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Every year we update our book.  Please Read Thoroughly!  

Rules, regulations, dates, contests and anything listed herein may be updated without notice at any time at 

the sole discretion of the Sioux Empire Fair Association.  For up to date information, please check the fair 

website at www.siouxempirefair.com and the Arts Center Facebook Page at 

www.facebook.com/sefartscenter.    
 

1. ñAmateurò refers to non-professional level work. 

    Participants will be referred to as ñExhibitorò or ñExhibitors.ò 

    Items entered will be referred to as ñExhibitò or ñExhibits.ò 

    The process of entering will be referred to as ñSubmission.ò 

    Exhibit identifiers will be referred to as ñEntry Tags.ò 

  

2. Participation is FREE and OPEN to the amateur level of the public. 

  

3. Exhibits can only be submitted with a properly completed submission form. Exhibits and 

submission forms must be submitted in person on Wednesday, August 2nd from 12-7 p.m.  

                        Do NOT send in submission forms or exhibits. 
  

4. If possible, pick up entry tags from the fair office (M-Th 9AM-4PM or Friday 9AM-2PM). 

Exhibitors need to fill out the entry tags completely and bring them with their exhibit/s. Entry 

tags may also be filled out on submission day. Only list your city and state on the address line. 

Turn to page 6 for how to fill out the entry tag. 

 

5. If you do not have an exhibitor number from 2020, 2021, or 2022 to reuse, an exhibitor 

number will be issued to you. To receive your exhibitor number before submission day, you can 

email your contact info (full name, mailing address, primary email address, primary phone 

number, and age if under 18 or list Senior if over 64) to sef.artscenter@yahoo.com and note 

ñNew Exhibitor Numberò in the subject line.  If you cannot email us, please call 605-299-9744.  

We will also be able to issue exhibitor numbers at time of submission.  

  

6. Exhibits MUST be the work of the exhibitor, MUST not be older than 2 years and MUST not 

have been submitted at any previous Sioux Empire Fairs.  Exhibits should be unworn and 

unsoiled.  Judges can and will disqualify any exhibit that does not meet these requirements. 

  

7. Exhibits must be submitted to the Arts Center (in the Expoôs North Room) between the 

hours of 12PM and 7PM on Wednesday, August 2nd.  No submission process may start 

after 7PM, and any submission in progress will be cut off at 7:30PM SHARP.  We greatly 

welcome large exhibit totals, and ask that you arrive early with your exhibits, entry tags, 

and forms in order.  We want to make sure we can accept it all.  

http://www.siouxempirefair.com/
http://www.facebook.com/sefartscenter
mailto:sef.artscenter@yahoo.com
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(If  submitting a chilled Baked Good exhibit, as soon as you arrive, ask any staff member to place 

your exhibit in our cooler with your Entry Tag.  When it is your turn to process your 

submission/s, please remind us of this exhibit so we can properly process it.)    

 

8. Exhibitors may submit up to 2 exhibits per lot and participate in as many lots as desired.  

*Note: Food exhibits need to use 2 different recipes if submitting 2 exhibits in one lot.  

Recipes required.   

  

9. Every precaution will be taken to ensure the safety of every exhibit submitted in competition, 

but the fair management cannot be held responsible for loss or damage that may occur.  Upon 

submission you hold the Sioux Empire Fair Association, staff, and volunteers harmless.  

  

10. Anyone submitting in the Junior Division MUST indicate their age on the submission form 

AND the entry tag. Junior exhibitors may submit in either the Junior Division (age listed), or in 

the Adult Division, classes 1-15 (age not listed), but cannot submit in both divisions. 
 

HOWEVER, if you are a Senior (65+), and would like your exhibit to be considered for the 

Senior Division of the State Fair competition, please write ñSò in the top righthand corner of 

your Entry Tag.  

 

11. The decisions of the judges will be final. Awards will not be issued for unworthy exhibits, 

even if they are the only exhibits in the class.  

 

12. All creditable exhibits will be divided into three groups ï blue, red, and white. The award 

premiums will be issued for exhibits denoted in the following manner: $2 for blue, $1 for red, no 

premium for white. The ñBest in Lotò winner will only be chosen from the blue group in each lot 

and denoted with a Gold Sticker.   

