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Rain Barrel Decorating Contest
Sponsored by: Putnam Soil & Water Conservation District

New to the Putnam County Fair this year is the Rain Barrel decorating contest. Rainwater is a
resource that benefits All of us. Putnam Soil & Water Conservation District in conjunction with
the Putnam County Fair is proud to present the 2026 Putnam Fair Rain Barrel decorating
contest. The Rain Barrel decorating contest sheds light on rainwater harvesting, an initiative
promoted as well by the University of Florida Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences
Extension

This contest is open to the first 10 K-12 school groups, 4-H clubs, or non-profit organizations
that register. Each group will receive a free, food-grade plastic barrel to decorate. The barrels
will be on display at the fair with visitors voting for a people’s choice. The people’s choice
winner will receive a prize. Barrels will be sold by silent auction at the Putnam Fair in
conjunction with the Pullet/ Berry Project Silent Auction. Proceeds from the sale of each barrel
will be paid directly to the group that creates it.

The Putnam County Fair is scheduled to run from March 20-28". The fair is at the Putnam
County Fairgrounds in East Palatka at 118 Fairgrounds Rd East Palatka, FL. 32131.

Rain Barrels will be picked up at the Putnam County Extension Office (details to follow).
Completed rain barrels must be delivered to the fairgrounds 3-5PM March 171

A rain barrel collects and stores rainwater that would otherwise flow across lawns, driveways,
roads, and parking lots- picking up dirt, oil, fertilizers, and other chemicals along the way
before emptying into storm drains or streams.

Contaminated stormwater runoff is the #1 cause of pollution in our waterways. Rain barrels
help reduce the volume of runoff, and therefore its potential to convey pollutants.

You will be provided with a 55-gallon food-grade drum that has been converted into a rain
barrel.

You will need to provide your own paint primer, brushes, various colors of acrylic paint for
your design, and a clear topcoat. The coat of primer is required to provide a good, smooth
surface for the paint to adhere to the plastic barrel.
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Rain Barrel Decorating Contest

sponsored by: Putnam Soil & Water Conservation District

Entry Form
4-H FFA other K-12 school group community non-profit group
Group Name:
Group Leader’s Name:
Leader phone: Secondary:
Leader email: @

Circle one: gmail.com yahoo.com Hotmail.com

my.putnamschools.org ufl.edu other:
Mailing
Address:
City: , FL Zip:

Who check needs to be made payable to:

Entry form may be mailed or dropped off at: 118 Fairgrounds Rd East Palatka, FL. 32131 or
Emailed to Putfair@gmail.com by February 27" @ 5PM.




Your rain barrel should be cleaned, then painted and ¢oated with
polyurethane to protect the painted surface and maintain your
artwork through all weather conditions. We have provided steps
below to ensure your masterpiece will last through all weather
conditions!
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RECOMMENDED STEPS TO FOLLOW: 23" Wide

1) Thoroughly clean the exterior surface overflovy! Oj \\\Q____________jt

of the barrel by wipihg away excess Hase Connactor
dirt and grime with a clean rag soaked g
in a 1:1 mixture of vinegar and water. Mustration represents the rain

barrel you will be painting. The
2) Use afine- to medium-grade sandpaper (220 grit or finer) to rain barrel is 55 gallons with a

lightly “rough up” the surface which will help the paint adhere closed fid. -
to the plastic barrel. Be sure to use sand paper that does :
not leave scratches. High

3) Wipe the barrel again with a dry cloth to get rid of any fine
plastic shavings. Cover the spigot and overflow valve with
masking tape and complete all of your painting in a well-
ventilated area.

4) The barrel must be primed so that the paint adheres
properly to the surface. Krylon Fusion spray paint or \/
RustOleum Spray Paint for Plastic both make a spray primer Spigot, " -»
that are great for a base coat (primer). Allow the primer to dry
according to the directions on the container. Krylon Fusion and
RustOleum primer can usually be found In local hardware and craft stores.

5) The barrel can be painted any way you like with ordinary flat or semi-gloss acrylic paint (spray or liquid). The
design is completely up to you. Some people use stencils, a pattern, or freehand with a brush. You can also finger
paint the barrel. Flat or semi-gloss acrylic paint, Krylon Fusion and RustOleum products can usually be found in
tocal hardware and craft stores.

a. For those of you only interested in painting the barrel a solid color, spray paint is perfect. You probably will be
able to cover a rain barrel with one — two cans of paint. These plastic barrels by nature need to be painted at
a slower rate than most “standard” surfaces because of the surface tension characteristics of the polymer, as
well as the waxy surface features. Allow the paint to dry according to the directions on the container.

6} Apply at least two coats of flat or satin polyurethane spray to help protect the painted barrel. Krylon Triple Thick
Crystal Glaze or other palyurethane sprays or brush-on products can be used as long as they are plastic-
appropriate. Be sure to allow the polyurethane to dry between coats.

7} Once your rain barrel is painted, coated and DRY, it will need fo be delivered to the fairgrounds. Rain barrels will
need to be delivered to the Putnam Fairgrounds March 17 3-5PM.

Painting Instructions and Tips taken from the Wabash River Enhancement Corporation
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