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Howdy! 

 

It is with great pride and a deep sense of tradition that I welcome you to the 2026 Rio Grande Valley Livestock 

Show & Rodeo. This annual celebration holds a special place in the heart of our community, honoring the Rio 

Grande Valleyôs rich agricultural heritage and the dedication of the youth who represent the future of 

agriculture. 

 

Since its humble beginnings, this event has grown from a small gathering of local ranchers and farmers into one 

of the premier shows in Texas. Each year brings new opportunities and experiences, while staying rooted in the 

values that have made it a cherished tradition. Itôs a place where young exhibitors showcase their hard work and 

dedication, where families gather to enjoy the thrill of the rodeo, and where lifelong memories are made. 

 

As we step into 2026, we do so with a renewed commitment to excellence, education, and community spirit. 

This yearôs show promises to be our biggest and best yet, with new attractions, expanded livestock 

competitions, and exciting rodeo events for all ages. Beyond the fun and festivities, this event continues to serve 

as a vital platform for youth development and agricultural education. The lessons learned here; hard work, 

responsibility, and perseverance, are the very foundations of leadership and character. 

 

To all our exhibitors, volunteers, sponsors, and supporters, thank you. Your passion and generosity make this 

event possible year after year. I invite everyone to take part in the 2026 show; whether you're showcasing, 

cheering from the stands, or lending a helping hand. Letôs come together to honor our shared heritage, enjoy the 

festivities, and create lasting memories. 

 

Hereôs to a successful and unforgettable 2026 Rio Grande Valley Livestock Show & Rodeo! 

 

Horacio ñLachoò Garza, President 

RGVLS Board of Directors   

87th Annual  

Rio Grande Valley  

Livestock Show & Rodeo 
RGVLS Board President  

Horacio ñLachoò Garza 
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COVER GIRL HISTORY  

The Rio Grande Valley Livestock Show Cover Girl Program is one of the most cherished traditions of 

the show, symbolizing pride, leadership, and the deep agricultural roots of the Rio Grande Valley. Since its 

establishment in 1949, the program has recognized and celebrated outstanding young women who represent the 

values and spirit of the RGVLS. Each year, the title of Cover Girl is awarded to one exceptional young woman 

who will be featured on the cover of the following year's official RGVLS premium book. Alongside her court, 

the Cover Girl plays a key role in representing the show throughout the year; participating in local parades, 

community outreach, and promotional events that highlight the importance of youth involvement in agriculture. 

The competition for Cover Girl is more than a pageant, it's a prestigious and time-honored event that 

draws candidates primarily from agricultural organizations such as FFA and 4-H. These young women 

exemplify leadership, integrity, community involvement, and a strong connection to agriculture; values at the 

heart of the RGVLS mission. Over the decades, the Cover Girl Program has grown into a symbol of excellence 

and honor for young women in the Valley, inspiring future generations to stay engaged in agriculture and their 

communities. The RGVLS is proud to continue this tradition as we honor the past, celebrate the present, and 

look forward to the future contributions of these remarkable young women. 

Representing Lyford FFA, Brooklynn is the 17-year-old daughter of Levi and Brooke Burns and is a 

proud sixth-generation farmer. Brooklynn has a rich agricultural heritage. She excels as Captain of the Varsity 

Basketball and Track teams, an All-American Varsity Cheerleader, National Honor Society, Student Council 

and FFA Sweetheart. In FFA, she competes in Senior Quiz, Radio Broadcasting, & Livestock Judging. As an 

active Highland Hustlers 4-H member, Brooklynn's projects include Swine, Photography & Ag Product ID. She 

also serves her community through the Lower Valley Cotillion Club. Brooklyn plans to study Agricultural 

Economics at Texas A&M University and obtain her Real Estate License to focus on farm and ranchland, 

blending her passion for agriculture and business.      

2026 RGVLS Cover Girl 

Brooklynn Burns 
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RGVLS 2026 JUDGING & SIFTING SCHEDULE  
 

    SATURDAY ï FEBRUARY 28 

 
9:30 ï 10:30 a.m.   Check-in Open & Youth Horse Show Speed Event ï Payne Auto Group Rodeo Arena 

 

    SUNDAY ï MARCH 1 

 
7:00 a.m.    Check-in Open & Youth Horse Performance Event ï Payne Auto Group Rodeo Arena 

 

SATURDAY ï MARCH 7  

 

9:00 ï 11:00 a.m.  Drive through delivery of Photography and Western Art projects ï Event Center West 

 

6:00 p.m.    Cover Girl Revue ï Event Center Ballroom 

     

    TUESDAY ï MARCH 10 

 
8:00 a.m. ï 8:00 p.m.   Delivery of all tack. Stall set up.  

 

    WEDNESDAY ï MARCH 11 

 
8:00 a.m. ï 6:00 p.m.   Arrival of Open Breeding and Jr Breeding Cattle 

    (Beefmaster, Santa Gertrudis, Commercial Heifers, Miniature Hereford, and AOB) 

 

3:00 ï 6:00 p.m.  Breeding cattle paperwork submission ï Champion Arena 

 

4:00 ï 6:00 p.m.   Commercial Heifers Sift & Weigh ï Champion Arena 

 

6:00 p.m.    Weight cards turn in for Commercial Heifers deadline ï Champion Arena 

 

6:00 p.m.   Santa Gertrudis Futurity ï Champion Arena 

 

    THURSDAY ï MARCH 12 

 

7:30 a.m. ï 12:00 p.m.  Youth Archery Match ï Payne Auto Group Rodeo Arena 

 

9:00 a.m.    Judging of Jr Santa Gertrudis Heifers ï Champion Arena 

 

9:00 a.m. ï 6:00 p.m.   Delivery of Shop Projects ï Youth Center West  

 

12:00 p.m.    Judging of Jr Beefmaster Heifers ï Champion Arena 

 

1:00 p.m. Consumer Decision Making Contest Onsite Registration & Check-in ï Event Center              

Ballroom 

 

2:00 p.m.    Consumer Decision Making Contest ï Event Center Ballroom 

 

3:00 p.m.    Judging of Jr Commercial Heifers - Champion Arena 

 

4:00 ï 8:00 p.m.  Early delivery of Jr Breeding Sheep, Jr Breeding Goats, Open Boer Goats & Jr Dairy 

Goats 
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 FRIDAY ï MARCH 13 

 

8:00 a.m.  Judging of Shop Projects ï Youth Center ï Closed to public 

 

8:00 a.m. ï 5:00 p.m. Delivery of Jr Breeding Sheep, Jr Breeding Goats, Open Boer Goats & Jr Dairy Goats 

 

9:00 a.m.  Judging of Jr AOB Heifers ï Champion Arena 

 

11:30 a.m.  Judging of Jr Miniature Hereford Heifers ï Champion Arena 

 

1:00 p.m.  Judging of Open Breeding Cattle Santa Gertrudis ï Champion Arena 

 

3:00 ï 7:00 p.m.  Early delivery of Jr Breeding Gilts 

 

3:30 p.m.  Judging of Open Breeding Cattle Commercial Heifers ï Champion Arena 

 

4:00 ï 8:00 p.m.  Delivery & Classification of Horticulture Entries ï Rabbit Arena 

 

10:00 a.m. ï 5:00 p.m. Chapter/Club Card Packet Pickup-Jr Breeding Goats, Jr Breeding Sheep, Open Boer 

Goats ï Lamb & Goat Arena 

 

6:00 ï 8:00 p.m.   Check-in Jr Dairy Goats ï Lamb & Goat Arena 

 

6:00 ï 8:00 p.m.  Check-in Jr Breeding Goats, Jr Breeding Sheep, Open Boer Goats ï Lamb & Goat Arena 

 

 SATURDAY ï MARCH 14 

 
7:30 a.m.  Deadline for changes/corrections to Jr Dairy Goat classes 

 

8:00 a.m.  Judging of Shop Projects ï Youth Center ï Closed to public 

 

8:00 a.m. ï 12:00 p.m.  Delivery of Jr Breeding Gilts 

 

8:30 a.m.  Judging of Jr Dairy Goats ï Lamb & Goat Arena 

 

9:00 a.m. Judging of Open Breeding Cattle Beefmaster Heifers ï Champion Arena  

 

9:00 a.m.  Judging of Horticulture Projects ï Rabbit Arena 

 

10:00 a.m. ï 12:00 p.m. Delivery of projects for the All Valley Cotton Style Show ï Event Center Ballroom 

 

10:30 a.m.  Swine Skillathon Onsite Registration ï Event Center Ballroom 

 

11:00 a.m.  Swine Skillathon Competition ï Event Center Ballroom 

 

11:00 a.m. ï 1:00 p.m. Delivery & Sifting of Jr Breeding Rabbits ï Rabbit Arena 

 

1:00 p.m.  Weight cards turn in for Jr Breeding Gilts ï Swine Office 

 

1:00 p.m. Judging of Open Breeding Cattle AOB ï Champion Arena 

 

1:00 p.m. Judging of Open Boer Goat Show ï Lamb & Goat Arena 
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SATURDAY ï MARCH 14 (continued) 

 

1:00 p.m. Preliminary Judging ï All Valley Cotton Style Show garments ï Closed to exhibitors and 

the public. 

 

1:30 p.m.  Horticulture Champion Drive ï Greenhouse 

 

3:30 p.m. Judging of Open Breeding Cattle Miniature Herefords ï Champion Arena 

 

 

4:00 p.m.    Swine Skillathon Award Ceremony ï Swine Arena 

 
5:00 p.m.  Judging of Jr Breeding Cattle Showmanship ï Champion Arena 

 

5:00 p.m.  Judging of Jr Breeding Gilt Showmanship ï Swine Arena 

 

5:30 p.m. Award Presentation and Judges Commentaries for Shop Projects ï Youth Center West 

 

6:30 p.m.  Good Housekeeping & Herdsman Awards Presentation ï Champion Arena 

 

7:00 p.m.  Beefmaster Futurity ï Champion Arena 

 

8:00 p.m.  Greased Pig Scramble ï Lamb & Goat Arena 

 

 SUNDAY ï MARCH 15 

 

8:00 a.m.  Judging of Jr Breeding Sheep followed by Showmanship ï Lamb & Goat Arena 

 

8:00 a.m.  Release of all breeding cattle 

 

9:00 a.m. Classifying & Judging of Jr Breeding Gilts (Duroc, Hampshire, Yorkshire, Light OPB, 

Dark OPB, Light Crossbreeds, Dark/Other Crossbreeds) ï Swine Arena 

 

9:00 a.m.  Release of Open Boer Goats 

 

10:00 a.m.  Judging of Jr Breeding Rabbits followed by Showmanship ï Rabbit Arena 

 

10:00 a.m. Wildflower Check-In ï Action Spot 

 

12:00 p.m.  All Valley Cotton Style Show Check-in ï Event Center Ballroom 

 

1:00 p.m.  Judging of All Valley Cotton Style Show ï Event Center Ballroom 

 

1:00 p.m.  Judging of Jr Breeding Goats followed by Showmanship ï Lamb & Goat Arena 

 

1:30 p.m. Judging of Wildflower Contest ï Action Spot 

 

5:00 p.m.  Release of Jr Breeding Rabbits, Jr Breeding Gilts, Jr Breeding Goats, Jr Breeding Sheep 

& Jr Dairy Goats 

 

8:00 p.m.  Greased Pig Scramble ï Lamb & Goat Arena 
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MONDAY ï MARCH 16 

 

8:00 a.m.  Prepared Public Speaking Contest Check-in ï Event Center Ballroom 

 

8:00 a.m. ï 6:00 p.m. Delivery of Market Goats, Market Lambs, and all livestock tack (Tack must go through 

staging) 

 

8:30 a.m.  Ag Product ID Contest followed by awards ï Event Center Ballroom 

 

9:00 a.m.  Prepared Public Speaking Contest followed by awards ï Event Center Ballroom 

 

10:00 a.m. ï 2:00 p.m. Delivery & Sifting of Market Rabbits ï Rabbit Arena 

 

11:00 a.m. ï 12:00 p.m.  Onsite registration for Beef Skillathon ï Event Center Ballroom 

 

12:00 ï 6:00 p.m.  Delivery of Market Steers and Market Hogs 

 

2:00 p.m.  Market Rabbit written exam portion for Showmanship ï Rabbit Arena 

 

6:00 ï 8:00 p.m.  Sifting, Classifying and Weight Card turn in for Market Goats and Market Lambs 

 

TUESDAY ï MARCH 17 

8:00 a.m.  Judging of Market Rabbits followed by Showmanship ï Rabbit Arena 

 

8:00 a.m. ï 12:00 p.m.  Delivery of Market Steers & Market Hogs 

 

8:00 a.m. ï 6:00 p.m. Arrival of Open Breeding and Jr Breeding Cattle (ARB, Brahman, Brangus & Simbrah) 

 

12:00 ï 2:00 p.m.  Steer Re-tagging of validation tags ï Champion Arena 

 

1:00 p.m.  Beef Skillathon Contest ï Event Center Ballroom 

 

1:00 p.m.  Judging of Market Lambs ï Lamb & Goat Arena 

 

3:00 p.m.  Classifying, Validation Check, and Weight Card turn in for Market Steers 

 

3:00 ï 6:00 p.m.  Breeding Cattle Check in ï Champion Arena 

 

5:00 p.m.  Validation and Weight Card turn in deadline for Market Hogs ï Swine Arena 

 

6:00 p.m. South Texas Hog Futurity Show ï Swine Arena 

 

6:30 p.m. RGV Brahman & F1 Association Showmanship Clinic & Show ï Champion Arena 

 

 WEDNESDAY - MARCH 18 

 

8:00 a.m.  Judging of Jr Simbrah Heifers ï Champion Arena 

 

8:00 ï 10:00 a.m.  Delivery & Sifting of Market Poultry ï Steer Arena 

 

9:00 a.m.  Judging of Market Goats ï Lamb & Goat Arena 

 

10:00 a.m.  Judging of Jr Brangus Heifers ï Champion Arena 
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WEDNESDAY - MARCH 18 (continued) 

 

11:00 a.m.  Judging of Jr ARB Heifers - Champion Arena 

 

12:00 p.m.  Corrections to Market Hog weight cards due ï Swine Office 

 

1:00 p.m.  Judging of Jr Brahman Heifers ï Champion Arena 

 

4:00 p.m.  Jr Breeding Cattle Showmanship ï Champion Arena 

 

7:00 p.m.  Judging of Market Poultry ï Champion Arena 

 

8:00 p.m.  Greased Pig Scramble ï Lamb & Goat Arena 

 

 THURSDAY ï MARCH 19 

 

7:30 a.m. 4-H & FFA Wildlife Contest-Site TBD 

8:00 a.m.  Classifying & Judging of Market Hogs (Duroc, Hampshire, Yorkshire, Light OPB, Dark 

OPB, Light Crossbreeds, Dark/Other Crossbreeds, Champion Drive) ï Champion Arena 

 

8:00 a.m.    Judging of Open Breeding Cattle ARB ï Champion Arena 

 

9:00 a.m. Market Lamb Showmanship ï Lamb & Goat Arena 

 

9:30 a.m.  Judging of Open Breeding Cattle Brangus ï Champion Arena 

 

11:00 a.m.  Judging of Open Breeding Cattle Simbrah ï Champion Arena 

 

1:00 p.m. Judging of Open Breeding Cattle Red & Grey Brahman ï Champion Arena 

 

1:00 p.m.  Market Goat Showmanship ï Lamb & Goat Arena 

 

2:00 p.m. ï 6:00 p.m.  Livestock Judging Contest Registration ï Lamb & Goat Office 

 

8:00 p.m.  Greased Pig Scramble ï Lamb & Goat Arena 

 

FRIDAY ï MARCH 20 

 

8:00 a.m.  Market Hog Showmanship ï Swine Arena 

 

9:00 a.m.  Judging of Market Steers followed by Showmanship ï Champion Arena 

 

3:30 p.m. Livestock Judging Contest Team Packet Pick Up ï Lamb & Goat Office 

 

4:00 p.m. Livestock Judging Contest Orientation ï Lamb & Goat Arena 

 

5:00 p.m. Livestock Judging Contest ï Lamb & Goat Arena / Rabbit Arena 

 

8:00 p.m.  Greased Pig Scramble ï Lamb & Goat Arena 

 

 SATURDAY ï MARCH 21 

 

10:00 a.m.  Sale of Champions and Presentation of Scholarship Recipients ï Champion Arena 

 



12 
 

SATURDAY ï MARCH 21 (continued) 

 

6:00 p.m.  Load out of Market Hogs 

 

6:00 p.m.  Good Housekeeping, Herdsman, and Livestock Judging Awards Presentation ï 

Champion Arena 

 

 

8:00 p.m.  Greased Pig Scramble ï Lamb & Goat Arena 

 

 SUNDAY ï MARCH 22 

 

7:00 a.m.  Release of all breeding cattle  

 

7:00 ï 10:00 a.m.  Release of Shop Projects 

 

9:00 a.m. Load out of Market Steers 

 

10:00 a.m. ï 12:00 p.m.  Release of Horticulture Projects 

 

11:00 a.m. Load out of Market Lambs & Market Goats 

 

12:00 p.m.  Check in RGVLS Open & Youth Horse Show Ranch Sorting Events ï Payne Auto Group 

Rodeo Arena 

 

12:00 p.m. ï 2:00 p.m. Release of Western Art Projects ï Event Center 
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2026 RIO GRANDE VALLEY LIVESTOCK SHOW  & RODEO 

CHANGES & REMINDERS  

 

APPLICATION OF RULES  

The General Rules and Regulations apply to every division listed in this book.  There are also rules specifically for the 

Open Shows, Junior Shows and Departments within these divisions.  Exhibitors are responsible for reading, learning, and 

following all the rules that apply to the division entered.   

 

All changes and reminders can be found throughout this premium book highlighted in yellow. 

 

General Rules 

¶ Rule 19/Ethics - The following rule has been eliminated:  

ñThe act of artificially filling animals internally by stomach pumping is prohibited.ò 

¶ Certificates of Veterinary Inspection (Health Certificates) will no longer be required of any cattle originating from 

Texas (Intrastate). 

¶ An exhibitorôs market animal testing positive for any unapproved drugs/ substances will result in disqualification, 
with the exhibitor only receiving resale funds for that said animal. All sale proceeds, add-ons, supplemental bids, 

and premiums will be withheld and go into the RGVLS Scholarship Fund.   

 

Market Hogs 

¶ Market hog show will be held as a ONE-DAY event, on Thursday, March 19 at 8:00 a.m. 

 

Market Steers 

¶ Rule 10 ï tail switch will now be defined as 12ò instead of 10ò. 