 

13. Release Day is Sunday, Aug. 13th from 10AM until 4PM.  Exhibits, Premiums, and Special 

Awards will be released from the NORTHWEST entrance of the Arts Center at this time.   

(Please have your ID handy if needed.)  Exhibits not picked up during this time (or have no prior 

arrangements made for them) may be discarded and the exhibitor will forfeit  their premium 

money and any Special Award/s.  We do not want this to happen!!  So, if you are unable to pick 

up your property at this time, please make arrangements with the Arts Center Coordinator ASAP 

to have someone pick it up for you, or arrange to pick it up from the fair office during the week 

of August 21st.   

 

14. To ensure order and the safety of the exhibits on Release Day, exhibitors are prohibited from 

entering the exhibit area to remove exhibits until waited on by the Arts Center staff. If an exhibit 

is removed without proper checkout with our staff, no premium payment will be awarded. 
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Additional information for floriculture & horticulture exhib its 

15. All horticulture and floriculture exhibits must be grown by the exhibitor. 

  

16. Decayed or injured specimens must not be submitted. 

  

17. No artificial flowers are permitted. Only natural foliage which grows on the stem is to be 

shown, including stems grown naturally without foliage. 

  

18. Please be sure to have flowers conditioned. (Cut stems, in warm water, no leaves in water.) 

  

19. Wedging may be used. (Clear plastic wrap around the stem to anchor it.) 

 

20. All potted plants must have a saucer. 

 

21. All horticulture exhibits should come on a white paper or Styrofoam plate. On the Entry Tag, 

write the variety of plant on the line just above the half circle slit. 

 

22. For how to properly exhibit horticulture exhibits, view the publication,  

ñPreparing Horticulture Exhibitsò from SDSU Extension, online at 

https://extension.sdstate.edu/sites/default/files/2019-06/P-00120.pdf.   

 

**Please note: There is one submission sheet to be used for all Arts, Floriculture and 

Horticulture submissions. This sheet can be duplicated if you are submitting more than 20 

exhibits.  Turn to page 48 for the submission sheet. 

  

Arts Center Coordinator:  

Thanna Goff       Can be reached at sef.artscenter@yahoo.com or 605-299-9744 

 

If you love the fair and would like to take a bigger part in 

it, you can fill out a Volunteerôs Form (found on page 50) 

and come join our incredibly awesome Arts Center team.   

There is a limited number of volunteer slots, so please send 

in your form to th e Fair Office a.s.a.p. or email the 

coordinator.  Once your form is accepted, we will notify 

you with  a great big THANK YOU and further info. We 

look forward to the chance to work with you. 

 

 

https://extension.sdstate.edu/sites/default/files/2019-06/P-00120.pdf
mailto:sef.artscenter@yahoo.com
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ADULT DIVISION  

Adult exhibitors are 18 years old and older. 
 

________Class 1________ 
QUILTS  

Score Card 

Pattern (Difficulty)éééééééééééééééééééééééééé.éé 1 - 8 

Fabric Selection (Whether the fabric complements with each other) ééééééé..é. 1 - 5 

Piecing (How well the general piecing of the quilt is done. Does the quilt have all points 

  and do the seams match up.  Is the quilt square and without waves on boarders.) éé... 1 - 8 

Quilting  (Make sure that if the quilt is tied there are enough ties (one every 5-6 inches).  

  Threads used to tie are trimmed and have a pleasing appearance.  When quilting, make  

  sure the quilting fits the pattern and is not over or under quilted.  Make sure the thread 

  also is pleasing in appearance.) ééééééééé.ééééééééééééé... 1 - 5 

Binding (Does the batting go all the way out to the edge and fill the binding area. Is the 

  binding sewn on from the front and hand stitched down with hidden stitches and 

  matching thread. Are the corners done well. If the binding is sewn down on the top,  

  with a decorated stitch, does it have a pleasing appearance.)éééééééééééé1 - 5 

Overall Appearance (Are all the threads trimmed & does everything come together 

  to make an enjoyable project) éééééééééééééééééééééé.é  1 - 15 

 

All quilting exhibits MUST be completed within the last two years, 

and never have been entered in the Sioux Empire Fair.   

