
 

Platinum Award Tasting Notes 

From the 26
th

 Monterey International Wine Competition 
 

Rodney Strong 2016 Cabernet Sauvignon, Sonoma County $20.  94 

points 

I’m always, and yet never, amazed that this bottling shows up as a top 

award winner in blind judgings.  It’s always correct, always bright, 

always long and always delicious.  Black fruit notes and spicy toasted 

oak hold sway from start to finish.  The amazement continues.   A 

Platinum Award winner at the 2019 Monterey International Wine Competition. 

 

Ghost Hull 2016 Cabernet Sauvignon, San Lucas Vineyard, San Lucas, Monterey County $43.  96 points 

This wine was made just a few miles from the MIWC judging site, and the short trip appears to have worked in its 

favor here.  A gorgeous Cabernet with blackberry, cassis, dried herbs and earth and deep brown spice aromas and 

flavors are well melded together, and judicious oak selection adds some structure without over asserting 

itself.  The finish is long and dusty with great integration of all the elements.  If you’ve been ignoring Monterey 

Cabernet, this will make you think again!  A Platinum Award winner at the 2019 Monterey International Wine 

Competition. 

  

Niner Wine Estates 2016 Cabernet Sauvignon, Paso Robles $45.  94 points 

I just tasted this wine and gave it a high score, and in a blind tasting at MIWC the judges agree.  It shows classic 

varietal aromas and flavors with a Paso twist, but more depth than a lot of other examples from the locale.  The 

nose is forward black cherry and currants, delivered on the palate with mild dried herbs and well folded oak spice, 

riding a moderate grip through a long finish.  A Platinum Award winner at the 2019 Monterey International Wine 

Competition. 

  

Halter Ranch 2016 Cabernet Sauvignon, Paso Robles, Adelaida District $40.  95 points 

Bold Cabernet Sauvignon from Paso Robles, as you might expect, but one with nuance and structure for 

aging.  Blackberry, cassis, fall spice, gentle oak toast, supple tannins and a blown-out finish that integrates 

everything even at this young age.  I’d cellar this a while….  A Platinum Award winner at the 2019 Monterey 

International Wine Competition. 

  

Firefall 2016 Pinot Noir, California $40.  94 points 

Don’t let the appellation fool you -- this is serious wine.  A blend of fruit from Bennett Valley, Russian River 

Valley, Santa Lucia Highlands and Anderson Valley, it shows a skilled blending hand.  Juicy red fruit is tempered 

with vibrant acidity and lively oak spice, and it finishes long and bright.  Sometimes the front label doesn’t tell the 

whole story….  A Platinum Award winner at the 2019 Monterey International Wine Competition. 

  

Integrity Wines 2017 Pinot Noir, Santa Lucia Highlands, Monterey County $36.  95 points 

A red side expression that carries SLH character in a very lively package.  Cherry, strawberry, bright spice and a 

complementary stemmy note are delivered with great mouthwatering push in the finish.  The earthy note really 

brightens the fruit and makes for a discussion starting glass.  Bravo!  A Platinum Award winner at the 2019 

Monterey International Wine Competition. 

  

1849 Wine 2016 “Iris” Pinot Noir, Sonoma Coast $30.  94 points 

A solid representation of Sonoma Coast fruit, with black cherry, fall spice, wildflower and talc aromas leading to 

a palate of spiced red fruit, medium oak toast, bright acidity and a lively finish where a sweet oak note comes 

forward.  This is tailor made for salmon encrusted with moderate spice.  A Platinum Award winner at the 2019 

Monterey International Wine Competition. 

