
 

GEMS & MINERALS      Gems & Minerals 
 
Lapidary, mineral and crystal specimens, educational exhibits and related collections. 
 

ENTRY AT A GLANCE 
Amateur $4 per entry; Advanced Amateur $6; Open $9. 
Entry deadline: Monday, January 18, 2027 by 11:30 p.m. 
Receiving: Sunday, February 7 • 1:00–5:00 p.m.; Monday, 
February 8 • 9:00 a.m.–6:00 p.m. 
Closed judging: Tuesday, February 9 • 9:00 a.m. 
Pickup: Monday, March 1 • 9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. 

AWARDS & JUDGING 
Amateur: 1st $30; 2nd $20; 3rd $10. 
Advanced Amateur: 1st $50; 2nd $40; 3rd $30. 
Open: 1st $80; 2nd $60; 3rd $40. 
Best of Division ribbon in each section. 
American System of Judging. 

 
ELIGIBILITY & ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 

• Exhibitors may enter unlimited entries in individual classes/divisions, but are limited to ten entries total per show 
and may receive only one cash award per class. 

• All lapidary work must be the exhibitor’s work and specimens must be owned by the exhibitor. 
• Mineral/fossil specimens must be correctly and neatly labeled with material and location; fossils also require 

age/formation. 
• Each entry occupies one full case assigned by Fair staff. Display-case inside dimensions are approximately 46 

5/8 inches long x 20 5/8 inches wide x 22 inches high; outside dimensions are 48 x 24 x 24 inches. Fair case 
construction and lighting may not be altered except where specifically permitted for transparencies. 

• Amateur: non-professional hobbyist. Advanced Amateur: advanced/highly skilled non-professional hobbyist; 
exhibitors who have won two consecutive first-place awards in the Amateur division advance as provided by 
the rules. Open: advanced/highly skilled non-professional hobbyists and other highly skilled lapidary exhibitors. 
Minimum placing scores for Amateur/Advanced Amateur are 80 points for 1st, 70 for 2nd and 60 for 3rd; Open 
requires 85 for 1st, 75 for 2nd and 65 for 3rd. 

 

DIVISIONS 

DIVISIONS 300, 303, 306 — General Lapidary — Amateur / Advanced Amateur / Open 
Same class list across the three skill sections. 

Class Entry 

1 Faceted Stones Un-mounted, natural and/or synthetic 
material; 10 or more – display claws recommended 

2 Faceted Stones Mounted, natural and/or synthetic 
material; 10 or more 

3 Jewelry With stones, handmade by exhibitor, variety of 
natural and/or synthetic material, 10 or more pieces 

4 Jewelry Without stones, handmade by exhibitor, variety of 
natural and/or synthetic material; 10 or more pieces 

5 Cabachons Free forms, un-mounted, variety of natural 
and/or synthetic material; 10 or more; maximum 20 

6 Cabachons Commercial mounts, variety of natural and/or 
synthetic material; 10 or more; maximum 20 

7 Petrified Wood Polished 
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Class Entry 

8 
Mixed Lapidary Three (3) or more types of work; 
examples: spheres, bookends, polished slabs, clocks, 
jewelry boxes, etc. 

9 Nodules and or Geodes Cut & polished 

10 Polished Slabs Variety of material 

11 One Material One location, polished 

12 Lamps Lamp shades, clocks, jewelry boxes, etc. 

13 Carvings 

14 Mosaics 

15 Bookends Polished Variety of material 

16 Spheres Variety of materials; six (6) or more 

17 Fire Agate Polished, un-mounted; 10 or more 

18 Inlay See definitions 

19 Channel Work See definitions 

20 Novelties Rock arrangements or other rock exhibits 
requiring little or no lapidary skill 

21 Rock artistry 

22 Collections 

DIVISIONS 301, 304, 307 — Crystal & Mineral Specimens — Amateur / Advanced Amateur / Open 
Same class list across the three skill sections. 

Class Entry 

1 Six Single Crystal Twinned crystals permitted 

2 One Crystal 

3 One Cluster 

4 Six Crystal Clusters 

5 Geodes or Nodules Open, cut or broken, not polished 

6 California Minerals 

7 United States Minerals 

8 World Wide Minerals 

9 One Mineral Specimen Must be exceptional for size, form 
or association 

10 Thumbnail Specimens Not to exceed 1 inch by 1 inch; 25 
or more; maximum 50 

11 Micromounts 25 or more; maximum 50 

12 Pseudomorphs Six (6) or more 

13 Artifacts 

14 Fossils 
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Class Entry 

15 Transparencies 

 

DIVISIONS 302, 305, 308 — Educational — Amateur / Advanced Amateur / Open 
Same class list across the three skill sections. 

Class Entry 

1 Faceted Stones Cut and rough material must be shown 

2 Cabachons Cut and rough material must be shown 

3 Lapidary Cut and rough material must be shown 

4 Minerals or Crystals Educational 

5 Artifacts Educational 

6 Fossil Educational 

 
Illustrative example of mineral and crystal specimens arranged in a labeled educational exhibit case. 
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Class Entry 

15 Transparencies 

 

DIVISIONS 302, 305, 308 — Educational — Amateur / Advanced Amateur / Open 
Same class list across the three skill sections. 

Class Entry 

1 Faceted Stones Cut and rough material must be shown 

2 Cabachons Cut and rough material must be shown 

3 Lapidary Cut and rough material must be shown 

4 Minerals or Crystals Educational 

5 Artifacts Educational 

6 Fossil Educational 

 
Illustrative example of mineral and crystal specimens arranged in a labeled educational exhibit case. 
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Class Entry 

15 Transparencies 

 

DIVISIONS 302, 305, 308 — Educational — Amateur / Advanced Amateur / Open 
Same class list across the three skill sections. 

Class Entry 

1 Faceted Stones Cut and rough material must be shown 

2 Cabachons Cut and rough material must be shown 

3 Lapidary Cut and rough material must be shown 

4 Minerals or Crystals Educational 

5 Artifacts Educational 

6 Fossil Educational 

 
Illustrative example of mineral and crystal specimens arranged in a labeled educational exhibit case. 
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