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January  

2018 

Message from  Bill  Dutcher, RMAF President 

 

 

 

 

“Happy New Fair Year” to everyone in the 

Rocky Mountain Association of Fairs family.  

The calendar turns and the next fairs are upon 

us. 

If the spark of the 2017 convention in Colorado 

Springs is any indication, 2018 will be super.  

The Hotel Elegante’ played host to a wonderful 

convention.  The RMAF board members and 

Executive Secretary Nancy Pitz should take a 

bow.  The service members should all take a 

bow.  The members of RMAF take your bow.  

Following this; a very special thanks to the 

Colorado Association of Fairs for their friendly 

and colorful participation. 

I heard every day over and over comments on 

the great education level of the convention.  

This bodes well as everyone in the service 

member and fair segments want to keep this 

industry growing.  

Two weeks after RMAF convention, IAFE held 

the final convention in Las Vegas after being 

there for 52 years.  Plans are already underway 

for the 2018 IAFE in San Antonio, Texas where 

it will be home for the next four years. 

At IAFE once again, comments were heard over 

and over about the great education opportuni-

ties offered; making the fair industry succeed 

as never before. 

As we all know, 2017 had some very serious 

challenges both from the natural disaster as-

pect and the horrific security related events. 

As our industry prevails and shines, our service 

members and fair members will continue to 

provide families with a bright and hopeful fu-

ture! 

Soon we will have our RMAF winter board 

meeting and work on the plans for another 

showcase convention in Billings, Montana this 

coming November. 

So, best wishes to all as you plan the 2018 

season to be the best ever! 

Here is a toast to a fun, friendly, safe and en-

tertaining 2018 fair year! 

 

Bill 
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Up-Coming Meetings & 

Conventions 
 
November 7-10, 2018—93rd Annual RMAF Convention, 
Radisson, Billings, Montana 
 
November 13-16, 2019—94th Annual RMAF Convention, 
Davis Conference Center, Layton, Utah 
 
November 11—14, 2020, 95th Annual RMAF Convention,  
Hotel Eleganté, Colorado Springs, Colorado 
 
November  10– 12, 2021, 96th Annual RMAF Convention, 
Radisson, Billings, Montana 

FAIR EXCHANGE 

Rocky Mountain Association of Fairs Newsletter 

PO Box 77, Filer, ID 83328-0077 

208-326-2288 

Nancy Pitz, Editor 

The FAIR EXCHANGE is published four (4) times yearly and is the  

official newsletter of the Rocky Mountain Association of Fairs 

 

We would love to hear from you!   

If you have items of interest/news that you would like to get out to RMAF member-
ship in the newsletter, you can drop a line to the RMAF office via email—

rmaf@filertel.com    

 

All newsletter submission need to be  into the RMAF office by 25th of the month 
proceeding the publication dates (January, April, July & October) 

2018 RMAF Board of Directors 
President:    Bill Dutcher, Metra Park, NE District 

1st Vice-President:  Mark Campbell, NW Montana Fair, NW District 

2nd Vice-President:  Michael Mezmer, Service Member 

Director:     Ron Jeffries, Central States Fair, SE District 

Director:     Dave Hansen, Davis County Fair, SW District 

Director:     Lori Cox, Big Sky Country State Fair, NW District 

Director:     Jamie Larson, Richland Co. Fair, NE District 

Director:     Tammie Ryan, Service Member 

Director-At Large:   Jamie Porter, Metra Park, NE District 

Past President:  Dane Dugan, Fair Time  Consulting 

Welcome New Member! 

McEwyn Band 

David Lowell 

8011 Brooks Chapel Rd. #2583 

Brentwood, TN 37024 

Phone: 615-567-3094 

Fax: 615-567-3094 

Email: david@mcewyn.com 

Website: www.mcewyn.com 

Musical Act 

 

Benton Franklin Fair & Rodeo 

Lori Lancaster 

1500 S. Oak St. 

Kennewick, WA 99337 

Phone: 509-222-3479 

Fax: 509-586-4620 

Email:  infor@bentonfranklinfair.com 

Website: www.bentonfranklinfair.com 

Attendance: 123,000 

District: NW 

Dates: August 21—25, 2018 

 

Pacific Animal Productions 

Karla Majewski 

3946 S. Mission Rd. 

Fallbrook, CA 92028 

Phone:  760-500-1204 

Fax: 750-723-3941 

Email:  karlakmajew@icloud.com 

Website: www.pacificanimalproductions.com 

Animals 

Admit One Products 

Lindsay White 

15331 Barranca Parkway 

Irvine, CA 92618 

Phone:  714-442-3888 

Fax:  714-442-3889 

Email:  lindsay@admitoneproducts.com 

Website:  www.admitoneproducts.com 

Ticketing 

 

