rabbits, and market
poats. She currently owns White Birch Boer Goats, Belted
Galloways and breeds registered Charolais. She has spent
many hours volunteering with the Centre County Grange Fair
{her home fair] where she is a leader in the Goats Galore 4-H
Clubr and volunteers with animal shows and supreme
showmanship competitions. She's held internships with the PA
Farm Bureau, AgChoiceFarmn Credit, Centre County 4-H and
wias 3 press imtern with the PA Department of Ag. Jenny is a
real asset to our team, and we are deliphted to have her on
board!

Website Resources

Poultry:
. AEricuture. inmss | mrks B

200uerantine}200rder 5300 ancelations 2 0ok 20 Exhibitions %20, pdf

Swines
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PA Fairs Special Baking Contest March 2023
Submitted by Karen Dobson

Congratulations to Bedford County Fair, Fayette County Fair, Green Township Community Association
(Cookport Fair), and Kempton Fair on having a Special Baking Contest first-place winner at the 2023 PA
Farm Show!

The PA Fairs Special Baking Contest Committee is pleased to announce that all four contests will be con-
ducted in 2023. The Pennsylvania Egg Farmers will again be sponsoring the fair premiums and the PA
Farm Show competition for the Angel Food Cake contests. PA Preferred® contests will remain a spon-
sor for the Junior Baking Cookies, Brownies and Bars competitions. PSACF will be sponsoring the PA
Farm Show prizes for the Homemade Chocolate Cake and the Blue Ribbon Apple Pie contests.

Fairs that wish to participate this year must do two (2) things:

Sign Up! Make sure your fair is registered to be in the 2023 database. This ensures that your bak-
ing coordinator will receive notifications and updates throughout the year. Fairs may sign up
online using the Google form link or the paper form in the packet.
https://forms.gle/b2hscYMWgSA2wVe87

Download the Special Baking Contest Packet - the packet can be accessed from the website -
https://www.pafairs.org/p/members/baking-contest
This packet contains participation instructions and the current contest rules to be used at all
participating 2023 fairs. Additional information such as press releases and PA Farm Show con-
test instructions for winners will be distributed at the spring zone meetings and posted on the
pafairs.org website.

Reminders for 2023!
All ribbons for the 2023 fair contests are the responsibility of the fair. There are no sponsored rib-
bons provided.

The PA Preferred Junior Baking contest is only for youth ages 8-18 at the time of the fair. The Angel
Food Cake, Homemade Chocolate Cake, and Blue Ribbon Apple Pie contests are open to adults
and youth contestants.

The PA Preferred Junior Baking entries must be either cookies, brownies, or bars only. Recipes
must include a minimum of two (2) PA Preferred ingredients. Ingredients may be labeled as PA
Preferred but can also be purchased from local sources such as community farms and markets.
The recipes must specifically list the PA Preferred ingredient and its source.

Every participating fair must submit the Contest Summary Report so that the PA Special Baking
Contest committee knows who the eligible contestants are for the state competition at the 2024
PA Farm Show. Summary reports are requesting winners’ email addresses so we can contact
them directly with PA Farm Show information.

The Farm Show Certification Entry forms for the fair winners are now handled by the PA Special
Baking Contest Committee. Fairs will be contacted if no summary report has been received

within thirty (30) days of their fair.

HHH
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M&G LEGISLATIVE UPDATE-PSACF
HARRISBURG OVERVIEW

On Tuesday, January 3", the House and Senate convened the 2023-24 legislative session and began to organize
internal rules and leadership. As we explain below, the House has had a much more challenging start to session
than the Senate.

House

Prior to November, Republicans held a safe majority in both the House (113-89) and Senate (29-21). However,
for the first time in over a decade, Democrats secured a majority of seats (102) in the House. Republicans lost
12 seats, bringing them down to 101 seats.