 

Market Poultry  

¶ Each exhibitor who makes the sift is required to assist with housekeeping as directed by the poultry committee. 

¶ Each exhibitor may bring one fan not to exceed 21òx21ò.  

¶ It is highly recommended that birds be transported to the show in a well-ventilated cardboard box or plastic tote 

containing 4 inches of clean shavings under the birds.  Wire cages are not recommended. 

 

Breeding Cattle 

¶ Herdsman awards have been increased. 

¶ Release time will be at 8 a.m. only, no early release will be offered. 

¶ Calves cannot be shown in individual classes if they have been shown at the side with cow. 

¶ Minimum number of head shown to maintain a breed division has changed from 10 to 15. 

¶ Division ñRed Brangusò will now be a Brangus Division that includes both registered red and black Brangus. 

Livestock registered as ultra-black or ultra-red and any Brangus composites will be excluded from the Brangus 

division and show in the ARB (American Registered Breed) division. 

 

All Jr Market and Breeding Divisions 

¶ Scholarships will be awarded as follows: 

o Scholarships will not be awarded when there are less than 5 head shown in competition in any weight class of 

the division or breed. 

o If there are 5 to 14 entries shown, 50% of the full scholarship will be awarded to the Division Champion of 
each weight division.  

o 15 head and more will result in full scholarship amounts. 
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¶ All entries in any junior breeding or market division are subject to be used in the RGVLS Livestock Judging 

event. 

Cover Girl Revue 

¶ A contestant must be a biological female at birth to be eligible to compete. 

 

Horticulture Division  

¶ Horticulture exhibitors may now participate in Showmanship. 

 

Competitive Events/Non-Livestock 

¶ 4-H & FFA Livestock Judging Contest will be on Friday, March 20th at 5:00 p.m. (refer to schedule for times, 

dates and locations) 

¶ 4-H & FFA Wildlife Contest has been added to the show and will be on Thursday, March 19 at 7:30 a.m. 

¶ Wildflower contest has been added to the show for K-2nd graders (pre junior) and will be on Sunday, March 15, 

2026. 

 



15 
 

 



16 
 

2026 Rio Grande Livestock Show & Rodeo 

 
Board of Directors 

Horacio ñLachoò Garza ï President 

Sam Morrow ï 1st President 

Dr. Lucas Hinojosa ï 2nd Vice President 

Edna Martinez ï Secretary  

Sherilyn Goad ï Treasurer 

Bobby Sparks ï President Emeritus 

Mike Risica ï Past President 

Abel Suarez ï Director at Large  

 
 

Directors  
Daniel Acevedo 

Joe Charles Ballenger 

Nelda Barrera 

Glenn Bell 

Reagan Florence 

Mark Goldammer 

Felo Martinez 

Earl Neuhaus 

Mitch Thomas 

Ryan Vaughan 

Bill Wentz 
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Office Staff  

Luis H. Saldaña ï Executive Director/ General Manager 

Mando Correa- Livestock & Competitive Events Manager 

Christy Cameron ï Marketing Director/ Sponsor Coordinator 

Nicole Campos ï Administrative Assistant 

Christopher Garza ï Bookkeeper/ Administrative Associate 

Samantha Garcia ï Competitive Events Associate 

Andrew Maldonado ï Program & Events Coordinator 

 

Maintenance Staff 

Conrad Gonzales ï Supervisor 

Pablo Alvarez ï Maintenance Staff 

Andy Garcia ï Maintenance Staff 

Sal Gonzalez ï Maintenance Staff 

Zachary Stapf ï Maintenance Staff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Advisory 
Chair - Billie D. Simpson 

Mark Brunnemann 

Brad Cowan 

Tammie Hartzog 

Lance Neuhaus 

Nicky Robbins 

Ruben Saldana 

Isaac Sulemana 

Eberardo Torres 

 

Ag Product ID 

Chair - Tammie Hartzog 

Kim Guillen 

Brianna Gutierrez 

Analisa Sanchez 

 

All Valley Cotton Style Show 

Chair - Cynthia Wolfe 

Melissa Casanova 

Rosa Guel 

 

Antique Farm Machinery 

Chair - Donald Vogel 

Buddy Ault 

Cathy Ault 

David Ault 

Mike Dennison 

Maureen Doner 

John Hansen 

Sharon Hansen 

David Kardell 

Joyce Kardell 

Kathy Mitchell 

Harvey Musch 

Phillip Nelson 

Cynthia P. Rodriguez 

Roman Rodriguez 

Bernie Schroder 

Shirley Vogel 

Jean Woodman 

Fred Young 

Shirley Young 

Diane Zoglauer 

 

Arrangements & Grounds 

Chair - Sammy Morrow 

 

Beef Skillathon 

Chair - Yvonne Quintanilla 

Enrika Hinojosa 

Larissa Lopez 

 

 

 

 

Breeding Cattle 

Co-Chair - Mike England 

Co-Chair - Baldomero Ozuna 

Vince Abrigo 

Valerie Arizmendi 

Benton England 

Art Garcia 

Mary Ann Garcia 

Orlando Garcia 

Romel Garcia 

Larry Garza 

Enrique Guel 

Carlos X. Guerra Jr. 

Kris Hinojosa 

Philip Isaacs 

Debbie Martinez 

Roberto Martinez 

Taylor Martinez 

Darleen McDonald 

Robert McDonald 

Baldomero Ozuna 

Javier Pena 

Marco Pena 

Trevor Risica 

Jaime Salinas 

Elizabeth Sanchez 

Jacquelyn Stevens 

Lynette Suarez 

Nathan Winters  

 

Breeding Gilt 

Chair - Joe Stevens 

Bo Boykin 

Cara Cash 

Jeanette Cash 

Katie Cash 

Sadie Cash 

Tracey Cash 

Hector Cavazos 

Rudy Corona 

Ovidio De La Fuente III 

Laura Gilbert 

Ray Gray Jr. 

Edward Guerrero 

Abraham Leal 

RJ Martinez 

Darrin Radford 

William Riggs 

Megan Rodriguez 

Rene Rosenbaum 

Michelle Todd 

 

Breeding Goats 

Co-Chair - Marc Mora  

Co-Chair - Tony Risica 

Deandra Chapa 

Ricardo Chapa 

Sheila Fountain 

Jonn Goldammer 

Lupita Mora 

Tammie Risica 

Ajay Sayas 

 

Breeding Sheep/ Market Lamb 

Chair - John Billman 
Nyla Lerma 

 

Carnival & Concessions 

Co-Chair - Horacio ñLachoò 

Garza 

Co-Chair - Mike Riscia 

 

Commercial Exhibits 

Chair - Ryan Vaughn 

Jesse Cavazos 

Lyz de la Cerda 

Joe Lopez 

Nora Reynolds 

Roel Villanueva 

 

Consumer Decision Making 

Chair - Rebecca Galvan 

Erika Echartea 

Max Echartea 

Dan Galvan 

Brianna Gutierrez 

 

Cover Girl Revue 

Co-Chair - Melissa Beckwith 

Co-Chair - Beckie Reid 

Kimberly Abrigo 

Jana Acevedo 

Nelda Alonzo 

Alison Arnold 

Olivia Bishop 

Melody Brunneman 

Hellen Callier 

Madison Callier 

McKenzie Curl 

Elizabeth England 

Kandi Helle 

Courtney Lairsen 

Brianna Oakes 

Diana Pena 

Mallory Roberts 

Leandra Zamora 

 

Dairy Goats 

Co-Chair - Tiffani Neu 

Co-Chair - Nicky Robbins 
Alison Abrigo 

Dustyn Cruz 

Kaylei Scheible 
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Entertainment 

Chair - Reagan Florence 
Ryan Falls 

Luis Flores 

Diana Moon 

 

Gala 

Co-Chair - Erika Echartea 

Co-Chair - Logan Thomas  
Brooke Burns 

Levi Burns 

Hector Cantu 

Lizette Cantu 

Amye Cash 

Justin Cash 

Taylor Clark 

Katheryn Cyphers 

Max Echartea 

Barry Fohn 

Lisa Fohn 

Cleve Ford 

Cooper Ford 

Miriam Ford 

Dan Galvan 

Rebecca Galvan 

Kaitlyn Hardin 

Daniel Hinojosa 

Enrika Hinojosa 

Kenneth Miller 

Missy Morrow 

Lance Neuhaus 

Melissa Neuhaus 

Nicky Robbins 

Justin Rocha 

Kendra Rocha 

Jaime Salinas 

Lisa Salinas 

Mona Shamlian 

Steve Shamlian 

Lauren Thomas 

Linda Thomas 

Mitch Thomas 

Morgan Thomas 

Scott Vaughan 

Monica Vaughan 

 
Gate & Ticket 

Co-Chair - Sherilyn Goad 

Co-Chair - Edna Martinez 
Ana Ramirez 

 

Greased Pig Scramble 

Co-Chair - Trisha Cortez 

Co-Chair - Brenda Rabe 
Austin Cortez 

Dave Cortez 

Tyler Cortez 

Erica Longoria 

Clinton Rabe 

Hannah Rabe 

Mackenzie Rabe 

Stacy Weaver 

 

Guest Relations 

Co-Chair - Mari Moreno  

Co-Chair - Maribel Rivera  
Art Hernandez 

Tila Hernandez 

Jorge Manzano 

Yvonne Manzano 

Sonia Martinez 

Norma Martinez 

Dana Moreno 

Alyssa Pequeno 

Horacio Pequeno 

Horacio Pequeno Jr. 

Armando Reyes 

Armando Reyes Jr. 

Lisa Reyes  

Lawrence Serna 

Sandra Serna 

Blake Sutton 

Ariana Urbina 

Marisa Urbina 

Tom Urbina 

 

Horse Show ï Performance 

Chair - Amy Lee 
Cassie Brown 

Amanda Humphreys 

Kristin Johnson 

Sarah Jones 

Charylet Lee 

Claire Lee 

Randy Malone 

 

Horse Show ï Speed 

Co-Chair - Susanne Martinez 

Co-Chair - Kristy Nelson 
Amanda Humphreys 

Sarah Jones 

Monica Vaughan 

 

Horticulture  

Co-Chair - Vilma Gomez 

Co-Chair - Gene Hernandez 
Luis Barrera 

Mari Caballero 

Martin Cavazos 

Elijah Hernandez 

Mary Hernandez 

Kristine Gaona 

Frank Garza 

Lorena Garza 

Laura Iglesias 

Alonzo Medina 

 

Hospitality  
Elaine Adams 

Blondie Cruz 

Danette Eschete 

Kay Lackey 

Terry Lackey 

 

Judges Selection 

Chair - Benny Garza 
Joe Carter 

Eloy Cruz 

Eddie Garcia 

Omar Gonzales 

Rolando Gonzales 

Jesse Guerra 

Bob Parker 

Tony Risica 

Jason Suarez 

Logan Thomas 

 

Lilô Miss Cowgirl 

Chair - Debbie Garcia 
Letty Alvarez 

Peggy Chavez 

Cecilee Garza 

Victoria Garza 

Hunter Jackson 

Brittany Jones 

Debra Rodriguez 

Rick Soto 

Sally Vela 

Jasmine Zuniga 

 

Livestock Judging 

Chair - Eddie Cruz 
Roel Abrego 

Jose Cardenas 

Jessica Canales 

Andres Cruz 

Andres Cruz Sr. 

Cameron Cruz 

Casey Cruz 

Lynda Cruz 

Lance Eschete 

Jesse Guerra 

Kim Guillen 

Daniel Guzman Jr. 

Xavier Hernandez 

Neomi Ruiz 

Anita Vasquez 

Roel Vasquez 
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Market Goat  

Co-Chair - Mario Flores 

Co-Chair - Robert Garcia 
Analiya Fleming 

Gloria Flores 

Alyna Garcia 

Gauge Gonzalez 

Conrado Gomez 

Yvonne Gomez 

Chopper Gonzalez 

Erica Mancha 

Ramon Moya 

Jesus Rodriguez 

John E. Theiss 

John T. Theiss  

 

Market Hog 

Co-Chair - Joe Carter 

Co-Chair - Cindy Aleman 
Isaiah Aguilar 

Bianca Aleman 

Rene Aleman 

Juan Alvarado 

Mark Brunnemann 

Jesse Coy 

Saul De La O Jr 

Viviana Garza 

Chris Lackey 

Cody Lackey 

Naida Lackey 

Heron Lopez 

Ramon Moya 

Juan Munoz 

Doralee Rivera 

Amelya Takacs 

Hector Zamora 

Oved Zamora 

 

Market Poultry  

Chair - Brad Cowan 
Chris Cowan 

Tammy Cowan 

D. Kelly Macmanus 

 

Market Steer  

Chair - Billie D. Simpson 
Ruben Canales 

Hector Cantu 

Taylor Clark 

Bryan Conner 

Mark Conner 

Wanda Echols 

Ron Garza 

Yvonne Garza 

Brian Jones 

Fred Karle 

Jeff Kibler 

Ty Rhyner 

Jaime Salinas 

Anna Stanko 

Morgan Stanko 

Paige Stanko 

Morgan Waters 

 

Museum  

Chair - Judy Guerra 
Crystal Aguero 

Mark Aguero 

Martin Arellano 

Andres Ayala 

Cassandra Diaz 

Erika Echartea 

Daniel Garcia 

Rose Garcia 

Ruby Garcia 

Randy Garza 

Jesse Guerra 

Karen Guerra 

Geronimo Guerra III 

Sonia Jimenez 

Abraham Leal 

Veronica Leal 

Aracely Lopez 

Rey Lopez 

Jaime Martinez Sr. 

Joey Martinez 

Laurie Martinez 

Marisela D. Martinez 

Janie Medrano 

Yolanda Ozuna 

Karina Palomo 

Debbie Prukop 

Delilah Ramirez 

Humberto Ramirez 

Melissa Ramirez 

Bobby Salinas 

Gloria Salinas 

Monica Salinas 

Eloy Sanchez 

Lisa Sanchez 

Laura Sandoval 

Roel Sandoval 

Roman Sandoval 

Samuel Sandoval 

George Vela 

Justina Wagner-Gonzalez 

 

Parade 

Chair - Hector Martinez 
Mark Anzaldua 

Rita Badillo 

Mark Diaz 

Mateo Diaz 

Mateo Diaz IV 

Rolando Dominguez 

Lee Garza 

Enrique Guerra 

Mary Guerra-Anzaldua 

Jennifer  Hernandez 

Elda Huerta 

Kason Huerta 

Claudia Martinez 

Cyrus Martinez 

Emily Martinez 

Gabriel Martinez 

Gina Martinez 

Jason Martinez 

Mariana Martinez 

Pedro Martinez 

Perla Martinez 

Rolando Martinez 

Susana Martinez 

Thomas Martinez 

Hector Martinez Jr. 

Lupe Pena 

Rosie Pena 

Armando Reyes 

Julio Trevino 

Monica Trevino 

Melissa Villarreal 

 

Parking & Traffic  

Co-Chair - Sherwood Hamilton 

Co-Chair - Andres Maldonado 
Felix Enriquez 

Sandra Enriquez 

Jorge Jimenez 

 
Pet Show 

Chair - Jo Jo Cerda 

 
Photography 

Chair - Jessica Parker 
Maribel Alaniz 

Aurora Flores 

Oscar Flores 

Sylvia Guerra 

Ninfa Guzman 

Nellie Ledesma 

Nancy McManus 

Dakotah Parker 

 
Prepared Public Speaking 

Chair - Cody Scogin 
Ruben Alaniz 

Zenaida Alaniz 

Bailey Scogin 

Wendy Scogin 

Linda Thomas 

Mitch Thomas 
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Rabbit Division 

Chair - Troy Fitting  
Evie Adams 

Martin Arellano 

Brianna Bullion 

Michael Bullion 

Randy Bullion 

Stephanie Bullion 

Larry Fitting 

Arnoldo Garcia Jr 

Dora Griffith  

Kenneth Landrum 

Carolina Munoz 

Eddie Munoz 

Velma Rodriguez 

Lindsey Woodward 

Louis Zimmerer 

 

Ranch Sorting 

Chair - Russell Klostermann 
Boyd Davis 

Jimmy Guthrie 

Chris OôLoughlin 

Tracy OôLoughlin 

Trevor Smith 

 

Rodeo 

Chair - Glenn Bell 
Cindy Alvear 

Manuel Ambriz 

Imelda Ambriz 

Justin Cash 

Katheryn Cyphers 

Matt Cyphers 

Forrest Hargrove 

Heather Hargrove 

Kimberlee Klostermann 

Russell Klostermann 

Ruth Klostermann 

John Lairsen 

Chris OôLoughlin 

Jaime X. Martinez Sr. 

Marisela Martinez  

Dana Moreno 

Clayton Neuhaus 

Colton Neuhaus 

Lance Neuhaus 

Beckie Reid 

Eric Reid 

Meghan Reid 

Dawn Reynolds 

Trevor Smith 

 

Sale of Champions 

Chair - Mitch Thomas 
Valerie Arizmendi 

Todd Cash 

Wanda Echols 

Carlos Flores 

June Flores 

Rita Garcia 

Yvonne Garza 

Becca Goad 

Madai Goad 

Sherilyn Goad 

Will Goad 

Carlos X. Guerra Jr. 

