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ROUND-UP RECRUITS
Round-Up is retirement plan for Red Bluff transplants

Red Bluff, Calif. (March 24, 2025) — When Gary and Liz Ramos moved to Red Bluff in
2017, they never thought they’d find a new passion.

The couple, who lived in San Mateo County for thirty years before Gary’s retirement
from law enforcement, got involved with the Red Bluff Round-Up and now volunteers
with it in a variety of ways.

It happened in a fortunate way.

Before retirement, Gary had perused real estate in Red Bluff, hoping to move here, but
his wife wasn’t ready to leave the Bay area. The couple took a cruise, returning on the
Saturday night of the Round-Up. Gary got a wild hair. “I told Liz, let’s go to the rodeo
tomorrow, and she was like, no way, we just got home.”

But they came to the Round-Up and looked at the house for sale Gary had seen. It had
been sold, so they looked at a second house on the market. They liked it, called the realtor
who showed it to them, and as Liz walked through it, she said, “I love this place.” So they
bought it.

“We fell into it, because of the rodeo, really,” Gary said.

After moving to town, they got involved with the Round-Up. With Gary’s background in
law enforcement, he was a natural fit for the security committee. And with Liz’s interest
in hospitality and decorating, she decorates for the four or five functions the Round-Up
hosts every year, organizing the décor (often from repurposed items) for the Volunteer
Appreciation meal, the functions at the downtown Round-Up Mercantile, and helping
with the Tough Enough to Wear Pink luncheon.

During the rodeo, she, along with several other people, oversees the day boxes, making
sure rodeo fans have drinks, food and popcorn.

In addition to security, Gary helps with parking, and this year, is on the livestock
committee. During the rodeo, he’s on a four-wheeler, zipping from place to place,
helping with problems and making sure things run smoothly.

The favorite project for the Ramos’, with the Round-Up, is the Golden Circle of
Champions, an organization that provides an annual trip to the Wrangler National Finals



Rodeo for a pediatric cancer patient. Each year, the Round-Up chooses a different child
and his or her family to be the “golden champion.”

Ramos’s act as chaperone for the family when they make the trip to the National Finals
Rodeo, spending four days making sure they are taken care of.

It’s special to them both. Their youngest son, Garrett, had a kidney transplant at age
eighteen, so they understand the health issues children go through. And Gary has a
brother with special needs. “It’s always been a soft spot in our hearts,” he said.

During the Round-Up, they’re too busy to watch it. “I go home and watch it on the
Cowboy Channel,” Gary said. And their kids, including two other sons, two daughters-in-
law, and three grandkids, like to visit during Round-Up week but know their parents
won’t be around.

“Our kids come out rodeo week, and we say, you can stay at our house, and we might see
you Sunday night,” Gary said, when the Round-Up is over.

But they love it.

“We’ve met tons of really nice, caring, friendly people,” Liz said. “We moved here and
made great friends and have had good times. I feel very fortunate for that.”

“I really like the people associated with the Round-Up,” Gary said. “They took us in like
we’d been here forever, and they treated us like family. I like that it’s a small town and
the Round-Up is such a big part of the town. Everybody knows Red Bluff because of the
Round-Up, and it’s just fun to be associated with that.”

The 104" annual Red Bluff Round-Up will be April 18-20 at the Tehama District
Fairgrounds in Red Bluff. Performances begin at 7 pm on April 18, 2:30 pm on April 19,
and 1:30 pm on April 20.

Tickets are on sale online at RedBluffRoundup.com, at the Round-Up Museum (670
Antelope Blvd., Suite 1, Red Bluff) and at the gate. They range in price from $20-$40.
For more information visit the website.
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Cutlines:

Gary and Liz Ramos retired to Red Bluff in 2017 and began volunteering with the Red
Bluff Round-Up the next year. Photo courtesy the Ramos’.

Gary and Liz Ramos at the Wrangler National Finals Rodeo. They help in a variety of
ways at the Round-Up each year. Photo courtesy the Ramos’.
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