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ELIGIBILITY: All registered dairy cattle must be registered with their respective national breed 
association. Animals MUST have original registration/grade papers at the time of check-in.
If papers are pending, please upload a paper stating pending. 

ENTRY FEES: There are no entry fees for youth entries.

ENTRY DEADLINE: Online entries open Thursday, October 1, 2026 and closes at 11:59 p.m on
 Tuesday, December 1, 2026.  
	 •	 Late Entry Period will open at 1:00 p.m Wednesday, December 2, 2026 and will close on Sunday, December 13, 2026 at 11:59 p.m.  

SCHEDULE

RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR YOUTH DAIRY CATTLE SHOW
•	 Exhibitors cannot be under the age of 8 or over the age of 19 as of January 1, current year. Exhibitors must also be attending school or be enrolled in a valid home school 

program. Exhibitors who have graduated from high school or obtained their high school G.E.D. are not eligible. There will be no animal sales at the South Florida Fair, except 
at the Sell-a-Bration of Champions Youth Livestock Market Animal Auction.

•	 Youth exhibitors are permitted to exhibit one animal per class, plus any bred-by exhibitor.
•	 If exhibitor adds bred-by on entry form (Showorks bred-by button: Yes/No) but forgets to add the actual class, it can be added at check-in on a paper entry up until Thursday at 

close of check-in, January 28, 2027, 1:30-4:15 p.m. No exceptions if exhibitor forgets to do either Showorks check button or a class entry.
•	 All grade animals must be worthy of the breed they represent, and the Dairy Committee reserves the right to refuse entry of animals that do not meet these standards. All 

grade animals must have Grade Identification Papers issued by the respective breed associations (preferred) or Florida Youth Dairy Program.
•	 Registered and grade animals will be judged simultaneously within their respective classes. Champion classes may include both registered and grade animals, at the judge’s  
          discretion. Class premiums will be paid separately for registered and grade animals; however, champion premiums will not be separated.  
•	 All animals showing as Senior two-year olds and older, must show evidence of reproduction. 
•	 Youth show dress code: Youth classes shall be dressed in the following manner: Clean, neat, well-groomed with clean white shirt and white pants, closed toe shoes. (4-H and  
	 FFA dress is acceptable.) 
•	 All animals must have been transferred to the owner and exhibitor at least sixty (60) days prior to the show.
•	 Substitutions for up to two (2) animals will be accepted via e-mail on the Fair’s substitution form, detailing the deleted entries and the substituted animals by 5 p.m. January 	
	 25, 2027. If the exhibitor does not submit the appropriate paperwork, the substitutions will not be accepted. If a substitution qualifies the entry for a group class, it can be  
	 added up until Monday, January 25, 2027. Group classes substituted animals must be entered by the entry deadline.
•	 All cattle over six months old or with horns over two (2) inches in length must have horns removed. Only female animals will be shown in the dairy shows.
•	 It is strongly recommended that all animals be immunized for blackleg, malignant edema, shipping fever, the IBR Complex and the BVD Complex 30 days prior to the Fair date.
•	 Tampering with any animals entered such as injecting with foreign substance, etc., is prohibited. The use of tranquilizers on show animals after arrival at the Fair is considered 
	 a form of tampering.
•	 All animals must have suitable halter and must be halter broken to be exhibited.
•	 All animals must be DOUBLE TIED within one hour of check-in.
•	 The exhibitor is responsible for their animal’s feeding, cleaning, etc., for the duration of the Fair. Exhibitors MUST clean all areas before animals are released. Areas will be    
        inspected before departure. There is a $75 fine per day for each violation; to be deducted from premiums.
•	 Neither the local interest participating in the sponsorship of the show, nor any of the personnel shall be responsible for any accidents or errors that may occur.  However, every  
	 effort will be made to provide for the safety and comfort of the exhibitor and their cattle.
•	 Stall cards including animal name, date of birth, and exhibitor/farm name must be hung above animal one hour after check-in.
•	 Exhibitor dress code for open shows: Clean, neat, well-groomed with clean white jeans/pants and clean shirt (can have farm name, logo and/or colored trim), closed-toe and 
	 heel shoes.
•	 All PDCA regulations apply.
•	 All camping arrangements (RV’s) must be reserved online and paid in full, on a first-come, first-served basis. No day-of reservations. Request camping 
	 at: www.southfloridafair.com/agcampingrequest . 
•	 Shavings will be provided as mutually agreed upon with Fair and Dairy Committee. Livestock bulk shavings are stored outside, uncovered; exhibitors are welcome to use the  
          shavings at their own risk.
•	 SEE PARKING NOTICE on Page 35 of General Rules

RELEASE POLICY AND REQUIREMENTS 
•      Cattle released at 6:30 p.m.on Sunday, January 31, 2027
	 a.	 Cattle AND stalling area must be well maintained by the exhibitor during the fair
	 b.	 Stalling area(s) are to be cleaned and maintained by the exhibitor(s) 
		  i.	 Exhibitors forfeit all premiums and awards if stalls are not completely cleaned of all manure, shavings, debris, feed, and hay
		  ii.	 Stalls will be inspected before departure by the Dairy Cattle Committee					   

YOUTH DAIRY CATTLE SHOWS & CONTESTS
Sunday, January 31, 2027  |  11 a.m.
Show Chairperson: April Butler

1st Place -  $85.00 
2nd Place - $75.00 
3rd Place  - $65.00

4th Place -  $55.00 
5th Place -  $45.00 
6th Place  - $35.00

Please refer to the Rules, Regulations and Health requirements in the 2027 South Florida
Fair Official Premium Book, Pages 9 - 35.