It's important to note that three seats were vacated at the start of the new session:
Representative Tony DeLuca (D-Allegheny)
Passed away on October 9, 2022.
Representative Summer Lee (D-Allegheny)
Elected to Congress.
Representative Austin Davis (D-Allegheny)
Elected as the next Lieutenant Governor.

These three vacancies brought Democrats back down to 99 seats and put Republicans in the majority with 101
seats. However, it is anticipated that the Democrat candidates for these seats will win the February 7™ special
election. The House Majority would then likely go back to the Democrats.

One of the first agenda items in a new session is for Representatives to elect a Speaker of the House. While Re-
publicans and Democrats each had their nominees, several Republicans changed plans and arranged to join
Democrats in the election of Representative Mark Rozzi (D-Berks) for Speaker, so long as he changed his party
registration from Democrat to Independent. 1f he changed his party registration, that would bring the House ra-
tio to an even split between Republicans and Democrats (101-101). Rozzi received support from all House lead-
ership members but has since remained registered as a Democrat. Thus, if Democrats pick up all three vacant
seats in February, they will come back into the majority with 102 seats.

Since there are very close margins, it will take some time before we see stability and a clear majority par-
ty. Regardless of which party is in the majority, all bills will need bipartisan support to survive and suc-
cessfully make it to the Governor’s desk.

The House Republican leadership team is comprised of the following members:
Leader: Bryan Cutler (R-Lancaster)
Whip: Tim O’Neal (R-Washington)
Appropriations Chair: Seth Grove (R-York)
Caucus Chair: George Dunbar (R-Westmoreland)
Caucus Secretary: Martina White (R-Philadelphia)
Policy Chair: Josh Kail (R-Beaver)
Caucus Administrator: Sheryl Delozier (R-Cumberland)

The House Democratic leadership team is comprised of the following members:
Leader: Joanna McClinton (D-Philadelphia)
Appropriations Chairman: Matt Bradford (D-Montgomery)
Whip: Jordan Harris (D-Philadelphia)
Caucus Chair: Dan Miller (D-Allegheny)
Caucus Secretary: Tina Davis (D-Bucks)
Policy Chair: Ryan Bizzarro (D-Erie)
Caucus Administrator: Mike Schlossberg (D-Lehigh)
See M&G next page.............
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From M&G previous page.............

We are expecting to see session schedules and committee chairmanships after the February special elec-
tions. In the meantime, the House seems to be at a standstill.

When the incoming House Agriculture and Tourism Committee Chairs are announced, we will make introduc-
tions (either virtually or in-person) and ensure that they are familiar with the PSACF board and all legislative
concerns.

Senate
Republicans will continue to hold the majority in the Senate (28-22). They recently announced their 2023-24
leadership team:

Senator Kim Ward (Westmoreland)- President Pro Tempore

Senate Joe Pittman (Indiana)- Majority Leader

Senator Ryan Aument (Lancaster)- Majority Whip

Senator Scott Martin (Lancaster)- Majority Appropriations Chair

Senator Kristin Phillips-Hill (York)- Majority Caucus Chair

Senator Camera Bartolotta (Washington)- Majority Caucus Secretary

On the Democratic side, the leadership team is comprised of the following members:
Senator Jay Costa (Allegheny)- Minority Leader
Senator Tina Tartaglione (Philadelphia)- Minority Caucus Whip
Senator Vincent Hughes (Philadelphia)- Minority Appropriations Chair
Wayne D. Fontana (Allegheny)-Minority Caucus Chair
Maria Collett (Montgomery)-Minority Caucus Secretary

The Senate Agriculture and Rural Affairs Committee Chairs will continue to be Majority Chair Elder Vo-
gel (R-Beaver) and Minority Chair Judy Schwank (D-Berks). The tourism committee, also known as the
Senate Community, Economic and Recreational Development Committee (CERD), has two new chairs
this session: Majority Chair Chris Gebhard (R-Lebanon) and Minority Chair Anthony Williams (D-
Philadelphia).