Quilting exhibits MUST also not be worn, or soiled, and they should be free of odor & pet hair.   

Please bring quilts in plastic bags. Quilts will be removed from bags to be judged and  

hung up for display with plastic draped over them.  

Maximum 2 exhibits per lot. Refer to pages 3-6 for full submission information. 

 

Bed Quilts Made & Quilted by Exhibitor (including lap size) 

Lot 100 Hand pieced, machine or hand quilted 

Lot 101 Hand pieced, long arm quilted 

Lot 102 Hand appliqued, hand quilted 

Lot 103 Hand appliqued, machine quilted 

Lot 104 Machine pieced, machine or hand quilted 

Lot 105 Machine pieced, long arm quilted 

Lot 106 Machine appliqued, hand or machine quilted 

Lot 107 Machine appliqued, long arm quilted 

Lot 108 Embroidered, hand quilted 

Lot 109 Embroidered, machine or long arm quilted 
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Bed Quilts Made by Exhibitor & Quilted by Someone Else (including lap size) 

Lot 110 Hand pieced, long arm quilted 

Lot 111 Hand appliqued, long arm quilted 

Lot 112 Machine pieced, long arm quilted 

Lot 113 Machine appliqued, long arm quilted 

Lot 114 Embroidered, long arm quilted 

 

Wall Quilts  

Lot 115 Pieced, hand, machine or long arm quilted by exhibitor 

Lot 116 Appliqued, hand, machine or long arm quilted by exhibitor 

Lot 117 Appliqued by exhibitor, quilted by someone else 

Lot 118 Pieced by exhibitor, quilted by someone else 

 

Applique Focused Quilts ï Applique is the primary feature 

Lot 119 Machine block assembly, needle turn by hand applique  

Lot 120 Machine block assembly, machine applique  

 

Baby Quilts 

Lot 122 Pieced or appliqued, hand, machine or long arm quilted by exhibitor 

Lot 123 Pieced or appliqued, quilted by someone else 

 

Other Quilted Items 

Lot 125 Quilted garment, any type 

Lot 126 Table runner, placemats (2) or tree skirt 

Lot 127 Purse or electronic cover 

Lot 128 Beginner quilt (quilter with less than 3 years of experience) 

Lot 129 Group quilt (quilt made by a group) 

Lot 130 Any other quilt not mentioned above 

 

 

Best of Show Rosette and Special Award 

Always Your Design  

www.facebook.com/alwaysyourdesign 

335 E. 4th St., Dell Rapids, SD 57022 

605-428-4545 

will award the Outstanding Exhibit in  

lots 100-130 (Quilts) a $100 gift certificate. 
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________Class 2________ 
NEEDLEWORK  

Score Card 

Workmanshipééééééééééééé40% 

Suitability of article to purposeééé.ééé20% 

Beauty & originality of designééé..ééé20% 

Harmony of color & materialééééééé20% 

Total 100% 

 Exhibits that are to be hung, should be submitted on hangers with dry-cleaning type garment 

bags.  Maximum 2 exhibits per lot. Refer to pages 3-6 for full submission information. 

 

Needlepoint 

Lot 200 Any article 

 

Counted Cross Stitch 

Lot 205 Small pictures (smaller than 9òx12ò) 

Lot 206 Large pictures (larger than 9òx12ò) 

Lot 207 Ornaments 

Lot 208 Any other counted cross stitch not mentioned above 

 

Embroidery or Applique  

Lot 210 Any hand embroidery or applique article 

Lot 211 Any machine embroidery/computerized hoop machine embroidery article 

Lot 212 Any wool applique up to 24ò x 24ò 

 

Miscellaneous Needlework 

Lot 220 Needlepoint, plastic mesh 

Lot 221 Weaving, any article 

Lot 222 Rugs 

Lot 223 Doily 

Lot 224 Potholders, made of cloth (2) 

Lot 225 Coasters, set of 4 

Lot 226 Pillowcase 

Lot 227 Tatting 

Lot 228 Hardanger 

Lot 229 Any other needlework not mentioned above 

 
 



10 
 

Best of Show Rosette and Special Award 

Shanty Stitchers Å www.shantystitchers.com 

104 N. 3rd St., Beresford, SD 57004 Å 605-661-4258 

will award the Outstanding Exhibit in lots 200-229 

(Needlework) a $50 gift certificate. 