Judy Guerra 

Ronda Johnson 

Mandy Kibler 

Rooster Kibler 

JoAnn Long 

Lori Lopez 

Dr. Virgina Miller 

Missy Morrow 

Tiffany Neu 

Delmer Stanko 

Lauren Thomas 

Linda Thomas 

Logan Thomas 

Morgan Thomas 

Andrea Trapp 

Kevin Trapp 

Montanna Trapp 

Velinda Theiss 

 

Scholarships 

Chair - Edna Martinez 
Nelda Barrera 

Lowell Hudsonpillar 

Michael Lamon 

Tammie Risica 

 

Security  

Chair - Blake Sutton 
JM Gonzalez 

 

Shop Division 

Chair - Eloy Reyna 
Anissa Canales 

Artemio Cantu 

Bertha Cantu 

Elena Gutierrez 

Deanna Guzman 

Joe Guzman 

Willie Langley 

Michael Middlebrook 

Marta Quintero 

Robert Quintero 

Christina Reyna 

Melba Reyna 

Tony Sanchez 

 

Special Events 

Co-Chair - Ana Garza 

Co-Chair - Nelda Garza 

Jessica Acosta 

Stephen Acosta 

Mariel Guerra 

Mirian Guerra 

 

Special Kids Rodeo 

Chair - Rebecca Galvan 
Ray Mejia 

Tashonda Mejia 

Jenna Salinas 

John Salinas 

Analisa Sanchez 

Elizabeth Sanchez 

 

Staging  

Chair - Debbie Abrego 
James Almaraz 

Alexa Gutierrez 

Jose Jaramillo 

Mario Jaramillo 

Mary Jaramillo 

William Jaramillo 

John Theiss 

Taylor Theiss 

Velinda Theiss 

 

Swine Skillathon 

Chair - Kendra Rocha 

Madai Goad 

Will Goad 

Justin Rocha 

 

Veterinarian  

Chair - Dr. Lucas Hinojosa 
Dr. Shelly Mitchell 

 

Western Art 

Chair - Dahlia Saldana 
Mari Castillo 

Domingo Cavazos 

Fatima Gamez 

Dalia Gracia 

Javier Gracia 

Juan Gracia 

Jorge Guajardo 

Sandra Guajardo 

Adrian Lares 

 

Youth Archery  

Chair - Randy Bullion 
Brianna Bullion 

Michael Bullion 

Stephanie Bullion 

Kelly McManus 

Michelle McMillan 

Analisa Sanchez 

Jessica Torres



 

GENERAL INFORMATION  

For information not herein contained, please contact, 

Rio Grande Valley Livestock Show & Rodeo 

1000 N. Texas Ave 

Mercedes, TX 78570 

(956) 565-2456 Office 

www.rgvls.com 

 

 

PARKING  

Parking attendants will be on hand to direct traffic to the various parking areas.  Vehicles parked in unauthorized areas 

will be towed away at the expense of the owner. Cars parked in the parking lots should be locked and empty of people. All 

trucks, trailers, and vehicles of exhibitors, not used daily, must be parked on the auxiliary parking lot which is provided 

free of charge.  The lot is located on the West side of the Show grounds. 

 

STOLEN OR LOST PROPERTY 

The Rio Grande Valley Livestock Show will not be responsible for stolen or lost property before, during or after the 

Show. 

 

SECURITY & FIRST AID  

Law enforcement officers will be on hand to give assistance if needed.  The Livestock Show will NOT be responsible for 

lost, damaged, or stolen property. The Rio Grande Valley Livestock Show is also NOT responsible for accidents. There 

will be an emergency first aid station maintained on the showgrounds. 

 

CONCESSION STANDS 

All who operate or work in stands of any kind that serve drinks, or food must comply fully with local, county, and state 

health department requirements.  Concessionaires are responsible for paying all state sales taxes and permit fees. 

 

VETERINARIAN  

Dr. Lucas Hinojosa, Official Show Veterinarian, or authorized veterinarian will be on call at all times.  To obtain the 

services of a veterinarian, exhibitors should contact their division superintendent, or the main livestock show office. 

 

OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPHER  

Only photographers displaying the badge ñOfficial Photographerò are authorized to transact business on the showgrounds, 

to enter show arenas, and to charge exhibitors and others for their services.  News Media, Breed Association 

Representatives and other people may take pictures provided they will not be sold to others.  

 

RETURNED CHECKS 

A $35 charge will be made for all checks returned. 

 

OBJECTIONABLE EXHIBITS & DISPLAYS  

The management reserves the right to remove from the grounds any exhibit, animal, concession, show, sign, banner, 

advertising matter or merchandise of any kind that may be falsely entered or deemed objectionable, without assigning a 

reason, and if necessary, to return any money paid for space or stalls, which shall exonerate the Rio Grande Valley 

Livestock Show from any claim whatsoever on the part of the exhibitor or purchaser.  

 

GATES 

Exhibitors may access the showgrounds through designated exhibitor entries.  Exhibitor entries will open daily at 6:00 

a.m. and close at 12:00 a.m. (midnight). 

 

DOGS/PETS 

DOGS WILL NOT BE ALLOWED ON THE SHOWGROUNDS due to public safety. This policy will be strictly 

enforced and applies to all exhibitors and their employees, vendors, Rio Grande Valley Livestock Show committee 

members, volunteers and Show visitors.  The only exception is official entries in a sanctioned RGVLS competitive and/or 

http://www.rgvls.com/
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entertainment event or certified service dogs.  Service dogs must have proper credentials and proof of current 

vaccinations. No service dogs will be allowed in any livestock barns.  Dogs entered in the Pet Show must be removed 

from the Showgrounds immediately after the Pet Show is completed.  
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GENERAL RULES, REGULATIONS & PROCEDURES TO BE  

FOLLOWED BY ALL EXHIBITORS  
 

RULE 1. INTERPRETATION & VIOLATION OF RULES:  

The Rio Grande Valley Livestock Show, Inc. (at times in these rules referred to simply as ñthe Showò), reserve, to the 

Showôs Executive Committee, the final and absolute right to interpret these rules and regulations and to settle and 

determine all matters, questions, protests, and differences in regard thereto, or otherwise arising out of, or connected with 

or incident to the Show, and the right to amend or add to the rules as its judgment may determine.  All exhibitors by entry 

into the show hereby agree and contract to abide and be bound by these rules and that their rights and privileges as 

Exhibitors in the Show are solely defined by them.  Any Exhibitor who violates any of these rules will be subject to 

specific penalty specified in any rule or rules violated plus one or more of the following as determined at the sole 

discretion of the Executive Committee: 

 

¶ Issuance of oral or written apologies in a form acceptable to the Show, to other exhibitors, Show Officials, sifters, 

judges, chapters, clubs and/or other persons or entities affected by the violation. 

¶ Removal from the Showgrounds, along with any of his/her exhibits/projects. 

¶ Suspension or disqualification of the exhibitor, their immediate family, or both from the 2026 and/or future Rio 

Grande Valley Livestock Shows.  

¶ Forfeiture of all premium, extra, or supplemental funds and/or sales proceeds applicable to the sale of their 

exhibit(s) as part of any Rio Grande Valley Livestock Show from which that exhibitor has been disqualified. 

¶ An exhibitorôs market animal testing positive for any unapproved drugs/ substances will result in disqualification, 

with the exhibitor only receiving resale funds for that said animal. All sale proceeds, add-ons, supplemental bids, 

and premiums will be with held and go into the RGVLS Scholarship Fund.   

¶ Suspension or disqualification of their FFA Chapter or 4-H Club from the 2026 and/or future Rio Grande Valley 

Livestock Shows. 

¶ Suspension or disqualification of other persons with ownership interests in the exhibit(s) exhibited from the 2026 

and/or future Rio Grande Valley Livestock Shows. 

¶ And/or such other penalty as the Executive Committee otherwise orders. 

 

RULE 2. STATEMENT OF LIABILITY  

All exhibits will be subject to the direction of the Show Management, but the Show will in no case be responsible for any 

loss or damage that may occur for any reason, including but not limited to, the condition of the premises or the refusal to 

consent to the administration of any drugs, chemicals, or other foreign substances.  Each exhibitor will be solely 

responsible for any consequential or other loss or injury to any exhibit exhibited by him/her and for its description as 

given in the catalog and shall indemnify the Show against all legal or other proceedings in regard thereto as well as 

damage or injury to any other person or property used by the exhibitor or any of the exhibits by him/her arising out of, or 

in any way connected with, such exhibit. 

 

RULE 3. APPLICATION FOR ENTRY  

The Rio Grande Valley Livestock Show will only accept entries through our online program. Entries may be submitted 

beginning November 1, 2025; however, they must be received in the Livestock Show Office by deadline, January 15, 

2026.  Entry Certification Forms (one per exhibitor), copy of original registration forms (Jr Breeding Goats and Jr 

Breeding Heifers) and payment for entries are due in the Livestock Show Office no later than 10 calendar days after 

online entry date.  NO EXCEPTIONS WILL BE MADE. Please plan with your school district or club to make sure your 

payment is made on time.   

 

¶ All FFA, 4-H and FCCLA entries must be submitted through the Rio Grande Valley Livestock Show online entry 

system available on our website, www.rgvls.com.  It is within the sole discretion of the Show to reject or accept 

any application conditionally. 

¶ Separate entries must be submitted on exhibits, which compete in more than one class.  

¶ Exhibitor MAILING addresses must be entered on both online entries and W-9 forms. Checks will be mailed to 

exhibitors.  

http://www.rgvls.com/
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¶ Entries will not be accepted by individual FFA/4-H members. Only entries made by AST/CEA/Club Managers 

will be accepted. Payment must be made with one check, money order, cashierôs check, or credit card payment for 

all the club or chapter entries.  No cash accepted.  Payment must be received in the Livestock Office no later than 

10 calendar days after the online entry deadline.  Please make checks payable to RGVLS.  Payment must be made 

in full and no refunds under any circumstances will be made.  

 

RULE 4. APPLICATION SUMMARY  

All entries of exhibitors from each individual 4-H club, FFA or FCCLA Chapter must be submitted online by the 4-H 

Club manager, county agent, Agriculture Science Teacher (AST) or FCCLA teacher.  The Rio Grande Valley Livestock 

Show requires a hardcopy of the Official ShoWorks receipt and the detailed ShoWorks summary of entries, in 

alphabetical order by exhibitorôs last name, delivered or mailed to the Livestock Show office no later than 10 calendar 

days after the online entry deadline.  

A hard copy of a W-9 must also be received on each exhibitor. W-9 must represent the exhibitorôs information.  

Incomplete W-9s, W-9s containing information of a parent/guardian, W-9s containing false information will not be 

accepted and will result in the removal of the exhibitorôs entry.  

 

4-H club managers and ASTs must submit a list of qualifying adult leaders who will be assisting their exhibitors during 

the Show. 

 

RULE 5. DEADLINE CALCULATION  

All deadlines specified herein that fall on a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday other than during the Show itself shall be 

on the next business day that is not a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday.  Any other extension of any deadline occurring 

other than during the Show itself such as for weather, natural disaster, Act of God, strike, or any other cause will be at the 

sole discretion of the Show Management. All deadlines occurring during the Show itself are final and will not be extended 

under any circumstances. 

 

RULE 6. ENTRY FEES & DEADLINE SUMMARY  

The following is a list of entry fees and deadlines for various animals and exhibits.  It is agreed by all exhibitors that these 

fees are expressly NOT for the purchase of any goods or services or the chance to win any prize.  

 

There will be a charge of $50 per head/exhibit or $250 per 4-H Club, FFA or FCCLA chapter for entries received after 

January 15, 2026.  Late entries with additional fees will be taken until January 26, 2026.  The online portal will close on 

January 26, 2026, at 5:00 p.m. A $250 late fee will apply for club/chapters not submitting payment by deadline. Any 

individual late entry after January 26 will be assessed a $500 fee.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

26 
 

ONLINE ENTRY DEADLINE: WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 15, 2026 

 

 

RULE 7. PROJECT/ANIMAL SUBSTITUTIONS  

No substitutions of entries will be allowed under any circumstances in any Jr Division after entry deadline.   

 

RULE 8. EXHIBITOR SUBSTITUTIONS  

All animals must be exhibited by their owners, however, when an exhibitor has more than one project entered AND is 

being judged at the same time at the Rio Grande Valley Livestock Show a substitute exhibitor may be used.  The 

substitute exhibitor must be from the same FFA or 4-H club. The substitution request form must be filled out and turned 

in to the division superintendent prior to the event for approval. 

 

If an exhibitor uses a substitute exhibitor in a Jr Breeding Division that shows an animal that qualifies for the Champion 

Drive, the original owner, not the substitute exhibitor, of the animal must show said animal in the Champion Drive.  

 

RULE 9. SHOW CARDS 

Each entry will be assigned an exhibitor number.  Exhibitors will receive a show card with corresponding number, which 

must be worn when entry is being judged. 

 

RULE 10. FEED & WATER  

All exhibitors must provide all feed along with all watering and feed vessels.  Every exhibitor must adequately feed and 

water each animal which he or she has entered, all the way up to their division LOAD OUT time.  Failure to do so may 

disqualify the exhibitor (at the Executive Boardôs discretion) from showing next year.  

 

RULE 11. ARRIVAL  & RELEASE  OF LIVESTOCK ENTRIES ï SEE RULES UNDER EACH DIVISION  

 

 

 

Market Steer (One per exhibitor) $30 per head 

Market Hogs (One per exhibitor) $20 per head 

Market Lambs (One per exhibitor) $20 per head 

Market Goats (One per exhibitor) $20 per head 

Market Rabbits (One pen of 3 per exhibitor) $20 per pen 

Market Poultry (One pen of 3 per exhibitor) $85 per pen ONLINE deadline 12/6/2025 

Horticulture (One judged project per exhibitor) $20 per entry 

Western Art (One judged piece per exhibitor) $20 per entry 

Photography (One judged piece per exhibitor) $20 per entry 

Breeding Cattle (Jr and Open shows) $30 per head 

Breeding Cattle ï Exhibit Cattle Only (not judged) $50 per head 

Jr Breeding Gilts $20 per head 

Jr Breeding Goats $20 per head 

Jr Breeding Sheep $20 per head 

Jr Breeding Rabbits $20 per pen 

Jr Dairy Goats $20 per entry 

4-H & FFA Shop Projects $20 per exhibitor/team member 

Beef Skillathon $20 per entry 

Swine Skillathon $20 per entry 

Ag Product ID (Early online registration) $5 per person 

Ag Product ID Team (Online Registration) $25 per team (3-4 members) 

Ag Product ID Individual/Team (Onsite Registration) $8 per person/ $32 per team 

Prepared Public Speaking $20 per entry 

All Valley Cotton Style Show $20 per entry 

Livestock Judging $5 per person/ $20 per team 

Speed/Performance Horse Events $15 per class entered 

Youth Archery $20 per class entered 

Consumer Decision Making $5 per exhibitor/ $20 per team 
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RULE 12. CARE OF ANIMALS, STALLS & PENS  

All stalls and pens must be cleaned before 9:00 a.m. each morning and animals in their stalls or pens from that time until 

6:00 p.m., unless being judged or being prepared for judging.  

All livestock will be stalled in the designated area assigned to that division. For example: Breeding Cattle ï Event Center; 

Steers ï Steer Barn; Goats and Sheep ï Lamb & Goat Barn, etc.  Exhibitors will not be permitted to stall animals 

otherwise.  To do so may result in an exhibitor being disqualified.  

 

RULE 13. GROOMING OF ANIMALS  

Only immediate family members, ASTs, 4-H Club managers, CEA and registered 4-H group leaders of the group, (for all 

Jr Shows) will be allowed to help/fit exhibitorôs animals on the showgrounds during the Show.   

 

Trimming Tables & Trim Chutes: No Trim Tables are permitted on the grounds. No Steer or Junior Heifer Trim Chutes 

are permitted on the grounds. 

 

Clippers: No clippers, with an electrical cord, are allowed to be used once animals arrive on the grounds.  Cordless 

clippers are allowed. 

 

RULE 14. GENERATORS 

No generators will be allowed in or around livestock facilities.  

 

RULE 15. STALL CARDS & SIGNS 

Each 4-H and FFA exhibitor is required to post a stall card or sign of their exhibit giving the exhibitorôs name, club or 

chapter and similar information, such as sponsor, etc.  This sign may be of any design or shape provided the outside 

dimensions do not exceed 22 inches in all livestock barns.  The exception to this rule will be duty roster signs.  These 

must be no more than three feet wide and four feet in height.  Decoration of stalls will take place during designated times 

only. Absolutely no electrical lights may be used as decoration. (i.e.: Christmas lights, café lights, etc.) 

 

Exhibitors showing in the junior show must stall with their respective 4-H club or FFA chapter, and they must post signs 

that reflect that club or chapter. 

 

Exhibitors of Open Breeding Cattle are permitted to display a sign over the exhibit advertising their own herd.  This sign 

shall be a reasonable size so as not to obstruct the view of other exhibitorôs signs or exhibits of livestock.  Signs not to 

exceed 22x28 inches may be used to advertise individual animals with an individual exhibit.  No ñFor Saleò signs will be 

permitted.  All other forms of signs or advertising must be approved by the Show. 

 

The Show, at its sole discretion, may have any signs removed that violate these provisions or which it otherwise finds 

objectionable for any reason.  

 

RULE 16. SIFTING OF LIVESTOCK  

If the classifier, sifters, Show Management, or RGVLS Director determine that an animal is lacking in competitive merit 

or is not adequately controllable for any reason, it will be eliminated, disqualified from further competition in that yearôs 

Rio Grande Valley Livestock Show.  All sifted market animals will be returned to the exhibitor and must be immediately 

removed from the showgrounds.  Junior exhibitors must personally present their animals for sift.  Substitute junior 

exhibitors may present an animal for sift only if approved by the division superintendent.  No adults will be allowed in the 

sifting area.  

 

RULE 17. JUDGING RULES 

The time of judging the livestock will be announced prior to the Show. All exhibitors must be on hand at the time of 

judging to present their animal promptly on schedule.  No complaint or protest that judges overlooked exhibits will be 

considered. Only Jr exhibitors will be allowed in all holding areas. No other personnel will be allowed in the holding 

pens/areas. Only the exhibitors, the official judges, his/her certified assistants, and authorized show personnel will be 

allowed in the holding areas and judging ring. During the judging, exhibitors shall not speak to the judge except when 

asked to do so by the judge.  No exhibitor, at any time or in any way, whether in person or by agent, servant, parent, or 
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any other person, may interfere with the judges and/or sifters in their official capacity or exhibit disrespect to them or 

other Show Officials.  

 

In classes where competition does not exist, the judge shall make their placing in accordance with the merits of the animal 

being exhibited.  The Show is under no obligation to award a premium or other award to an unworthy animal based on the 

recommendation of the judge. 

 

RULE 18. SHOWING FOR ADJUDICATION  

All exhibitors, in accordance with the rules, must bring their animals into the arena for judging at times and locations 

specified for the type and/or class in which they are competing.  

 

RULE 19. ETHICS 

The following shall be considered unethical in the entry, care, handling and/or showing of any animal. 

¶ Misrepresenting the age of the animal for the class in which it is shown. 

¶ Striking the animal to cause swelling. 

¶ Surgery/Procedure of any kind performed to change the natural contour or appearance of the animalôs body, body 

parts, hide or hair, except for the removal of warts, teats or horns or clipping and dressing of hair and trimming of 

hooves. 

¶ Insertion of foreign material under the skin including, but not limited to, air, liquid, or natural substances from 

other portions of the same or other animals such as blood, urine, fat, or tissue of any kind.  

¶ Changing the color of hair at any point, spot, or area on the animalôs body. 

¶ The use of alcoholic beverages in the feed or administered as a drench. 

¶ Mishandling, abuse, or neglect of animals. 

¶ Any other items/activities deemed unethical by the RGVLS Executive Committee. 