Shapiro Administration

On Tuesday, January 17", Josh Shapiro was sworn-in as the 48" Governor of Pennsylvania and has already start-
ed nominating his cabinet members. Of interest to the fairs, Russell Redding was nominated to continue to
serve as the Secretary of the Department of Agriculture. As you know, Redding served as Secretary of Agri-
culture under both Governor Tom Wolf and Governor Ed Rendell and previously served as Agriculture Policy
Advisor to U.S. Senator Harris Wofford.

In addition, Rick Siger was appointed to become the next Secretary of Community and Economic Development
(DCED). Siger is currently Chief of Staff to the President of Carnegie Mellon University and previously served
as Chief of Staff at the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy under the Obama Administration.

All cabinet appointees must be confirmed by the Senate with a two-thirds majority. In the meantime, they will
serve as acting secretaries.

Our office is fully prepared to work with the newly elected and appointed officials and will make sure the fairs
continue to have an active voice in the Capitol.

BUDGET LINE ITEM
Good news! The county fairs line item was fully funded in the 2022-23 budget at $4,000,000.

In addition, it should be noted that the budget provided an additional $32 million to combat the avian flu in-
cluding:
$1 million for additional staffing at the Department of Agriculture;
$25 million for indemnity payments to impacted farms; and
$6 million for increased laboratory surveillance activities.
See M&G next page.............
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From M&G previous page.............

Governor Shapiro’s first budget address for the 2023-24 Fiscal Year budget is scheduled for Tuesday, March
7™, Again, we’ll continue to advocate for the county fairs line item with the new administration as well as the
legislators.

LEGISLATION

Fireworks Legislation

Representative Frank Farry (R-Bucks) successfully advocated for the passage of HB 2157. The bill makes sev-
eral changes to the Fireworks Law of 2017 including:

Requires municipal permits to use display fireworks and allows for reasonable municipal fees;

Requires a 300-foot setback when using display fireworks;

Limits purchase, possession and usage of consumer fireworks to individuals 18 years and older;

Allows for municipalities to require permits and reasonable fees for the use of consumer fireworks;

Requires 150-foot use setback from all buildings and vehicles when using consumer fireworks;

Maintains the current tax rate at 12%, however clarification is added to state that the purchase price shall
not include state and local sales taxes,

Allows for municipalities to prohibit consumer fireworks between 10:00pm and 10:00am, except on July
2" 3" and 4™ and December 31% on which days use can be until 1:00 a.m. the following day. If July 4
falls midweek, use may occur until 1:00 a.m. on the immediately preceding and following Friday and
Saturday;

Increases penalties for violations of this law.

The bill passed the House and Senate and was signed into law as Act 74 of 2022 on July 11", 2022. It took ef-
fect on September 9™, 2022.

As always, please feel free to contact our office with any questions or concerns. We look forward to con-
tinuing to represent you in the 2023-24 legislative session.

Msgr. John W. Mignot PSACF Scholarship Program

The 2023 scholarship material has been posted to the association’s website. Funds are available for re-
leasing all 6 scholarships. Thanks to the number of individuals and Fairs that have donated, also to the
Spouse Program at Convention.

It is time for fairs to communicate with agricultural organizations and school counselors about the Mignot
Scholarship which is for those who are seeking higher education and have a relationship with the local
fair.

American Fairs & Exhibitions

The history of fairs is clouded and the record is less than complete. Nonetheless, the story
of mankind is replete with references to fairs, not in an institutional context, but as a part
of everyday social intercourse. A casual observer might conclude that fairs and exhibi-
tions came fresh out of eighteenth century western Europe, delivered to the colonial
docks of Boston and Halifax with a predisposed mission to serve agriculture and animal
husbandry.
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YOUNG
PROFESSIONALS

Written By: Maria Zaffuto

The PSACF Young Professionals Initiative had a

P very successful 2023 convention! We added several
&8 cvents and activities this year and had a great turn
out. Thank you to everyone who attended any and all
of the YPI events and activities! First and foremost, a

