
 

JUNIOR PRESERVED FOODS      Food & Baking 
 
A junior competition for home-preserved foods, including eligible freezer jam. 
 

ENTRY AT A GLANCE 
$1 per entry. 
Entry deadline: Monday, January 18, 2027 by 11:30 p.m. 
Receiving: Monday, February 8, 2027 • 10:00 a.m.–6:00 
p.m. 
Closed judging: Wednesday, February 10, 2027 • 10:00 
a.m. 
Pickup: Tuesday, March 2, 2027 • 10:00 a.m.–6:00 p.m. 

AWARDS & JUDGING 
Each division: 1st, 2nd, 3rd and Honorable Mention 
ribbons. 
Best of Show in each division: $25 and ribbon. 
Danish System of Judging. 
Scorecard: Product 65%; Pack 25%; Container 10%. 

 
ELIGIBILITY & ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 

•​ Each entry requires two sealed jars: one for tasting/judging and one for display. 
•​ Use standard home-canning jars in a jar size specifically supported by the tested recipe/process used. Do not 

use a larger jar than the tested process specifies. 
•​ Entries must be prepared and canned by the junior exhibitor within one year of opening day. Adult safety 

supervision is allowed and encouraged for hot liquids, pressure canners and glass handling, but the adult may 
not make the entry for the exhibitor. 

•​ Use a currently tested USDA, National Center for Home Food Preservation (NCHFP) or University of California 
Cooperative Extension (UCCE) recipe/process. 

•​ Label each entry with the product/contents, variety when applicable, preservation date and the tested 
recipe/source used. 

•​ The “Other” class is for a shelf-stable home-canned product made from a currently tested recipe that does not 
fit Jam or Jelly. Examples may include tested pickles/relishes, canned fruit, salsa or similar products when an 
approved tested process exists. 

•​ Do not enter home-canned meat, poultry or fish in Junior Preserved Foods for 2027. 
•​ Freezer Jam is eligible in the Jams class. Identify it as Freezer Jam in the description field and on the jar label. 

Other freezer preserves are not eligible unless a class specifically allows them. 
•​ An item previously shown at the Fair & Date Fest is not eligible again. 

 

DIVISIONS 343–345 

343 — Elementary School (Grades K–5) • 344 — Middle School (Grades 6–8) • 345 — High School (Grades 9–12) 
All divisions use the same classes below. 

Class Entry 

1 
Jams - Freezer Jam must be identified in the Description 
Field and on the jar label 

2 Jellies 

3 Other — identify contents in the description field and on 
the jar label 

CLASS NOTE​
“Other” must be a shelf-stable product made from a currently tested canning recipe/process; identify the contents and 
recipe source. 

 

2027 Fair & Date Fest • Competitive Exhibits​ 47 44