 

------------------------------------ NEEDLEWORK Section 2 ------------------------------------- 

Crocheting 

Lot 240 Sweater 

Lot 241 Shawl, scarf 

Lot 242 Slippers, socks 

Lot 243 Doily 

Lot 244 Potholders (2) (not acrylic or rayon) 

Lot 245 Tablecloth (all crochet) 

Lot 246 Crochet trim, any article 

Lot 247 Pillowcase (pillow inside) 

Lot 248 Doll garment 

Lot 249 Hat 

Lot 250 Wall hangings 

Lot 251 Infant booties, cap or mittens 

Lot 252 Bib 

Lot 253 Crib quilt 

Lot 254 Infant dress or infant top and bottom 

Lot 255 Afghan of any size 

Lot 256 Any other crocheted item not mentioned above 

 

Knitting  

Lot 260 Sweater 

Lot 261 Shawl, scarf 

Lot 262 Slippers, socks 

Lot 263 Potholders (2) (not acrylic or rayon) 

Lot 264 Mittens 

Lot 265 Doll garment 

Lot 266 Hat 

Lot 267 Infant sweater 

Lot 268 Infant booties, cap or mittens 

Lot 269 Bib 

Lot 270 Crib quilt 

Lot 271 Infant dress or infant top and bottom 

http://www.shantystitchers.com/
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Lot 272 Afghan of any size 

Lot 273 Any other knitted item not mentioned above 

 

Best of Show Rosette and Special Award  

Prairie Road Yarn Å www.prairieroadyarn.com 

3101 W. 41st St., Suite 115, Sioux Falls, SD 57105 

605-271-1577 Å hello@prairieroadyarn.com  

will award the Outstanding Exhibit in lots 240-273 

(Crochet & Knitting) a $75 gift certificate. 

 

 

________Class 3________ 
CLOTHING & CONSTRUCTED ARTICLES  

Score Card 

Design & colorééé..éééééé20% 

Material, including trimmingéééé15% 

Workmanshipéééééééééé35% 

General Appearanceéééééé..é30% 

Total 100% 

Exhibits that are to be hung, should be submitted on hangers with dry-cleaning type garment 

bags.  Maximum 2 exhibits per lot. Refer to pages 3-6 for full submission information. 

 

Adult Garments 

Lot 300 Adult apron 

Lot 301 Menôs or Womenôs formal wear/dress 

Lot 302 Menôs or Womenôs tops (coat, blouse, blazer, button shirt, sweatshirt, T-shirt) 

Lot 303 Menôs or Womenôs bottoms (skirt, slacks, shorts) 

Lot 304 Suit or pantsuit 

Lot 305 Sleepwear or robe 

Lot 306 Any other article not mentioned above 

 

Childrenôs Garments 

Lot 310 Childôs apron 

Lot 311 Boysô formal wear or Girlsô dress 

Lot 312 Boysô or Girlsô tops (coat, blouse, button shirt, T-shirt, sweatshirt) 

Lot 313 Boysô or Girlsô bottoms (skirt, slacks, shorts) 

Lot 314 Childôs sleepwear 

Lot 315 Any other article not mentioned above 

http://www.prairieroadyarn.com/
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Toys 

Lot 320 Doll clothes, not more than 6 

Lot 321 Stuffed animal 

Lot 322 Toy, any kind 

Lot 323 Any other sewn toy not mentioned above 

 

Miscellaneous 

Lot 325 Purse or tote 

Lot 326 Decorative pillow 

Lot 327 Banner or flag 

Lot 328 Recycled article (include before photo if possible) 

Lot 329 Pillowcase 

Lot 330 Home accessory (i.e.: curtains, appliance covers, etc.) 

Lot 331 Placemat (set of 2), Potholders (set of 2), Coasters (set of 4) 

Lot 332 Any other sewn article not mentioned above 

 

 

Best of Show Rosette and Special Award 

Fonder Sewing Machine Co. 

www.fondersewing.com  

2130 W. 41st St., Sioux Falls, SD 57105 

605-332-3821 

will award the Outstanding Exhibit in lots 300-332 

(Clothing & Constructed Articles) will receive a 

$100 gift certificate.  