B special thank you goes out to two fairs who donated to

1 our program this year. Thank you to the Clearfield
J County Fair and the York State Fair for your donation.
8 Your sponsorship will allow us to continue our pro-
gramming reaching young professionals in the indus-
try. We also held our first fundraiser this year. This
was made possible by the gracious donations from
““= fairs and individuals across the entire state who do-
nated a total of 24 gift cards! We were overwhelmed by the support of those who donated and by those who partic-
ipated in our egg hunt fundraiser throughout the convention. With the help of these donations, we were able to
raise a total of $720 for future programming and events! We also look forward to using this money to once again
give away a free 2024 convention registration to an individual 40 and under.

Other convention YPI events included the Mentor Speed Dating session and the Lunch and Idea Swap. This was
the first year for the Mentor Speed Dating event. YPI would like to send a sincere thank you to the following who
volunteered their time to be mentors for this session: Tracy Barone, Bryan Blair, Greg Hallstrom, Sam Zaffuto, Kev-
in Bieber, Martha Ebersole, Jerry Bartlebaugh, Donna Kramer and Dick Horstman. We were very fortunate to have
mentors representing not only the Fair Association, but the Showmen’s Association and the Department of Agricul-
ture as well. We had a terrific response from this event and look forward to having it again next year. Each YPI
member had a chance to meet with each of the mentors “speed dating style” by getting to know each other in 8 mi-
nute networking conversations. Good conversation could be heard throughout the room as everyone rotated
throughout the stations. This is definitely a great session that you will want to attend next year! We heard great
feedback from individuals saying...”I learned a lot from the young people today” and also, “this was a great oppor-
tunity to network with professionals in the industry that I might not normally get a chance to spend one on one
time with.”

There was also a great turn out for the Lunch and Idea Swap held on Friday of the Convention. A free lunch was
offered, courtesy of our sponsors, as well as dessert donated by Angela’s Cookies to all those 40 and under who
wished to attend. After lunch, valuable conversations were had regarding industry specific topics. The session
closed out with a round table style discussion, door prize giveaways and a “pen pal” information swap. Each person
in attendance went home with another YPI member’s contact information from a different part of the state. Every-
one seemed excited to use the new connections that they made!

There have been some great discussions and questions posted on our Facebook Group Page since the convention,
let’s keep it up! For those 40 and under, feel free to join the PSACF Young Professionals Initiative group page.
We’ve also had some discussion about having a possible Zoom/Webinar session in the late spring before fair sea-
son, as well as in the fall, after fair season. It would be a great opportunity to stay connected and share ideas. Stay
tuned for possible future opportunities! If you are age 40 and under, we welcome you to join us! To be included in
future YPI Events and to stay up to date, please email Maria Zaffuto at mariazaffuto@gmail.com to have your name
added to our email list! Wishing you all a very successful fair season!
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Update from The Zones

Zone One -Sam Zaffuto
1 It won’t be long until fair sea-
son. I hope your plans are pro-
gressing well.

I'd like to congratulate the Jef-
ferson County Fair. They were honored as our
Zone One Fair of the Year at our recent con-
vention banquet. After more than 25 years the
fair has achieved its goal of building out the
fairgrounds from a tract of 54 acres that was
donated to them. Much of their success has
been through the efforts of hundreds of volun-
teers and sponsors who support their efforts.
Congratulations on your accomplishments!
Our spring zone meeting will be held Friday
April 21 at 6:30 pm at the Jeffersonb County
Fairgrounds. The fairgrounds is located just
off Interstate 80 and is easily accessible. |
hope your fair will be represented at this
meeting. During the meeting, our PSACF state
officers will update us on happenings of our
state association. Tracy Barone, our Fair Fund
Administrator plans to share an update from
the Department of Agriculture with us. Shan-
non Shaffer’s Catering will again be providing
our meal before our meeting. Please watch
your email at the end of March for more de-
tails as well as registration information.

