Pasco County Fair Hog Committee

P.O. Box 1221
Dade City, FL 33526
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Dedicated to:

Gail Stout

A loyal member of the Pagco County Fair Hog Committee. Forever committed to
educating our youth to prepare them for their future. The Pageo County Fair Hog
Committee thanke Gail for the many years of gervice ghe hag provided to our
committee.

This publication is for educational purposes only. It may not be reproduced or sold. This
information is a starting point for your project. You are strongly encouraged to talk to
experienced swine producers, read scholarly articles, and continue to learn about the hog
project beyond what can be found in this book. Knowledge is power. The more you know,
the better your hog will grow!

** Revised August 2017
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Hog Broject Timeline

For some of you it may be your first time showing a
hog. If that is the case, having an idea of what you
should be doing and when might be helpful to you. The
following timeline is only ONE example of what you
might be doing during each month of your hog project.

Fun Fact:
Pigs are among the
smartest of all
domesticated
animals and are even
smarter than dogs.







Where should my hog live?

Pig pens come in all shapes and sizes. Making sure
your hog has a clean, dry, and safe place to live is an
important part of your project.

“Floor Plang”

The floor your pig lives on can effect their health and eafety. Make sure you regearch your
floorg and have a plan!

Floor Type: Safety: Cleanliness: Cost:
Dirt Pige enjoy rooting in the dirt  Should be cleaned daily. ~ Does not cogt much to build.
and there ig nothing for them  Stayg pretty clean if your  Your only cost would be for
to glip on. Dirt may allow  pen ig large enough and your your structure.
greater chance of paragites  water doeen’t leak. If your $
infecting your pige. dirt ig very dry you should

gpray it to avoid the dust
getting in your hog’s eyes,
throat, and noge.

Concrete Make sure your pen ig not Eagy to clean. Canbe  Cogtly to build. Some people

“dlick” concrete. It should  sprayed out with a hoge. Can el that ghavingg can help
have some texture to it 0 be bleached if needed. Very  pige to prevent injury on

your pige can not glip if it eagy to tell what needs conerete.
becomeg wet. cleaning. Your pig stays very $ $ $
clean if you keep your pen
clean.
Sand Pige enjoy rooting in the  White gand makes it eagy to Sand may have to be
P A T gand and it’s not slippery.  see waste and keep your replaced yearly.
1 W Moisture i¢ drained nicely.  pen clean. Your pig’s skin ig $ $
s not irritated by thie cand.
' l

| Fun Fact: '
There are around 2 |

} bilon pigs n the "l ! ‘
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It ig important that you provide shefter for your pige.
Pige can sunburn eagily and it hurts them just ag
much ag it hurte you! Thig pig pen hag a tall shelter,
but you can make it ag low ag 4, which will help
protect your pige from the hot sun.

Make sure you know
the wildlife in your area and
plan your pen to protect your hog
from wild animals. You may want
something taller than traditional /
hog panel.

Pen Size: Many people have different ideag about pen gize. Ag a general rule of
thumb, a full-grown pig neede 8O-I00 square feet of living epace per pig.
Making sure your pen ie comfortable for your pig will help it to avoid etrese and
allow your hog to grow. When a pig ie stressed, it won’t grow ag well.




One of the things you will need to do is choose a pig
feeder. You may choose to use an automatic feeder or a
clip on feeder. The automatic feeder is a good solution if
you are not monitoring your pig’s daily feed intake. The
automatic feeder should be clipped open the first few
days after getting your pig if they have never used this ? Automatic Feeder
type of feeder before. If you want to monitor the daily ‘
calorie intake of your hog, a clip on feeder may be what

you are looking for. Make sure it clips from the bottom so
that your pig can't flip it up and dump the feed. Whatever
you decide, always check to make sure the feeder is

clean!

Feed/Weight Ratio

Pounds of Feed per Day

Pounds Gained Per Day (Approximately)

4 pounds per day 1 -1.5 pounds per day
6 pounds per day 2- 2.5 per day
8 Pounds per day 2.5-3 per day




What should my pigs eat?

When buying a hog feed one of the most important things to remember is to purchase your
feed from a reputable company to ensure your hog gets all of the nutrients it needs to grow

healthy and strong.