  

Bargetto 2017 Pinot Noir, Monterey County $20.  94 points 

A great value in a big red Pinot Noir where red fruit rules the day, joined by notes of vanilla, dry earth minerality 

and a touch of root beer.  The finish brings the earthiness into clear focus, and the finish is well knit 

together.  White or red meat, or in between, this is a budget friendly winner.  A Platinum Award winner at the 

2019 Monterey International Wine Competition. 



  

Niner Wine Estates 2017 Pinot Noir, Edna Valley $35.  94 points 

Another deftly handled wine from Molly Bohlman, where the rhubarb driven profile is joined by easy fall spice, 

black cherry, sassafras and light stemmy character that together make a great food friendly wine that leans toward 

the pork tenderloin side of the menu.  This can handle a nice herb and spice crust on the meat.  A Platinum Award 

winner at the 2019 Monterey International Wine Competition. 

  

Baileyana 2017 Pinot Noir, Edna Valley $30.  94 points 

Always a great bottle of Pinot Noir, with a great mix of red and black cherry fruit, damp earth, soft spice and great 

acidity to carry it all.  This is a go-to wine when you want a medium bodied red wine with spice and depth.  A 

Platinum Award winner at the 2019 Monterey International Wine Competition. 

  

Iron Hub 2015 Sangiovese, Amador County $24.  94 points 

I’d be interested to know the age of the vines that produced this wine, as there is some really old Sangiovese in 

Amador County, and I suspect that this might be sourced from them.  This is quite Tuscan in style, with a nice 

sage and dry earth component joining spicy cherry fruit and finishing with the spice all in front.  Go big with a 

pasta dish with this one!  A Platinum Award winner at the 2019 Monterey International Wine Competition. 

  

Santa Barbara Winery 2015 Sangiovese, Stolpman Vineyard, Santa Ynez Valley $28.  94 points 

I see this vineyard designation on a fair amount of Italian varietal wines from the Santa Barbara, and for good 

reason.  Sangiovese finds a great home there, and in this bottle bright cherry and candied raspberry fruit carry 

balanced spice and herb notes through a long finish whose grip gives great push to the flavors.  I’d look for 

medium strength cheeses to showcase this one.  A Platinum Award winner at the 2019 Monterey International 

Wine Competition. 

  

Due Ragazze Vineyards 2016 “D’Seta” Barbera, El Dorado County $27.  94 points 

This Barbera gets a nice accent from the inclusion of twenty five percent Petite Sirah, which, believe it or not, 

serves to temper the acidity of the Barbera and darken the fruit profile while maintaining the charms you’d expect 

from a Sierra Foothills example.  There’s ample pepper joining the fruit mix, suggesting a pairing with a spicy 

meatloaf.  A Platinum Award winner at the 2019 Monterey International Wine Competition. 

  

Fortino 2016 Charbono, Santa Clara Valley $44.  96 points 

This under-heralded appellation cries out for attention in this superb bottle of Charbono.  Likely from a very old 

planting, and made for many vintages by this producer, it’s got me wondering why I don’t see more of it under 

varietal labels.  Rich black and blue fruit comingle with lively spice, riding a plush midpalate through a bright 

finish.  Think bold and meaty when pairing this unique wine.  A Platinum Award winner at the 2019 Monterey 

International Wine Competition. 

  

Jeff Runquist 2016 Charbono, Sierra Foothills $26.  95 points 

Platinum or Double Gold, any way you slice it this is great stuff -- here’s my review from Toast of the Coast: One 

of California’s heritage varieties gets respectful treatment here, with a solid acidic backbone driving mixed berry 

fruit, delivered in dry style with vibrancy and beautiful peppery notes.  This will live well into the future, and it’s 

so good now you’ll have trouble making your stash last.  A Platinum Award winner at the 2019 Monterey 

International Wine Competition. 

  

Trella Vineyards 2016 Tempranillo, Umpqua Valley, Oregon $38.  94 points 

This grape is well on its way to becoming the signature red of the region, and this is a fine example of 

why.  Black cherry, raspberry, bright oak spice and dusty tannins that keep the flavors together and finishing with 

style.  An herb encrusted prime rib would be a perfect pairing.  A Platinum Award winner at the 2019 Monterey 

International Wine Competition. 