 

RULE 20. PROTESTS 

Any disagreement, dispute, claim or challenge to any decision of the Show Management, its officials, or judges, under 

these rules or otherwise arising out of the presence of any exhibitor on the showgrounds or in any competition as part of 

the Show, must be made by protest in writing within 15 calendar days of the event or decision made based on the 

disagreement, dispute, claim or challenge.  If protesting an animal, protest must be made prior to completion of judging of 

that animal.  All protests must be supported by an affidavit based upon the personôs knowledge of the affiant supporting 

the protest together with a deposit of $250.  The deposit will be forfeited if the protest is not sustained.  No protest will be 

accepted challenging the policy reflected in any rule, only its application or administration.  All policy decisions of the 

Show reflected in these rules are final.  No protest will be accepted regarding the merits of the judgeôs decision unless it is 

alleged that such decision was made in violation of these rules.  The Executive Committee of the Show shall have the sole 

right and authority to review and decide the protest.  In so doing, it may use the information contained therein and any and 

all other information, which it may be able to acquire from any source.  The protesting party will be notified of a time and 

place within twenty (20) days of the date of the protest when the protesting party, in person or by representative so 

authorized in writing, may appear before the Executive Committee to state his/her position or present additional evidence 

competent under the Texas Rules of Evidence.  Each such presentation shall be limited to ninety (90) minutes in total 

time.  Non- appearance at the time scheduled will constitute a default of the protest.  The Show will not be required to 

produce any controvert evidence at the presentation.  The protesting party will be allowed to request advance production 

of any controvert evidence to the extent it is available when requested.  Within ten (10) days of the date of the scheduled 

presentation, the Executive Committee will forward its decision in writing to the protesting party at the address of that 

partyôs application and to any representative so authorized in writing.  The decision of the Executive Committee shall be 

final in all respects.  Compliance with this rule in all respects shall be an absolute administrative prerequisite to any 

further action of any kind.  

 

RULE 21. SPECIAL RULES 

Special rules or conditions are published in each division where necessary.  If there is a conflict between the special rules 

of any division and the general rules and regulations, the special rules will govern. 
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RULE 22. STAYING OVERNIGHT ON THE SHOWGROUNDS  

Only bona fide ASTs, CEAs, Assistant CEAs, 4-H club managers, exhibitors, their parents/guardians and/or family 

members and other persons authorized by the Show management will be allowed to stay on the grounds overnight.  

 

RULE 23. GENERAL CONDUCT RULES 

No excessive noise of any kind will be allowed after twelve midnight.  No exhibitor, family member of any exhibitor, 

AST, CEA, 4-H club manager or assistants may use abusive language, be disruptive, interfere with the exhibits of others, 

exhibit lewd or lascivious behavior, possess, or use non-prescription narcotics or controlled substances as defined by 

federal law, or otherwise create a nuisance or obstacle to the orderly continuation of the Show.  Any person on the Rio 

Grande Valley Livestock Showgrounds who refuses to allow a search of his/her person, exhibit area, supplies, overnight 

living quarters, vehicles, or other facilities under their possession or control within the confines of the Showgrounds for 

substances prohibited by these rules may be subject to the penalties as specified in Rule 1.  Constructive possession is the 

existence of substances in or within the areas specified herein other than on the person. 

 

RULE 24. GROUND SECURITY 

All exhibitors are always solely responsible for the security and condition of their animals until delivered to the truck or 

other conveyance of the buyer.  The Show is in no way responsible for the security of any animal or exhibit.  Each FFA 

Chapter and 4-H Club must supply the name and phone number of a person who can be reached at all times during the 

Show in case an emergency arises. 

 

RULE 25. WRISTBANDS & GATE TICKETS  

¶ One exhibitor wristband will be provided to FFA, FCCLA and 4-H Club advisors for each exhibitor listed on their 

summary sheets.  Wristbands must always be worn during the Show.  The wristband will serve as the exhibitorôs 

admission to the showgrounds.  Double entry in the Open and Jr Divisions by a Jr exhibitor does not entitle the 

exhibitor to additional passes and/or parking permits.  Exhibitors who participate in FFA and 4-H are not entitled 

to any additional wristbands. No lost or stolen wristbands will be replaced. 

¶ Agriculture Science Teachers and 4-H club managers: Complimentary season gate passes will be allowed each 

AST and 4-H club manager based on the following number of exhibitors as shown on their summary sheet.  CEAs 

and Assistant CEAs who have exhibitors from their county will each be allowed one season gate pass.  Additional 

season gate tickets may be purchased at the discounted price of $35. 

o 1-10 Exhibitors ï 2 Season Passes 

o 11-20 Exhibitors ï 3 Season Passes 

o 21-30 Exhibitors ï 4 Season Passes 

o 31 or more Exhibitors ï 5 Season Passes 

 

¶ Open Show Exhibitors: Listed below is the maximum number of season gate tickets that will be issued.  Each 

exhibitor will be dealt with separately and if the maximum number of tickets is not required, the maximum will 

not be issued.  Additional season gate tickets, more than the allowed amount, may be purchased at the discounted 

price of $35.  

o 1 head ï 1 Season Pass 

o 2-3 head ï 2 Season Passes 

o 4-6 head ï 3 Season Passes 

o 7-10 head ï 4 Season Passes 

o 11 or more head ï 5 Season Passes 

 

Note: All gate tickets of every character are good only for admission of the person to whom issued.  Tickets are not 

transferable and will be forfeited if misused in any manner.  

 

26. SALE ï MARKET ANIMALS  

As this is a terminal show, exhibitors must sell all market steers, hogs, lambs, goats, poultry, and rabbits that show in 

competition during the Rio Grande Valley Livestock Show.  There will be no take-home market animals, except those 

ordered by the Show to be removed due to sickness or sifting. All market steers, hogs, lambs, and goats will be sold by the 
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pound.  Market rabbits and poultry will be sold by the pen.  The Show reserves the right to return market animals to their 

exhibitors in the event a bid cannot be obtained by the Show. 

 

27. OWNERSHIP & ANIMAL IDENTITY  

Ownership of all terminal projects will remain with the exhibitor until the project is delivered on or to the truck or other 

conveyance of the buyer.  All entries must be in line with all state validation requirements and follow all state validation 

regulations. Animal Identity DNA Testing ï As a condition for participation in the Show, every exhibitor must agree to 

submit DNA Validation/Registration samples of any and all animals entered by the exhibitor for the purposes of 

identification.  The Show requires the animal exhibited at the Show be the same as the animal enrolled at the 

validation/registration event.  The Show specifically reserves the right to obtain and maintain hair and/or blood DNA 

samples and have analysis made on any animal entered for the competition.  The conclusion reached by the testing 

company/laboratories shall be final, without recourse against the Show or its service providers.  If the animalôs identity 

(Show sample) is found to differ from its validation/registrations sample, then the exhibitor will forfeit any awards, prize 

money and/or sale proceeds and may forfeit all rights and privileges to exhibit in the future at the Show. 

Livestock projects must be raised at the physical address of validation record.  Prior approval must be granted by the 

ñSpecies Specific County-Level State Validation Committeeò in the event the animal will be outside the direct care of the 

exhibitor, immediate family and/or the supervising CEA or AST.  Failure to gain approval from the supervising AST/CEA 

and the Species-Specific County Level State Validation Committee will result in the disqualification of all state validated 

livestock.  

 

28. HEALTH REQUIREMENTS  

A Certificate of Veterinary Inspection (Health Certificate) issued within the past 30 days is required for all INTERSTATE 

(out-of-state) BREEDING CATTLE. The health certificate must be location specific to the Show. The health certificate 

must specify ñRio Grande Valley Livestock Show, Mercedes, TXò.  Texas Origin (Intrastate) Livestock no longer requires 

Certificate of Veterinary Inspection (Health Certificates). 

 

All livestock exhibited must meet the health requirements of the Texas Animal Health Commission and any additional 

requirements that the Show may, in its sole discretion, require.  Cattle and horses from tick and scabies quarantined areas 

must be accompanied by a certificate issued by a state or federal inspector showing freedom from infection or exposure 

thereto and have been dipped immediately prior to shipment.  These animals will be checked against health certificates at 

the gate of the showgrounds.  Any animal may be inspected, refused entry, or be required to be removed from the 

showgrounds due to disease or external parasites.  Animals that show any evidence of abnormal discharge will not be 

admitted and all cows calving will be isolated. 

 

HORSES: Effective January 1, 1997, all equine, regardless of origin, entering any show, fair and exhibition (interstate or 

intrastate) must have a negative test for EIA conducted within the previous 12 months.  

 

RULE 29. FOREIGN SUBSTANCES 

The Rio Grande Valley Livestock Show, in its sole discretion, may, any number of times and at any time, test any animal 

officially entered in any division for unethical fitting or any foreign substance, including any type of drugs, chemicals or 

prohibited feed additives other than drugs or chemicals.  All f eed additives are prohibited if they are so indicated by the 

USDA or FDA at the time of the test.  There will be zero tolerance for non-approved substances and feed additives. 

Unethical fitting is any physical or physiological attempt to alter the natural confirmation, musculature, body part, or 

weight in any animal. 

 

RULE 30. MEDICATIONS  

Exhibitors who have animals on the grounds requiring the service of a veterinarian, should report to the superintendent of 

their division who will call a veterinarian.  After that, exhibitors should wait near their animal until a veterinarian arrives.  

If an animal of an exhibitor needs medication, the decision to give it or allow it to be given is solely that of the exhibitor, 

regardless of consent or lack thereof from the Show and the effect on the animal of its administration, or lack thereof, is 

solely the responsibility of the exhibitor.  If the medications used to treat the animal are, or could be, hazardous to humans 

if consumed, the animal must be removed from the showgrounds immediately.  If the animal of an exhibitor is medicated 

without the expressed consent of the Showôs General Manager or Official Veterinarian, and it tests positive for the 
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substance administered, the provisions of Rule 1 will apply.  Payment of veterinary fees is the responsibility of the 

exhibitor.  

 

RULE 31.  USE AND POSSESSION 

RGVLS establishes a zero tolerance for any type of medication in an animal unless the Showôs General Manager or 

Official Veterinarian has given expressed written consent.  Should any such medication be found in the actual or 

constructive possession of any other person, that person may be expelled from the showgrounds for a length of time to be 

determined in the sole discretion of the Show.  Veterinarians bringing such medications onto the showgrounds for the 

possible treatment of animals pursuant to this rule should advise the Showôs General Manager or Official Veterinarian 

before doing so or they will expose themselves to the provisions of this rule.  

 

RULE 32. TATTOOING, BRANDING, ETC.  

Absolutely no tattooing, branding, or ear notching will be allowed on the showgrounds.  Any violations of this rule will 

result in the exhibitor and project being subject to disqualification. 

 

RULE 33. SALE OF CHAMPION S 

Details of the Sale of Champions, including but not limited to, date, time, place levels and eligibility of exhibitor are 

subject to change at the sole discretion of the Board of Directors of the Rio Grande Valley Livestock Show. 

 

RULE 34. SHOW BOXES 

All tack, feed, and equipment, including but not limited to show boxes, chairs, brooms, shovels or scoops and bags, must 

be kept in the designated feed alley.  None of these items will be allowed on any public walkways. Failure to follow this 

rule will result in disciplinary action against the FFA Chapter or 4-H club.  

 

RULE 35. COOKING  

No cooking grills, crockpots, roasters, hot plates, electric skillets, or BBQ grills are allowed within the showgrounds or in 

any barn areas. 

 

RULE 36. TENTS 

No personal tents, pop up tents or shade are allowed within the showground or barn areas.  

 

RULE 37. UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE WHOLESALE MEAT ACT  

Market livestock and poultry shown at and sold through the Rio Grande Valley Livestock Show must meet the 

requirements of the Wholesome Meat Act, which is administered by the U.S. Department of Agriculture.  The Act 

requires that animals intended for harvest for human consumption must be healthy and free of chemical or drug residues.  

Antibiotics and Sulfonamides have required withdrawal periods.  Before administering these drugs, consult a licensed 

practicing veterinarian.  Drug label directions and withdrawal periods must be followed.  Unhealthy or lame animals may 

be rejected for processing.  Entire carcasses may be condemned if drug or other chemical residues are found.  

 

 

RULE 38. CAMP SITES FOR FFA CHAPTERS AND 4-H CLUBS 

Designated shaded camp areas will be assigned to FFA chapters and 4-H clubs with the greatest number of entries for the 

current show year.  Areas can/will change from week one and week two based on the number of entries of chapters and 

clubs.  If a chapter or club is not assigned to a shaded area, they should set up their camps in any of the other approved 

camp areas.  These will be on a first come first served basis.  Chapters and clubs will be allowed to set up their camps on 

specific dates and times only. Any club or chapter that sets up outside of these designated times may have their equipment 

removed. 
 
RULE 39. TEXAS ANIMAL HEALTH COMMISSION REQUIREMENTS  

Next Page 
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CHAMPS FOR CHAMPIONS ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIP  
 

REQUIREMENTS  

1. Must have exhibited in the Rio Grande Valley Livestock Show in at least 2 of the past 3 years. 

2. SAT or ACT score submissions are strongly recommended, but not required.  

3. Applicants must be residents of Cameron, Hidalgo, Starr, or Willacy counties. 

4. Must have made formal application to enroll in a college, university, technical school, or form of higher 

education. 

5. In addition to the basic requirements above, applicants must meet the entrance requirements of the college, 

university, or technical school they plan to attend. 

6. Scholarship recipients will be announced at the annual Sale of Champions and may be required to assist the Sale 

of Champions Committee throughout the sale.  

7. Scholarship funds must be requested by June 1 of the year following high school graduation.  Funds will be 

forfeited after 12 months. 

 

SCHOLARSHIP EVALUATIVE CRITERIA  

Academics 30 Points 

RGVLS Projects 20 Points 

Projects other than RGVLS 10 Points 

Leadership 10 Points 

Honors & Awards 7 Points 

Citizenship 5 Points 

Narrative 10 Points 

Interview *if selected 8 Points 

 

*After preliminary judging of the applications, the Scholarship Committee will invite the top scoring applicants for an 

interview.  

 

TOTAL MAXIMUM SCORE 100%  

 

Scholarship applications must be submitted Online by December 15, 2025.  Applications will not be accepted after this 

deadline.  RGVLS will not accept printed or emailed applications.  The Champs for Champions Academic Scholarship 

Application can be found at www.rgvls.com.  

http://www.rgvls.com/
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ACHIEVEMENT  SCHOLARSHIP 

Sponsored in part  by South Texas Ford Dealers 

  

 

The Rio Grande Valley Livestock Show and the South Texas Ford Dealers will award scholarships to exhibitors of 

breed/division champion projects at the Show.   

 

ELIGIBILITY  

1. The recipient must compete in RGVLS according to the rules in the Rio Grande Valley Livestock Show Premium 

Book. 

2. Recipients must be the owner and exhibitor of the project that the scholarship is awarded for. 

3. Should an exhibitor of his/her project be disqualified for any reason from the RGVLS, or in any subsequent 

RGVLS, any scholarship or scholarships he/she has been awarded will be forfeited. 

4. Recipients must be a graduate from a Texas public, private or home high school and attend an accredited college, 

university, vocational or trade school. 

 

5. Should recipient not attend a college, university, vocational or trade school the first regular semester after 

graduation from high school or fail to maintain academic standards for enrollment, the balance of his/her 

scholarship(s) shall revert to the RGVLS Achievement Scholarship Program. Scholarship funds must be requested 

within 12 months after June 1st of the calendar year following high school graduation.  Funds will be forfeited 

after 12 months. 

 

6. Refer to individual divisions for eligibility. 

 

 

REQUIREMENTS  

1. Recipient must attend an accredited college, university, vocational or trade school. 

2. Recipient must submit to the RGVLS: 

a. Completed RGVLS Scholarship Requirements and Criteria Form 

b. Official high school transcript showing date of graduation and class rank. 

c. Office Verification of Enrollment (VOE) from their college or universityôs registrarôs office.  This must 
be dated after the final drop date of the college or university. 

  

3. Recipients may not redeem more than $2000 in scholarships per semester from the RGVLS & South Texas Ford 

Dealerships Scholarship Fund and may not accumulate more than $10,000 in scholarships during their entire 

participation in RGVLS. Once an exhibitor reaches $10,000 and qualifies for additional exhibitor scholarships, in 

any division, the scholarship will go to the reserve champion unless they have reached the $10,000 limit.   

4. The recipient must complete 12 credit hours per semester with a grade point average (GPA) of at least 2.0 for 

each semester.  If the GPA falls below 2.0 for any semester and the recipient has not redeemed all of his/her 

scholarships, the remaining balance will revert back to the Achievement Scholarship Program.  

 

5. No funds will be distributed until the recipient has complied with all requirements listed above. 

RGVLS Executive Committee reserves the right to interpret or to amend these rules and requirements anytime at 

its discretion and to settle and determine all disputes, questions or matter regarding, arising from or incident to the 

scholarship program. 
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MARKET GOAT DIVISION  

2025 Grand Champion was exhibited by Wyatt Robbins of Sharyland Pioneer FFA. 

 

JUDGE 

Bryan Bernhard ï Abernathy, TX 

 

SHOWMANSHIP JUDGE  

John Lanier ï Somerset, TX 

 
ENTRY DEADLINE ï January 15, 2026 

ENTRY FEE - $20 per exhibitor 

DELIVERY TO SHOWGROUNDS ï 8:00 a.m. ï 6:00 p.m., Monday, March 16, 2026 

WEIGHING/SIFTING/CLASSIFYING ï 6:00 ï 8:00 p.m., Monday, March 16, 2026 

JUDGING ï 9:00 a.m., Wednesday, March 18, 2026 ï Lamb & Goat Barn 

SHOWMANSHIP ï 1:00 p.m., Thursday, March 19, 2026 

LOAD OUT ï 11:00 a.m., Sunday, March 22, 2026 

 

SPECIAL RULES FOR MARKET GOATS  

1. Each exhibitor must be a bona fide member of a Texas 4-H Club or FFA Chapter, enrolled in elementary, 

secondary, or home school and reside in Cameron, Hidalgo, Starr, or Willacy counties. 

 

2. Exhibitors must be in the third grade or 9 years old but less than 20 years of age as of January 1, 2026. 

3. Livestock projects must be raised at the physical address of validation record. Prior approval must be granted by 

the ñSpecies Specific County-Level State Validation Committeeò in the event the animal will be outside the direct 

care of the exhibitor, immediate family/guardian, and/or the supervising County Extension Agent or Agricultural 

Science Teacher/County Extension Agent and the Species-Specific County-Level State Validation Committee 

will result in the disqualification of all state validated livestock. 

4. All goats must be state validated and recorded in Cameron, Hidalgo, Starr, or Willacy counties by October 31, 

2025.  All market goats entering the showring are required to have legible/visible state validation tattoos and ear 

tags. RGVLS will adhere to all state validation guidelines and decisions.  

