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FAMILY TRADITION
Red Bluff Round-Up has been family reunion gathering spot for six-plus
decades

Red Bluff, Calif. (March 31, 2025) — On the third Sunday of April, Danny and Debbie
Marshall know exactly where they’ll be.

It’s at the Red Bluff Round-Up.

The Marshall family has been in attendance at the Round-Up every single year since
1963. That’s 63 years straight, and four generations’ worth.

It all started in 1963, when Jack and Doris Marshall, Danny’s parents, took their three
sons, including Gary and Larry, to the Round-Up. A few years later, they decided to
make it a family tradition, inviting Doris’ two sisters, Nadine Keene and Nelda Dillman.

From there it grew to be a family reunion, with Nadine and Nelda’s kids and grandkids,
all three of the Marshall brothers, their wives, kids and grandkids, and, of course, Danny
and Debbie and their kids and grandkids.

And they’ve bought the same seats each year: the number one box, on the main
grandstand side, the first box at the south end.

“We always say, we have the first box, closest to the food, to the bar, and to the
bathrooms,” Marshall laughed. In that box, the family can see the start of the horse races,
the grand entry, “and we have no obstructions in front of us. We might have inclement
weather sometimes, but that doesn’t happen very often.”

Before they go to the Round-Up, the family gathers for a meal at Danny and Debbie’s
house. Danny barbecues tri-tips, Debbie organizes, sets up and decorates, sister-in-law
Liz makes her “famous” beans, and family and friends bring side dishes and desserts.

“We set tables up in the backyard, and everybody sits around and visits. It’s quite an
undertaking but it’s a blast.”

After the rodeo, they congregate back at the house to visit more. “We’re a very tight-knit
family,” he said. “We like each other.”

They wear pink on that day as well, because Sunday of Round-Up is Tough Enough to
Wear Pink day.



“I’m kind of a macho guy,” he said. “I don’t like pink, but we all wear pink.” He and
Debbie knew Jolene Kemen, a former Round-Up director who passed away in 2019 and
in whose honor Pink day is held. “Red Bluff is a small enough town where everybody
knows everybody, and we knew Jolene. We’re into it.”

Danny, better known as “Tractor Dan,” retired from a thirty-year career with Raley’s
Grocery Stores. After retirement, he began a tractor service job, mowing, floating roads,
rototilling, and more.

He and cousin Kathie Whitesell, Nadine Keene’s daughter, work together to keep the
tradition going. He loves that the family gets together. “My entire family has not missed
the rodeo,” he said.

Now the fourth generation is attending the Round-Up, he and Debbie’s kids, their
spouses, and their grandkids: daughter Rachael Kordzikowski, her husband Paul and their
two children, and son Ross and his wife Becky, and their two children.

He loves it. The Marshall family has never missed a Sunday show at the Round-Up for
the past 63 years.

“It’s a pretty special event to be at,” he said.

This year’s Round-Up is April 18-20, with start times of 7 pm on April 18, 2:30 pm on
April 19, and 1:30 pm on April 20.

The Round-Up is held at the Tehama District Fairgrounds in Red BIuff.

Tickets range in price from $20-$40 and are on sale online at RedBluffRoundup.com, at
the Round-Up Museum (670 Antelope Blvd., Suite 1, Red Bluff) and at the gate. They
range in price from $20-$40. For more information visit the website.
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Cutlines:

Dan and Debbie Marshall. Dan has never missed a Sunday performance of the Red Bluff
Round-Up in 63 years. When Debbie married Dan, she began attending, too, and has
never missed. Photo courtesy Deb Marshall.

Doris Marshall (far right) with sisters Nadine Keene (far left) and Nelda Dillman. Their
offspring, along with the Marshall family, have gathered at the Red Bluff Round-Up
every year since the late 1960s. Photo courtesy Deb Marshall.

The next generations of the family at the Round-Up. The family has had the same box
seats, on the west side of the arena, since 1963. Photo courtesy Deb Marshall.



The Marshall clan in the 1970s at the Round-Up. The Round-Up is reunion time for the
family. Photo courtesy Deb Marshall.
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