g B

The Erie County Fair at Wattsburg has volun-
teered to conduct the raffle to support the
Msgr. John Mignot Memorial Scholarship pro-
gram. Our zone has raised over $6,000 to sup-
port the Scholarship program through these
raffles. Please come prepared to continue your
generous support of this worthwhile program.
If you have any highschool age students that
are involved with your fair, please let them
know they can apply for our scholarship.
PSACF awards six $1,000 scholarships annual-
ly. Details about the scholarship program are
available on the PSACF website: pafairs.org.
Please mark your calendars for our fall
zone meeting which will be held on Friday Oc-
tober 20. Our zone will be electing a repre-
sentative to the Queen Board for 2024 and
2025. If you are interested in serving on the
Queen Board, please stay tuned for more in-
formation.
Best of Luck for a successful 2023 fair!

2 Zone Two— Roger Dirlam
Good day to everyone.

As I sit here writing this letter, we are get-

ting a Northeaster. With spring, we hope,
right around the corner, everyone will be preparing
their grounds and buildings for the Fair Season.
Warmer temperatures and family and friends gather-
ing make us all think of the upcoming fairs.
Overall, we had a good convention with our key note
speaker, many vendors, round tables, and seminars.
Kutos to all who made this convention a success.
[ would like to thank Ben Haagen for presenting Zone
Fair for Zone Two to Beaver Community Fair.
Don’t forget that Msgr. John Mignot Scholarship appli-
cations are due June 30t%. Send applications to: Roger
Dirlam - 250 Sunrise Ave., Honesdale, PA 18431.
We will see you at the spring meeting at West End Fair
in Gilbert, PA.
The fall meeting will be at Montour Delong Communi-
ty Fair.
Everyone stay healthy and well. See you soon.

3 Zone Three— Debbie Stephenson

It just seems like last week we finished up
with Convention at Hershey. What a
great one it was! If you didn’t get to go
this year we hope you can attend next years. There
were a lot of educational seminars, table topics discus-
sions and judges school that if you didn’t take some-
thing back home to your fair you really missed it. Our
next Spring Meeting will be held at the Westmoreland
County Fair on Thursday, April 20th, There will be a
flyer coming out soon with all the details and one note
that is very important to please keep in mind some-
thing that you are going to do new or different at your
fair this year bring the idea with you. We are going to
see what’s happening around the Zone 3 fairs for
2023. Special shout out to the Bedford Fair for being
the Zone 3 Fair of the Year!! I could not get the words
out to describe it at the time of the award but was so
excited for them! My apologies. Also to Harry for be-
ing the PSACF Person of the year!! Congratulations!!
Also to our new President Martha Ebersole and Vice
President Craig Lash congratulations and we all look
forward to them being at our meetings. To our newly
crowned State Fair Queen Chloe Bomgardner from the
Lebanon Area Fair we wish you all the best in your
travels to and from each and every event you attend.

We are sure you will represent us well.
See Update next page .......
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See Update from previous .......

And the outgoing State Fair Queen Anna Halderman
what a great job you did representing us all year
long and as you described your journey across this
great state we could all envision the trip with you-a
job well done! [ hope each and every one of you
have received your packet of baking contests that
will be held at each of your fairs this year. If not
contact Karen Dobson or Kevin Bieber they will be
glad to assist you. As for our PSACF Directors we
will once again be visiting your fairs and seeing
what new and exciting events you have for your
fairs this year we look forward to seeing each and
every one of you. Good luck to all fairs this coming

year!
4

Zone Four — Kevin Bieber

[t was great to see many of you at
Hershey as we all gathered amongst
our fair family and friends. What a

great place to meet, share ideas and just plain old

“catch up” with each other.

[ would like to take this opportunity to thank our

past State Fair Queen Anna Haldeman for a great

year. Anna did an outstanding job in representing
our organization. She travelled many miles, took

part in many activities and certainly left lasting im-

pressions to all.