5. Goats may be of any breed or crossbreed, a wether, or unbred doe. 
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6. Market Does brought to the showgrounds must have a Premise ID Tag issued by the Texas Animal Health 

Commission.  If an exhibitor has purchased a market doe from a breeder, the breeder should supply the Premise 

ID Tag. 

 

7. An exhibitor may enter only one market goat. 

 

8. All exhibitors participating in showmanship will register onsite. 

9. Any animal which has sold in a terminal auction at another show will be ineligible to show unless the proper 

Change of Ownership forms are received, reflecting why there is evidence of more than one validation and that 

the previous validation(s) have been canceled.  

10. Exhibitors must declare the animalôs weight at the time they sift and classify.  The weight listed on the weight 
card will become that animalôs official declared weight to be used for weigh back and selling purposes.  

Exhibitors must complete the weight card to include declared weight and state validation tag number. The 

accuracy of information submitted and recorded is the sole responsibility of the exhibitor.  

11. The decision of the sifters will be final. Protests will not be accepted on sifterôs opinion. 

12. After sifting, the goats will be divided into five weight divisions as equitably as possible. Each weight division 

will then be divided into four classes as equitably in number as possible. All goats of the same weight will be put 

in the same weight group. 

13. Exhibitors must remove goats that are sifted from the showgrounds immediately after sifting.  All others must be 

consigned by the exhibitor and or buyer to the processing plant, individual, etc. assigned by the Show 

management.  All Market Goats will be sold to the person or company submitting the highest bid.  Violation of 

this rule will result in exhibitors being barred from future shows. 

14. Goats must meet the following requirements or be sifted: 

a. Must weigh at least 65 pounds.  The maximum weight for all goats will be 120 pounds. 

b. Any goat that has had its natural musculature or weight altered by use of injections or ingested material 

not conducive to the continued health of goats or marketability of goat carcasses will be sifted. 

c. All goats must be slick shorn from the knee and hock up with 3/8 inch of hair or less. 

d. Sharp or pointed horns must be clipped, rounded, or sanded to the diameter of a dime or larger to meet the 

approval of the Goat Committee prior to going through the sift. 

e. Goats must be creditable from standpoint of quality, finish and not have been mutilated in any way at the 

time of sifting. 

f. Exhibitors must have a collar or halter on their goat at all times during sifting. 

g. Significant clipping/shearing on the body at the showgrounds is not considered touch up clipping, and the 

goat is subject to disqualification.  

 

15. Trimming Tables: No Trim Tables or show rails are permitted on the grounds. All market goats must be clipped 

before arrival to the showgrounds. Individual free-standing head stanchions are allowed, but they must stay within 

the pen and must not block alleys and/or pedestrian traffic. 

16. No corded blowers will be permitted during the Junior Market Shows. 

17. Chokers and spikes will not be permitted during sift or during judging. 

18. Fitting: Pure water ONLY.  If an exhibitor is caught at the gate with a foreign substance on a goat, there will be 

immediate disqualification. Foreign material including (but not limited to) painting, powdering, oiling, artificial 
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coloring, or adhesives is prohibited. No clippers requiring an electrical cord are allowed to be used once the 

animal has arrived on the showgrounds.  Touch up clipping below the knees and hocks with cordless clippers, 

scissors, or hand shears will be allowed.   

19. Only exhibitors and show officials will be allowed in the holding areas, judging arena, or on the arena directorôs 
stand during sifting and judging. 

20. No drenching, watering/feeding, or grooming (cleaning or wiping of feces/debris is not considered grooming) is 

allowed while in the ñholding areaò at any time.  

21. Safety of all exhibitors and volunteers ï In the case that an exhibitor loses control of their animal, the 

superintendent reserves the right, at any time, to have the animal secured and removed from the arena to prevent 

the injury of the owner/exhibitor, other exhibitors, arena staff, and/or others. Any animal that is removed from the 

arena for safety reasons may be disqualified.  

22. The top four (4) placing goats in each class of each weight division may be designated for re-weighing during 

judging at a time determined by the Goat Superintendent.  Any goat weighing more than 5 lbs. above or below its 

recorded official show weight will become ineligible for any award or placing. 

23. The Show may collect a hair and/or blood sample from any goat entered in the Show for the purpose of 

conducting a DNA analysis.  Any goat not having a positive match from the DNA analysis of this hair and/or 

blood sample compared to the DNA analysis of the samples taken from it at the time of enrollment in the state 

validation program will be disqualified. 

24. Showmanship will take place Thursday, March 19, 2026, at 9:00 a.m. All exhibitors must declare showmanship 

during the sifting process. 

25. Goats being held in sample collection areas for drug testing will be allowed to be watered/drenched and fed if so 

desired by the exhibitor.  Only the exhibitor, parent/guardian, or AST/4-H Leader will be allowed to do so.  It will 

remain their responsibility to make certain that the goat is still within its allowed weigh-back range. 

26. Scholarships will be awarded as follows: 

a. Scholarships will not be awarded when there are less than 5 head shown in competition in any weight 

division of the Market Goat Division.   

b. If there are 5 to 14 entries shown, 50% of the full scholarship will be awarded to the Division Champion 

of each weight division.  

c. 15 head and more will result in full scholarship amounts. 

 

27. All entries in any junior breeding or market division are subject to be used in the RGVLS Livestock Judging 

event. 

 

General Rules, Regulations and Procedures on page 23 also apply. 

 

AWARDS 

 

Grand Champion ï Buckle & Banner 

Reserve Grand Champion ï Buckle & Banner 

Division Champions ï $1000 Scholarship, Buckle & Banner 

Reserve Division Champions ï Banner & Rosette 

Champion winners in each division will compete for Grand Champion Award.  Reserve Champion winner in division that 

produced the Grand Champion will compete with the remaining Champions for the Reserve Grand Champion Award.  
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The Grand Champion, Reserve Grand Champion, Division Champions and 1st, 2nd, and 3rd placing projects will be eligible 

to participate in the Sale of Champions on Saturday, March 21, 2026, at 10:00 a.m.  This is a premium auction only; the 

actual projects will not be sold to the buyers. 

 

SCHEDULE OF PREMIUMS  

¶ 4th place - $26 

¶ 5th place - $25 

¶ 6th place - $24 

MARKET GOAT SHOWMANSHIP  

All exhibitors of market goats are eligible to compete.  Exhibitors must show their own market goat for showmanship and 

exhibitor number is required.  Exhibitors will be divided into three groups based on their grade as of the day of the show. 

 

SHOWMANSHIP DIVISIONS  

¶ Junior ï Grades 3rd -5th 

¶ Intermediate ï Grades 6th ï 8th 

¶ Seniors ï Grades 9th ï 12th  

 

SHOWMANSHIP AWARDS  

¶ Champion - $100 premium & Buckle 

¶ Reserve Champion - $75 premium & Buckle 

¶ 3rd place - $50 premium & Ribbon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

45 
 

MARKET HOG DIVISION  

2025 Grand Champion was exhibited by Keaton Fohn of Highland Hustlers 4-H. 

JUDGE 

Clay Zwilling ï West Lafayette, IN 

 

SHOWMANSHIP JUDGE  

Morgan Wagner (Jourdanton, TX) 

 
ENTRY DEADLINE ï January 15, 2026 

ENTRY FEE - $20 per exhibitor 

DELIVERY TO SHOWGROUNDS ï 12:00 ï 6:00 p.m., Monday, March 16, 2026 

             8:00 a.m. ï 12:00 p.m., Tuesday, March 17, 2026 

VALIDATION CHECK/WEIGHT CARD TURN IN  DEADLINE  ï 5:00 p.m., Tuesday, March 17, 2026 

CORRECTIONS TO WEIGHT CARDS ï 12:00 p.m., Wednesday, March 18, 2026 

CLASSIFYING/JUDGING ï   8:00 a.m., Thursday, March 19, 2026 

SHOWMANSHIP ï 8:00 a.m., Friday, March 20, 2026 

LOAD OUT ï 6:00 p.m., Saturday, March 22, 2026 (Times subject to change). 

 

SPECIAL RULES FOR MARKET HOGS  

1. Each exhibitor must be a bona fide member of a Texas 4-H Club or FFA Chapter, enrolled in elementary, 

secondary, or home school and reside in Cameron, Hidalgo, Starr, or Willacy counties. 

2. 4-H and FFA exhibitors must be in the third grade or at least 9 years old, but under 20 as of January 1, 2026. 

3. Livestock projects must be raised at the physical address of validation record.  Prior approval must be granted by 

the ñSpecies Specific County-Level State Validation Committeeò in the event the animal will be outside the direct 

care of the exhibitor, immediate family/guardian, and/or the supervising County Extension Agent or Agriculture 

Science Teacher.  Failure to gain approval from the supervising Agriculture Science Teacher/County Extension 

Agent and the Species Specific County-Level Validation Committee will result in the disqualification of all state 

validated livestock. 

4. Both barrows and gilts are eligible to be entered.  All market hogs must have been state validated through the 

Texas Swine Validation Program by November 30, 2025.  Ear notches and validation numbers must match those 

on validation paperwork. RGVLS will adhere to all state validation guidelines and decisions. 

5. An exhibitor may enter only one market hog. 
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6. Exhibitors must remove hogs that are sifted from the showgrounds immediately after sifting.  All others must be 

consigned by the exhibitor and or buyer to the processing plant, individual, etc. assigned by the Show 

management.  Violation of this rule will result in exhibitors being barred from future shows. 

7. Any animal that has been sold in a terminal auction at another show is ineligible for this Show.  Market hogs 

found to have evidence of more than one validation will be ineligible to show unless the proper Change of 

Ownership Forms are recorded, reflecting why there is evidence of more than one validation and that the previous 

validation(s) have been canceled. 

8. Minimum weight is 240 lbs. Maximum weight is 300 lbs. Animals will be reweighed at the discretion of the 

Division Chairman.  Hogs that are found to have injuries or illness are subject to sift at the discretion of the show 

veterinarian. 

9. From Monday, March 16, 2026, 12 p.m. to Saturday, March 21, 2026, 5 p.m., all alley ways are to be kept clear of 

show boxes, feed boxes, wagons, ice chests, chairs and other items that may cause harm to hog or people walking 

down the alley ways. These items may be placed on the exterior perimeter of the hog barn pens. The outside 

perimeter is a First come First Serve basis and no items are to be affixed to pens or bleachers. No boxes will be 

allowed to hang anywhere outside of the pen. Failure to follow this rule will result in disciplinary action to the 

school or 4H club in violation of each offense. 

10. The market hog barn will be closed to everyone, except for market hog committee members, on Saturday, March 

21, 2026, starting at 4:00 p.m. and will re-open on Sunday, March 22, 2026, at 8:00 a.m. No one is allowed to 

remove show boxes, feed boxes, water tubes or tack between these hours.  

11. Animals must stay in assigned pens. Exhibitors cannot build their own pens. You should bring your own dividers. 

12. Exhibitors must declare animal weight, breed, and state validation number on weight card.  The weight listed on 

the weight card will become that animalôs official declared weight to be used for weigh back and selling purposes.  

Exhibitors must complete the weight card to include declared weight and state validation tag number and breed.  

Errors made on weight cards by the exhibitor or representative will not be changed after Tuesday, March 17, 

2026, at 5:00 p.m.  Committee errors on class and weight posting will NOT be changed after Wednesday, March 

18, 2026, at 12:00 noon.  All exhibitors participating in showmanship must enter through the online Showorks 

system by January 15, 2026. 

13. Scales will be allowed in the barn during sifting and judging within club/chapter assigned pens or designated 

areas, provided they are tagged with the club/chapter name, and they must state ñNon-Official Scaleò.  No scales 

will be allowed in alleyways at any time.  Scales must be removed within one hour of the end of the market hog 

show. 

14. No ear notching is permitted on the showgrounds. Any freshly notched ear discovered on the grounds will result 

in disqualification of the animal. Disqualified hogs are still subject to consignment contract. 

15. All market hogs entering the showring are required to have validation ear tags. Exhibitors may NOT remove ear 

tags from their animals. If ear tags fall off, it must be turned into the Market Hog Committee Chairperson.  

Exhibitors may NOT remove pen numbers from pen where their animal was stalled.  Removal of ear tags and/or 

pen numbers may result in exhibitorôs premium money and/or resale money being held by RGVLS. 

16. Fitting: Pure water ONLY.  If an exhibitor is caught at the gate with foreign substance on a hog, there will be 

immediate disqualification. Foreign material including (but not limited to) painting, powdering, oiling, artificial 

coloring, or adhesives is prohibited.  

17. Only exhibitors and show officials will be allowed in the holding areas, judging arena, or on the arena directorôs 
stand during sifting and judging. 
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18. No drenching, watering/feeding, or grooming (cleaning or wiping of feces/debris is not considered 

grooming) is allowed while in the ñholding areaò at any time.  

19. Market hogs will be classified by the judge as they enter the show ring. 

20. A market hog, which in the opinion of the judge, does not have predominant breed characteristics of the class in 

which it is entered, may be sifted from the Show or, with the approval of the Division Superintendent and the 

Show Management, moved by the judge to the breed, which in his/her opinion, the animal is eligible to be 

exhibited. 

21. Hogs may be reweighed during judging at a time determined by the Superintendent.  Any hog weighing more than 

10 lbs. above or 10 lbs. less than its initial official show weight will become ineligible for any award or placing.  

Once the market hog is on RGVLS property, it will not be permitted to leave the RGVLS Grounds without 

approval of the RGVLS Administration. 

22. The Show may collect a hair and/or blood sample from any hog entered in the Show for the purpose of 

conducting a DNA analysis.  Any hog not having a positive match from the DNA analysis of this hair and/or 

blood sample compared to the DNA analysis of the samples taken from it at the time of enrollment in the state 

validation program will be disqualified. 

23. All exhibitors participating in showmanship will register onsite. 

24. All market hogs will be sold to the person or company submitting the highest bid. 

25. Hogs being held in sample collection areas for drug testing will be allowed to be watered/drenched and fed if so 

desired by the exhibitor.  Only the exhibitor, parent/guardian, or AST/4-H Leader will be allowed to do so.  It will 

remain their responsibility to make certain that the hog is still within its allowed weigh-back range.  

26. Scholarships will be awarded as follows: 

a. Scholarships will not be awarded when there are less than 5 head shown in competition in any breed 

division of the Market Hog Division.   

b. If there are 5 to 14 entries shown, 50% of the full scholarship will be awarded to the Division Champion 

of each breed division.  

c. 15 head and more will result in full scholarship amounts.  
 

28. All entries in any junior breeding or market division are subject to be used in the RGVLS Livestock 

Judging event. 

 

General Rules, Regulations and Procedures on page 23 also apply. 

 

JUDGING 

All market hogs will be classified in each class according to the Texas State Swine Breed Classification Guidelines. Hogs 

will be divided by the following breeds and judged in this order: 

¶ Duroc 

¶ Hampshire 

¶ Yorkshire 

¶ Light OPB 

¶ Dark OPB 

¶ Light Crossbreeds 
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¶ Dark/Other Crossbreeds 

 

In the event there are as many as 75 entries of another Purebred, classes will be added for that breed.  If the number of 

entries of any breed falls below 40, that breed class will be discontinued the following year.  Hogs will be put in classes as 

equal in number as possible.  All hogs of the same weight will be put in the lower weight group. 

 

First place hogs in each breed class will compete for Breed Champion.  Second place winner in the class which produced 

the Breed Champion, will compete with the remaining first place hogs of the breed for Reserve Breed Champion. 

 

AWARDS 

Grand Champion ï Buckle & Banner 

Reserve Grand Champion ï Buckle & Banner 

Breed Champions ï Buckle, Banner, $1000 Scholarship & Rosette 

Reserve Breed Champions ï Banner & Rosette 

Champion winners in each division will compete for Grand Champion Award.  Reserve Champion winner in division that 

produced the Grand Champion will compete with the remaining Champions for the Reserve Grand Champion Award.  

The Grand Champion, Reserve Grand Champion, Division Champions and 1st, 2nd, and 3rd placing projects will be eligible 

to participate in the Sale of Champions on Saturday, March 21, 2026, at 10:00 a.m.  This is a premium auction only; the 

actual projects will not be sold to the buyers. 

 

SCHEDULE OF PREMIUMS  

¶ 4th place - $26 

¶ 5th place - $25 

¶ 6th place - $24 

MARKET HOG SHOWMANSHIP  

All exhibitors of market hogs are eligible to compete.  Exhibitors must show their own hog for showmanship and an 

exhibitor number is required.  Exhibitors will be divided into three groups based on their grade as of the day of the show. 

 

SHOWMANSHIP DIVISIONS  

¶ Junior ï Grades 3rd -5th 

¶ Intermediate ï Grades 6th ï 8th 

¶ Seniors ï Grades 9th ï 12th  

 

SHOWMANSHIP AWARDS  

¶ Champion - $100 premium & Buckle 

¶ Reserve Champion - $75 premium & Buckle 

¶ 3rd place - $50 premium & Ribbon 
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MARKET LAMB DIVISION  

2025 Grand Champion was exhibited by Sheylene Garza of Weslaco FFA. 

 

CLASSIFIERS 

Russell Duncum ï Martindale, TX 

Ric Hunter ï Jourdanton, TX 

Warren Beard ï Sabinal, TX 

 

JUDGE 

Josh Kouns ï Seymour, TX 

 

SHOWMANSHIP JUDGE  

Ric Hunter ï Jourdanton, TX 

 
ENTRY DEADLINE ï January 15, 2026 

ENTRY FEE - $20 per exhibitor 

DELIVERY TO SHOWGROUNDS ï 8:00 a.m. ï 6:00 p.m., Monday, March 16, 2026 

WEIGHING/SIFTING/CLASSIFYING ï 6:00 ï 8:00 p.m., Monday, March 16, 2026 

JUDGING ï 1:00 p.m., Tuesday, March 17, 2026 

SHOWMANSHIP ï 9:00 a.m., Thursday, March 19, 2026 

LOAD OUT ï 11:00 a.m., Sunday, March 22, 2026 

 

SPECIAL RULES FOR MARKET LAMBS  

1. Each exhibitor must be a bona fide member of a Texas 4-H Club or FFA Chapter, enrolled in elementary, 

secondary, or home school and reside in Cameron, Hidalgo, Starr, or Willacy counties. 