Thursday, January 28, 2027
•	 Dairy Cattle Arrival. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12 Noon - 4 p.m.
•	 Dairy Cattle Check-In. . . . . . . . 1:30 p.m. - 4:15 p.m.
•	 MANDATORY Exhibitor Meeting. . . . . . . .  4:45 p.m.
•	 Youth Fitting & Grooming Contest. . . . . . . . . .6 p.m.
•	 Open Heifer Jackpot Show begins 30 minutes 

following the Youth Fitting & Grooming Show

Friday, January 29, 2027
•	 Youth Dairy Judging Contest. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 a.m.	

	 Registration starts at 8 a.m.
•	 Youth Dairy Quiz Bowl Contest. . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 p.m. 	

	 Registration starts at Noon
•	 Youth Dairy Showmanship. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 p.m. 	

Starts with Juniors

Sunday, January 31, 2027
•	 Youth Dairy Cattle Show. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .11 a.m.  

Youth Dairy Cow Show  begins 30 minutes 	
after the conclusion of the Youth Show

$100 Champions per breed (Jr Show & Sr Show)
$75 Reserve Champions per breed (Jr Show & Sr Show)
$250 Grand Champion per breed (Jr Show & Sr Show)

$150 Reserve Grand Champion per breed (Jr Show  
& Sr Show)

$250 Jr and Sr Supreme Champion
All judging is via America Modified System

YOUTH SHOW PREMIUMS
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Classes & Number

1.	 Fall Heifer Calf:  Born Sept. 1, 2026-Nov. 30, 2026.
2.	 Summer Heifer Calf: Born June 1, 2026-Aug. 31, 2026.
3.	 Spring Heifer Calf:  Born March 1, 2026-May 31, 2026.
4.	 Winter Yearling: Born Dec. 1, 2025-Feb. 28, 2026.
5.	 Fall Yearling:  Born Sept. 1, 2025-Nov. 30, 2025.
6.	 Summer Yearling: Born June 1, 2025-Aug. 31, 2025.
7.	 Spring Yearling: Born March 1, 2025-May 31, 2025.
(Any yearling in milk will be shown in the JR two-year-old class.-Class 10)
8.	 Jr Champion (each Breed)
9.	 Reserve Jr Champion (each Breed)
10.	 Jr. Two-Year-Old Cows: Born Sept.1, 2024-Feb. 28, 2025.
11.	 Sr Two-Year-Old Cows: Born March 1, 2024-Aug. 31, 2024.
12.	 Three-Year-Old Cows: Born March 1, 2023-Feb. 28, 2024.

13.	 Four-Year-Old Cows: Born March 1, 2022-Feb. 28, 2023.
14.	 Five-Year-Old Cows: Born March 1, 2021-Feb. 28, 2022.
15.	 Aged Cow:  Born before March 1, 2021.
16.	 Dry Cow: Any female that has had at least one lactation, is currently dry, and is 

within 90 days of calving.
17.	 Sr Champion (each Breed)
18.	 Reserve Senior Champion (each Breed)
19.	 GRAND CHAMPION (each Breed)
20.	 RESERVE GRAND CHAMPION (each Breed)
21.    Overall (Supreme) Junior Champion
22.    Overall (Supreme) Champion
23.	 Junior Bred-by exhibitor, Classes 1-7.
24.	 Senior Bred-by exhibitor, Classes 10-16.

ALL DAIRY CATTLE REMOVED FROM THE GROUNDS MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY A SIGNED RELEASE FORM 
FROM THE DAIRY CATTLE COMMITTEE.

YOUTH DAIRY CATTLE JUDGING CONTEST
Friday, January 29, 2027

Registration - 8 a.m.
Contest begins - 9 a.m.

Only morning-of registrations will be permitted; payment by cash or 
credit card. NO checks.

Contest Rules/Requirements
1.    A $10.00 processing fee will be charged per person at the time of regis-
tration.
2.    Open to 4-H, FFA and individuals, 8-18 years old.
3.    The contest will be divided into 3 divisions: Junior, Intermediate, and 
Senior.
4.    Youth contestants will judge four to six classes.
5.    Contestants will have 12 minutes per class. 
6.    Contestants will judge as individuals, no team recognition or prizes. 
7.    The contest superintendent and officials will pre-determine classes to be 
used as tie breakers. 
8.    Scantrons will not be corrected. If contestants bubble in two placings for 
the same class, neither bubble will be counted.
9.    Communications between contestants, advisors, coaches or spectators are 
not permitted. Participants are not permitted to use any electronic communi-
cation devices. Any violation will result in disqualification from the contest.