On behalf of Zone 4, a huge congratulations to Leba-
non Fair Queen Chloe Bomgardner who became the
new Pennsylvania State Fair Queen. We are excited
to see Chloe represent our organization and spread
the good word about fairs and agriculture.
Additional congratulations to the Elizabethtown
Fair for being named the Zone 4 Fair of the Year.
This fair continues to work hard at putting on a
great event for their community. Iwould encour-
age you to visit their fair this year.

As we all prepare for another fair season, just a
friendly reminder to invite your legislators to your
fair. Show them how proud you are of what you do
and hopefully they will become a “Superfan” of
your fair.

Please mark your calendars for the Zone 4 Dinner
Meeting which will be held on April 19th at Yoder’s
Restaurant in Lancaster. We were there for our
last meeting and many of you have expressed an
interest in coming back there. Please join us as |
am sure our Executive Team will have plenty to up-
date us on. Yes, we will have another 50/50 raffle
at the dinner.

The Zone 4 Director’s would like to wish all of you
the best of luck and good weather for your fair this
year. We also look forward to coming out and visit
with you. If there is anything we can do for you,
please reach out to us. Have a great fair season !

Modern Fairs

The core elements of those agricultural society events of the early 1800s - those early fairs - are at the
heart of the agricultural fair in North America today. Competition for the best agricultural and domestic
products of the county and/or community (or region or state), an annual celebrate for the community to
come together, to share, to learn.

Today, about 2,000 fairs are held in North America each year. Additionally, agricultural fairs can be
found throughout the United Kingdom, in Australia, Mexico and other countries. They provide industrial
exhibits, demonstrations and competition aimed at the advancement of livestock, horticulture and agri-
culture with special emphasis placed on educational activities such as 4-H, FFA and similar youth devel-
opment programs. Most fairs also provide exceptional educational activities to help today’s consumer
understand the importance of farming and the source of the food on their plate. While enjoying these
high-minded pursuits, fair visitors are also able to see, hear, touch, smell and taste the richness and vari-
ety of what the world has to offer.
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Message from Our Associates

— Galla Higinbotham
Happy March everyone!

The 2023 PSACF/PSSA convention at Hershey was a success and it was great to
see everyone that came. Welcome to all new associate members! | enjoyed meeting
many of you and exchanging ideas.

The Wednesday evening showcase of talent, a highlight of the convention, offered
a strong variety of styles of music, magic and comedy.

Lightning Audio Productions provided great lights and sound for the evening, as well
as for the rest of the week.

' 7 Mile Run was enjoyed during the Opening Celebration.

An added feature at the PSACF banquet was the “Pa Fairs on Parade”. Fairs had provided pictures of their
fair, which were then edited and compiled by Lightning Audio Productions, creating a colorful collage of
fairs across PA.

Susie McEntire Eaton, sponsored by Love Shine Agency, sang during dessert at the PSACF banquet and
Karges (mentalist Craig Karges), sponsored by Variety Attractions, entertained the audience with his
mind reading skills. Adam and the Armadillos, a popular regional Pennsylvania band, had everyone in
the spirit at the PSSA banquet.

The Trade Show was bustling with fairs and associates doing business, especially during the time ded-
icated for Trade Show visitation (11 - 1 Thursday and Friday). Having this time to conduct business built
into the convention schedule is of great value to associates and convention attendees alike.

On behalf of the associates, we thank everyone for your business. We are there for you and we thank
everyone who came through picking up business cards, promotional materials and who selected from
the very finest in professional goods and services.

A big thank you to Dick Horstman and his committee for all the work before, during and after the con-
vention to make the trade show such a success. Wholesale distributor W. A. DeHart offered complimen-
tary coffee (and more) daily to all exhibitors and everyone who came through the Trade Show. And
thank you to the fair board for sponsoring the “Sticker Game”, a popular tradition of recent years.

All associate members were mailed membership packets in February. If any associate member has not
received his/her package, please contact Harry at hreffner@centurylink.net.

All the best! Galla dangalla@uplink.net

h Welcome New Associates!