2. Exhibitors must be in the third grade or 9 years old, but under 20 years of age as of January 1, 2026. 

3. Livestock projects must be raised at the physical address of validation record.  Prior approval must be granted by 

the ñSpecies Specific County-Level State Validation Committeeò in the event the animal will be outside the direct 

care of the exhibitor, immediate family/guardian, and/or the supervising County Extension Agent or Agriculture 

Science Teacher.  Failure to gain approval from the supervising Agriculture Science Teacher/County Extension 

Agent and the Species Specific County-Level State Validation Committee will result in the disqualification of all 

state validated livestock. 
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4. All lambs must be state validated and recorded in Cameron, Hidalgo, Starr, or Willacy counties by October 31, 

2025.  All market lambs entering the showring are required to have legible/visible state validation tattoos and ear 

tags. RGVLS will adhere to all state validation guidelines and decisions.  

5. Lambs may be wether or ewe lambs.  All lambs must have been validated by the Texas Lamb Validation Program 

by October 31, 2025.   

6. Any exhibitor can enter only one market lamb. 

7. All exhibitors participating in showmanship will register onsite. 

8. Pens will not be taken apart or altered in any way without the approval of the superintendents. Superintendent 

reserves the right to pen a minimum of three head per pen. 

9. Lambs must meet the following requirements or be sifted: 

a. All lambs must weigh at least 90 lbs.  There will be no maximum weight. 

b. Any lamb that has had its natural musculature or weight altered by use of injections or ingested material 

not conducive to the continued health of lambs or marketability of lamb carcasses will be sifted. 

c. All lambs must be slick shorn from knee and hock up at time of sifting.  Lambs with excessive wool will 

be sifted. 

d. Lambs must be creditable from the standpoint of types, quality, finish, and breed characteristics. 

e. Lambs that have been mutilated in any way will be sifted. 

f. A lamb, which in the opinion of the sifter or classifiers, does not have predominant breed characteristics 

of the class in which it is entered, may be sifted from the Show or, with the approval of the Division 

Superintendent, moved to another breed. 

 

10. Exhibitors must remove lambs that are sifted from the showgrounds immediately after sifting.  All others must be 

consigned by the exhibitor and/or buyer to the processing plant, individual, etc. assigned by the Show 

Management.  Violation of this rule will result in exhibitors being barred from future shows. 

 

11. Any animal which has been sold in a terminal auction at another show will be ineligible for this Show.  Lambs 

found to have evidence of more than one validation will be ineligible to show, unless the proper Change of 

Ownership forms are received, reflecting why there is evidence of more than one validation and that the previous 

validation(s) have been canceled. 

12. Market ewes brought to the showgrounds must have a Premise ID Tag issued by the Texas Animal Health 

Commission.  If any exhibitor has purchased a market ewe from a breeder, the breeder should supply the Premise 

ID Tag. 

 

13. Exhibitors must declare the animalôs weight and breed at the time they sift/classify.  The weight listed on the 

weight card will become that animalôs official declared weight to be used for weigh back and selling purposes.  

Exhibitors must complete the weight card to include declared weight, state validation tag number and breed 

designation. The accuracy of information submitted and recorded is the sole responsibility of the exhibitor.  

14. The decision of the sifter and/or classifiers will be final.  Protests will not be accepted on sifterôs opinion.  Lambs 
will be brought to classifiers by breed for proper classification. 

15. After sifting, lambs will be divided into weight groups by breeds as equally as possible, but all lambs of the same 

weight will be in the same weight group.  After sifting, lambs will be divided by breed and put in classes as equal 

in number as possible according to the following table.   

a. 1 to 10 entries ï 1 class 



 

53 
 

b. 11 to 20 entries ï 2 classes 

c. 21 to 35 entries ï 3 classes 

d. 36 to 50 entries ï 4 classes 

e. 51 entries & over ï 5 classes 

16. All market lambs will be sold to the person or company submitting the highest bid.  Sifted lambs must be 

removed from the showgrounds immediately after sifting. 

17. Fitting: Only water is allowed.  If an exhibitor is caught at the gate with a foreign substance on a lamb, there will 

be immediate disqualification. Foreign material including (but not limited to) painting, powdering, oiling, 

artificial coloring, or adhesives is prohibited. No clippers requiring an electrical cord are allowed to be used once 

the animal has arrived on the showgrounds.  Touch up clipping below the knees and hocks with cordless clippers, 

scissors, or hand shears will be allowed.  Significant clipping/shearing on the body is not considered touch up 

clipping and the lamb is subject to disqualification. 

18. Shearing: Lambs must be shorn slick to the skin above the knee and hock joints before arrival to the grounds. This 

will be strictly enforced. Refer to rule 15 Fitting. 

19. Trimming Tables & Trim Chutes: No Trimming Tables or show rails are permitted on the grounds. All market 

lambs must be clipped before arrival to the showgrounds.  No clipping will be allowed at the showgrounds. 

Individual free standing head stanchions are allowed, but they must stay within the pen and must not block alleys 

and/or pedestrian traffic. 

20. No corded blowers will be permitted during the Junior Market Shows. 

21. Only exhibitors and show officials will be allowed in the holding areas, judging arena, or on the arena directorôs 
stand during sifting and judging. 

22. No drenching, watering/feeding, or grooming (cleaning or wiping of feces/debris is not considered grooming) is 

allowed while in the ñholding areaò at any time.  

23. Safety of all exhibitors and volunteers ï In the case that an exhibitor loses control of their animal, the 

superintendent reserves the right at any time to have the animal secured and removed from the arena to prevent 

the injury of the owner/exhibitor, other exhibitors, arena staff, and/or others.  Any animal that is removed from 

the arena for safety reasons may be disqualified.  

24. Any lambs may be reweighed during judging at any time determined by the Superintendent.  Any lamb weighing 

more than 5 lbs. above or below its declared show weight will become ineligible for any award or placing. 

25. The Show may collect hair, wool, or blood samples from any lamb entered in the Show for the purpose of 

conducting a DNA analysis.  Any lamb not having a positive match from the DNA analysis of the samples 

compared to the DNA analysis of the hair and/or blood samples taken from it at the time of enrollment in the state 

validation program will be disqualified. 

26. Lambs being held in sample collection areas for drug testing will be allowed to be watered/drenched and fed if so 

desired by the exhibitor.  Only the exhibitor, parent/guardian, or AST/4-H Leader will be allowed to do so.  It will 

remain their responsibility to make certain that the lamb is still within its allowed weigh-back range. 

27. Achievement Scholarships will be awarded as follows: 

a. Scholarships will not be awarded when there are less than 5 head shown in competition in any breed 

division of the Market Lamb Division.   

b. If there are 5 to 14 entries shown, 50% of the full scholarship will be awarded to the Division Champion 

of each breed division.  
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c. 15 head and more will result in full scholarship amounts.  

 

28. All entries in any junior breeding or market division are subject to be used in the RGVLS Livestock Judging 

event. 

 

General Rules, Regulations and Procedures on page 23 also apply. 

 

BREEDS 

¶ Haired Sheep 

¶ Fine Wool 

¶ Fine Wool Cross 

¶ Southdown 

¶ Medium Wool 

AWARDS  

Grand Champion ï Buckle & Banner 

Reserve Grand Champion ï Buckle & Banner 

Breed Champions ï $1000 Scholarship, Buckle, Banner & Rosette 

Reserve Breed Champion ï Banner & Rosette 

Champion winners in each breed will compete for the Grand Champion Award.  Reserve Champion winner in breed that 

produced the Grand Champion will compete with the remaining Champions for the Reserve Grand Champion Award.  

The Grand Champion, Reserve Grand Champion, Breed Champions and 1st, 2nd, and 3rd placing projects will be eligible to 

participate in the Sale of Champions on Saturday, March 21, 2026, at 10:00 a.m.  This is a premium auction only; the 

actual projects will not be sold to the buyers. 

 

SCHEDULE OF PREMIUMS  

¶ 4th place - $26 

¶ 5th place - $25 

¶ 6th place - $24 

 

MARKET LAMB SHOWMANSHIP  

All exhibitors of market lambs are eligible to compete.  Exhibitors must show their own lamb for showmanship and an 

exhibitor number is required.  Exhibitors will be divided into three groups based on their grade as of the day of the show. 

 

SHOWMANSHIP DIVISIONS  

¶ Junior ï Grades 3rd -5th 

¶ Intermediate ï Grades 6th ï 8th 

¶ Seniors ï Grades 9th ï 12th  

 

SHOWMANSHIP AWARDS  

¶ Champion - $100 premium & Buckle 

¶ Reserve Champion - $75 premium & Buckle 

¶ 3rd place - $50 premium and Ribbon 
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MARKET POULTRY DIVISION  

2025 Grand Champion was exhibited by Jordan Munoz of PSJA FFA. 

 

JUDGE 

Glenn Clinard ï Rockdale, TX 

 
ORDER/ENTRY DEADLINE ï December 5, 2025 

ENTRY FEE - $85 per exhibitor ï includes entry fee and order of chicks. 

DELIVERY TO SHOWGROUNDS & SIFTING ï 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m., Wednesday, March 18, 2026 

JUDGING ï 7:00 p.m., Wednesday, March 18, 2026 

 

SPECIAL RULES FOR MARKET POULTRY  

1. Each exhibitor must be a bona fide member of a Texas 4-H Club or FFA Chapter, enrolled in elementary, 

secondary, or home school and reside in Cameron, Hidalgo, Starr, or Willacy counties. 

2. 4-H and FFA exhibitors must be in the third grade or 9 years old, but under 20, as of January 1, 2026. 

3. All orders for chicks must be placed no later than December 5, 2025.  Birds must be ordered through the Rio 

Grande Valley Livestock Show Office.  Each exhibitor must order a box of 50 birds.  Ordering birds constitutes a 

show entry. 

4. No requests for refund of money received for payment of chicks or cancelations of orders will be considered.  

Checks will be deposited upon receipt. 

5. Chicks may be either straight run or sexed (if sexed birds become available).  All exhibitors will be provided with 

the number of birds from the same hatchery order and will be distributed to exhibitors randomly.  Birds of either 

sex may be shown. 

6. All birds will be wing banded.  Wing band numbers will be assigned when exhibitors pick up newly hatched 

birds.  All birds brought to the Show must bear the wing band numbers assigned to that exhibitor. 

7. Each exhibitor will be allowed one entry in each of two classes: Pen of Three Class and Best Single Bird Class.  

The Pen of Broilers entry will consist of three birds.  The Best Single Bird class will consist of a single bird and 

may not come from the pen of broilers class. 

8. All birds brought to the showgrounds must be consigned by the exhibitor to the processing plant, individual, etc. 

assigned by the Show Management.  Violation of this rule will result in exhibitors being barred from future 

shows. 
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9. The winner of the Best Single Bird class will be awarded a belt buckle and will NOT be eligible for premiums or 

the Sale of Champions. 

10. Each exhibitor may bring no more than 5 birds to sift: Pen of Three, Best Single Bird and one alternate or pen of 

three and 2 alternates.  All birds brought to the showgrounds become the property of the Show and will not be 

allowed to leave the grounds. 

11. It is highly recommended that birds be transported to the show in a well-ventilated cardboard box or plastic tote 

containing 4 inches of clean shavings under the birds.  Wire cages are not recommended.  

12. Birds will be inspected by the judge at sifting to eliminate entries not in proper show condition. 

13. Birds found to have bruises, broken wings, or other disqualifying defects during sift may be replaced by an 

alternate bird or best single bird brought by the exhibitor.  Sick and/or diseased birds will be sifted and, if 

discovered at any time during the Show, will be subject to removal by show officials as directed by the judge 

and/or show veterinarian.  Birds with reduced comb growth or other secondary sex characteristics which indicate 

the presence of a hormone will be sifted. 

14. Birds losing their wing band for whatever reason are ineligible to show.  Birds with wing bands showing signs of 

intentional tampering are subject to being sifted.  Birds bearing a wing band other than one assigned to the 

exhibitor will be sifted. 

15. There is no maximum or minimum weight per bird.  Birds will not be weighed at the Show.  Visibly underweight 

birds will be subject to being sifted at the discretion of the judge. 

16. Each exhibitor who makes the sift is required to assist with housekeeping as directed by the poultry committee. 

17. During sifting and check-in, each exhibitor will be required to sign up for housekeeping duty as organized by the 

poultry committee.  Housekeeping duty will be assigned to individual exhibitors so that all exhibitors will take 

turns providing feed, clean water and fresh shavings to all birds for the duration of the Show.  All birds must 

always have clean feed and water.  It will be the responsibility of all exhibitors to perform their housekeeping 

duties as assigned.  Failure to fulfill these responsibilities may result in the disqualification of the exhibitor from 

future shows.  The Show will provide feed and shavings. Exhibitors may also bring their own feed. 

18. Birds must not be removed from the assigned cage after they are cooped, except by permission from the Poultry 

Committee Chairman.  On the day of the show, birds may be handled inside the cage only by the owner of the 

birds. 

19. Each exhibitor may bring one fan not to exceed 21òx21ò. 

20. Exhibitors must be present at the time of sifting and judging to show their birds to the judge.  Each exhibitor 

should arrange for two additional 4-H or FFA members to help them exhibit their birds during judging.   

21. Only exhibitors and show officials will be allowed in the judging arena, or on the arena directorôs stand during 
sifting and judging. 

22. The Official Broiler Order Form will serve to meet the requirements of the Texas Pullorum Disease Fowl Typhoid 

Act of 1977 and no other broiler health papers need to be submitted to the Show. 

23. All exhibitors are required to display an exhibitor card on their pens at all times. 

24. If a bird expires after the sift and prior to the exhibitor entering the show arena, the committee must be notified.  

An alternate bird or best single bird will be allowed to replace the expired bird, but only if an alternate bird and/or 

best single bird was taken through the sift by that exhibitor.  If a bird expires after entering the show arena, no 
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substitution will be allowed, and the final placing will be left to the discretion of the judge.  All substitutions must 

be approved by the chairman of the poultry committee. 

25. Grand Champion, Reserve Grand Champion and places 3rd through 8th will be eligible for the Sale of Champions 

on Saturday, March 21, 2026, at 10:00 a.m. 

26. Achievement Scholarships will be awarded as follows: 

a. Scholarships will not be awarded when there are less than 5 head shown in competition in any breed 

division of the Market Poultry Division.   

b. If there are 5 to 14 entries shown, 50% of the full scholarship will be awarded to the Division Champion 

of each breed division.  

c. 15 head and more will result in full scholarship amounts.  

 

27. All entries in any junior breeding or market division are subject to be used in the RGVLS Livestock Judging 

event. 

 

General Rules, Regulations and Procedures on page 23 also apply. 

 

AWARDS 

Grand Champion ï $1000 Scholarship, Buckle & Banner 

Reserve Grand Champion ï Buckle & Banner 

Best Single Bird ï Buckle 

3rd ï 5th place ï Rosette 

6th ï 10th place - Ribbon 

 

SCHEDULE OF PREMIUMS  

¶ 9th place - $26 

¶ 10th place - $25 

¶ 11th place - $24 
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MARKET RABBIT DIVISION  

2025 Grand Champion was exhibited by Micah Parker of Weslaco FFA. 

JUDGE 

Tara Parker (Talequa, OK) 
 

ENTRY DEADLINE ï January 15, 2026 

ENTRY FEE - $20 per exhibitor 

DELIVERY/WEIGHING/SIFTING/CLASSIFYING ï 10:00 a.m. ï 2:00 p.m., Monday, March 16, 2026 

REGISTER FOR RABBIT SHOWMANSHIP ï 10:00 a.m. ï 2:00 p.m., Monday, March 16, 2026 

JUDGING ï 8:00 a.m., Tuesday, March 17, 2026, followed by Showmanship. 

 

SPECIAL RULES FOR MARKET RABBITS  

1. Each exhibitor must be a bona fide member of a Texas 4-H Club or FFA Chapter, enrolled in elementary, 

secondary, or home school and reside in Cameron, Hidalgo, Starr, or Willacy counties.   

2. 4-H and FFA exhibitors must be in third grade or 9 years old but under 20 as of January 1, 2026. 

3. Livestock projects must be raised at the physical address of the RGVLS validation record.  Prior approval must be 

granted by the RGVLS Validation Committee in the event the animal will be outside the direct care of the 

exhibitor, immediate family/guardian, and/or the supervising County Extension Agent or Agriculture Science 

Teacher.  Failure to gain approval from the supervising Agriculture Science Teacher/County Extension Agent and 

the RGVLS Validation Committee will result in the disqualification of all state validated rabbits. 

4. Validation of market rabbits will take place Saturday, February 28, 2026, from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the 

RGVLS Showgrounds in Mercedes for $5 per breed.  The exhibitor may validate as many market rabbits as they 

like.  This will be a drive through validation.  Please turn off vehicles upon entering the validation area and 

following instructions given by the Market Rabbit Validation Committee. Review section #4 for market rabbits 

that can be validated. The pen of market rabbits to be validated must have the same coloration, same breed of 

rabbit and from the same litter.  No mixed matching of different breeds will be allowed to be validated or shown 

at RGVLS.  

 

5. An exhibitor can enter only one pen.  A pen consists of three rabbits, all must be the same breed, or the pen will 

be sifted.  Choose the 3 rabbits you want to enter before you get to the showgrounds.  Rabbits should be brought 

in a single wire carrying cage with suspended wire floor.  Do not use laundry baskets, pet carriers, cardboard 

boxes, or milk crates.   

6. All exhibitors participating in showmanship will register onsite.  



 

60 
 

7. Rabbits must be clean, dry, and presentable to the judge and rabbit committee at the time of sift or the pen will be 

sifted. 

8. There will be no tattoos, markings, written markers, or symbols allowed in any market pen rabbitôs right or left 
ear.  One tattoo will be used for all validated market rabbits and will be done by the Market Rabbit Committee on 

validation day.  If a different tattoo, marking, written marker or symbol other than the RGVLS tattoo, in either 

ear, appears on the market rabbit pen during the 2026 show, the entire pen will be disqualified.   

 

9. All sifted rabbits must be removed from the showgrounds immediately after sifting.  All others must be consigned 

by the exhibitor and/or buyer to the processing plant, individual, etc. assigned by the show management.  

Violation of this rule will result in exhibitors being barred from future shows. 

 

10. Rabbits will be weighed on an official show scale at time of sift. 

11. Rabbits will be sifted in accordance with the current American Rabbit Breeders Associationôs (ARBA) Standard 
of Perfection.  Defects include, but are not limited to: 

a. Must weigh at least 3 ½ pounds, but no more than 5 ½ pounds at the sifting weigh in.  If any one rabbit in 

the pen weighs less than 3 ½ pounds or more than 5 ½ pounds, the entire pen will be sifted. 

b. Must be marketable meat and pelt (fur) quality. 

c. Must not be over 70 days old at time of sifting. 

d. Must be free of the following defects: 

i. Cysts, ruptures, or tumors 

ii. Cold or snuffles 

iii.  Abscesses (hocks or elsewhere) 

iv. Blindness in either or both eyes 

v. Mange 

vi. Mites (ear or body) 

vii.  Fleas 

viii.  Malocclusion 

ix. Vent Diseases 

x. Missing toes or missing complete toenail 

xi. Bob tail or broken tail 

e. If any one rabbit in the pen is disqualified, the entire pen will be sifted. 