  

Halter Ranch 2016 “CDP” Paso Robles, Adelaida District $35.  94 points 

A tightly wound GSM that is showing great promise for aging.  Firm tannins hold up cherry, pepper and spice on 

the palate, where the future is just starting to give us a glimpse of what’s to come.  I’d go for a case here and open 

one every six months to enjoy its evolution.  A Platinum Award winner at the 2019 Monterey International Wine 

Competition. 

  



V. Sattui 2016 “Entanglement” GSM Red Wine, Napa Valley $40.  95 points 

Spice, spice and more spice -- and it works to great effect here because the fruit is up to the task.  I like the 

boldness of the spice against the lively red fruit and bay leaf touch.  A perfect roast turkey or chicken 

accompaniment worth seeking out.  A Platinum Award winner at the 2019 Monterey International Wine 

Competition. 

  

Killari 2018 Carmenere, Valle Central, Chile $10.  91 points 

This variety can be quite green in presentation, and this wine has that quality, but it’s quite attractive here, setting 

the roasted bell pepper aromas and flavors against black fruit, black pepper and a touch of tar.  This is a wine for 

Kansas City Barbeque, and at a nice price to boot.  A Platinum Award winner at the 2019 Monterey International 

Wine Competition. 

  

Stokes Ghost 2016 Petite Sirah, Monterey $34.  95 points 

Big peppery Petite for positioning with peppered pork tenderloin or Santa Maria Style tri tip. Or you could just 

enjoy the blackberry, raspberry, crushed rock and full throttle tannins with your favorite stinky cheese -- you 

make the call!  A Platinum Award winner at the 2019 Monterey International Wine Competition. 

  

Ranchero Cellars 2016 Carignan “The Tethered Beast” Forchini Vineyard, Dry Creek Valley $56.  95 

points 

The proprietary name couldn’t have been more appropriately chosen here.  This is a monster, restrained yet 

untamed, showing focused clove and anise notes over rich black fruit, carried on great structure with weight that 

is so well managed you don’t realize what a beast you’re dealing with.  Kudos to winemaker Amy Butler for 

helping to keep this variety in the public eye!  A Platinum Award winner at the 2019 Monterey International Wine 

Competition. 

  

 

 

Wakefield/Taylors 2017 “Jaraman” Shiraz, Clare Valley/McLaren Vale, Australia $32  94 points 

A blissful wedding of two valleys, accenting the best of both.  Tarry black fruit notes, pepper and menthol notes 

are seamlessly integrated and ride a wave of popping acidity through a blooming finish.  Lamb or other red meats 

are the way to go pairing-wise.  A Platinum Award winner at the 2019 Monterey International Wine Competition. 

  

Macchia 2017 “Dubious” Petite Sirah, California $26.  92 points 

Nothing dubious about the quality of this lusty Petite Sirah, where bright vanilla and pie spice joins rich black 

fruit and clove in a bold presentation.  Bold ripe cheeses, please!  A Platinum Award winner at the 2019 Monterey 

International Wine Competition. 

  

Halter Ranch 2016 Ancestor, Estate Reserve, Paso Robles, Adelaida District $60.  95 points 

A stellar vintage for this bottling -- and that’s saying something about this Bordeaux styled blend that’s always a 

treat.  This vintage is Cabernet Sauvignon forward, with great acidity that tempers the palate weight and keeps the 

blackberry, currants and fall spice vibrant from start to finish.  This Ancestor is forming a pedigreed line of its 

own.  A Platinum Award winner at the 2019 Monterey International Wine Competition. 

  

V. Sattui 2015 Paradiso, Napa Valley $90.  97 points 

Another spectacular wine from this venerable producer.  One of the best Paradiso’s I’ve tasted, with all of the age 

worthy structure that makes it a cellar trophy bottle.  It’s wound up rather tightly at present, but it’s already 

showing itself as a nuanced blend of fruit, dusty earth minerality and elegant dried herbs.  Brooks painter and the 

gang continue to roll out the good stuff!  A Platinum Award winner at the 2019 Monterey International Wine 

Competition. 