Spectrum Weather & Specialty Insurance 

Robert Holmes 

PO Box 484 

Liberty, MO 64069 

Phone:  816-810-2346 

Fax:  816-301-6221 

Email:  

rholmes@spectrumweatherinsurance.com 

Website:  www.SpectrumWeatherInsurance.com 

Insurance 

 

Special Electronics Group 

Peter ODoherty 

PO Box 682036 

Park City, UT 84060 

Phone: 435-962-9570 

Email:  admin@specelecgroup.com 

Website:  www.SpecElecGroup.com 

Sound & Lights 

 

 

Aussie Kingdom 

Carolyn Lantz 

8330 Country Circle 

Elizabeth, CO 80107 

Phone: 303-246-7498 

Email:  info@aussiekingdom.com 

Website:  www.aussiekingdom.com 

Animals 

 

 



 3 



 4 

Mark these dates on your calendar: 
 

March 31—June 15, 2018:  

Showcase Applications will be accepted for the 2018 convention. You will also get an email & post card reminder when the 

showcase application materials are available on the website. 

 

August 1, 2018: 

The 2018 Convention Registration will be open.   

Fair & Festival members—The Radisson in Billings will not accept your request for room reservation until this date.   

Service Members—Your room reservation will be made thru the RMAF office upon receipt of your completed convention registra-

tion/reservation form & fees. 

“As you know (or may not know), Bogie was diagnosed with a chronic and irreversible lung disease during this past year.  I am excited to report that 

over the holiday break, Bogie was accepted onto the lung transplant list at the University of Nebraska Med Center and received a lung transplant 

last week!  We are trying to raise money to cover Bogie’s medical costs that will not be covered by insurance. We are using a 501c3 non-profit or-

ganization called “Help Hope Live” to raise money for Bogie and his family.  All donations are tax deductible and will go to Bogie to cover expenses 

related to his transplant and medical care.   

 

You can find Bogie’s fundraiser page here: https://helphopelive.org/campaign/13702 

 

Thank you in advance for considering a donation to help Bogie.” 

 

Michelle Romeo, Romeo Entertainment Group 

https://helphopelive.org/campaign/13702
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168tickets, LLC 

Animal Specialties 

Brown’s Amusements 

Butler Amusements 

Carnival Midway Attractions 

Greenwald Industries 

Harmony Artists, Inc. 

International Special Attractions 

Marquis Awards 

Monumental Events 

Paradise Amusements 

RMAF NE District 

RMAF NW  District 

RMAF SE District 

RMAF SW District 

Romeo Entertainment Group 

Saffire 

See Tickets 

ShoWorks Software 

The Fusion Talent Group 

The Source Management Group 

Theatrical Media Service 

Thomas Carnival 

UMS Banking 
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92st Annual Convention—Colorado Springs, Colorado 

November 8—11, 2017 

Hotel Eleganté  

The 92nd annual gathering of the Rocky Moun-

tain Association of Fairs (RMAF) was held in the 

scenic city of Colorado Springs, Colorado in 

conjunction with the Colorado Association of 

Fairs and Shows (CAFS).  The convention was 

held for the first time at the Hotel Eleganté Con-

ference & Event Center from November 8-11, 

2017 and featured the theme “Set Your Wheels 

in Motion:  Activate.  Elevate.  Innovate.”.  This 

year’s event had a number of changes including 

a new track workshop program with direct edu-

cational sessions for managers, marketing and 

sponsorship professionals, board members and 

volunteers, and operations and maintenance 

staff.  Other changes included moving the tradi-

tional Veteran’s Day tribute to the opening ses-

sion and the elimination of the Thursday morn-

ing group breakfast.  The convention had a total 

of 440 registered participants (plus 90 queen 

guests from CAFS), 87 fairs and 99 service 

members represented.  

 

The opening day of the convention included a 

meeting of the board of directors, two educa-

tional sessions presented by the International 

Association of Fairs (IAFE) and the President’s 

Reception honoring RMAF President, Dane 

Dugan and CAFS President, Wayne Clark.  The 

evening concluded with showcasing in the 

grand ballroom and the first visitation for ser-

vice members. 

 

The next two days of the convention featured a 

variety of workshops and speakers including an 

exceptional keynote by internet sensation Chad 

Prather.  Chad delivered a humorous and grip-

ping presentation about his life experiences and 

how we can all maximize each day to the fullest.  