4 Main Nutrient Groups

Energy
(Carbohydrates and Fats)

Protein

Minerals

Vitamins

Examples of
Carbohydrates and
Fats:

Examples of Proteins:

Examples of Minerals:

Examples of Vitamins:

Whole Grain Barley
Whole Grain Oats

Cottonseed Meal
Soybean Meal

Bone Meal - (Important
for bone formation)

Fat Soluble: Can be
stored in the hog’s body

Wheat Linseed Meal Dicalcium Phosphate |- Vitamin A (Carotene-
Corn Corn Glutten Meal (Important for bone Helps keep skin and
& M”I‘D’ | Distillers Grain formation and providing stomach healthy)
Set Rl Brewers Grain energy) - Vitamin D (Helps
riay Anic Hey Clbes Blood Meal White Salt hog use calcium)
Molasses : _g :
Whole Grain Rye Fish Meal (Hel_ps your'hog - Vitamins E (Helps
Whole Cottonseed maintain appetite and hog develop body
Buckwheat ** Proteins are made up of encourages them to tissues and resist
Soybean Hulls amino acids. A pig will use drink) infections)
Dried Whey these amino acids to form | Ground Limestone |- Vitamin K (Helps the
muscle and other body Tace Mineral Salt blood form blood
proteins. The 10 essential clots)
amino acids listed below Water Soluble: Needs
cannot be produced by the to be included i.n hog
pig & boay, o myst be feed. (B Vitamins)
po—y .2 included in their feed. th'a.lmine boflavin
T 3 | ’ )
) Wi niacin, pantothenic acid,
L B12, and pyridoxine.
 Fun Fact: . ) : .
A growing :ig veods. 10 Essential Amino Acids for Pigs:
~ more proteinthana 1. Lysine. 6. Isoleucine
pig that is being 2. Threonine 7. Histidine
Hinighied for show. 3. Tryptophan 8. Valine
: 4. Methionine 9. Arginine
5. Cystine 10. phenylalanine



Making sure your hog has plenty of clean, fresh water is one of the most important things you
can do to help your project be successful. Pigs that do not get enough water will not eat as
much as they need and will not grow. Hogs will typically use the bathroom near their water
source so it is important that you clean around this area daily. The best way to provide water
to your hog is with an automatic watering system. As a general rule of thumb, the water nozzle
should be around the same height as your hog’s shoulder. Your hog will grow during your
project so you may want to have a system set up so that you can easily raise the nozzle on
your watering system. If your nozzle is attached to a hose, make sure the water isn’t getting
too hot sitting out in the sun. Even though your water system is automatic, you should check to
make sure it is working everyday!

Cold Weather

If the weather starts to get cold you will want to make sure your hog
keeps warm. Remember, when animals are shivering- they lose
weight! Also, sitting out in the cold is no fun for us- so why should
your pig have to do it? You will need to have a plan for keeping
your pig warm if the temperature starts to get cold. Many people
purchase hay bales, open them up, and place them in the pen
with their hog when it is cold. The hog will spread the hay out and
nestle in it to keep warm. Another option is to hang heat lamps if
your pen has electricity. Make sure that your pigs are not able to
reach the wires and chew on them. Also, make sure your pigs
can’t touch the hot bulbs in the lamps. Be cautious with heat
lamps because if they were to fall they could cause serious

injury to your hog or, potentially, cause fires in your barn.




When you get your hog you should
deworm it right away. You should then
deworm your hog every 30 days.
Many hogs will gladly eat dewormer
that has been squeezed onto a piece
of bread or put into a tasty cup of “fruit
on the bottom’ yogurt. lvomec
effectively controls most of the
parasites that effect hogs. If you have
been regularly worming your hog and
it still seems to have parasites
(diarrhea, loss of appetite, dull hair
coat, not gaining weight) you should
contact your vet immediately.



Weighing Your Hog

Weighing your hog is a very important part of your project. Knowing how much your hog
weighs gives you important information about feeding and health. Some people choose to
purchase a digital scale if they have access to electricity in their hog pen. Others use non-
digital scales to weigh their hogs. If you do not have scales of your own, you will want to make
arrangements to have your hog weighed throughout your project. When you have weighed
your hog 3-4 times and you know how much your hog is eating each day, you can figure out
how much your hog will weigh on the day of the show.

