forging
history

by Dale Montagne
The'bronze life-sized sculpture depicts the
expansion the railroad brought to the United
States and especially Palestine, Texas.
Through the action and motionof the figure,
Montagne has illustrated the hard work it took
to build the railroad. The base represents the
varied landscapes and locations of the
countryside. Palestine is depicted with its
trees and depot. The rail surrounding the
middle of the sculpture and his action of
splitting the rail is the conquering of the
countryside making way for commerce and
travel. The rail construction in 1872 through
Palestine linked many rail lines resulting in
economic growth. The movement of the man
represents the many men and women who
worked for the railroad.
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