  

Wakefield/Taylors 2016 St. Andrews Shiraz, Clare Valley, Australia $80.  95 points 

Another classy presentation of this bottling, with the regional character to let you know where it’s from, and the 

elegance to make you think it should sit alongside the best Syrahs in the world.  It should, and it does.  A 

Platinum Award winner at the 2019 Monterey International Wine Competition. 

  

Reustle Prayer Rock Vineyards 2016 Syrah, Estate Cuvee, Umpqua Valley, Oregon $32.  94 points 



Solid Syrah from south central Oregon, where the variety is getting a toehold.  Correct black and blue berry fruit, 

easy oak spice, supple tannins and a fully integrated finish that adds a note of dusty chocolate make for a fine 

glass.  A Platinum Award winner at the 2019 Monterey International Wine Competition. 

  

Eberle 2017 Syrah, Steinbeck Vineyard, Paso Robles $30.  95 points 

Winemaker Chris Eberle follows up a gorgeous ’16 vintage with this ’17, showing all the best attributes of Syrah 

even in its youth.  Blackberry, blueberry, a little menthol, a little tar and some orange zested pepper beg another 

sip.  Pairing?  Wild boar -- what else?  A Platinum Award winner at the 2019 Monterey International Wine 

Competition. 

  

Prospect Cellars 2016 “Gold Digger” Red Wine, Amador County $25.  94 points 

Blended wines bring life to lots of wine that maybe don’t make the cut to be labeled as their own variety, but in 

the hand of a talented winemaker can become a true delight.  So it goes here, with Zinfandel, Barbera, Petite Sirah 

and Sangiovese brought into proportion to make a zippy red with mixed berry, pepper and herb aromas and 

flavors that ride bright acidity and finish long and in satisfying fashion.  Here’s to the blenders!  A Platinum 

Award winner at the 2019 Monterey International Wine Competition. 

  

Brecon Estate 2016 Petite Sirah, Monterey $56.  94 points 

A pulsing, sweet, fruit-driven Petite with powerful pepper and spice that tames the ripe character and makes for a 

very sexy presentation.  Go for a spice laden beef prep as a pairing.  A Platinum Award winner at the 2019 

Monterey International Wine Competition. 

  

Prospect Cellars 2016 “Pick and Shovel” Petite Sirah, Amador County $32.  94 points 

The judges loved the Petite Sirah flights, including this tasty wine from a winery that is new to me.  A generously 

fleshy expression, with approachable structure, forward berry pie aromas and flavors and a long finish where the 

pepper comes forward to balance the sweet fruit.  Nicely done!  A Platinum Award winner at the 2019 Monterey 

International Wine Competition. 

  

Macchia 2017 “Adventurous” Zinfandel, Linsteadt Vineyard, Amador County $28.  94 points 

Perhaps better known as a source for Barbera, this vineyard does everything well, including Zinfandel.  This 

iteration is all about the pepper, with what a friend of mine would call “peppercorn medley” sassiness.  It’s 

balanced by juicy red and black berry fruit, and finishes bright and dry.  Yum!  A Platinum Award winner at the 

2019 Monterey International Wine Competition. 

  

 

 

Carol Shelton 2016 Carignane, Old Vine, Oat Valley Vineyard, Sonoma County $28.  94 points 

A favorite winemaker of mine, and a favorite wine of mine from here extensive portfolio.  Carol likes the light 

bright side of this grape, featuring red fruit and spice with pretty accents of blueberry and white pepper.  I like it 

as a solo glass, or with tapas.  Great stuff!  A Platinum Award winner at the 2019 Monterey International Wine 

Competition. 