Example Weight Chart

Date: Weight: Daily Gain:
First weight of hog — 10/1/16 70 — unknown—
Second weight of hog — 10/7/16 80 1.6 pounds per day
10/14/16 93 2.1 pounds per day
11/7/16 135 1.9 pounds per day

To figure out how much your hog is gaining each day:

Step 1: Subtract the current weight of your hog (for example 135) by the last known weight
(For example: 93)

Example: 135- 93 = 42

Step 2: How many days have passed since you last weighed your hog? In this case, there are
23 days between 10/14 and 11/7.

Step 3: Divide the Hog’s gain (42) by the number of days that have passed since you last
weighed.

Example: 42/23 = 1.9 <— Average daily gain

You can learn that if you keep feeding your pig the same amount it will continue to gain around
1.9 pounds each day until the fair. If we pretend the hog weigh-in day is February 20th, we
know there is another 98 days until the fair. (From November 7th to February 20th) We can
multiply 98 x2 and find out that our hog should gain another 196 pounds by the fair. 196 +
135(the last weight known) = 331 pounds <— Too much for the fair!!! You can then decide to
drop down on your feed because you know that you only need your hog to gain around 1 to
1.5 pounds per day to make weight.



Betting Ready to Show!

Getting ready to go to the show is fun and exciting! Here are some things you can do o
prepare for the fun!

Hog Show Checkliat:

® Feed pan or clip on feeder (Clip on feeders can stay hanging, feed pane should be
removed after hog ie done eating)

® Serub brugh

® Towele

® Bath Shampoo (Non-irritating to the ekin)- for Thureday or Friday

® Shavinge for when your hog ie clean

® Board for bottom of your pen to put shavings on to keep your hog clean after bathing

® Qign to dieplay your name, hog weight, and hog’s name

® Muck Rake or shovel o clean your hog’s pen

® Crop, show gtick, or whip to move your hog

® Qoft brush and/or emall clean towel to keep in the pocket of your pante when
ghowing

® Appropriate clothing- 4H ic black pants, clean white chirt, green neck tie or bolo,
green <HH vest/jacket, and boote. FFA ig black pante, white chirt, FFA jacket, neck tie,
and boote. [t ig not required, but recommended, that girle and boye with long hair wear
it neatly pulled back away from the face either in a braid or pony tail.

® Remember that buyers are watching you from the moment you enter the fairgrounds.

Use good manners and build a good reputation for yourself!
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Chapter 2:
At the Show




What should [ bring to the show?

On the days of the show it is important to have an idea of what you should have
with you. Here are some suggestions:

Come to the show dressed and

~ ready to go. Some people don’t put

~ their ties on right away. So make
sure you have it!

C

. Make sure you have the show stick
you have been using to train your
hog for showmanship!

Make sure you remember your
boots! ;

4 Safety pins to pin 6n your tag

number!




How do [ show ethical behavior?

Ethics is basically doing the right thing. It is knowing what is right and
wrong and then doing what is right. When showing livestock, it is the
exhibitors responsibility to always be ethical and do the right thing in regard
to your project.

There are six pillars of character that help us when we work to be ethical.
The first is trustworthiness. This is telling the truth....always. It also
includes being reliable and honest. This is following the rules and not
cheating.

The second is respect. This is basically treating others the way you want to
be treated. It is accepting and being nice to everyone.

The third is responsibility. This is following through with your project from
start to finish. It is doing the work to complete the project.

The fourth is fairness. Everyone is treated equally.
The fifth is caring. This is being concerned about others.

The sixth is citizenship. This is being part of the whole community and
doing your part by following the rules.

Ethics are the heart of who you are and everything you do. When you
practice ethical behavior you will have good relationships with other people

and feel good about yourself.

I

E




What should | wear?