—

Associations

Randy Renard/Autumns Music Attractions, Thrill & Stunt Shows

Box 606 Ridgley St Orbisonia PA 17243 Prospect Pro Wrestling c/o Sidekick Media Ser-

Phone: (570) 898-6888 Phone 2: Fax: vices

WebSite: www.facebook.com/thebandpages E- 1619 Broadway Avenue Suite 100 Pittsburgh PA

Mail: randyrenard@yahoo.com 15216

Info: A cover variety band 50, 60, 70. Classic South- Phone: (412) 392-8390 Phone 2: Fax:

ern rock, Elvis, county some 80's. WebSite: www.prospectprowrestling.com E-Mail:
missy@sidekickmediaservices.com

Attractions, Miscellaneous Info: Professional wrestling entertainment.

American Excellence Wrestling (AXW)

PO Box 407 Hamburg PA 19526

Phone: (570) 982-0405 Phone 2: Fax:
WebSite: E-Mail: axw@americanwrestling.com
Info: Professional wrestling
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Sky High Skyler
8501 Blackstone Dr Colfax NC 27235
Phone: (336) 935-1626 Phone 2: Fax:

WebSite: E-Mail: skylerlight]l @gmail.com
Info: Sky High Skyler stilt walker, Roaming Circus Act

Carnivals (rides)

Main Event Amusements

PO Box 587 Solvay NY 13209

Phone: (315) 488-9357 Phone 2: Fax:

WebSite: www.maineventamusements.com E-Mail: al-
len@maineventsamusements.com Info: We showcase an
array of rides, with signature pieces such as the Music
Fest and the Merry Go Round, as well as many food and
game concessions.

Attractions, Animal/Zoo

Team Zoom Canine Entertainment
8892 Bunnel Hill Springboro OH 45066
Phone: (937) 607-4594 Phone 2: Fax:
WebSite: www.teamzoom.biz E-Mail: dan-

ielle@teamzoom.biz
Info: Dog Show.

Attractions, Thrill & Stunt Shows

Prospect Pro Wrestling c/o Sidekick Media Services
1619 Broadway Avenue Suite 100 Pittsburgh PA 15216
Phone: (412) 392-8390 Phone 2: Fax:

WebSite: www.prospectprowrestling.com E-Mail:
missy@sidekickmediaservices.com

Info: Professional wrestling entertaiment.

Insurance

SN Hawley Insurance Agency & Notary

341 Main Street PO Box 128 Spartansburg PA 16434
Phone: (814) 654-7044 Phone 2: Fax:

WebSite: snhawleyinsurance.com E-Mail: snhaw-
ley@outlook.com

Info: Local PA insurance agency. Specializing in Agri-
business, Farm & Fairs

Musical Attractions

Celtic Wood and Wires

915 W. Central Avenue South Williamsport PA 17702
Phone: (570) 419-9194 Phone 2: (717) 357-1820 Fax:
WebSite: www.celticwoodandwires.com E-Mail:
celticwoodandwires@gmail.com

Info: A 5 member acoustic band playing songs & tunes
from Ireland, Scotland & a bit of Appalachian.

Little Rock Productions

449 Vista Dr Hershey PA 17033

Phone: (717) 215-8719 Phone 2: Fax:

WebSite: www.littlerockcountry.com E-Mail: littlerock-
productions1@gmail.com

Info: Country and Rock band entertainment and live
sound production.

Special Services
Fairology

355 N Park St Sykesville PA 15865

Phone: (814) 771-6791 Phone 2: Fax:

WebsSite: fairology.com E-Mail: mariazaffuto@gmail.com
Info: Management Solutions - Social media, website de-
sign, email marketing, entertainment booking, video
production, vendor/sponsorship management.

Special Services

Ruby ATM

3720 Spruce St. Suite #463 Philadelphia PA 19184
Phone: (215) 703-7148 Phone 2: Fax:

WebSite: rubyatm.com E-Mail: justink@rubyatm.com
Info: Full service ATM provider.