Other presentations included topics such as:  

The Total Leader Concept, Guest Relations & 

Grounds Maintenance; What Bands Need When 

They Arrive; Digital Marketing Platforms With 

Adtaxi; Volunteer Engagement, Insurance & 

Risk Management for Fairs; Craft an Effective 

Marketing Plan With Left Hand Brewing; Han-

dling Critical & Non-Critical Situations; Laws & 

Issues of Service Dogs; Youth Livestock Show 

Ethics, Drug Testing & Ramifications; Do’s & 

Don’t s of Boards; Selling Sponsorships; Arena 

Turnover; Amusement Rides & Devices; When 

Background Checks Matter; Keeping Your Mis-

sion on Track; E Coli Out-break at Fairs; Going 

Cashless; Agri-tourism at the Fair; Multi-

generational Workforce – Operations & Fair 

Boards; Handling Animal Welfare; Maximizing 

Your Revenue Through E-Commerce & Ticket-

ing.   

 

Other functions held throughout the convention 

included a reception and meeting of the Rocky 

Mountain Young Fair Professionals (RMYFP).  

The group gathered Thursday afternoon for a 

Cuban themed reception and then held a plan-

ning meeting the following day to establish 

goals for 2018.  Meetings of each district were 

also held on Thursday resulting in the election 

of two new board members.  They include Jamie 

Porter from MontanaFair (MT) who will complete 

out the at-large director term of Jamie Larson of 

the Richland County Fair (MT) who was elected 

as the new Northeast District director.  The 

Southeast District selected Ron Jeffries of the 

Central States Fair (SD) to represent their re-

gion.  A final meeting of the RMAF board of di-

rectors was held on Friday afternoon which 

included the approval of the 2018 budget and 

election of Michael Mezmer, service member 

director, who will start his progression through 

the chairs serving first as the 2nd Vice President 

of the organization. 

 

Several awards honoring members of the RMAF 

were presented during the evening sessions.  

They include Rhonda Livingstone of the Bonner 

County Fair (ID), Fair Manager of the Year; 

Butch Woolard of the Northwest Montana Fair 

(MT), Fair Person of the Year; Wayne Clark of 

CEW Enterprises (CO), Service Member of the 

Year; Bill Ammen of the Blaine County Fair (MT), 

Heritage Award; Barney Cosner of the Fremont 

County Fair (WY), Hall of Fame Award. 

 

The final day of the convention featured a 

lunchtime general session with showcasing, the 

CAFS general business meeting and a presenta-

tion by Jed Pugsley from the PRCA.  Saturday 

night’s finale included a fashion show by the 

young women in the Colorado Royalty program 

and the presentation of the 3rd Annual RMAF 

See Ticket Summit Awards.  The new Renner 

Award for Innovation was also announced in 

tribute to former RMAF President and past Hall 

of Fame recipient, Barbara Renner of Coeur 

d’Alene, Idaho.  The winner was the Western 

Montana Fair for their “Free Fair Admission” 

program.  The evening concluded with the pass-

ing of the gavel ceremony.  Bill Dutcher of Mon-

tanaFair (MT) was announced the new RMAF 

President.  He gave greetings and invited all 

attendees to the 2018 convention which will be 

held at the Radisson Hotel in Billings, Montana 

from November 7th through 10th. 
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92st Annual Convention—Colorado Springs, Colorado 

November 8—11, 2017 

Hotel Eleganté  
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Honoring Award Winners 
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AWARD NOMINATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED FOR 2018 
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 2017 Summit Award Winners 

Promotional Poster 

Division A 

1st – Dawson County Fair  

2nd - Jeffco Fair & Festival 

3rd -  North Dakota Winter Show 

Division B 

1st – Northwest Montana Fair & Rodeo 

2nd – Red River Valley Fair 

3rd -  Eastern Idaho State Fair 

 

Fair Event Guide 

Division A 

1st – North Dakota Winter Show 

2nd – Weld County Fair 

3rd -  Laramie County Fair 

Division B 

1st – Adams County Fair 

2nd – Western Montana Fair 

3rd -  Eastern Idaho State Fair 

 

Fair Theme Logo 

Division A 

1st – Dawson County Fair 

2nd – Sublette County Fair 

3rd -  Campbell County Fair 

Division B 

1st – Western Montana Fair 

2nd – MontanaFair 

3rd -  Utah State Fair 

 

Fair Photograph (People or Animals) 

Division A 

1st – Mesa County Fair 

2nd – Weld County Fair 

3rd – Davis County Fair   

Division B 

1st – Eastern Idaho State Fair 

2nd – Medicine Hat Exhibition & Stampede 

3rd – Medicine Hat Exhibition & Stampede  

 

Fair Photograph (Other) 

Division A 

1st – Laramie County Fair 

2nd – Bonner County Fair 

3rd -  Dawson County Fair 

Division B 

1st – Eastern Idaho State Fair 

2nd – Adams County Fair 

3rd -  Utah State Fair 

 

Premium Book / Competitive Exhibits Guide 

Division A 

1st – Sublette County Fair 

2nd – Campbell County Fair 

3rd -  Weld County Fair 

Division B 

1st – Northwest Montana Fair & Rodeo 

2nd – North Idaho State Fair 

3rd -  Western Montana Fair 

 


