
San Antonio Horse Skillathon Contest Speech Rubric 
Senior Contestant Name:  

Speech Length: 5 minutes 

Total Points Possible: 100 

Judge’s Initials: 

Category Criteria Max Points: 
Content & Understanding Topic clearly is addressed. 

Shows depth of 
understanding. 

25 

Organization & Structure Clear introduction, logical 
flow of ideas, and strong 
conclusion. Transitions are 
smooth and purposeful. 

20 

Originality & Insight Demonstrates original 
thinking, personal insight, 
or creative perspective.  

15 

Delivery & Presence Confident posture, eye 
contact, appropriate 
gestures, and vocal variety. 
Engages the audience. 

15 

Clarity & Language Clear articulation, 
appropriate vocabulary, and 
correct grammar. Avoids 
filler words. 

10 

Use of Evidence or 
Examples 

Supports points with facts, 
examples, interviews, or 
personal experiences. Cites 
sources if applicable. 

10 

Time Management Stays within the 4:45 -5:15 
minute time limit. Penalties 
apply for under/over time. 

5 

        Total: 

• *For Finals Round only: Judges: Collectively, please ask two questions total. 

Depending on the contestant’s answers, deduct points from the content and 

relevance section if needed.  

Notes:  