Talent/Booking

Cox Entertainment

152 Douglas Drive New Castle PA 16101

Phone: (724) 971-2240 Phone 2: Fax:

WebSite: E-Mail: coxentertainmentpa@gmail.com

Info: Entertainment Booking Agency

Events

Tower Porter Old Home Week

9 North Hand Street Tower City PA 17980

Phone: (717) 460-5988 Phone 2: Fax:

WebSite: tpoldhomeweek.org E-Mail: blaster]1 @epix.net
Info: Annual Carnival with rides, games, great food, fire-
works and entertainment. Fairgrounds located 1 Mid-
way Road Tower City.

Directory Change

Honky Tonk Twins

PO Box 1368

Frederick, MD 21702

E-Mail: The HonkyTonkTwins@gmail.com
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PSACF
Association
Update

110th PSACF/PSSA Convention

The theme “PA County Fairs: Growing the Future” opened the Convention held at the Hershey Lodge and Convention Center
January18th - 21st. Registration for this year’s event was 1386. The trade show had 139 booths, 58 participants in the Queen
Contest, the spouse’s program which aids the Scholarship fund saw an increase from last year in their fund raising, the PSACF
banquet Thursday night had 660 in attendance, the Queen banquet Saturday night had 780 in attendance. Workshops, semi-
nars, and table topics were held all 4 days. Spouse’s programs had the Bag & Basket bingo, Valentine Wreath, and a Paint & Sip
Mobile Party. Wednesday night the Talent Showcase had 16 acts performing. A new feature of the Convention was Parade of
Fairs during the Thursday night banquet. Youth Day on Saturday was in its 2nd year and plans our meeting made for the 111th
Convention. The YPI program also in its 2nd year was successful and continues to grow.

Thursday prior to the opening celebration 7 Mile Run entertained the audience followed by Brittany Hodak our keynote speak-

er sponsored by Full Pull Productions. During desert at the PSACF banquet Susie McEntire Eaton had entertainment. Secretary
Russell Redding and former House Representative David Millard were recognized. 5 outgoing State directors were given
plagues for their service. The 4 Zone awards were presented. Presentation of symbolic checks was given to the recipients of the
Msgr. Scholarship. The installation of our new President Martha Ebersole, and a presentation to the outgoing Sam Zaffuto fol-
lowed. The 2022 Fair Person, Harry Reffner was announced. Craig Karges provided by Variety Attractions magical entertain-
ment. Friday had the Communication breakfast and the winners for the various categories were announced. The Memorial Ser-
vice had Ben Haagen conducting the service, where 130 were remembered. Dan & Galla providing back ground music during
the service. The Annual Meeting was held Friday with 67 fairs in attendance, the Farm Show baking awards were presented .
The PSSA banquet held in the evening had Adam and the Armadillos perform for the banquet. Saturday drawings took place for
the trade show, PSACF, and PSSA. In the evening the Coronation Banquet took place, 58 young ladies vied for the title of 2023
Pennsylvania Fair Queen. Chloe Bomgardner from the Lebanon Area Fair was crowned with the title. Preparations are under
way for the 111th annual convention January 17-20, 2024 at Hershey, be sure to mark your calendars. We wish to Thank our
longtime sponsors and welcome 2 new ones West Media Group and Indiana Ticket.

Recent Mailing

All associate members were mailed membership packets in February. If any associate member had not received their packet,
please contact the association office. Due notices to Fairs were mailed earlier this month. If your Fair has not received the due
notice please contact me.

Judging School
Attendance at the school was 90. The 2023 Judging Reference List will be made available shortly.

Fair Persons

Junior Fair applications are due October 1st, applications will be available April 1st on our website. Senior Fair applications are
due November 1st.

Iafe Zone 1 Meeting
Early registrations are still open at this time through April 2nd. See information on page 8.

North East Community Fair
[ was notified that the Fair will not be joining PSACF. This brings our total Fairs to 107.

FHavny
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