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San Antonio Stock Show & Rodeo Announces  
2026–2027 Cowgirl Cavviettas 

 
SAN ANTONIO, Texas (7:30 PM, August 13, 2026) — The San Antonio Stock Show & Rodeo is proud to 
announce its 2026–2027 Cowgirl Cavviettas: Emily Halsey, Cassie Moore and Lainey Zarazua, three 
outstanding young women selected to serve as ambassadors for the organization and its mission of 
developing the youth of Texas. 

The new Cowgirl Cavviettas were selected through a competitive process evaluating horsemanship, 
communication skills, character, leadership, professionalism, knowledge of agriculture and a 
passion for serving others. As accomplished cowgirls, they embody the skills, values and Western 
traditions at the heart of the program. 

The Cowgirl Cavvietta program is a leadership, ambassador and scholarship program designed to 
empower young women who embody the grit, grace and traditions of the Western way of life. The name 
“Cavvietta” comes from the ranching term “cavvy,” a trusted remuda of horses relied upon by 
cowboys each day, reflecting the strength, reliability and South Texas ranching heritage behind the 
program. 

“The hat may be what people see, but leadership, service and horsemanship are what make a Cavvietta. 
Over the next year, these young women will grow together, serve their community and be mentored as 
ambassadors for agriculture and education. Wearing the Cowgirl Cavvietta hat is both a privilege and an 
honor, and it is a privilege for us to be part of their journey,” said Jackie Simmonds, Lifetime Assistant 
Vice President and Cowgirl Cavvietta Coordinator. 

During their year of service, the Cowgirl Cavviettas will represent the San Antonio Stock Show & Rodeo 
through community outreach, volunteerism and advocacy for agriculture and education. They will 
participate in public appearances, educational programs, community events and Rodeo activities, 
appearing on horseback at many events as part of the Cavvietta tradition. 



As ambassadors, scholars and young leaders, the Cowgirl Cavviettas will be mentored throughout their 
year of service while gaining experiences that strengthen their leadership skills. Each will also receive a 
$10,000 scholarship, furthering the Rodeo’s longstanding commitment to education and investing in the 
next generation of San Antonio and Texas leaders. 

The selection begins a year of service for Halsey, Moore and Zarazua as they proudly wear the Cowgirl 
Cavvietta hat, carry forward a treasured Rodeo tradition and serve as role models in the community. 

For more information about the Cowgirl Cavvietta program, visit sarodeo.com. 

About the San Antonio Stock Show & Rodeo 

Established in 1949, the San Antonio Stock Show & Rodeo is one of the city’s largest and most prestigious 
events, welcoming more than 1.5 million visitors each year and impacting over 17,000 Texas youth. With 
the support of over 7,000 dedicated volunteers, the organization has contributed more than $292 million 
to Texas youth through scholarships, grants, endowments, auctions, a calf scramble program, and show 
premiums.  
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