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2026 ARC Rodeo Conference
Wednesday, May 6
6:00-8:00pm  Welcome Reception at Bus Bar Under the Sun 
  sponsored by Chute Help, Coors & BUC Days 

Thursday, May 7
8:00 - 8:30am  Coffee & Danishes sponsored by South Point Hotel & Casino

8:30am  Welcome & Opening comments
   - Cal White, ARC Chairman

  Conference Presenting Sponsor Spotlight: Justin Brands 
   - Tom Feller, Justin Brands

8:45 - 9:30am  Keynote Speaker: Jonathan McComb, Tragedy to Triumph
  Presented by Saffire

9:30 - 9:40am  Selling the Experience: The Future of Your Website & Ticketing
  - Cassie Roberts Dispenza, Saffire

9:40 - 10:25am  Beyond the Arena - Community Driven Strategies for Destination 
  Event Success
  Moderator: Navada Phipps, Calgary Stampede
  - Zane Garstad, Sheridan WYO Rodeo
  - Chris Derby, San Antonio Rodeo
  - Brook Kaufman, Visit Corpus Christi

10:25 - 10:40am  Break sponsored by Las Vegas Events 

10:40 - 11:25am  Evolution of News and Media: Working with your Local Media
  Outlet
  Moderator: Katia Uriarte Philipello, Director of Communications   
  and Community Relations, Catholic Diocese of Corpus Christi
  - Rebecca Cantu, President and General Manager KIII TV News
  - Bill Churchwell, Anchor/Multi-skilled Journalist KIII TV News
  
11:25am - 11:55am Arena Footing 101: Conterra Arena Rakes & Groomers

11:55 - 12:10pm  ARC Membership Resources 

12:10 - 1:20pm  Lunch sponsored by Conterra Arena Rakes & Groomers
  & Las Vegas Events 

1:20 - 2:20pm  Community Partnerships & Collaboration
  Small Group Breakout Sessions
 
2:20 - 3:20pm  When Headlines Hit: Crisis Communications
  Moderator: Tim Baldwin, California Rodeo Salinas
  - Mandy Linquist, California Rodeo Salinas
  - Cindy Schonholtz, Rooftop Rodeo
  - Chris Derby, San Antonio Rodeo

3:20 - 3:35pm  Break sponsored by Western Specialty Insurors

3:35 - 3:50pm  WNFR Update
  - Bo Gardner, Las Vegas Events

3:50 - 4:05pm  Executive Council and other Industry Updates 

4:05pm  Closing Statements

5:00 - 7:00pm  Rodeo Experience at BUC Days  
  sponsored by BUC Days
  - Shuttle is available from the hotel to the rodeo
  - Dinner, drinks & rodeo provided by BUC Days

Friday, May 8
8:00-8:30am  Coffee & Danishes sponsored by the South Point Hotel & Casino

8:30-9:30am  Placemaking 101: From Vision to Execution
  - Derek Bratrud, Hunden Partners

9:30-10:15am  Capital Improvement Planning & Fundraisers
  - Tom Hirsig, Cheyenne Frontier Days
  - Rick Davis, Ogden Pioneer Days
  - Leon Vick, National Western Stock Show
  - Sandy Spear, Northwest Florida Championship Rodeo

www.rodeocommittees.org/p/conference

10:15 - 10:30am  Break sponsored by Conterra Arena Rakes & Groomers

10:30 - 11:15am  Thinking Outside the Box: Cross Promotion and Partnerships
  Moderator: Johnny Philipello
  - Brady Ballard, General Manager, Corpus Christi Hooks Baseball 
  - Jennifer Lira, Government and Public Affairs Manager, CITGO
  - Callie Walker, Public and Government Affairs Manager, Gulf Coast  
  Growth Ventures (EXXON) 

11:15am - 12:15pm Strategic Partnerships & Sponsorships Breakout Sessions

12:15pm     Closing Remarks 

Stay & Play:

Conference Session Beverages sponsored by 
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