  

Macchia 2017 “Mischievous” Zinfandel, Lodi $22.  94 points 

From the reined in side of the Macchia stable.  It’s great to have a spectrum of Zins to choose from at a winery 

that has fully embraced the variety.  A civilized presentation of brambly fruit and pepper, with and appropriately 

mischievous spice note in the finish.  This has grilled angus burgers written all over it.  A Platinum Award winner 

at the 2019 Monterey International Wine Competition. 

  

Halter Ranch 2018 Rosé, Paso Robles, Adelaida District $26.  95 points 

I’ll admit it -- this glass is TOTALLY AWESOME after six hours of tasting red wine.  But, I’m a professional, so 

I won’t let that color my remarks.  It’s a beautiful, crisp, dry rosé that hits all my markers -- strawberry, white 

pepper, racy acidity, mild leafy herbs and a long, lip smacking citrus driven finish that doesn’t wipe off the other 

flavor elements.  The best Rosé I’ve tasted in months.  And I practice a lot….  A Platinum Award winner at the 

2019 Monterey International Wine Competition. 

  

Navarro Vineyards 2018 Rosé of Pinot Noir, Anderson Valley $22.  94 points 



I eagerly await the release of this wine every year, and I’m glad to see it once again arrive in style.  It’s all you 

could ask for in a rosé, with a creamy midpalate and a crisp zesty finish that will have you draining the bottle in a 

hurry.  Bravissimo!  A Platinum Award winner at the 2019 Monterey International Wine Competition. 

  

La Marca NV Prosecco, Extra Dry, Prosecco DOC, Italy $19.  92 points 

Spot on off dry Prosecco, with bright peach and citrus flavors, and no beery aftertaste that can afflict Glera if not 

handled properly.  An available everywhere excuse to celebrate any occasion -- like Tuesday.  A Platinum Award 

winner at the 2019 Monterey International Wine Competition. 

  

Barefoot Bubbly NV Extra Dry “Champagne” California $10.  92 points 

A wine that virtually defines the category and one that is in corner markets in as many states as allow such 

frivolity.  I’m sure I’ve said this before, but the fact that Jennifer Wall and her team can make this quality in the 

quantity that they do is nothing short of a miracle.  Consistently, crisp sweet fun in a glass -- exactly as 

intended.  A Platinum Award winner at the 2019 Monterey International Wine Competition. 

  

Duck Hunter 2018 Sauvignon Blanc, Marlborough, New Zealand $20.  94 points 

I like the restraint in the Marlborough wine -- it’s got all the gooseberry, grapefruit and herbs that you want, but it 

doesn’t hit you over the head.  That said, it does leave a mark with subtleness of character and great acid pop that 

leaves your mouth watering for more.  A Platinum Award winner at the 2019 Monterey International Wine 

Competition. 

  

Racine 2017 Chardonnay, Pays d’Oc IGP, Languedoc, France $15.  90 points 

An easy to like Chardonnay from a new shop at home program called Wine Insiders, and like a lot of their 

portfolio, there’s good value here.  Crisp acidity carries apple and pear flavors with gentle oak spice through a 

refreshing finish.  Quite tasty!  A Platinum Award winner at the 2019 Monterey International Wine Competition. 

  

Santa Barbara Winery 2016 Dry Riesling, Lafond Vineyard, Sta. Rita Hills $19.  94 points 

There are, thankfully, still small pockets of Riesling planted around California that become wines like this 

one.  Crisp, dry, apricot and zesty lemon surround a stony mineral core and finish very long with a burst of 

flavor.  Lovely wine.  A Platinum Award winner at the 2019 Monterey International Wine Competition. 

  

Kevin O’Leary 2017 Moscato, California $25.  91 points 

A pleasant off-dry Moscato that nails the floral aromatic profile and delivers sweet stone fruit and spice on the 

palate with a bright finish.  Drink up!  A Platinum Award winner at the 2019 Monterey International Wine 

Competition. 