 

 

________Class 4________ 
CRAFTS & HOBBIES  

Maximum 2 exhibits per lot.  

Refer to pages 3-6 for full submission information. 

 

Clay 

Lot 400 Any ceramic item 

Lot 401 Any pottery item 

 

 
 

 

 

 

http://www.fondersewing.com/
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Hand Painted China   

Lot 405 Double Roses/Flowers 

Lot 406 Scenes 

Lot 407 Animals 

Lot 408 Fruit 

Lot 409 Penwork/enamel/gold 

Lot 410 Rosemaling 

Lot 411 Any other hand painted China 

 

Metals 

Lot 415 Plate or tray 

Lot 416 Jewelry 

Lot 417 Wall decoration 

Lot 418 Any other metal item not mentioned above 

 

Wood 

Lot 420 Any original functional piece 

Lot 421 Toys 

Lot 422 Doll house or doll furniture 

Lot 423 Scroll sawing/fretwork 

Lot 424 Abstract and ornamental 

Lot 425 Refinished wood article (include before and after photos) 

Lot 426 Any Woodcarving or sculpture item for novice 

Lot 427 Any Woodcarving or sculpture item for advanced 

Lot 428 Any other wood article not mentioned above 

 

Jewelry 

Lot 430 Beaded 

Lot 431 Kit/pattern 

Lot 432 Any other item not mentioned above 

 

Scrapbook 

Lot 435 Free style 

Lot 436 Mini book 

Lot 437 Computer generated 

Lot 438 Any other item not mentioned above 

 

Table Arrangements 

Include complete place setting including dishes, silverware, centerpiece & table cover. Artificial 

flowers only ï no fresh flowers. Menu may be included. 
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Lot 440 America the Beautiful 

Lot 441 Holiday  

Lot 442 Special Occasion 

Lot 443 Any other theme not mentioned above 
 

Christmas Bazaar   

Lot 450 Tree skirt 

Lot 451 Tree ornaments (no more than 6) 

Lot 452 Wall or Door decoration (including Wreaths) 

Lot 453 Christmas stocking 

Lot 454 Candles 

Lot 455 Centerpiece 

Lot 456 Any other Christmas item not mentioned above 
 

Recycled 

Before and after photos are encouraged. 

Lot 460 Made over garment 

Lot 461 Jewelry 

Lot 462 Purses & bags 

Lot 463 Items made from old pallets or wood items 

Lot 464 Items made from old metal 

Lot 465 Refurbished old piece (furniture, toys, etc.) 

Lot 466 Items made with mixed material 

Lot 467 Any other recycled item not mentioned above 
 

Miscellaneous Bazaar 

Lot 470 Stained glass article 

Lot 471 Leather article 

Lot 472 Beading 

Lot 473 Diamond Art (example: Diamond Dotz, Paint with Diamonds, etc.) 

Lot 474 Decoupage article 

Lot 475 Stamping 

Lot 476 Candles 

Lot 477 Miniatures (room scene or diorama) 

Lot 478 String art 

Lot 479 Macrame 

Lot 480 Stenciling 

Lot 481 Garden decor 

Lot 482 Centerpieces/table décor 

Lot 483 Greeting card 
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Lot 484 Model car/airplane 

Lot 485 Decorated sweatshirt/T-shirt 

Lot 486 Poem 

Lot 487 Any other art, craft or hobby not mentioned above 
 

Computer Created 

Lot 490 3D Printed Object (MUST be original design of exhibitor, NO downloads) 

Lot 491 AI Artwork (MUST be original idea of exhibitor & avoid any copyright infringements)   
 

Crafts for Disabled 

Lot 495 Any craft item 

 
 

Best of Show Rosette and Special Award 

First National Bank in Sioux Falls   Å   www.fnbsf.com  

100 S. Phillips Ave., Sioux Falls, SD 57104   Å   605-335-5200 

will award the Outstanding Exhibit in lots 400-495 (Crafts & Hobbies) 

a $100 gift card. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.fnbsf.com/