        
      Premiums for Junior, Intermediate, Senior Individuals

                         1st $40; 2nd $30; 3rd $20; 4th $10; 5th $5
    AGE DIVISIONS: JUNIOR (8-11), INTERMEDIATE (12-14), SENIOR (15-18)

AGE AS OF JANUARY 1, 2027

YOUTH DAIRY QUIZ BOWL
Friday, January 29, 2027

Registration at Noon - Contest at 1 p.m.
Contest Rules/Requirements 
1.    A $10.00 processing fee will be charged per person at the time of regis
tration. 
2.   Open to 4-H and FFA contestants, 8-18 years old. 
3.   Contest will use the latest quiz bowl material from Virginia Tech quiz 
bowl, Holstein Association, Hoard’s Dairyman, and Progressive Dairy maga-
zine. 
4.   Rounds will consist of 10 questions. Contestants will compete in two to 
four rounds to determine a winner. A winner may be determined after the first 
or second round and additional rounds will be used to determine additiona
placings. 
5.   A dairy committee member will be consulted if the answer to a question
seems correct, but not the answer listed.
6.   Communications between contestants, advisors, coaches or spectators are 
not permitted. Participants are not permitted to use any electronic communi-
cation devices. Any violation will result in disqualification from the contest. 

        Premiums for Junior, Intermediate, Senior Individuals
                1st $40; 2nd $30; 3rd $20; 4th $10; 5th $5

   AGE DIVISIONS: JUNIOR (8-11), INTERMEDIATE (12-14), SENIOR (15-18)
AGE AS OF JANUARY 1, 2027

JUDGING CONTEST COMMITTEES
Coleen Larson, Regional Dairy Agent

458 Highway 98 North, Okeechobee, Florida 34972
Email: cclarson@ufl.edu Office Phone: 863-763-6469

Fax: 863-763-6745
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ROOKIE SHOWMANSHIP
Youth participation for feedback from the judge only.

All youth ages 8 - 18. Participation Ribbon

YOUTH DAIRY CATTLE SHOWMANSHIP
Friday, January 29, 2027 - 6 p.m.

Starting with Juniors

Exhibitor must show one of his/her own animals that has been entered in 
the Youth Dairy Cattle Show

SHOWMANSHIP CLASSES MAY BE BROKEN INTO MULTIPLE HEAT 
 DEPENDING ON THE NUMBER OF PARTICIPANTS IN EACH AGE DIVISION

YOUTH DAIRY HEIFER JACKPOT
Thursday, January 28, 2027

Time: 30 minutes after the Fitting & Grooming Contest 
1.   Online entries open October 1, 2026 and are required to participate in the Jackpot 
Show. Online entries open Thursday, October 1, 2026 and closes at 11:59 p.m on 
Tuesday, December 1, 2026.  
•	 Late Entry Period will open at 1:00 p.m Wednesday, December 2, 2026 and will 

close on Sunday, December 13, 2026 at 11:59 p.m.  
•	 Late Entry fees will be at doubled.
2.   Entry fee: $20 per heifer
3.   A minimum of 10 head is required for the show prize/payout to be awarded. All 
livestock rules, general, local, state, and those associated with the South Florida Fair 
Dairy Show, will also apply to the Jackpot Show. Florida Cattle Identification Rules 
Chapter 5C-31 will apply. https://www.fdacs.gov/Agriculture-Industry/Livestock/Cat-
tle-Bovine/Florida-Cattle-Identification
4.   Exhibitor must be a youth exhibitor and the owner of the animal. Proof of owner-
ship is required. 
5.   Show premiums from South Florida Fair
	 Grand Champion Heifer  $200.00
	 Reserve Champion Heifer - $100.00
6.    Jackpot prize money awarded to the top placing heifer in each class. (7 classes,  
        14.3% each, 6 classes 16.7%, 5 classes 20%, 4 classes 25%, 3 classes 33.3%, 2  
        classes 50%, 1 class 100%)
7.    SEE PARKING NOTICE on Page 35 of General Rules

Youth Showmanship 
Premiums

1st     $25.00
2nd    $20.00
3rd     $15.00
4th     $10.00
5th     $   5.00

Showmanship Age Divisions

AGE DIVISIONS: JUNIOR (8-11), INTERMEDIATE (12-14), SENIOR (15-18)
AGE AS OF JANUARY 1, 2027

Showmanship Champions

Grand Champion:    Belt Buckle
(Junior, Intermediate and Senior)

Reserve Grand Champion:     Award
(Junior, Intermediate and Senior)