  

J. Lohr 2018 “Flume Crossing” Sauvignon Blanc, Arroyo Seco, Monterey County $14.  94 points 

Once again, a unique Sauvignon Blanc thanks to the use of a little acacia wood that adds depth to the correct 

varietal aromas and flavors.  Glad to see the winery sticking with this methodology!  A Platinum Award winner at 

the 2019 Monterey International Wine Competition. 

  

Reustle Prayer Rock Vineyards 2017 “Hefeabzug” Gruner Veltliner, Estate Selection, Umpqua Valley, 

Oregon $24.  94 points. 

This winery continues to kill with its extensive Grüner Veltliner lineup.  The ’17 Hefeabzug pops with stone 

minerality, green bean and soft lime zest on the nose and in the mouth, and finishes with a cleansing burst of 

acidity, leaving a floral impression.  Love it!  A Platinum Award winner at the 2019 Monterey International Wine 

Competition. 

 

 

Baileyana 2017 “Firepeak” Chardonnay, Edna Valley $28.  94 points 

There’s something about Edna Valley that’s just right for Chardonnay -- at least the way that I like it, which is 

dry, crisp, acid driven and enhanced by gentle oak conditioning.  Here, all that helps the apple pear and spice to 

sing.  Play on!  A Platinum Award winner at the 2019 Monterey International Wine Competition. 

  

Trella Vineyards 2016 Gruner Veltliner, Umpqua Valley, Oregon $29.  94 points 

Another player heard from in the Umpqua Valley Grüner Veltliner arena, and it’s another good one.  I’m going to 

start calling this region Austria West for all the good GV coming out of there.  Crisp clean, refreshing and 



flavorful.  More, please, Austria West!  A Platinum Award winner at the 2019 Monterey International Wine 

Competition. 

  

Whitehaven 2018 Sauvignon Blanc, Marlborough, New Zealand $20.  94 points 

An annual celebration of Sauvignon Blanc is contained under this screw cap closure, with classic Marlborough 

aromas and flavors presented clearly, with a bright finish that brings you back each year.  A Platinum Award 

winner at the 2019 Monterey International Wine Competition. 

  

Aromatherapy 2018 Chenin Blanc, Clarksburg $19.  94 points 

A deep honeyed nose leads to a viscous palate of stone fruit with honey accents and a long, crisp finish that gets 

the acidity right.  A fine summer quaffer!  A Platinum Award winner at the 2019 Monterey International Wine 

Competition. 

  

J. Lohr 2017 “October Night” Chardonnay, Arroy Seco, Monterey County $25.  94 points 

This hugely popular bottling is so for a reason, and that reason includes a viscous feel, apple pear and honey 

flavors and aromas, a crisp acid kiss at the end where generous oak spice come forward.  A great cocktail all by 

itself.  A Platinum Award winner at the 2019 Monterey International Wine Competition. 

  

Halter Ranch 2017 Grenache Blanc, Paso Robles, Adelaida District $28.  94 points 

A rocking good glass of ripe grilled peach and lemon zest, with a creamy midpalate and a crisp finish that brings a 

light herbal note forward.  My kind of white wine!  A Platinum Award winner at the 2019 Monterey International 

Wine Competition. 

  

V. Sattui 2017 “Collina d’Oro” Chardonnay, Russian River Valley $40.  95 points 

Brilliant Chardonnay from Brooks Painter and the gang, who reaches over the mountains to source this 

fruit.  Crisp and creamy, with lemon crème, pear, apple, soft spice and ringing acidity giving great push to the 

finish.  If there’s a do no wrong producer out there, this is it.  A Platinum Award winner at the 2019 Monterey 

International Wine Competition. 

  

Hagafen 2018 Riesling, Clearwater Ranch, Lake County $24.  94 points 

Still the domestic Riesling naysayers won’t come around -- but they might be coaxed by this floral off dry 

example.  Zippy acidity carries apricot and spice on the palate, and the finish burst is full of everything 

promised.  Beautifully nuanced wine.  A Platinum Award winner at the 2019 Monterey International Wine 

Competition. 

