
ADDENDUM NO. 1 
Carnival Operator RFP #026-010C 
37th District Agricultural Association (Santa Maria Fairpark) 
Santa Barbara County Fair & Strawberry Festival (2026–2030) 

Issued: December 4, 2025 
RFP Release Date: November 24, 2025 
Deadline for Bidder Questions: December 8, 2025 
Final Responses to Questions Issued: December 15, 2025 

This Addendum No. 1 is issued to clarify the RFP. All terms and conditions not specifically 
modified herein remain unchanged. This Addendum becomes part of the RFP and any 
resulting agreement. Bidders must acknowledge receipt of this Addendum in their 
proposal. 

 

1. QUESTION – Historical Attendance and Carnival Gross 

Question received: 
“Please provide historical attendance and carnival gross receipts for the Santa Barbara 
County Fair and Strawberry Festival for prior years. In addition, can you confirm the 
historical operating dates and the revised 2026 Fair schedule?” 

 

2. RESPONSE – Historical Carnival Gross and Attendance 

The District provides the following historical information for reference only. These figures 
are not guaranteed and are provided solely to help Bidders understand historical context. 

A. Carnival Gross Receipts (Rides) 

Year Strawberry Festival Gross Santa Barbara County Fair Gross 

2021 No Event $573,284 

2022 $307,501 $701,070 

2023 $299,325 $709,562 

2024 $308,441 $612,699 

2025 $231,803 $451,290 



Notes: 

• 2021 Strawberry Festival did not occur. 

• “No Event” indicates the event did not take place. 

• All gross amounts reflect total reported carnival ride gross for the respective event 
year. 

B. Attendance 

Year Strawberry Festival Attendance Santa Barbara County Fair Attendance 

2021 No Event Unavailable 

2022 21,437 65,039 

2023 15,092 74,605 

2024 12,851 65,242 

2025 8,055 28,982 

Notes: 

• All attendance values are total gate attendance for the event. 

• 2021 Strawberry Festival did not occur. 

• Santa Barbara County Fair attendance for 2021 is unavailable. 

 

3. RESPONSE – Event Date Format and 2026 Fair Schedule 

A. Historical Event Formats 

• Santa Barbara County Fair (historical): Previously operated as a five (5) day event, 
typically Wednesday through Sunday. 

• Strawberry Festival (historical and continuing): Operated as a three (3) day 
event, Friday through Sunday. 

B. Revised Santa Barbara County Fair Format Beginning 2026 

Beginning with the 2026 Fair, the Santa Barbara County Fair will operate as an eight (8) day 
event, opening on Friday July 3, and running through the second weekend and ending on 



the following Sunday July 12, with the Fair closed on Monday and Tuesday during the run, 
for a total of eight (8) calendar days. 

Implications for Bidders: 

• Proposals for the Santa Barbara County Fair must assume an 8-day operating 
schedule, with two closed days (Monday–Tuesday) in the middle of the run. 

• The Strawberry Festival remains a 3-day (Friday–Sunday) event. 

 

4. ADDITIONAL CLARIFICATION – Use of Historical Data 

Historical gross and attendance figures are provided as context only and do not represent 
a promise of future results. Actual gross receipts and attendance will vary based on factors 
including, but not limited to, weather, pricing/promotions, ride mix, marketing 
performance, and overall economic conditions. Bidders must base financial proposals on 
their own professional judgment and operating model. 

 

5. BIDDER ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

Bidders must acknowledge Addendum No. 1 in their proposal submittal. Failure to 
acknowledge may render a proposal non-responsive. 

 

END OF ADDENDUM NO. 1 

 