 

12. Identification card during sift with pen number will be color coded as per breed, color and must follow exhibitor 

to the end of the sift table where the judge will place. 

13. The judge will have final say if the animal is show worthy or will be sifted. 

14. A pen of rabbits, which in the opinion of the sifter, does not meet ARBA Breed Standards of the breed in which it 

is entered, will be moved to the proper breed by the sifter. 

15. After rabbits have been accepted by the Show, no exchange of animals may be made.  To do so will disqualify the 

exhibitor. 

16. Weighing/Sifting/Classifying of Market Rabbits ï Only one parent or AST/Club Manager will be allowed in the 

rabbit area during the sift for a 15 minute time frame to help the exhibitor with unloading rabbits.  The exhibitor 

can hang their flip top metal rabbit feeders, 32 oz. water bottles and give rabbits water during this time.  Feeding 

can be done after the sift is over.  Signage, show supplies and show boxes can be delivered after sifting is 

completed. 
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17. Each exhibitor must identify the breed of their rabbits at the time of check-in/sift. 

18. Only flip top metal rabbit feeders (through the cage type and big enough to hold enough feed for 3 rabbits each 

day) and one or two 32 oz. or larger bottle type waterer.  No crocks or bowls allowed. 

19. Each exhibitor will be responsible for feeding and watering their rabbits each day until the rabbits are loaded out 

at the end of the Show.  Failure to do so may disqualify the exhibitor, at the Boardôs discretion, from showing the 

following year, and forfeit placing and premiums. 

20. The rabbit area will be open from 9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. each day.  Rabbits must have water at all times.  They 

must be fed by 7:00 p.m. each day.  This rule will be strictly enforced.  

21. The livestock show will not be responsible for any rabbits that get sick or expire while on exhibit or in case of 

fire. 

22. No oils, polishes, powders, wipes, or other products may be used which would cosmetically alter the rabbitôs 

naturally groomed appearance at sifting or at the show table. 

23. Rabbits will be judged in accordance with the American Rabbit Breeders Associationôs (ARBA) Standard and 
Guide for Judging Meat Classes.  Judges will additionally refer to the appropriate Breed Standards, as they deem 

necessary. 

24. The four judging factors are as follow: 

a. MEAT TYPE ï 40% - Look for fryers that are compact, short, and well filled out with rounded solid 

flesh.  Protruding hips, pin bones, back bones (spines), etc. are faults. Look for wide, deep loins, thickness 

of the hindquarters and well-developed shoulders.  Hindquarters are most important.  Loin is next and 

shoulders are third in importance. 

b. CONDITION ï 30% - All three rabbits in the pen should be in prime condition. 

c. UNIFORMITY ï 20% - The pen must reflect uniformity of weight, size, appearance, condition, meat type 

and fur. 

d. FUR ï 10% 

 

25. The general public and spectators will not be allowed to handle any exhibitorôs rabbit at any time during the week 
of the Show.  Only the exhibitor, AST, CEA, 4-H club manager, or parent/legal guardian will be allowed to 

handle their own individual, club, or chapterôs rabbit projects at any time during the week of the Show. 

26. Only exhibitors and show officials will be allowed in the holding areas, judging arena, or on the arena directorôs 

stand during sifting and judging. 

27. Exhibitors will be required to display their rabbits at the show tables as directed by the judge.  Any exhibitor who 

places in their class must remain in the rabbit barn until advised to leave.  Failure to remain in the area will result 

in forfeiture of any further placing. 

28. No locks will be permitted on cages after judging takes place.  Cages may be locked until judging.  Any locks 

found on cages after judging will be cut off.  Nothing shall be displayed or attached to or below the rabbit cages 

other than pen assignment signage attached by rabbit committee.  Nothing should be placed in empty cages. 

29. Delivery of rabbits to the buyer or his agents will be made on Sunday, March 22.  Feeders and water bottles may 

be removed after load-out. Exhibitors are not allowed in the barn during the load out process.  

30. Rabbits being held in sample collection areas for drug testing will be allowed to be watered/drenched and fed if so 

desired by the exhibitor.  Only the exhibitor, parent/guardian, or AST/4-H Leader will be allowed to do so.  It will 

remain their responsibility to make certain that the rabbits are still within their allowed weigh-back range.  
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ma31. Scholarships will be awarded as follows: 

a. Scholarships will not be awarded when there are less than 5 head shown in competition in any breed 

division of the Market Rabbit Division.   

b. If there are 5 to 14 entries shown, 50% of the full scholarship will be awarded to the Breed Champion of 

each weight division.  

c. 15 head and more will result in full scholarship amounts. 

 

32. All entries in any junior breeding or market division are subject to be used in the RGVLS Livestock Judging 

event. 

General Rules, Regulations and Procedures on page 23 also apply. 

 

BREEDS 

¶ New Zealand 

¶ Californian 

¶ Crossbreeds and Other Purebreds 

Each breed will have classes as follows: 

¶ 1 to 20 pens ï 1 class 

¶ 21 to 40 pens ï 2 classes 

¶ 41 to 60 pens ï 3 classes 

¶ 61 to 80 pens ï 4 classes 

First and second place of each class will compete for Breed and Reserve Breed Champion.  First place pen of rabbits in 

each class will compete for Breed Champion.  The second place winner in the class that produced the Breed Champion 

will compete with the remaining first place class winners for Reserve Breed Champion.  Ribbons and premiums will be 

awarded in each class as indicated under Schedule of Premiums. 

The New Zealand classes will now include New Zealand White, New Zealand Black, New Zealand Broken and New 

Zealand Red and New Zealand Blue.  Each individual New Zealand breed will have its own class and once the first and 

second place from each class is selected, then an overall New Zealand Breed Champion and Reserve Breed Champion 

will be selected to compete with the remaining breeds, Californian and OPB/Crossbreeds.  All Breed and Reserve Breed 

Champions will compete for the Grand and Reserve Grand Champion.  The judge of the show has the final decision in 

classification of Market Pen Rabbits. 

 

AWARDS 

Grand Champion ï Buckle & Banner 

Reserve Grand Champion ï Buckle & Banner 

Breed Champion ï $1000 Scholarship, Buckle, Banner & Rosette 

Reserve Breed Champion ï Banner & Rosette 

Champion winners in each breed will compete for the Grand Champion Award.  Reserve Champion winner in the breed 

that produced the Grand Champion will compete with the remaining Champions for the Reserve Grand Champion Award.  

 

The Grand Champion, Reserve Grand Champion, Breed Champions and 1st, 2nd, and 3rd placing projects will be eligible to 

participate in the Sale of Champions on Saturday, March 21, 2026, at 10:00 a.m.  This is a premium auction only; the 

actual projects will not be sold to the buyers. 

 

SCHEDULE OF PREMIUMS  

¶ 4th place - $26 

¶ 5th place - $25 
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¶ 6th place - $24 

MARKET RABBIT SHOWMANSHIP  

MONDAY, MARCH 1 6 

¶ Only rabbit exhibitors who are exhibiting their own rabbits will be allowed to enter the Rabbit Showmanship 

Competition.  All exhibitors participating in showmanship will register on site.  

¶ Exhibitors must report, in person, to the Rabbit Area at which time a multiple choice exam will be given at a 

determined location.  Test questions will be drawn from the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service rabbit 

literature that is available through www.shop4-H.org, through county agents and from the 2021-2025 editions of 

the American Rabbit Breeders Association Standard of Perfection. 

 

TUESDAY, MARCH 1 7 

¶ Takes place after completion of all rabbit judging. 

¶ The top five contestants from each of the groups scoring highest on the multiple choice exam will compete in the 

showmanship finals.  Each finalist will be called individually to take one of their previously shown RGVLS 

market rabbits to the show table for the final competition.  Physical ñshowingò of their rabbit as well as their 

knowledge of rabbit husbandry will constitute 100% of the score.  The decision of the judge is final. 

 

SHOWMANSHIP DIVISIONS  

¶ Junior ï Grades 3rd -5th 

¶ Intermediate ï Grades 6th ï 8th 

¶ Seniors ï Grades 9th ï 12th  

SHOWMANSHIP AWARDS  

¶ Champion - $100 premium and Buckle 

¶ Reserve Champion - $75 premium and Buckle 

¶ 3rd place - $50 premium and Ribbon 

 

http://www.shop4-h.org/


 

64 
 

MARKET STEER DIVISIO N 

2025 Grand Champion was exhibited by Juan Abrego of San Benito FFA. 

 

CLASSIFIERS 

John Lanier ï Somerset, TX 

Lorie Kempen ï San Antonio, TX 

Jason Marek ï Harper, TX 

 

JUDGE 

Jason Hoffman ï Thedford, NE 
 

ENTRY DEADLINE ï January 15, 2026 

ENTRY FEE - $30 per exhibitor 

DELIVERY TO SHOWGROUNDS ï 12:00 ï 6:00 p.m., Monday, March 16, 2026 

        8:00 a.m. ï 12:00 p.m., Tuesday, March 17, 2026 

  RE-TAGGING OF VALIDATION TAGS ï 12:00 ï 2:00 p.m. - Tuesday, March 17, 2026 

SCALES OPEN ï 10:00 a.m. ï 3:00 p.m., Tuesday, March 17, 2026 

SIFTING/CLASSIFYING ï 3:00 p.m., Tuesday, March 17, 2026 

JUDGING ï 9:00 a.m., Friday, March 20, 2026 

SHOWMANSHIP ï Following judging, Friday, March 20, 2026 

LOAD OUT ï 9:00 a.m., Sunday, March 22, 2026 

SPECIAL RULES FOR MARKET STEERS  

1. Each exhibitor must be a bona fide member of a Texas 4-H or FFA Chapter, enrolled in elementary, secondary, or 

home school and reside in Cameron, Hidalgo, Starr, or Willacy counties. 

2. Exhibitors must be in the third grade or 9 years old, but under 20 years of age, as of January 1, 2026. 

3. All steers must have been validated on or before June 30, 2025, with an ear tag, ear tattoo and completed 

validation form.  Validation tags must be in steers ear prior to arriving on showgrounds.  All market steers 

entering the showring are required to have validation ear tags. ONLY VALIDATION TAG SHOULD BE 

PRESENT IN THE EAR. REMOVE ALL OTHER TAGS BEFORE SIFT.  Steers without an official Texas Steer 

Validation will be ineligible to show.  RGVLS will adhere to all state validation guidelines and decisions. 

4. An exhibitor may enter only one market steer. 

5. All exhibitors participating in showmanship will register onsite.  
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6. Livestock projects must be raised at the physical address of validation record.  Prior approval must be granted by 

the ñSpecies Specific County-Level State Validation Committeeò in the event the animal will be outside the direct 

care of the exhibitor, immediate family/guardian, and/or the supervising County Extension Agent or Agriculture 

Science Teacher.  Failure to gain approval from the supervising Agriculture Science Teacher/County Extension 

Agent and the Species Specific County- Level State Validation Committee will result in the disqualification of all 

state validated livestock. 

7. Retagging of steers missing validation tags will take place in the Champion Arena on Tuesday, March 17, 2026, 

from 12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. ONLY. 

8. Any animal which is found to have entered another show under a different exhibitorôs name, other than the name 
entered in this Show, will be declared ineligible.  Any animal that has been sold in a terminal auction at another 

show is ineligible for this Show.  Market Steers found to have evidence of more than one validation will be 

ineligible to show unless the proper Change of Ownership Forms are recorded, reflecting why there is evidence of 

more than one validation and that the previous validation(s) have been canceled. 

9. All sifted steers must be removed from the showgrounds immediately after sifting.  All others must be consigned 

by the exhibitor and or buyer to the processing plant, individual, etc. assigned by the show management.  

Violation of this rule will result in exhibitors being barred from future shows. 

 

10. Steers must meet the following requirements or be sifted: 

a. Must weigh at least 1050 pounds.  There will be no maximum weight limit. 

b. Must be creditable from standpoints of types, quality finish and breed characteristics. 

c. Must be free of grubs or grub damage. 

d. Must be dehorned and show no secondary horn growth. 

e. Must be trained to lead and handle properly.  Nose leads will be permitted during sifting and judging.  No 

cable halters will be allowed. Any steer that is uncontrollable or requires handling by more than one 

person may be sifted.   

f. All steers must be shorn prior to arrival at the showgrounds.  Hair must not exceed ı inch ñon any 
location of the body excluding the tail switch.  A tail switch is defined as no more than 12ò above the end 

of the cartilage of the tail.  No trimming on the grounds with corded clippers will be permitted. All steers 

must be clean at the time of sifting.  

11. Steers must remain in their assigned stalls from 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., except during sifting, judging or being 

prepared for judging.  Stalls will be located in the Steer Barn. 

12. Exhibitors must declare the animal weight at the time of sift and classification.  The weight listed on the weight 

card will become that animalôs official declared show weight and be used for weigh back purposes.  Exhibitors 

must complete the weight card to include declared weight and state validation tag number. All steers will be 

weighed by the committee during the sift.  Any steer found to weigh under 1000 lbs. (5% variance not applicable) 

will be immediately sifted and required to be removed from the show grounds.  The sift weight will serve as 

resale weight, not the steerôs show weight.  

13. A steer, which in the opinion of the classifiers does not have predominant breed characteristics of the class in 

which it is entered, may be reclassified. Steers will be moved by the classifiers to the breed which, in their 

opinion, the animal is eligible to be entered. 

14. Decision of official veterinarian, classifier and/or sifter will be final, and no protests will be considered by the 

show management. 

15. After sifting, steers will be divided by breed and put in classes as equal in number as possible according to the 

following schedule.  All steers of the same weight will be put in the lower weight group. 

a. 1 to 10 entries ï 1 class 
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b. 11 to 20 entries ï 2 classes 

c. 21 to 35 entries ï 3 classes 

d. 36 to 50 entries ï 4 classes 

e. 51 entries & over ï 5 classes 

16. Fitting: Pure water only.  If an exhibitor is caught at the gate with foreign substance on a steer, there will be 

immediate disqualification. Foreign material including (but not limited to) painting, powdering, oiling, artificial 

coloring, or adhesives is prohibited. No clippers requiring an electrical cord are allowed to be used once the 

animal has arrived on the showgrounds.  Touch up clipping with cordless clippers, scissors, or hand shears will be 

allowed.  Significant clipping/shearing on the body at the showgrounds is not considered touch up clipping, and 

the steer is subject to disqualification. No change of the major color pattern of a steer by painting or dying will be 

allowed.  Any steer groomed with material that allows color to come off the steer will not be allowed in the Show. 

17. No corded blowers will be permitted during the Junior Market Shows. 

18. Only exhibitors and show officials will be allowed in the holding areas, judging arena, or on the arena directorôs 
stand during sifting and judging. 

19. No drenching, watering/feeding, or grooming (cleaning or wiping of feces/debris is not considered grooming) is 

allowed while in the ñholding areaò at any time.  

20. Safety of all exhibitors and volunteers ï in the case that an exhibitor loses control of their animal, the 

superintendent reserves the right at any time to have the animal secured and removed from the arena to prevent 

the injury of the owner/exhibitor, other exhibitors, arena staff, and/or others.  Any animal that is removed from 

the arena for safety reasons may be disqualified  

21. Any steer may be designated for reweigh at any time determined by the Steer Superintendent.  Any steer weighing 

more or less than 5% of its initial official show weight will become ineligible for any award or placing.  All Breed 

Champions and Reserve Breed Champions will be reweighed before Grand Champion judging. 

22. First place steers in each breed class will compete for Breed Champion, second place winner in class which 

produced the Breed Champion will compete with remaining first place steers of the breed for Reserve Breed 

Champion. 

23. The Show may collect a hair and/or blood sample from any steer entered in the Show for the purpose of 

conducting a DNA analysis.  Any steer not having a positive match from the DNA analysis of this hair sample 

compared to the DNA analysis of the hair sample taken from it at the time of enrollment in the validation program 

will be disqualified. 

24. All market steers will be sold to the person or company submitting the highest bid.  Sifted steers must be removed 

from the showgrounds immediately after sifting. 

25. Steers being held in sample collection areas for drug testing will be allowed to be watered/drenched and fed if so 

desired by the exhibitor.  Only the exhibitor, parent/guardian, or AST/4-H Leader will be allowed to do so.  It will 

remain their responsibility to make certain that the steer is still within its allowed weigh-back range.  

26. Scholarships will be awarded as follows: 

a. Scholarships will not be awarded when there are less than 5 head shown in competition in any breed 

division of the Market Steer Division.   

b. If there are 5 to 14 entries shown, 50% of the full scholarship will be awarded to the Breed Champion of 

each weight division.  

c. 15 head and more will result in full scholarship amounts. 
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27. All entries in any junior breeding or market division are subject to be used in the RGVLS Livestock Judging 

event. 

 

MARKET STEER BREEDS  

Eligibility for the following breeds will be based solely on visible characteristics as determined by the state Major 

Livestock Show Advisory Committee and the classifier(s) appointed by the show management. 

 

¶ SANTA GERTRUDIS  

¶ SIMBRAH   

¶ ABC STEERS ï AMERICAN BREEDS AND CROSSES  

¶ CHAROLAIS  

¶ CHIANINA  

¶ MAINE-ANJOU STEERS  

¶ AOB STEERS ï ALL OTHER BREEDS  

 

AWARDS 

Grand Champion ï Buckle & Banner 

Reserve Grand Champion ï Buckle & Banner 

Breed Champions ï $1000 Scholarship, Buckle, Banner & Rosette 

Reserve Breed Champions ï Banner & Rosette 

The Breed Champions will compete for the Grand Champion Award. The Reserve Breed Champion in the breed that 

produced the Grand Champion will compete with the remaining Champions for the Reserve Grand Champion Award.  

The Grand Champion, Reserve Grand Champion, Breed Champions and 1st, 2nd, and 3rd placing projects will be eligible to 

participate in the Sale of Champions on Saturday, March 21, 2026, at 10:00 a.m.  This is a premium auction only; the 

actual projects will not be sold to the buyers.\ 

 

SCHEDULE OF PREMIUM AWARDS  

¶ 4th place - $42 

¶ 5th place - $41 

¶ 6th place - $40 

STEER DIVISION SHOWMANSHIP  

All exhibitors of steers are eligible to compete.  Exhibitors must show their own steer for showmanship and an exhibitor 

number is required.  Exhibitors will be divided into three groups based on their grade as of the day of the show. 