Black/Tan Jeans

Black or Dark Boots

White button down shirt (with or w/o
4H logo)

Green 4H Jacket or Vest (Optional)
Green Bolo or Tie

FFA Official Dress

Black Jeans

Black or Dark Boots
White button down shirt
FFA Jacket

FFA Neck Tie/Scarf

During the sale some exhibitors wear
official dress while others choose to
“dress up” and wear a western style
shirt and nice jeans.




Chapter 3:
Let’s Learn About Pigs
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Average Daily Gain — The average number of pounds your hog gains in one
day.

Back fat — a layer of fat located between the skin and muscle along the back
of your hog. It is measured by an ultrasound instrument on a live hog.
Ultrasound is an instrument that uses high frequency sound waves to
observe the internal structure of your hog. Your hog will have its back fat
measured when it enters the fair.

Muscle — bundles of tissue in your hog that helps with movement and keeps
the body parts in place.

Conformation — the general shape of your hog. It is determined by its
skeleton and muscles.

Barrow — a young male hog
Gilt — a young female hog

Breed — a group of animals with similar external characteristics that are
passed on from one generation to the next. Examples are Duroc, Berkshire,
Chester White.

Crossbreed — a hog whose parents are different breeds.

Nutrient — a chemical compound that is needed by the body. Hogs get their
nutrients through feed.

Ration — the amount (weight) of feed provided to you hog in a 24 hour period.
Also, a formula for mixing feed (similar to a recipe).

Stress — physical body strain or tension caused by an event (such as
transporting) or illness that can be harmful to your hog.

Parasites — internal parasites are worms that cause your hog to not grow by
taking the hog’s nutrients and injuring organs such as the heart or stomach.
Also, parasites can lead to your hog getting a disease.

Preventative Medications — medications such as deworming injections

are given to your hog to prevent illness. The medications help to control
infections, kill disease germs and parasites.



What are the parts of the hog?

Knowing the parts of an animal you work with daily is very important. When a
judge is describing strengths and weaknesses in your hog at the show he or she
will often describe the strengths using parts of the animal. Also, if you need to
describe an injury to your vet it is important for them to know what body part you
are talking about. Make sure you study your hog parts! It might come in handy for
showmanship! '
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What are common breeds of hog?

While many show hogs are crossbreds that are chosen for certain desirable
characteristics, it is important to know which breeds your hog might be. Below you will
find common purebred hog breeds. A showmanship judge may ask you your hog’s
breed during showmanship. Below are only a few hog breeds. In a situation where you
know your pig is a crossbred, you would refer to them as “Hampshire appearing”,
“Yorkshire appearing”, etc. depending on the breed they resemble the most.

Duroc Hampshire

nife |

shoulders and erec

rks"‘

1

Other Breeds:
71“’.% g a y | Land race'
& . Wit L ] | Chester White
Fun Fact: Most market % » o | Poland China
show pigs are crossbreds o e ‘ :
of different breeds. :: 4 ‘igz' _:L :g i e




What do we get from hogs?

Hogs provide society with more products than any other animal. Hogs
help us have better human lives.

w .:':
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'A“**-.q. W Gelatin for marshmallows
~ Drumheads

Insulin and other
medical products

Violin Strings

Sausage

Pigskin Footballs




How do [ pick a hog for the show?

The Ideal Show Pig
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Chapter 4:
How to Write a Letter






Writing a Buginess Letter

As part of your project you will need to write at least four letters to potential
buyers inviting them to come and bid on your hog at the fair. Many buyers
prefer handwritten letters. If you choose to send handwritten letters, be sure
that you use neat handwriting. Other buyers prefer typed letters. To be sure
that you meet the needs of your buyer, you may choose to include both a
handwritten letter and a typed letter that say the same things. That is your
personal preference. Remember that these letters are a reflection of you.
Make a good impression.

September 20, 2016

Buyer’s Name
12345 Sample Street
Dade City, Florida 33525

Dear Pretend Hog Buyer,
Ideas of things to include in your letter:

1 Your Name

1 Your Age

[T Number of years doing this project

1 Hog tag number

['1 4H or FFA Member? What club/chapter?

[T How will you spend your hog sale profits?

[] Date/time/location of the sale

[T What you have learned from the project

["1 Favorite thing about raising and showing hogs
["1 Photo of you with your hog

Sincerely,

Fake Name

Fake Name
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