  

River Road 2017 Chardonnay, California $15.  92 points 

An easy drinking Chardonnay at a great price that delivers Sonoma in a glass. Sunny apple and peach, with soft 

spice and a long finish.  Easy to find to boot.  I like it!  A Platinum Award winner at the 2019 Monterey 

International Wine Competition. 

  

Pomar Junction 2017 “Cotes de Pomar Blanc” Paso Robles, El Pomar District $20.  94 points 

Roussanne, Marsanne and Viognier blend beautifully here, with a crisp stone fruit mix joined by soft spice and 

moderate viscosity, allowing for a clean finish that leaves the fruit and spice lingering pleasantly.  I’m thinking 

Halibut filet….  A Platinum Award winner at the 2019 Monterey International Wine Competition. 

  

Eberle 2018 Muscat Canelli, Estate Vineyard, Paso Robles $22.  94 points 

Gary Eberle has championed this wine since long before the Moscato craze, and no doubt he’ll be staying with it 

long after the hard fade that Moscato is experiencing now.  That’s a good thing, because this is clearly wine made 

with care for a dedicated audience, not just a trend rider.  It’s flowers and spice and everything nice -- just like 

Gary is at heart.  A Platinum Award winner at the 2019 Monterey International Wine Competition. 

  

Emerald Creek Winery 2018 “Excalibur” Merlot Rosé, South Coast $25.  92 points 

Here’s a medium sweet rosé that gets everything right -- and the Merlot character comes through in impressive 

fashion.  Cherry, a touch of pepper and a sweet orange finish make this a perfect summer refresher when you want 

a little sweetness.  A Platinum Award winner at the 2019 Monterey International Wine Competition. 

  

 



 

 

Grape Creek 2017 “Cabernet Blanc” American $20.  91 points 

Cabernet can be pretty in pink, though it’s quite rare in my experience.  The sweet character makes the difference 

here, delivering a tangy sweet cherry fruit vibe that finishes cleanly with mouth-watering acidity.  It works!  A 

Platinum Award winner at the 2019 Monterey International Wine Competition. 

  

Ranchero Cellars 2016 “Revolver” Paso Robles $48.  94 points 

Amy Butler’s Tempranillo/Carignan blend shows serious structure, deep black fruit and dry earth minerality and a 

savory note that’s unusual in this type of blend -- but then again, the blend itself is unusual and this one makes a 

clear statement.  I’m continually impressed by Amy’s ability to make wines that make me stop and think -- and 

then drink -- and think -- and….  A Platinum Award winner at the 2019 Monterey International Wine 

Competition. 

  

Great Basin Winery 2016 “Red Blend” Nevada $22.  92 points 

A well-knit blend of Sangiovese, Syrah and Cabernet Franc that shows a taut structure, tart cherry fruit and 

generous oak toast that tips it into the smoky side.  This would be great with a blackened sea bass or a peppered 

steak.  Nevada!  A Platinum Award winner at the 2019 Monterey International Wine Competition. 

  

Orsi Family Vineyards 2015 Nebbiolo, Dry Creek Valley $26.  94 points 

A new producer to me, and one whom I look forward to diving into the rest of the lineup.  This Nebbiolo could 

easily be mistaken for a young Barbaresco, with its tight tannic structure, dry earth and brown spice with cherry 

blueberry and strawberry fruit just waiting to pounce after a few more years in the bottle.  Very nicely realized!  A 

Platinum Award winner at the 2019 Monterey International Wine Competition. 

  

BoaVentura 2013 “DEPORTED” Livermore Valley $39/375ml.  94 points 

A very solid port in an LBV style, with bright berry pie aromas and flavors that are balanced by well selected 

fortificant that keeps things at a good weight and allow the fruit and the barrel influence a wide berth.  It’s very 

long and ready for your favorite stilton or gorgonzola.  A Platinum Award winner at the 2019 Monterey 

International Wine Competition.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