 

SHOWMANSHIP DIVISIONS  

¶ Junior ï Grades 3rd -5th 

¶ Intermediate ï Grades 6th ï 8th 

¶ Seniors ï Grades 9th ï 12th  

SHOWMANSHIP AWARDS  

Awards will be made on the basis of showmanship, neatness of exhibitor, show condition and behavior of animal.  Prizes 

will be awarded in each group as follows: 

 

¶ Champion - $100 premium & Buckle 

¶ Reserve Champion - $75 premium & Buckle 

¶ 3rd place - $50 premium & Ribbon 
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Updated for use 2024 to 2028 
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Updated for use 2024 to 2028 
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JR BREEDING GILT DIVISION  

2025 Grand Champion was exhibited by Taelynn Tatsh of Gillespie County 4-H. 

 

JUDGE 

Seth Keplinger ï Springfield, OH 
 

ENTRY DEADLINE ï January 15, 2026 

ENTRY FEE - $20 per entry 

DELIVERY TO SHOW ï 3:00 ï 7:00 p.m., Friday, March 13, 2026, and 

              8:00 a.m. ï 12:00 p.m., Saturday, March 14, 2026 

WEIGHT CARD TURN IN ï 1:00 p.m., Saturday, March 14, 2026 ï Hog Arena Office 

SHOWMANSHIP ï 5:00 p.m., Saturday, March 14, 2026 

CLASSIFYING/JUDGING ï 9:00 a.m., Sunday, March 15, 2026 

RELEASE ï 5:00 p.m., Sunday, March 15, 2026 

 

SPECIAL RULES FOR JR BREEDING GILTS  

1. Each exhibitor must be a bona fide member of a Texas FFA chapter or Texas 4-H club, enrolled in elementary, 

secondary, or home school. 

2. Exhibitors must be in the third grade or 9 years old, but less than 20 years of age as of January 1, 2026. 

3. Livestock projects must be raised at the physical address of validation record.  Prior approval must be granted by 

the ñSpecies Specific County-Level State Validation Committeeò in the event the animal will be outside the direct 

care of the exhibitor, immediate family/guardian, and/or the supervising County Extension Agent or Agriculture 

Science Teacher.  Failure to gain approval from the supervising Agriculture Science Teacher/County Extension 

Agent and the Species Specific County-Level State Validation Committee will result in the disqualification of all 

state validated livestock. 

4. All Jr. Breeding Gilts must be from a Texas premises, as defined by the Texas Animal Health Commission.  No 

gilts traveling from out of the state of Texas or considered by TAHC as ñinterstateò will be permitted on the 

showgrounds.  

5. There is no limit as to the number of entries per exhibitor.  All animals in this division must be validated with the 

Texas FFA/4-H Swine Validation Program by November 30, 2025. 

6. All Jr Breeding Gilts entering the showring are required to have validation ear tags. RGVLS will adhere to all 

state validation guidelines and decisions. 
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7. Registered animals are allowed to show with non-registered animals.  All animals must be validated.  There will 

NOT be a separate show for registered animals. 

8. There will be no weight limit in this division.  There will be an age limit. No gilt will be more than 10 months of 

age at show time.   

9. The judge will classify all breeding gilts according to the Texas Swine Breed Classification Guidelines as they 

enter the show arena.  Animals not meeting these characteristics may be subject to reclassification. 

10. Animals shown in this division will be ineligible for the Market Hog Division. 

11. All exhibitors participating in showmanship will register onsite.  

12. Pen assignments will be based upon total entries and available pens.  All exhibitors should be prepared to share 

pens.  Pen dividers are the responsibility of the exhibitor. 

13. Fitting: Water Only:  Any other products used prior to or on the day of the show must be thoroughly washed off.  

Animals entering the ring groomed with any of these products will be ruled ineligible to show. 

14. Only exhibitors and show officials will be allowed in the holding areas, judging arena, or on the arena directorôs 
stand during sifting and judging. 

15. The decision of the judge will be final.  Protest will not be accepted on the judgeôs opinion. 

16. Gilts may be reweighed during judging at a time determined by the Superintendent.  Any gilt weighing more 

than15 pounds above/below their declared official show weight will become ineligible for any award or placing. 

There will be a 15 lbs. weigh back on all Breed and Reserve Breed Champions. 

17. Any gilt weighing less than 225 lbs. will be in the first class of that breed, or an UNDER 225 lbs. class. 

18. Scholarships will be awarded as follows: 

a. Scholarships will not be awarded when there are less than 5 head shown in competition in any breed 

division of the Jr Breeding Gilt Division.   

b. If there are 5 to 14 entries shown, 50% of the full scholarship will be awarded to the Breed Champion of 

each weight division.  

c. 15 head and more will result in full scholarship amounts. 

 

19. All entries in any junior breeding or market division are subject to be used in the RGVLS Livestock Judging 

event. 

CLASSES 

All breeding gilts will be classified in each class according to the Texas State Swine Breed Classification Guidelines. Gilts 

will be divided by the following breeds and judged in this order: 

¶ Duroc 

¶ Hampshire 

¶ Yorkshire 

¶ Light OPB 

¶ Dark OPB 

¶ Light Crossbreeds 

¶ Dark/Other Crossbreeds 
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Gilts will be put in classes as equal in number as possible.  First place gilts in each class will compete for Breed 

Champion, 2nd place winners in the class that produced the Breed Champion will compete with the remaining 1st place 

Breeding Gilts for Reserve Breed Champion. 

 

General Rules, Regulations and Procedures on page 23 and Texas Animal Health Commissions Rules and Regulations 

also apply. 

 

AWARDS 

Grand Champion ï Buckle & Banner 

Reserve Grand Champion ï Buckle & Banner 

Breed Champion ï $1000 Scholarship, Buckle, Banner & Rosette 

Reserve Breed Champion ï Banner & Rosette 

 

SCHEDULE OF PREMIUM AWARDS  

¶ 1st place - $26 

¶ 2nd place - $25 

¶ 3rd place - $24 

JR BREEDING GILT DIVISION SHOWMANSHIP  

All exhibitors of Jr Breeding Gilts are eligible to compete.  Exhibitors will be divided into three groups based on their 

grade as of the day of the show. 

 

SHOWMANSHIP DIVISIONS  

¶ Junior ï Grades 3rd -5th 

¶ Intermediate ï Grades 6th ï 8th 

¶ Seniors ï Grades 9th ï 12th 

  

SHOWMANSHIP AWARDS  

Awards will be made based on showmanship, neatness of exhibitor, show condition and behavior of animal. 

¶ Champion - $100 premium & Buckle 

¶ Reserve Champion - $75 premium & Buckle 

¶ 3rd place - $50 premium & Ribbon 
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JR BREEDING GOAT DIVISION  

2025 Champion Commercial Doe was exhibited by Luke Solis of Sharyland 4-H. 2025 Champion Purebred Doe was 

exhibited Paige Wallace of La Vernia FFA. 

 

JUDGE 

Wayne Morse - Kingsbury, TX 

 
ENTRY DEADLINE ï January 15, 2026 

ENTRY FEE - $20 per entry 

DELIVERY TO SHOWGROUNDS ï 4:00 ï 8:00 p.m., Thursday, March 12, 2026 

            8:00 a.m. ï 5:00 p.m., Friday, March 13, 2026 

CHAPTER/CLUB PACKET PICKUP  ï 10:00 a.m. ï 5:00 p.m., Friday, March 13, 2026 

CHECK -IN ï 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. ï Friday, March 13, 2026 

JUDGING ï 1:00 p.m., Sunday, March 15, 2026, Showmanship to follow. 

RELEASE ï 5:00 p.m., Sunday, March 15, 2026 

 

SPECIAL RULES FOR JR BREEDING GOAT DIVISION  

1. Each exhibitor must be a bona fide member of a Texas 4-H Club or FFA Chapter and enrolled in elementary, 

secondary, or home school. 

2. Exhibitors must be in the third grade or 9 years old, but less than 20 years of age as of January 1, 2026. 

3. Livestock projects must be raised at the physical address of validation record.  Prior approval must be granted by 

the ñSpecies Specific County-Level State Validation Committeeò in the event the animal will be outside the direct 

care of the exhibitor, immediate family/guardian, and/or the supervising County Extension Agent or Agriculture 

Science Teacher.  Failure to gain approval from the supervising Agriculture Science Teacher/County Extension 

Agent and the Species Specific County-Level State Validation Committee will result in the disqualification of all 

state validated livestock. 

4. All Jr. Breeding Goats must be from Texas premises, as defined by the Texas Animal Health Commission.  No 

goats traveling from out of the state of Texas or considered by TAHC as ñintrastateò will be permitted on the 

showgrounds.  

5. Exhibitors will not be limited to the number of entries they can enter in this division but may enter no more than 

two entries per class. 

6. All exhibitors participating in showmanship will register onsite.  
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7. Identification: Goats must have a legible/visible state validation tattoo, or original registration tattoo 

corresponding to their registration certification number.   

8. Sexually intact goats brought to the showgrounds must have a Premise Tag ID issued by the Texas Animal Health 

Commission.  If an exhibitor has purchased a project from a breeder, the breeder should supply the Premise ID 

Tag.  If animal has an official registration certificate and the tattoo matches that registration, then the premise tag 

requirements may be waived at the discretion of the committee chairman. 

 

9. All Jr Breeding Goats must have a legible county tattoo. RGVLS will adhere to all state validation guidelines and 

decisions.  

10. Original registration papers must accompany animal to Show.  

11. Breeding goats validated as registered must have registration paperwork reflecting exhibitor ownership on or 

before October 1, 2025.  If proper registration was not attained a breeding goat validated as registered may enter 

the commercial show.  Registration paperwork is not required for breeding goats validated as ñcommercialò does. 

12. Premise Tags will be enforced.  Tags must be in place prior to check-in.  This is not the responsibility of the 

committee.  Exhibitors without premise tags will not be allowed to show. 

13. Choke collars with spikes may be used during sift or during judging at the discretion of AST/CEA/4-H Club 

Manager/ parent or guardian, for the safety of the exhibitor. 

14. Horns: Full bloods need to be horned, with minor tipping.  Percentages may be horned or dehorned. 

15. Goats entered in this division cannot be shown in the Market Goat Division. 

16. Fitting guidelines: Goats may be fully haired or trimmed to the ownerôs discretion. Pure water ONLY.  If an 

exhibitor is caught at the gate with a foreign substance on a goat, there will be immediate disqualification. Foreign 

material including (but not limited to) painting, powdering, oiling, artificial coloring, or adhesives is prohibited. 

No clippers requiring an electrical cord are allowed to be used once the animal has arrived on the showgrounds.  

Touch up clipping with cordless clippers, scissors, or hand shears will be allowed.  Significant clipping/shearing 

on the body at the showgrounds is not considered touch up clipping, and the goat is subject to disqualification. 

17. Abnormalities: Goats showing any pronounced defect, abnormality or open wounds will be barred from showing.  

Any evidence of cosmetic surgical alteration to enhance the physical conformation of an animal or dying of hair 

will disqualify the entry. 

18. Only exhibitors and show officials will be allowed in the holding areas, judging arena, or on the arena directorôs 
stand during sifting and judging. 

19. Safety of all exhibitors and volunteers ï In the case that an exhibitor loses control of their animal, the 

superintendent reserves the right at any time to have the animal secured and removed from the arena to prevent 

the injury of the owner/exhibitor, other exhibitors, arena staff, and/or others.  Any animal that is removed from 

the arena for safety reasons may be disqualified.  

20. Goats in the Jr Breeding Commercial Goat Division will be classified by weight. Any commercial goat may be 

reweighed during judging at any time determined by the Superintendent.  Any commercial goat weighing more 

than 5 lbs. above or below its declared show weight will become ineligible for any award or placing. 

21. Purebred and Percentage goats will be shown by the age on the Registration Certificate. 

22. Scholarships will be awarded as follows: 
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a. Scholarships will not be awarded when there are less than 5 head shown in competition in any weight 

division of the Jr Breeding Goat Division.   

b. If there are 5 to 14 entries shown, 50% of the full scholarship will be awarded to the Division Champion 

of each weight division.  

c. 15 head and more will result in full scholarship amounts. 

 

23. All entries in any junior breeding or market division are subject to be used in the RGVLS Livestock Judging 

event. 

PERCENTAGE BOER DOE CLASSES 

¶ Class 1 ï Percentage females born on or after September 1, 2025 - A 

¶ Class 2 ï Percentage females born June 1, 2025, to August 31, 2025 - A 

¶ Class 3 ï Percentage females born March 1, 2025, to May 31, 2025 - A 

¶ Class 4 ï Percentage females born November 1, 2024 to February 29, 2024 - A 

¶ Class 5 ï Percentage females born July 1, 2024, to October 31, 2024 - A 

¶ Class 6 ï Percentage females born March 1, 2024, to June 30, 2024 - A 

¶ Class 7 ï Percentage Females born before March 1, 2024 - A 

¶ Class 8 ï Breed Champion Percentage Female ï $1000 Scholarship, Banner & Buckle 

¶ Class 9 ï Reserve Breed Champion Percentage Female ï Banner & Rosette 

 

PUREBRED BOER DOE CLASSES 

¶ Class 10 ï Purebred females born on or after September 1, 2025 - A 

¶ Class 11 ï Purebred females born June 1, 2025, to August 31, 2025 - A 

¶ Class 12 ï Purebred females born March 1, 2025, to May 31, 2025 - A 

¶ Class 13 ï Purebred females born November 1, 2024, to February 28, 2025 - A 

¶ Class 14 ï Purebred females born July 1, 2024, to October 31, 2024 - A 

¶ Class 15 ï Purebred females born March 1, 2024, to June 30, 2024 - A 

¶ Class 16 ï Purebred females born before March 1, 2024 - A 

¶ Class 17 ï Breed Champion Purebred Female ï $1000 Scholarship, Banner & Buckle 

¶ Class 18 ï Reserve Breed Champion Purebred Female ï Banner & Rosette 

 

COMMERCIAL BOER DOE DIVISION RULES  

24. Commercial does in the Jr show must be state validated and have a Texas State Validation Tag. All Commercial 

Does entering the showring must have validation ear tag. 

25. All Commercial Does must have Texas State Premise/Scrapie Tag each year. 

26. Commercial Does entered in the Jr Commercial Doe Show are eligible to be shown in the RGVLS Open Boer 

Goat Show, however, Commercial Does are not eligible to be shown in the RGVLS Market Goat Show. 

27. All commercial goat exhibitors must fill out and turn in their weight cards between 6:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. on 

Friday, March 13, 2026. 
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28. Goats will be divided into 3 divisions by weight and judged accordingly.  The number of classes will be 

dependent on the number of entries.  Entries will be placed 1, 2, 3, etc. in each class. 

29. The top 4 in each class will be held back and the top 2 will be reweighed. 

30. Goats may be reweighed during judging at any time determined by the Superintendent.  Any goat weighing more 

than 5 lbs. above or below its initial show weight will become ineligible for any award or placing. 

Champion Commercial Doe - $1000 Scholarship, Banner & Buckle 

Reserve Champion Doe ï Banner & Rosette 

SCHEDULE FOR PREMIUM  AWARDS 

¶ 1st place - $26 

¶ 2nd place - $25 

¶ 3rd place - $24 

 

JR BREEDING GOAT SHOWMANSHIP  

All exhibitors of Jr Breeding Goats are eligible to compete.  Exhibitors will be divided into three groups based on their 

grade as of the day of the show.  Exhibitors must show his/her own goat.   

 

SHOWMANSHIP DIVISIONS  

¶ Junior ï Grades 3rd -5th 

¶ Intermediate ï Grades 6th ï 8th 

¶ Seniors ï Grades 9th ï 12th  

 

SHOWMANSHIP AWARDS  

¶ Champion - $100 premium & Buckle 

¶ Reserve Champion - $75 premium & Buckle 

¶ 3rd place - $50 premium & Ribbon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

77 
 

JR BREEDING RABBIT DIVISION  

2025 Grand Champion was exhibited by Hayden Parker of Willacy County 4-H. 

 

JUDGE 

Tara Parker (Talequa, OK) 
 

ENTRY DEADLINE ï January 15, 2026 

ENTRY FEE - $20 per entry 

DELIVERY/WEIGHING/SIFTING/CLASSIFYING ï 11:00 a.m. ï 1:00 p.m., Saturday, March 14, 2026 

JUDGING ï 10:00 a.m., Sunday, March 15, 2026, followed by Showmanship. 

 

SPECIAL RULES FOR JR BREEDING RABBIT DIVISION  

1. Each exhibitor must be a bona fide member of a Texas 4-H Club or FFA Chapter and enrolled in elementary, 

secondary, or home school. 

2. 4-H and FFA exhibitors must be in the third grade or 9 years old but under 20 years of age as of January 1, 2026. 

3. Livestock projects must be raised at the physical address of validation record.  Prior approval must be granted by 

the ñRGVLS Validation Committeeò in the event the animal will be outside the direct care of the exhibitor, 

immediate family/guardian, and/or the supervising County Extension Agent or Agriculture Science Teacher.  

Failure to gain approval from the supervising Agriculture Science Teacher/County Extension Agent and the 

RGVLS Rabbit Validation Committee will result in the disqualification of all state validated livestock. 

4. Each individual Jr Breeding Rabbit entry must have a legible breederôs/ownerôs tattoo in the rabbitôs left ear only.   

There will be no tattoos, markings, written markers, or symbols allowed in any Jr Breeding rabbitôs right ear at 

all.  Each tattoo must be a maximum of 5 digits, minimum of 2 digits.  If there is more than one exhibitor from a 

family, every rabbit must have a different tattoo.  Tattoos must be in the rabbitôs left ear only by possession date, 

January 15, 2026, and not the day of the sift.  The tattoo must be entered during the online entry process by the 

Ag teacher or 4-H club manager.  It is the responsibility of the exhibitors and their parent/guardian to provide 

correct tattoo information to their Ag teacher or 4-H club manager.  There will be no corrections or additions after 

the entry deadline is met.  If a tattoo is found in the left ear by an RGVLS Rabbit Committee member during the 

Jr Breeding Rabbit sift that is different from that entered in the online system, the rabbit will be disqualified from 

showing and sifted from the 2026 Jr Breeding Rabbit Show.  

5. Please bring the rabbits in a wire carrying cage with a suspended floor.  Do not bring rabbits in laundry baskets, 

pet carriers, cardboard boxes, or milk crates.  Rabbits must be clean and dry, or the rabbit will be sifted. 

6. Rabbits will be weighed on official Show scales at time of entry. 


































































































































































































































